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The main purpose of this research is to study the editors' and the
Journalism instructiors' opinions about reporters' characteristics and their
roles in social development.

It is found that the expected characteristics of reporters which the
editors rated as the first and second priority were the ability in gathering
information and nose for news, respectively. At the same time, morality was
rated as the first and nose for news as the second by Journalism instructors.
In today reality, however, the editors assessed reporters' salary, welfare
and professional skill at lower level than other characteristics. On the
other hand, the Journalism instructors rated salary and language usage skill
at lower level than other characteristics.

In regard to social development roles, the editors gave their opinions
that reporters should play greater roles in democratic promotion and social-
justice fighting than other roles. Meanwhile, the editors pointed out some
very inadequate roles which the reporters actually play today such as the
promotion of women's image and the providing of occupational oppbrtunity for
the people. According to the Journalism instructors' opinions, reporters
should play their roles, at high level, in fighting for social-justice and
criticizing for social fairness. However, these Journalism instructors
assessed today reporters' roles in morality promotion and development
motivation at relatively low level.

Finding from the statistical test of the differences betw=en the
editors' and Journalism instructors' opinions are the following.

1. In regard to reporteré' expected characteristics, the editors
more agreed than the Journalism instructors that reporters should have
characteristics such as the high capability of information gathering, the
ability to work under time pressure, devotion to his/her responsible career,
liking in journalist career and good human relations. On the other hand,
the Journalism instructors more agreed than the editors that reporters should
have good computer skills and adequate educational background in Journalism.

2, 1In regard to reporters' actual characteristics today, the editors
more agreed than the Journalism instructors on politeness, credibility and
accuracy. :

3. In regard to reporters' expected characteristics, the editors
more agreed than the Journalism instructors that reporters should play their
roles in social development such as democratic promotion, providing of
occupational opportunity for the people and supporting of the environmental
conservation.

However, both the editors and the Journalism instructors thought
that today reporters have their characteristics and social development roles
not as good as they should do in all aspects studied in this research.
Moreover, most of the editors' opinions were more positive than of the
Journalism instructors especially the opinions concerning reporters' actual
roles today.
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