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SANHATAYA SANGUANSAK : SOCIO-ECONOMIC CONDITIONS OF PEOPLE LIVING IN
3 HOUSING-DEVELOPED COMMUNITIES AND IN CONDOMINIUMS IN BANGKOK

. |METROPOLIS : AN EXPLORATORY RESEARCH. THESIS ADVISOR : ASSO.
/)PROF THIRAVET PRAMUANRATKARN Ph.D., 90 PP.

Owing to an expansion of Bangkok following growth in trade, services
and public utilities, land in the inner city core area has been intensively
used, resulting in price increases. Urban dwellers in the past decade have
faced a serious adaptation to housing accommodation in accord with trends in
real estate development patterns. Among growing number of middle class
population in the urban scene, two types of housing have imerged, i.e.,
housing-tract communities and condominiums.

This thesis is designed to make a comparison of socio-economic
conditions among people living in the two different types of accommodation.
Aspects of their economic status, outlook on life, materialistic values,
housing preferences and reasons for the preferences are resorted to understand
the extent to which these people are adjusting to the city growth.

Findings are that housing-tract dwellers are more economically well-
off in terms of income earnings than those in condominiums. It turns out
that those in the condominium under study, while drawn from a systematic
random sampling, are mostly rentees who could not afford to buy either houses
or condominiums for their own. They rent condominium units near their work
places while . they hope to own houses in the future. People in the housing-
tract under study, on the contrary, express their satisfaction to have their
own houses. Their idea to move is not evident. They view that living there
are more or less established. They collect more substantial items of tools
appliance, furniture in these dwelling units than among those condominium
dwellers. One of the main reasons for which condominiums tend to locate more
in the inner core areas than the housing-developed communities is to serve the
growing number of working class members who demand their residence near their
work places. These are people who have relatively less earnings, smaller
family sizes, more independent yet less individualistic than those in the
housing-developed communities. It is however interesting to further
investigate if these condominiums dwellers could well adjust to a collective
way of life required for this type of livelihood; and if people in the housing
developed community are prone to be more individualistic than their
counterpart in condominiums.
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