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##C840188 : MAJOR DEVELOPMENT EDUCATION

KEY WORD: EDUCATION /SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT/BUDDHISM
DALAPAT YOSSATORN : A PROPOSED EDUCATIONAL MODEL FOR SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT BASED ON BUDDHISM. DISSERTATION ADVISOR : AMORNWICH
NAKORNTHAP, Ph.D. DISSERTATION CO-ADVISOR: ASSIST. PROF. BANJOB
BANNARUIJIL, Ph.D. 286 pp. ISBN 974-334-829-8.

In the past, many development projects have both advantages and disadvantages. Examples of the
disadvantages arc environmental deterioration and improper human development, etc. This qualitative research
uses documentary review and interviews to propose a Buddhist educational model that could lead to sustainable

development.

This research started with the review of the documents on development perspectives of the United
Nations (UN) and the UN Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) followed by interviews of
experts. Similar approaches were then used to study the Buddhist philosophy of development and education based
upon Bhikkhu P.A. Payutto’s works as well as other Buddhist hieratures, and followed by interviews of two
experts in Buddhism. Conceptual detatls of both schools of thoughts were then analysed and synthesised leading to
a basis for developing a Buddhist educational model for sustarnabic development. Then a forum, comprising of
five educational experts. helped review and criticise this proposed model. The revised model was further adjusted

through continuing dialogue with related academic and rcligious practitioners throughout the project.

This proposed model confirms that education using the 1Buddhist Rightcous Approach of Development
(Samma Vaddhani) employing Equilibrium Development (Sama Vaddhana) could achieve the goal of sustamablc
Y e
development. This is becausc of the Trisikkha (Sila, Smadhi. and Pahna) Paradigm. Nevcitheless, only through
careful studies of its contents (Pariyatti) and practice (Pa'tipatti) would lead to the understanding of the facts of hic
(Paticcasamuppada) and then its successful achievement of goals (Pativedha). Also, mentors nced to build a good
‘ .

tcacher-student relationship (Kalyanamittata) in teaching and learning process.
t

This research proposes a new concept and educational philosophy. Whether this proposed model would

be applicable, would depend on the vision of the administrators and rhe capability of the tcachers.
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dusgraaronassy 1970 vwsnlugammssy 1980 Taumwizesnmsaviszmnndld
argntindennudifguenisud ludymawradenvoalanuasmatanuesugialuuua
maveams AN nenssssunAardwiaden 39 18Uszmmnndalng lunswann
u:rmjﬁﬂﬁwu5msag:s'mﬁumm=m?1 Fa50n91 MIWANAGIBU (Sustainable development)
2
U

2.1 INBMREIFUMINAATE T

wuaRafd el anudity  eannamdivsing Wiffuedudanuda
msm’lﬁtjﬁ;ﬂ?ﬂqmm%‘aqmsaﬂawm‘i?yumsmmﬁ Tandoudn uazfedunsa Suhligms
fnsamigduuulnivesmswann  Tavarmsanilevoslszmegamvnssuiideaysaims
awdauuumluiewmnueiydula msdean nswann mMsf Fudnm uazaiw
fung Tﬂunﬂﬂszmﬂiuiaﬂé’fam'aﬁmmﬁﬂf:"lﬂfjﬂﬁﬁﬂﬁmwuﬂﬁﬁﬁms ulguennanis
foaflusuduusn Figuassavesnnudbufennilymdsny aonu mssﬁaa Lﬁiyﬁﬁi}
wazszuviing Midanuduegveaypiegluanmiiiiuva sunssinnuamsofio
50950 18 lueniaaiog luaa1ied Hroususuiy wazlamawizTanfiawd
nimenssasunAduRugmarsEga tazdudumuveminons Fuanden (MacNeil,
1992: 379-387)

