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The purposes o f this cross-sectional descriptive study were to explore factors related to loss 

follow-up o f patients who obtain malaria treatment for Plasmodium falciparum  in Malaria Clinic and Health 

Center at Thongphaphum District, Kanchanaburi Province. The study was conducted during November 

1998 to March 1999 by interview questionnaires. Data from 140 patients were collected. In this study 

percentage, mean, SD, Chi-square Test, Fisher’s Exact Test, Unpaired t-test and Multiple logistic regression 

were used to examine information.

Data from questionnaires revealed that loss follow-up rate o f patients who obtain malaria 

treatment for Plasmodium falciparum  in Malaria Clinic and Health Center at Thongphaphum District, 

Kanchanaburi Province were 53.6 % (95 % Cl = 45.3 -  61.9X). Loss follow-up patients were male,others 

religions^io education,general workers,average incomes per month lower 2,000 baht. Patients who reside 

at Thongphaphum District and have not migrated to other areas were loss follow-up then significance 

association (p<0.05). Factors related to loss follow-up were symptoms after treatment and they forgot 

follow-up appointment. Patients suggested mobile Malaria Clinic for follow-up their illness at their homes or 

communities.Five factors which affected to loss follow-up o f patients named sex, race, net 

usingjcnowledge about malaria and satisfaction about appointment were taken into the logistic model.

Author recommends that foDow-up o f patients should be more recognised by patients and 

providers in order to evaluate cure rate in the treatment regimens.
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