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ABSTRACT
ijectives
The objectives of this research were as follows :
%) To study status of educational research in Thailand and Japan during the
period of 1993-1888 and compare the findings of the two countries.
2) To study trends of educational research in Thailand and Japan in the next
decade (around Year 2007} and compare the findings of the two countries.

Procedures

This descriptive research acguired data from 3 sources ; documenis, survey and
interview. Data were collected in 2 periods. The first period was conducted during 1893-
1954, and the second one was in 1887-1928. Samples of this study were educational
administrators, professorsfinstructors/teachers or educators and researchers in both
governmental and private educational institutions involving in educational research in
Thailand and Japan. The research instruments used were guestionnaire and interview
form in Thai and Japanese versions.
Research Findings

1) Japan unlike Thailand, has a national educational research institution which
enabled the country {o efficiently promote educational research in both quantity end
quality. During the years of 1986-1880, the number of research projects in Japan was 36-
37 times higher than in Thailand, but it was reduced to 10-12 times higher during  1991-
1966. The number of research in Thailand in 1996 increased 4 times higher from 18886.
The increase was dramatic unlike Japan where the increase was rather gradual from 2.4-
23 woercent. However, it must be noted that the number of universities, colleges and

schools in Japan wsre also higher than in Thalland, and Japan counted the coliection of

statistical data as research work whereas Thailand did not. Moreover, it



!

was found that in Japan, private institutions made great contribution while in Thailand the
contribution was least. In Thailand, during 1976-1980, most research works were done in
the area of measurement and evaluation which it was least done in Japan. At the later
period, during 1993-1996, most research works in Thailand were dealing with curricuium
while Japan had very few research in this area, but instead, teaching method was found
more popul.a'r. in general, most research works cenducted in Japan were in the areas of
history/fundamental education, non-formal, sarly childhood and special education
whereas in Thailand very few of these were found. Intersstingly, mos! research in
Thalland were done in the elementary and secondary education, and were least done in
higher education, which was vice versa in Japan. Survey research was found most
popular in both Thailand and Japan. Second tc survey research, Thailand éOnduc‘ied
experimental research while Japan conducted more of historical reéearch. It was alsc
found in both countries that policy and national education scheme, needs and interests of
the institutions, researchers and funding agenciss were necessary for research planning.

soblems encountered by most Thai researchers were lack of sufficient time and moral
suppert from the administrators while Japanese researchers need more research
assistants and assistance for data collection. In general, problems concerming funding
facilities, information services and resources are lower in Japan than in Thailand. in both
countries, research evaluation system was found missing. The countries were still not
satisfied with the level of rasearch dissemination and application that they have done.

o 2} Trends of educational research in the next decade, around Year 2007 in
Thailand and Japaﬁ .were similar. The number of research projecis will be increased in
both countries, but in Thailand, it will be increased at a higher rate than in Japan. Both
countries will increase their budgets for research activities. Macro and inte:rdiscip!inary
projects will get more support. There will be a strong attempt to get funding assistance
from private sectors and varée‘fyvof ways {0 promote research activities will be made
availabte: ~ Ressarch network will be set up. ét the national and intérhationa! levels.
Dissemination of_ research through interﬁet and cther network systems will be increased.
in Japan, research universities, international center for research and local %esearch
centeré will be sst up whersas in Thailand, the attem.pt will be put on the set up of national
research network, a system for research qualily assurance and the promotion of new and

" creative ways to promote research.
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'QUESTIONNAIRE
STATUS AND TRENDS OF EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH IN JAPAN

A Joint Survey between

Research Division, Faculty of Education,
- Chulalongkorn University, Thailand

and Institute of Education,

University of Tsukuba

Instructions

1. For the question with multiple choices, please put a v" mark in the underlined space in
front of the applicable item. For the gu<stion which needs a descriptive answer, please
write down your answer in the space provided.

2. If the choices provided are not applicable to your answer, please select "others” and

write down your answer in the space provided.

Personal Information

powo

6.

