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The ob jective  o f th is thesis is to s tudy the in te rnet usage o f new  social m ovem ents 

to create a lliance o f dem ocra tic  m ovem ents. Th is thesis focuses so le ly  on the Thai NGO 

w ebsite  (w w w .tha ingo .o rg ). The assum ptions o f the  study are as fo llow ing: the Thaingo 

uses the  in ternet to construct d iscourses in o rde r to m obilize m ovem ent a lliances. The 

in form ation provided by the Tha ingo  increases in te rnet users ’ aw areness o f pub lic  issues 

and succeeds in m obiliz ing people  to be a lliance w ith dem ocra tic  m ovem ents on specific  

issues o f eth ics or m orality. However, they did not succeed in raising dem ocra tic  issues, 

because the NG O s im age on th is aspect is still perce ived as unre liable . The thesis ana lyze 

contents o f the  w ebsite  and conduct in -dept in terv iew s o f key in form ants concern ing  the 

operation o f the w ebsite  and re late NGOs.

The find ings o f the  s tudy show  that the  NGOs a ttem pt to construct d iscourses by 

presenting d iffe ren t top ic issues to be argued but the d iscourses can not be situated as the 

dom inant d iscourses due to severa l com plicated factors, nam ely, the lack o f know ledge and 

enthusiasm s o f NGO w orkers, the m anagem ent problem  and users ’ a ttention . However, the 

w ebsite  provides m ore in-dept in form ation than the  m ainstream ing m edia. M oreover, the 

users pay m ore a ttention to expressing the ir op in ions on social prob lem s issues than before. 

Finally, the w ebs ite  succeeds in persuading people to access to it; besides, it ga ins the 

acceptance from  the o ther NG O s and people w ho are in terested in deve lopm ent issues.
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