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The purposes of this research were to develop, experiment and validate the prototype of the research
integrated community health nursing practicum project. The research was conducted using research and development
procedures. The generalized randomized block and pre-test/ post-test design was implemented to study the
effectiveness of the developed prototype. The participants included forty one fourth-year nursing students of The
Royal Thai Navy College of Nursing in academic year 2004 and ten community member representatives. Based on
their community health nursing score, two experimental groups and two control groups were randomly assigned and
controlled by the four blocking procedures in four villages. The duration of experiment was four weeks. Data were
collected by observation, interview, testing, survey, and leaming logs. Content analysis was employed for qualitative
data, whereas descriptive statistics, correlation and analysis of variance were done for quantitative data.

The results of this research were as follows: (a) the developed prototype indicated that community-based
research process had been integrated into the five step-community health process, and each of those steps involved
several ongoing community-based research cycle in a coil-like manner, the community member representatives
actively participated in every step of the process, the developed prototype was pre-validated by eleven experts;
(b) the post-test scores of community health knowledge were significantly higher than the pre-test scores, the scores
of the experimental group-2 were significantly higher than those o fthe control group-1, whereas the control group-2
scored significantly higher than the control group-1, and the scores of community health nursing in group-2 were
significantly higher than group-3 at .05 level; (c) the scores of community health nursing practicum were above sixty
percent which was prior set as criterion score; (d) the post-test scores of community-based research knowledge were
significantly higher than the pre-test scores, the experimental group-1 scored significantly higher than the control
group-1 and 2 at .05 level; (e) the experimental groups had positive attitude towards participation in community-
based research in community health aspect; (f) the community member representatives empowered by the systematic
health problem management demonstrated positive attitude towards participation in community-based research in

community health aspect and holistic health care awareness.
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