Sex 1) Male 2} Female
Age years old
Job experience in present organization _years

Post and rank (professor, lecturer, assistant, researcher, eic.)

Position within the organization (dean, head of the institute, head of the center, member of a

research team, etc.)

Name of the organization

Information Concerning the Organization

9
i

Establisher of the organization

1)__ Govemment and local government sector
2} Private sector (including private university)
3)_ Public foundation

4) Cthers

Types of the organization
i) University 2} Research Institute
3} Others




For the question below, please put a v" mark in the underlined space in front of the
applicable item. '

Questions Concerning the Activities of Your Organization

1. Roles of your organization conceming the research

(1) Role(s) in which your organization is engaged (more than | answer is O.K.)
1) Conducting research activities
2) :_Assisting a person or group to conduct a research

3) Collecting and arranging research data and material
4) Contacting and coordinating with other organizations
5) Others

2. Research Plans of the Organization

(1) Period of the research plans as determined by the organization  (only one answer)

1) Short-term plan (less than one year) only

2) Long-term plan (more than one year) only

3) _ Bothshort and long-term plan

4) Others

5) _____ The organization does not have a research plan, . _
(2) Factor(s) which has influences on the research planning {more than 1 answer is O.K.)

1) Policy and objectives of the organization

2)___ Needs of the administrators

3)____ Problems occurring during the research conducting

4) _ Benefits or results expected to be obtained from the research

5) _____ National economic and social plan, educational plan, or national research plan

6) Economic and social condition of the country

7y______ Contents of the already existing research

8) _Proficiency and nature of research staff = .

9) ______ Opinions and recommendations of experts

10)____ The organization does not have a research plan.

11)__ Idon'tknow.

12) Others

3. Ways in obtaining research topics
{1} Ways in which the organization uses in order o obtain research topics
(more than 1 answer is 0.K.)
1)____ The staff proposes the research topics they are interested in to the higher level

administrator.



2)
3)
4)

3)

6)
7

&)

)
10)
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The research topics are decided through a seminar.

The higher level administrator decides the research topics.

The research topics are not decided by the organization, but by the higher level
organization. _ ” L

Sponsoring organization decides the research topic.s..

The organization sets up a committee to decide the research topics.

Individual persons propose the r:seafch topics they are interested in to the
organization. e _

The organization decides the research topics which accord with the interests of
the researchers.

I don't know.

_Others

4.  Ways in Managing the Research Projects

(1) Ways in which the organization manages the research projects. If2) and/or 3) are applicable,

please answer the sub-questions that follow.

(more than 1 answer is O.K.)

D
2)

3)

S—

'——_

[S—

 E

The organization directly manages the research projects.

The organization manages the research projects through the research committee
consisting of persons below.

l)__Staff of the organization

2) ____ Experts from the other organizations

3)____ _Administrators

4)  Idon'tknow.

5) * QOthers

The research projects are managed through the guidance of persons below.
1) Consultants

2)  Experts from the other organizations within Japan

3)___  Experts from foreign countries

4)___ Noconsultant

5)__ Idon'tknow.

6) Others

Information Concerning Your Own Research Activities

5., Nature of Research Conducted

(1) Reasons for conducting research  (more than 1 answer is 0.K.)

