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Withaya Sucharithanarugse, Puak : Concept of Collective Behaviour in

Thai Society. Proceedings of The 6hIntemational conference on Tha  dies,, Theme
vn ,Chiangmal, 14-19 October 199, pp.219-228

TPuak assumes no formal strucnwe.  As a patter of relationship, puak
remains abstract. However, its manifestation takes various forms as group, party,
association cahinet, efc.

1BPuak has  its own boundary or territory which is multi-lay6ered and defined
by background of majority of the members. It is multi - layered because one rarely Joins
puak on a single qualification unless one is truly prominant  in certain way.

19Being part or member of puak is equivalent to ioentify one’s self as stich
and such. One ay be forced to accept a standpoint associated with the puak. However
the fluicity of the puak lessens the risks of being permanently branded.
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Puak is devoid of ioeological commitment, rather puak is tied up with
prospects of benefits to be gained. Wax and wane of benefit dictateshif and change of
puak.

2LPuak has a core which is a small number of persons. These people can act
In the name of puak. They bring in benefit and gain and glory and reversely they can
equally cause loss and debacle. Yet the core itself can disintegrate well as reintegrate.

2 Parting company with puak and entering or reentering puak is accepted &s a
common practice. Thai polities in particular, Is ever-changing. Forcing one to remain
true to puak through out is not pragmatic. Thai politics is typified by the saying: there
exists no true friend nor permament enemy. This implies that within a puak, there fings
difference of views. Differences are not hard to reconcile.
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