2.1.1 Ymmawmmﬁmwmmswwm EIJ&‘ET‘L!

f1 “mmﬂ.’aﬁu" (Sustainable) sﬂuﬁﬁmmnmmmau 9 “Sus-tenere” & aviang
famsauadunseatiuayy (Uphold) 1nu 15anauv (Redclifi, 1994: 17-18) na1331 AW
fiuRaioafuRnssurenssuumsioatiuauy  Uphold) viSetntles  (Defended)
AN mITalunsaissey
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SANANN (Redclift, 1994: 17-18) NA1II1 AISWAILINHITU (Sustainable Development)
oY a < - =3 @ N A Yar a o< a
iensinsan 2 Ysuau Ao Ysaiduusn manannfigigunis Idsumsageiutlumunda
1 & A g & [ 2 o~ a R [ FYIPN °
(Concept) Boavitiailulselont  daulsz@ufians nswanniditu aslmifaanus
~ Y TIPS o ° = M o o &
dhuidedldaalynmume 9 suawdidlufegdesldnnudiu alowe) lumensdios
o 4 ° . 4 4 oo b w
M3 A NUAAG0INNUEITUAzReUDI NN aTwSeuteuly  wieawsiaRRuRULYEd
v A a a & o ' '
oo nnms l9sssumnfuazdanadon  Fai ligaiwhinelvvesussawauywd
NIUaY
o Y 2 . . ] v o A [
U519 (Brown, 1984: 1-2 8199311 Yomi Noibi, 1991: 3) na1321 aAnudasudu
ANVAATINNAIN T WAUTEMUATHENY  TuAe  anunsaay lauaznsiufegaves
o 4 1a Y w a & & a [] o as o oSa
UYHITURIAUNUF UM UNSWOINIsIsud  FuduFsduaSuaivayuszuumsiisdia

]
s =

vouyns  uazdAufisaiu (Sustainable Society) AvziludMTAMMUATZUUIATUSTY
uazszuudanideiininenssssunduazszuynsduaiuaivmudia i unsqua
AEREINRN S

msszguasivan lanfoafudunadeuuazmsiana  (World  Commission  on
Environment and Development %38 WCED) l@l¥n1numuioan amswanndsady winoia
msWefiausneusenmdosmsvesauuguiligiu  Taohivildauiude luluewna
FoalszfivszusngonaannuamisoveunlumsiiveaueineunNudesn1s voiaue
(Sustainable development is development that meets the needs of the present without
compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs) (WCED, 1990: 43)

paAMsAnE  Imemani  vazTaussnudsamlsynn®  wieesamsyualn
{United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization - UNESCO) Jal%
aamane  maNannfidily wneds msﬁ’mmﬁaummmé’fmmwaaﬂswwug’u
ogiy Tnelaimldszmnauguneiflusmandoalsziiszuangeiannnumnanmsvasnmuos
(Sustainable development refers to development that fulfills the current needs of populations
without compromissing the needs of future generations) ua:"lﬂ"‘uuwﬂamﬁmnﬁwmﬁ
ditu Huanuhlons 9 Aeaduinnmaninasssunduasiesugemeas vasfoaful
Rodeafusingumaiansssuindeudiomstatenumnimiuuyud  uazdwiims
pdalsRauug  doailiniassmindn nuduiutve It uaudY 9 TSR
A1WABIN159 U (An Imperative Need) mmtmﬁmﬁrugnuiwﬁﬁ%ummﬂTi"H oA
Fuiutrzniadszsurnlanuasitensiluduiiogordsdudadusuvedauyud
(UNESCO. 1997: 6-23; 1998: 14)

umﬁﬂﬁ'yugmc?u*flu‘ﬁ'uwmmsﬁmmﬁgaﬁmfu 1Ay (Desai, 1977: 6) BFUWN
Fudsfiforloaiulodnlimaradiouswdnduszniesdlszneuan 9  udaneliifa
ranssnuUs edawanegummuazaNuiiuegvasnuluguilegiiumazerian Srosuwldaad
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A - Desai, Nitin. The Earth in Balance. UN Chronicle. 2 (1997): 4-6.
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During the last two decades, people began to realize that we cannot have a healthy
society or economy in a world with so much poverty and environmental degradation.
Economic development cannot stop, but it must change course to become less ecologically
destructive. The challenge of the 1990s is to put this understanding into action, and make the
transition to sustainable forms of development and lifestyles. From the farm field to the board-
room, from the shopping cart to the national budget, we will have to make major changes.
A road map to sustainable development is now taking shape. Agenda 21 is a guide for
business and govermnment policies and for personal choices mto the next century. It was
endorsed by the 1992 Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, the largest ever meeting of world
leaders. This meeting took place during the United Nations Conference on Environment and
Development which brought together the heads of senior officials of 179 governments. They
were joined by hundreds of officials from United Nations organizations, municipal
governments, business, scientific, non-govemment and other groups. Nearby, the 92 Global
Forum held a series of meetings, lectures, seminars and exhibits on environment and
development issues for the public. This drew 18,000 participants from 166 countries, as well
as 400,000 visitors. There were 8,000 joumalists covering the Rio meetings, and the results