D It is because of the direct responsibility of the organization
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2y It is useful for policy making.
3y Itisuseful for the improvement of teaching and leaming activities.
| 4)  itis useful for finding solutions of problems occurring in the classroom.
5)____Itis useful for the academic development in the field.
8) It is useful for promoting your academic career.
7 It is useful for job promotion.
8} QOthers
(2) Time spent in conducting research (more than [ answer is O.K.)
1) Spending a long period of time in conducting research on one topic
continuously
2)  Conducting the same topic of research periodically
3)___ Spending difference period of time, rather irreguiér[y, depending on the topic.
43 Others
{3} Duration of time in conducting one research {only one answer)
1) Lessthanone year
2)  More than one year but less than two years
3)  More than two years but less than three years
4) More than three years but less than four years
5) More than four years
{4) Type of research project team (only one answer)
13 Conducting alone
2} Conducting in team
3)___ Either conducting alone or in team depending on the situation
6. Problems in Conducting Research
(1} Problems arising when conducting research (more than 1 answer is O.K.)
1) Waste of time due to the complicated administrative system
2)____ Project is not conducted according to the schedule due to the over-workload of
the project administrator
3) The consultant is too busy to give advice.
4)  There are so many consultants that there are conflicts among their opinions.
5y Itisdifficult to contact with the consultant.
6} The consultant lacks motivation due to jow consultant fee.
7 The project grant is not sufficient.
8  Receiving the project grant is usually late and there is not enough time left
for conducting research,
9)_____There is not enough travel expense for conducting research.
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10)  Rhtis difficult to employ a research assistant.
11} Others
7. Research Methodology Most Frequently Used
(1) Research methodology most frequently used (more than | answer is 0.K.)
1) Survey research
2)  Experimental research
3} Qualitative research
4) _ Historical research
5} Analytical research
6) _ Correlational research
7). Not specify
8)_  Others
8. Methodology of Data Analysis Most Frequently Used
(1) Methedology of data analysis frequently used (more than 1 answer is 0.K.)
1) Using computer to analyze the data on your own
2} Analyzing the data manually on your own
3)  Employing other people to analyze the data
4)  Asking other people for assistance with no payment
5} Notspecify
6)  Others
9. Problems Concerning Research Methodology
(1) Problems often arising during research process (more than | answer is O.K.}
1) Specifying research problems
2} Review of related literature
3)____ Determining research design
43  Development of research equipment (computer, video, OHP, etc.}
5} Data collection
6) ___ Data analysis methodology
7} Writing of research report
8) ____Discussion among research participants
9y Publication of research report
10)_ Presentation of research report to the public
11)___ Others
{2) Types ofthe problems {more than | answer is C.K.}
1) Deficiency in conceptualizing research framework and design

~

Z) Lack of support in data collection



3)

y SOV

)
6)
)
8)

9)
10)
11)

Inability in writing research report
Lack of skills in data coding, analysis and data interpretation

Lack of related literature reference, theories or data sources

Invalidity of obtaining reliable data _

Lack of equipment in conducting research (computer, video, OHP, etc.)
Lack of appreciate evaluation of the quality of the project

Lack of opportunity to present the resuits

No evaluation of the results of the project .

Others

Questions Concerning the Conditions in Conducting Research

10.
8y

2

1))

Problems arising when conducting research in team

Number of research staff (only one answer)
1)____ Appropriate
2) Inappropriate
3)_  [Idon'tknow
4) Others
Research skills of research staff  (only one answer)
1) Appropriate
2) Inappropriate
3)____ Idon'tknow
4) Others
Type of research conducted (more than 1 answer is 0.K.)
1) Individual research
23 Team research
3)_____ Joint research among institutions
4 Idon'tknow
5)_____ Others v
Problems concerning research staff in case of joint research {more than 1 answer is O.K.)
1) Quality of the staff is low.
2} Team work is bad.
3) _ Overloading of the staff's work
4)__ Lack of support in enhancing motivation from the administrators
5) Lack of research assistant _
6)__ Lackofstaff's devetion to the research
7 Staff's narrow research perspectives
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8)  Unable to continue the same research due to the change of the staff members
9)  Others
1. Research Budget
(1) Sources of research grants (more than 1 answer is C.K.)
1} Govermment
2)  Public organizations besides the government's
3y Foreign organizations
4} Organizations in private sectors
5)  Others
(2) Balance of financial support obtained in your organization between educational research and
non-educational research projects (only one answer)
1)  Appropriate
2}  Inappropriate
3)  Idon'tknow
4y  Others
{3} Appropriateness of the financial support to your research projects {only one answer)
1) Appropriate
2} Inappropriate
33 Idoa'tknow
4) __ Others
(4) Problems concerning research budget allocation (more than 1 answer is 0.K.)
1)__ Insufficient budget
2) __ Rigid regulation on payment
3}  Delay of receiving the budget, with short period of time left for research
project
4)  Waste of time due to complicated procedure concerning payment
5) ___ Waste of time due to the complicated procedure concemning project approvat
6)  The period of application for the research grant is too short.
7)______Idon'tknow
8  Others
12. Necessary Support Factors
(1) Necessary factors when conducting research {more than | answer is O.K.)
1) oral support such as motivation, encouragement from the administrators
2)  Adequate research fund
3) __ Fiexible payment procedure

