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This research, which uses both quantitative and qualitative approaches, has the
following objectives: to analyze ethical decision-making of teenagers who converse in a
chat room on the Internet, and to study the relationship between different variables and
the decision-making of the sampled teenagers in a simulated scenario.  The study
employs questionnaires and in-depth interviews for the data collection.

The study has the following main findings:

1) gender difference has an influence on the teenagers’ decision-making in a
certain setting. While male teenagers use personal satisfaction as the main
criteria in their ethical decision-making with little consideration about the
surrounding social environment, female teenagers will base their ethical
decision-making in the simulated scenarios upon commonly accepted social
and cultural norms.

2) most of the studied teenagers display the value of unlimited freedom in their
ethical decision-making. This has led to a formation of a common value which
emphasizes the seeking of love and sexual relations.
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