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## 4486553435 : MAJOR THAI CLASSICAL DANCE

KEY WORD : FOLK DANCE / SI SAMRONG
JITTIMA NAKEEPHET : FOLK DANCE IN SI SAMRONG DISTRICT,
SUKHOTHAI PROVINCE. THESIS ADVISOR : MALINEE ACHAYUTTAKAN,

426 pp. ISBN 974-17-5991-6

This thesis aims to study the history and to analyse the dance patterns of the folk dance in Si Samrong
District, Sukhothai Province, that have been evident from 1960 to 2003. The research methodology includes
studying related documents, interviewing experts and performers, observing 6 real performances and practicing
the dance patterns with experts. Mr.Samnao Janjaroon, an expert of the folk dance in Si Samrong District and a
winner of the 1989 Performing Arts Award, proves to be a significant source of information.

The findings tell that the folk dance in Si Samrong District was originated from group congregation
for entertainment purposes annually on the Thai New Year ( The Songkran Day). There are altogether 7 dance:
1) Pleng Ram Wong 2) Pleng Chuichai Khao Wat 3) Pleng Yim Yai 4) Pleng Hin Rin Rae 5) Ram Bab Bot 6)
Ram Klong Yao and 7) Ram Mangkla. These dances can be divided into 4 groups according to their performing
features: Group 1 focuses on singing, that is Pleng Ram Wong, Group 2 focuses on dancing accompanied by
singing, that are Pleng Chui Chai Khao Wat, Pleng Hin Rin Rae, Group 3 focuses on dancing, that are Ram
Klong Yao, Ram Mangkla, and Group 4 focuses on dramatic performance that is Ram Bad Bot. The first 3
groups of performance used to performance used to be performed by villagers and the last group by teachers in
the district. However, nowadays they are all performed by district teachers.

The study also indicates that in the past the dances were individually designed but nowadays they are
influenced by standard dance of both the theatre in the district and the national Department of Arts and Culture.
Mr. Samnao Janjaroon helps improve the dance and make them more interesting. Group 1 is the only group that
has not been changed and still preserves the traditional dance patterns. The circle of performers in Group 2 has
been adjusted into a semi-circle so that audience have an unobstructed view of all performers who are equipped
with ready-made lyrics, not improvised ones as in the past, in order that the performance can be appropriately
timed. Group 3 has been transformed from a dance procession into a Rabam pattern with procession variation.
In Ram Klong Yao, female performers have been added to help change performers’ costumes and musicians are
dressed in the Burmese style whereas they are dressed in Jong Kra Bane in Ram Mangkla. The number of songs
in Group 4 has been reduced from 12 songs to no more than 6 song which are accompanied by Tone Drum
rather than the western musical band as before. The costumes have been traditionalized into Jong Kra Bane

costumes to suit the present-day social conditions.

Department Dance Student’s signature.............o.oeveiiiiiniiinnnnn
Field of study Thai Classical Dance AdVisor’s signature. ............oceeiiiiiiiinnannn

Academic year 2004
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