were seen. heard and read about around the world.

The Road to Rio

The foundations for the Rio process were laid in 1972, when 113 nations gathered for
the Stockholm Conference on the Human Environment, the first global environmental meeting.
In 1983, the United Nations created the World Commission on Environment and Development.
Four years later its landmark report. Our Common Future, wamed that people had to change
many of the ways in which they did business and lived or the world would face unacceptable
levels of human suffering and environmental damage.

The Commission said that the global economy had to meet people’s needs and
legitimate desires, but growth had to fit within the plane{’s ecological limits. The commission,
known as the Brundtland Commission after its chairman, called for a new era of
environmentally sound economic developmenl”. It said that: “Humanity has the ability to

make development sustainable - to ensurc that it meets the needs of the present without
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compromising the ability of future_generations to meet their own needs. In 1989, the

United Nations began planning a Conference on Environment and Development to spell out

how to achieve sustainable development. For two years, experts from around the world

hammered out difficult agreements along the road to Rio. The international negotiating system

was opened up as never before. Thousands of people from non-governmental organizations,
>

business, education, women s groups, indigenous groups and others contributed to the Rio

process.

The Five Rio Documents

Rio produced two international agreements, two statements of principles and a major
action agenda on world-wide sustainable development.

The five are :

® The Rio Declaration on Environment and Development. Its 27 principles define
the rights and responsibilities of nations as they pursue human development and well-being,.

® Agenda 21, a blueprint on how to make development socially, economically and
environmentally sustainable.

® A statement of principles to guide the mamagement, conservation and sustainable
development of all types of forests, which are essential to economic development and the
maintenance of all forms of life.

Two major international Conventions were negotiated separately from but in parallel
with preparations for the Earth Summit and were signed by most govenments meeting at Rio.

® The aim of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change is to
stabilize greenhouse gases in the atmosphere at levels that will not dangerously upset the global
climate system. This will require at reduction in our emissions of such gases as carbon
dioxide, a by-product of the use of burning fuels for energy.

® The Convention on Biological Diversity requires that countries adopt ways and
means o conserve the variety of living species, and ensure that the benefits from using
biological diversity are equitably shared.

Agenda 21 explains that population, consumption and technology are the

primary driving forces of environmental change. It lays out what needs to be done to



reduce wasteful and inefficient consumption patterns in some part of the world, while
encouraging increased but sustainable development in others. It offers policies and
programmes to achieve a sustainable balance between consumption, population and the Earth’s
life-supporting capacity. It describes some of the technologies and techniques that need to be
developed to provide for human needs while carefully managing natural resources.

Agenda 21 provides options for combating degradation of the land, air and water,
conserving forests and the diversity of species of life. It deals with poverty and excessive
consumption, health and education, cities and farmers. There are roles for everyone
govemnments, business people, trade unions, scientists, teachers, indigenous people, women,
youth and children. Agenda 21 does not shun business. It says that sustainable development is
the way to reverse both poverty and environmental destruction.

We currently gauge the success of economic development mainly by the amount of
money it produces. Accounting systems that measure the wealth of nations also need to count
the full value of natural resources and the full cost of environmental degradation. The polluter
should, in principle, bear the cost of pullution. To reduce the nisk of causing damage,
environmental assessment should be carried out before starting projects that carry the risk of
adverse impacts. Govemments should reduce or eliminate subsidies that are not consistent with
sustainable development.

