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Many people think it impossible for guerrillas to exist for long in the enemy's rear. Such a
belief reveals lack of comprehension of the relationship that should exist between the people
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and the troops. The former may be likened to water the latter to the fish who inhabit it. How
may it be said that these two cannot exist together? It is only undisciplined troops who make
the people their enemies and who, like the fish out of its native element cannot live.

. On Guerrilla warfare (1937) Online Version: Maoist Documentation Project (2000); Mao Tse-
tung Reference Archive (marxists.org) 2000
i
Louise Strong, August 1946)

1. 2489 (Talk with the American Correspondent Anna

All reactionaries are paper tigers.  appearance, the reactionaries are terrifying, but in reality
they are not so powerful. From long-term point of view, it is not the reactionaries but the
people who are really powerful.

(Mao Tsetung, Selected Readings from the Work of Mao Tsetung (Peking: Foreign Languages
Press, 1971), p. 349.)
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