4) Researcher's willingness



5)
5)
7

8)
9
10)

1)
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Researcher's awareness of researcty benefits or results
Appropriate academic evaluation

Researcher's rank promotion

Academic freedom

Appropriate database system

Researchers' collaboration

Others

Information Concerning Research Result Dissemination and Evaluation

13. Research Result Dissemination and Its Problems

(1) Types of your research result dissemination (more than | answer is O.K.)

1)__ Publication of articles in journals or . .ciodicals

2) Publication of books .

3} Presentation at symposium, seminar or meeting hosted by your research
institute

4) Presentation at symposium or seminar hosted by academic societies

5} Presentation at symposium, seminar or meeting hosted by other research
institutes

6) Sending research reports to libraries and other related organizations

i3] Sending research reports to administrators or other related researchers

8) Distribution of research abstract

9y Publication of articles in newsletter, leaflets or folders

10} Radio broadcasting

11)___ Television broadcasting

12)  Report to your own organization and grant supporters

13)  [dom'tknow

14) Others '

{2) Problems of dissemination (more than | answer is 0.K.)

1) Lack of recognition about utility of the research

2)  Lack of systematic dissemination methodology

3) Administrators' lack of recognition about the signiﬁcanéé of research

4) Inadequate research budget for preparing research reports and publication

5 No persen in charge of preparing research reports

6) Some research topics which are against the organization's policy are not atlowed
to be presented in public.

7 Research which has negative results cannot be published.



N
BN
(@]

8)  Persons practicing =ducation do not know how to utilize the research results.
9)____ Support and encourugement for the effective utilization of the research are
limited.
10) _ Lack of exchange of the research resuits among organizations
11)__ Others
14. Research Quality ;
(1) Evaluation system or organization (only one answer)
1) Yes (Go to(2))
2)  No (Go to (4))
(2) For those who answer 'Yes' in the previous question
Are there any definite criteria to evaluate the research quality?  (only one answer}
1) Yes (Goto (3%,
2) No (Go to (4))
(3) Forthose who answer 'Yes' in the previous question
What are the criteria? {more than | answer is O.K.)
1y Criteria made by assigned committee
2) _ Criteria made by assigned research project team
3} Criteria made by the head of division or department of the organization
43 Informal evaluation
5} Tdon'tknow
6)  Others
(4) Research quality as classified by types of researchers (in each type, please select only one
answer from three levels: "high," "average,” and "low")
a. Researchby university's 1) ~ High . 2)  Average 3) __ Low
faculty members
b. Research by school 1) High 2) _ Average 3)__ Low
teachers
¢. Research by the 1) High 2)  Average 3) .4 Low
organization
d. Research by students 1) High 2)  Average 3)_ Low
(5) Degree of significance of educational research as generally percieved (only one answer)
1)  High .
2y Moderate
3y Low

{6) Satisfaction in your research work

If satisfied, please answer questions in 'a.’ and give reasons why you are satisfied. [f not,



248

please answer guestions in 'b.’ and give reasons why you are not satisfied.

(more than | answer is 0.K.)