A major theme of Agenda 21 is the need to eradicate poverty by giving poor people
more access to the resources they need to live sustainably. By adopting Agenda 21,
industrialized countries recognized that they have a greater role in cleaning up the environment
than poor nations, who produce relatively less pollution. The richer nations also promised
more funding to help other nations develop in ways that have lower environmental impacts.
Beyond funding, nations need help in building the expertise - the capacity - to plan and carry
out sustainable development decisions. This will require the transfer of information and skills..

Agenda 21 calls on govemments to adopt national strategies for sustainable
development. These should be developed with wide participation, including non-govemmental
organizations and the public. Agenda 21 puts most of the responsibility for leading change on

national govemments but says that they need to work in a broad series of partnerships with
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international organization, business, reginal, state, provincial and local govermnments and non-
- . >
governmental and citizens groups.
As Agenda 21 says, only a global partnership will ensure that all nations will have a

safe and more prosperous future.

Rio Declaration on Environment and Development

Recognizing the integral and interdependent nature of the Earth, our home, the nations
meeting of the Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro adopted a set of principles to guide future
development.  These principles define the rights of people to development, and their
responsibilities to safeguard the common environment. They build on ideas from the
Stockholm Declaration of the 1972 United Nations Conference on the Human Environment.

The Rio Declaration states that the only way to have long-term economic progress is to
link it with environmental protection. This will only happen if nations establish a new and
equitable global partnership involving govemments, their people and key sectors of societies.
They must build intenational agreements that protect the integrity of the global environment
and the development system.

The Rio principles include the following ideas:

® People are entitled to a healthy and productive life in harmony with nature.

® Development today must not undermine the development and environment needs
of present and future generations.

® Nations have the sovereign right to exploit their own resources, but without
causing environmental damage beyond their borders.

® Nations shall develop international laws to provide compensation for damage that
activities under their control cause to areas beyond their borders.

@ Nations shall use the precautionary approach to protect the environment. Where
there are threats of serious or irreversible damage, scientific uncertainty shall not be used to
postpone cost-effective measures to prevent environmental degradation.

® [n order to achieve sustainable development environmental protection shall
constitute an integral part of the development process, and cannot be considered in isolation

from it.
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® Erodicating poverty and reducing disporities in living standards in different parts of
the world are essential to achieve sustainable development and meet the needs of the majority
of people.

® Nations shall cooperate to conserve, protect and restore the health and integrity of
the Earth’s ecosystem. The developed countries acknowledge the responsibility that they bear
in the intemational pursuit of sustainable development in view of the pressures their societies
place on the global environment and of the teclinologies and financial resources they command.

® Nations should reduce and eliminate unsustainable pattems of production and
consumption, and promote appropriate demographic policies.

® Environmental issues are best handled with the participaton of all concemed
citizens. Nations shall facilitate and encourage public awareness and participation by making
environmental information widely available.

® Nations shall enact effective environmental laws and develop national law
regarding liability for the victims of pollution and other environmental damage. Where they
have authority, nations shall assess the environmental impact of proposed activities that are
likely to have a significant adverse impact.

® Nations should cooperate to promote on open international economic system that
will lead to economic growth and sustainable development in all countries. Environmental
policies should not be used as on unjustifiable means of restricting international trade.

® The polluter should, in principle, bear the cost of pollution.

® Nations shall wam one another of natural disasters or activities that may have
harmful transboundary impacts.

® Sustainable development requires better scientific understanding of the problems.
Nations should share knowledge and innovative technologies to achieve the goal of
sustainability.

® The full participation of women is essential to achieve sustainable development.
The creativity, ideals and courage of youth and the knowledge of indigenous people are needed
too. Nations should recognize and support the identity, culture and interests of indigenous

people.
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® Wafare is inherentdly destructive of sustainable development, and National shall
respect international laws protecting the environment in times of armed conflict, and shall
cooperate in their further establishment..

® Peace, development and environmental protection are interdependent and

indivisible.

