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# # 5573340225 : MAJOR ARCHITECTURE

KEYWORDS:
PATCHARANAN CHANTHAI:  THE PROJECT OF PLANNING AND DESINING THE
BUDDAVASZONE OF WAT KHAO TAMTIAM, SUPHANBURI. ADVISOR: PHAO SUWANSAKSRI,
CO-ADVISOR: ASSOC. PROF. PINYO SUWANKIRI, 215 pp.

Wat Kao Tamtiam is located on the range of hills in the West of U Thong ancient city, U
Thong District, Suphanburi Province. Significant Dvaravati archaeological sites and antiquities were
found in the area of the temple; for example, the Wheel of Dhamma, the bronze statue of Buddha
preaching on the lotus seat, and the stone inscription with the Sanskrit word “Pussayakeree”. This
word is relevant to “Pussapakeree Mahawiharn” in Orissa State, India which was built in the era of
Ashoka the Great. This encourages the academicians to presume that Wat Kao Tamtiam is the first
temple in Thailand. After surveying the present condition of Wat Kao Tamtiam, it is found that the
ordination hall, an archaeological site built in Ayutthaya Era, is located on the hill. As a result,
monks have to stay in a temporary building instead. Although the temple has historical value, both
the appearance of important architectural works and the landscape management of the temple in
the present could not appropriately demonstrate the development of the temple area. Therefore,
it is agreeable to conduct a study on design suggestions called “The Project of Planning and
Designing the Buddhavaszone of Wat Khao Tamtiam, Suphanburi” to improve the temple area,

making it conformable to the temple itself.

In the process of researching, the documents about the historical significance of U Thong
ancient city. Then, the actual site was examined for gathering the data for case studies. The case
studies was divided into 4 sections, namely the case study about temples in U Thong District, the
case study about the architecture of ordination halls and shrine halls in Suphanburi, the case study
about the influence of Dvaravati art on architectural and artistic works of U Thong ancient city, and
the case study about Dvaravati characteristics in the present architectural designs. These collected

data will be used further for the designing.

The result suggested that the planning and designing be conducted to improve the
temple and the architectural designs for both buildings in the Buddha area should be conducted.
The first building is the ordination hall. The second one is the shrine hall for a statute of Buddha
preaching on the lotus seat. All the mentioned planning and designing is to demonstrate the value

of the first temple in Thailand which is located on the long historical area.

Department:  Architecture Student's Signature

Field of Study: Architecture Advisor's Signature

Academic Year: 2015 Co-Advisor's Signature
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