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The objective of this research is to determine the characteristics,
format and purposes of the discursive apparetus of the radio talk show "Jor

Sor Sontana'.

This qualitative research project involved interpretations of
existing audio tapes which had been recorded from the radio program during
the 31 day period (July 25 - August 24, 1992), in-depth interviews, and my -~
experience as an observer-as-participant and announcer of the radio station
"Jor Sor 100". All information from such sources was subjected to the

discourse analysis based on several ideas and theories to ensure clarification.

Regarding the results, it could be concluded that the radio talk
show "Jor Sor Sontana" is hardly a forum for free expression of views.
Listeners could only participate in this talk show to a certain extent, due
to the fact that the program "Jor Sor Sontana" is restricted by regulations
and policies of the management and their superiors, i.e., the Royal Thai Army.
Such radio programs were intended merely to supplement regular traffic
reports in order to intermittently lighten the listeners' mood. The purpose
of the discourse for participants is apparently just a way to release one's
tension and to ease one's mind, or a course to relay public opinions to

authorities without expecting a practical response.
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