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The objective of this study was to investigate the relationship
between socio - economic, demographic factors, including health status of labour force 
and disicion on treatment of illness. Data used in this study were derived from 
the Health and Welfare survey conducted by the National Statistical Office, in 1991 
and 1996. The samples were those who reported ill or not feeling well during the 
two weeks before the survey. There were 7,341,914 persons in 1991 and 4,928,076 
persons in 1996.

The results of the study showed that in 1991 the majority of lalour force
who were ill chose self treatment, followed by using modern medicine, no treatment 
and other methods. On the contrary in 1996 most of the labour force used modern 
medicine, other popular choices were self treatment, no treatment and other 
methods. However, it was also found that 1996 the proportion of labour force who 
used self treatment, no treatment and other methods were less than those of 1991.

Several socio - economic and demographic factors such as age, sex,
education and region were correlated with decision on treatment of illness as 
hypothesized.
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