Preamble to Agenda 21

Humanity stands at a defining moment in history. The world is confronted with
worsening poverty, hunger, ill health, illiteracy, and the continuing deterioration of the
ecosystems on which we depend for our well-being. The disparities between the rich é.nd poor
continue.

The only way to assure ourselves of a safer, more prosperous future is to deal with
environment and development issues together in a balanced manner. We must fulfil basic
human needs, improve living standards for all and better protect and manage ecosystems. No
nation can secure its future alone; but together we can - in a global partnership for sustainable
development. Agenda 21, adopted at the Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro, reflects a global
consensus and political commitment at the highest level on development and environment
cooperation. The Agenda deals with both the pressing problems of today and the need to
prepare for the challenges of the next century.

It recognizes that sustainable development is primarily the responsibility of
govermnments, and this will require national strategies, plans and policies. The efforts of nations
need to be linked by intemational cooperation through such organizations as the United
Nations.  The broadest public participation, and the active involvement of the non-
governmental organizations and other groups should also be encouraged.

The objectives of Agenda 21 require substantial new financial assistance for developing
countries. They need this additional support to cover the incremental costs of actions to deal
with global environmenttal problems, and to accelerate sustainable development. Money is also

needed to allow international bodies to implement the recommendations of Agenda 21.
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Special attention should be given to nations whose economies are in transition,
including eastern Europe and the former Soviet Union, where countries are transforming

economies, sometimes in the midst of considerable social and political tension.

25. Children and Youth in Sustainable Development

Youth makes up nearly one-third of the world’s population, and they need a voice In
determining their own future. Their active role in the protection of the environment and
involvement in decisions on environment and development is critical to the long-term success
of Agenda 21.

Development plans should ensure young people of a secure future, including a healthy
environment, improved living standards, educaton and jobs.

Education levels should be increased so that, by the year 2000, more than half the
young men and women in every country will have a chance of secondary schooling or
vocational training. Students should be taught about the environment and sustainable
development throughout their schooling.

Governments should consult and let youth participate in decisions that affect the
environment . Youth should also be represented at international meeting, and participate in
decision-making at the United Nations.

Children make up nearly half the population in many developing countries. In both
developing and industrialized countries, children are highly vulnerable to the effects of
environmental degradation.

Countries should combat human rights abuses against youth, especially young women
and girls, and see that their children are healthy, adequately fed, educated and protected from
pollution and toxic substances. Development strategies should deal with the entitlement of

young people to natural resources.
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36. Education, Training and Public Awareness

Many people do not understand the close ties between human activities and the
environment because they have inaccurate or insufficient information.

There is a need to increase people’s sensitivity to, and involvement in finding solutions
for environment and development problems. Education can give people the environmental and
ethical awareness. Values and attitudes, skill and behaviour needed for sustainable
development. To do this, education needs to explain not only the physical and biological
environment, but the socio-economic environment and human development.

Basic education is the underpinning for environment and development education. All
countries should strive for universal access to education, and achieve primary education fo\r at
least 80 percent of all girls and boys, though formal schooling or non-formal education. Aduit
illiteracy should be cut to at least half the 1990 level, and literacy levels of women brough into
line with those of men.

To improve sustainable development education, nations should seek to :

® Make environment and development education available to people of all ages.

® Work environment and development concepts, including those of population, into
all educational programmes, with analyses of the causes of the major issues. There should be a
special emphasis on training decision makers.

® Involve schoolchildren in local and regional studies on environmental health,
including safe drinking water, sanitation, food and the environmental and economic impacts of
resource use.

The world needs a flexible and adaptable work force, equipped to meet growing
environment and development problems, and changes during the transition to a sustamnable
society. Countries should :

® Set up training programmes for school and university graduates to help them
achieve sustainable livelihoods.

® Encourage all sectors of society, including industry, universities, governments, non-
governmental organizations and community organizations, to train people in enviornmental

management.



® Provide locally trained and recruited environmental technicians to give local
communities services they require, starting with primary environmental care.

® Work with the media, theatre groups, entertainment and advertising industries, to
promote a more active public debate on the environment.

® Bring indigenous peoples’ experience and understanding of sustainable
development into education and training.

Make environment and development education available to people of all ages.
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