— 1)_____ Success in achieving research purposes
— 2)___ Contribution of research results to the academic field development
— 3) ___ Devotion and high qualification of research staff
a. Satisfied 54— 4)__ Usefulness of the research results
— 5)__ Interest of the public toward the research results
—— 6)  Research work and procedure have been carried out effectively.
. — 7 Others
—1) _ Research topics are not interesting.
2" Research topics are not significant for the organization.
—3) _ Weakness of research methodology
—4)__ Time for research is limited and it cannot be done as intended.
b. Unsatisfiedd—S)  Research is not completed on time.
—6)___Inadequacy of researchers' devotion
—7)____ Lack of effective utilization of research results
—8) Lack of the research's indepth study
—9) QOthers
15. [Evaluation Methodology of Research Quality
(1) Rewarding system of high-quality research (more than [ answer is O.K.)
1) High-quality research is announced its honor to the public.
2) ___ High-quality research is rewarded in money.
3} More opportunities to disseminate the research results
43 QOthers
16. Problems Concerning Research Utilization
{1} Are your research works effectively utilized? (only one answer)
' 1) Effectively utilized
2)  Utilized at some degrees
3} No utilization
4)  Idon'tknow
(2) The fields in which your research works are utilized  (more than 1 answer is O.K.}
1) Policy making and planning
2)____Implementation or simplification of the plan
3 TImprovement of the teaching and learning process

4y Improvement of curriculum
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5)______ Solving the problems arising in the classroom
6) _ Development of your research field
7)_____ Offering database or references
8) ldon'tknow
) QOthers
{3) Types of users of your research results (more than 1 answer is 0.K.)
1) University's facuity mambers
2)  School teachers
3}  Administrators
4) Supervisors
5) ___ University students
6) Your organization
7 Private organizations
8) _ Others
(4) Parts of the research results mainly utilized {more than 1 answer is 0.K.)
1)  Research findings
2) Research equipment and materials
3)__ Research process and methodology
4) Description of related literature
5}  Research abstract |
6y Others
{5} Problems concerning research utilization {more than | answer is O.K.)
1) Lack of administrators' interest
2y Ineffective management system of research organization in Japan
3)__ Low quality of the research
43 Irrelevance of the research findings to the needs of the users
5)___ Over-use of difficult technical terms |
6) _ Lack of academic atmosphere on the side of the users
7)____ Similar research topics are frequently found.
8)  Difficulty in applying the research findings
N Project duration is too long and it does not satisfy the need promptly.
10)  No cooperation among related organizations and no utilization system
11)_____ Project completed behind the schedule makes it difficult to be utilized.
12)  Others

END OF THE QUESTIONNAIRE
THANK YOU FOR YOUR COOPERATION
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INTERVIEW FORM

Trends of Educational Research in the Next Decade

Name of the interviewee...........ooooiiiciiii i,
institution of the interviewee..............ooiiiiiiniinnn
Name of the Interviewer. ..o e

Date of INtemvieW . .. e

What do you think will be the significant significant changes in educational research in
the next decade ?
A. Trends in Educational Research in General

1. Research topics

2. Research processes

2.1 Research propesal for funding



3. Research methodoiogy

......................................................................................................................

............................................................................
.....................................................................................................................

B. Trends Concerning Your Research Interest.
8. What do you do to promote the quality of your research ?



Bl

OPINIONNAIRE CONCERNING AREAS OF
EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH IN THE NEXT DECADE

265

Piease indicate level of your concerning the possibility of research studies in the

following areas in the next decade

High

Average

- Low

. Study of tducational Philosophy
. Study of Educational Policy:
...... Past, Present, future e

. Study of improvement of Educational

Administration and Educational Management

Study of Adoption of Appropriate

Persons towards Teaching Career

. Study of the Influence of Educational

______ T _elg_hrj‘oil_ogy_ on Class Management

. Study of Factors Influencing on

....... Studsiis Achievementy | | 0 Do V]

. Study of Relationship between Students and

Teachers

17. Stugdy of Development of Life-long Education

and Establishment of Learner's Next-work




2686

High Average Low

18. Study of Influences of Social Context (Economic,
Environmental, Family Conditions and so on)
on Education

19. Study of Manpower Demands for Social

Economic Development

20. Study of Relationship between Culture and

Education

21. Study of Value and Morality
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