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T h is  th e s is  aims to  a n a ly ze  l i t e r a r y  works p r a is in g  k in g s  in  
d i f f e r e n t  p e r io d s . In  s tu d y in g  th e  poems, b o th  p u b lis h e d  te x ts  and 
unpub lished  m a n u s c r ip ts , th e  a u th o r c o n s id e rs  th e  main fe a tu re s  o f th e  fo rm s ,  
th e  language and th e  c o n cep tio n  o f  th e  k in g s h ip  as w e ll as a sse ss in g  th e  
va lu e  o f  these poems and d is c u s s in g  th e  r e la t io n s h ip  o f th e  poems to  h is t o r y .

I t  was found  th a t  e u lo g ie s  f o r  k in g s  a re  a k in d  o f l i t e r a r y  works  
th a t  g l o r i f y  k in g s ' v i r t u r e s .  The f i r s t  t h a i  e u logy  f o r  k in g s  was w r i t t e n  
in  Ayudhaya p e r io d  about 2017-2058 B .E . T h is  k in d  o f  works has been found  
from  tim e  to  tim e  u n t i l  now.

The s t r u c tu r e  o f t h a i  e u lo g ie s  f o r  k in g s  can be ana lyzed  In to  3 
p a r ts :  an in t r o d u c to r y  s e c t io n  in  wh ich  th e  p oe ts  exp ress t h e i r  re s p e c t to  
s u p e r io r  b e in g s , a main body , and a c o n c lu s io n . The main body i s  c o n s id e re d  
to  be th e  most im p o rta n t p a r t  because in  t h i s  p a r t  th e  k in g s 'v i r t u r e s  were  
p ro c la im ed . That is  , th e  k in g s 'q u a l i f i c a t io n s  , t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s  and t h e i r  
p e a ce fu l kingdom were d e s c r ib e d  in  t h i s  p a r t  o f  th e  e u lo g y . U s u a lly  th e  k in g s  
were de sc r ib e d  as good B uddh is t k in g s  who ru le d  th e  kingdom  on th e  p r in c ip le s  
o f Dhamma. The a r t i f i c i a l  language i s  used in  th e  poems to  make th e  image o f  
th e  k in g  more im p re s s iv e .

The development o f t h is  ty p e  o f  p o e try  i s  in  term s o f  fo rm ,c o n te n t  
and ideas  abou t k in g s h ip .  T h is  ty p e  o f  work a ls o  in d ic a te s  th e  r e la t io n s h ip  
between th e  poems and h is t o r y .  Bes ides th e  v a lu e  in  l i t e r a t u r e ,  th e  e u lo g ie s  
f o r  k in g s  have th e  v a lu e  in  h is t o r y  and s o c io lo g y  as w e l l .
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