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This research is divided into two parts: The first part begins with a study of the factors affected the
determination of a sample sizes. The second partis about the studying of the relationship between the types
of auditors and the factors affected the determination of a sample sizes in performing the audit. The methods
of this research are by way of studying documents, interviewing a number of auditors and collecting data in
the questionnaires. This research using Correlation Analysis and Chi-square finds that:

The auditors deal with risk in planning audit evidence is through the application of the audit risk
model. Using the audit risk model, there is a direct relationship between acceptable audit risk and planned
detection risk, and an inverse relationship between acceptable audit risk and planned evidence. As such,
sample size for substantive test is affected by acceptable audit risk, inherent risk and control risk. There are
many factors influencing these risks such as initial versus repeat engagement, distribution of ownership
(listed or non listed company), audit fee, misstatements found in the previous year's audit, changes of
accounting policies and accounting systems as well as management, volume of transactions, makeup of

population, fluctuation of financial ratio and audit software package.

According to this study, 95% of auditors from Big Four firms used the following factors: inherent

risk, control risk, level of confidence in accounting and volume of transactions.

According to this study, 90% of auditors from Non Big Four firms used misstatements found in the

previous year's audit and 80% of them used inherent risk, control risk and volume of transactions.

The factors which are differently used by both groups of auditors are tolerable rate, expected

population deviation rate, risk of assessing control risk too low and allowable risk of incorrect acceptable.

The Study recommends that the Institute of Certified Accountants and Auditors of Thailand and the
Board of Supervision of Auditing Practices should organize seminars regarding factors affected the
determination of sample size for auditors to be able to effectively determine the amount of evidence the

auditor should accumulate in each circumstance.
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