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The ob jective  of this th e s is  is to s tu d y  th e  role of in terest g ro u p s  b eh in d  th e  บ.ร. 
d ec isio n  on th e  Kyoto Protocol. The Kyoto Protocol, w hich in part of th e  U nited N ations 
Fram ew ork C onvention on Clim ate C h an g e , o b lig es  industrialized  nations to u n d ertak e  
spec ific  a n d  legally b ind ing  red u c tio n s  in th e  em ission  of g re e n h o u se  g a s e s .  The U nited 
S ta te s  s ig n e d  the  Protocol on N ovem ber 12, 1998. H ow ever, the  Clinton A dm inistration 
in d ica ted  th a t it w ould not subm it th e  Protocol for S e n a te  ratification until m eaningful 
com m itm en ts w ere  m a d e  by dev e lo p in g  cou n tries. A lthough m ore th an  h u n d red  forty nations 
hav e  now a g re e d  on th e  legally b ind ing em iss io n s  reduction , in J u n e  2001 , P res id en t Bush 
is su e d  a  policy s ta te m e n t a s  rejecting  the  Kyoto Protocol.

The s tu d y  confirm s th a t in terest g ro u p s  e sp ec ia lly  th e  oil industry  b e a r  responsibility  
for th e  บ.ร. d ec is io n  not to ratify th e  Kyoto Protocol ev en  if it is th e  only international 
a g re e m e n t to tack le  g lobal w arm ing.
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