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The aims o f  the  r e s e a r c h  was to s tudy the p a t t e r n s  and f a c t o r s  
i n f l u e n c i n g  the bus inessmen of Tha i l and  in p a r t i c i p a t i n g  the  s o c i a l  movement 
in May 1992.

The f i n d i n g s  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t ,  f i r s t l y ,  t h e r e  were the  c o r r e l a t i o n ' s  
between the p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in  s o c i a l  movement of May 1992 and a)  a t t i t u d e  
towards the government o f  t h a t  p e r io d  b) a t t i t u d e  towards the  l e a d i n g  group 
t h a t  opposed the  government c)  e x p e c t a t i o n s  to the su cc e s s  o f  th e  o p p o s i t i o n  
to the government  d) e x p e c t a t i o n s  to  the  r e a c t i o n s  of  f a m i ly  and c o l l e a g u e s  
o f  the bus inessmen e) e x p e c t a t i o n s  of  g a in in g  or  l o o s in g  the  s o c i a l  
i n t e r e s t s  r e g a rd i n g  the  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in s o c i a l  movement f )  the  i n f l u e n c e s  
of p r e s s  and media.  There were d i f f e r e n c e s  among the  f a c t o r s  c i t e d  above 
between the  group of  bus inessmen who had jo ine d  the s o c i a l  movement and the 
group who had n o t .

Secondly ,  o t h e r  f a c t o r s  l e a d i n g  to s o c i a l  movement p a r t i c i p a t i o n  were 
a l s o  the f e e l i n g s  of  u n s a t i s f a c t i o n  to the  government,  s t r u c t u r a l  b lockage  of 
freedom, p o l i t i c a l  o p p o r t u n i ty  s t r u c t u r e ,  ideo logy  and r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  group 
i n t e r e s t s ,  r e s o u rc e  m o b i l i z a t i o n .

L a s t l y ,  p a t t e r n s  of  the  bu s in essm e n 's  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in  s o c i a l  
movement v a r i e d  from i n d i v i d u a l s ,  groups and p r i v a t e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  such as 
the Chamber of Commerce of T h a i l a n d ,  the  I n d u s t r i a l  c o u n c i l  of  T h a i l a n d ,  and 
the bankers  A s s o c i a t i o n  of T h a i l a n d .

The s o c i a l  movement of  May 1992 had been s u c c e s s f u l  in  t r i c k l i n g  
changes in  p o l i t i c s  and r e - o r g a n i z i n g  the t h a i  p o l i t i c a l  p a t t e r n .  The o t h e r  
r e s u l t  was fo rm a t io n  of  the  b u s in e s s m e n ' s  a s s o c i a t i o n  in  o r d e r  to  s e a r c h  fo r  
the new mechanisms f o r  the  improvement o f  the p o l i t i c a l  sy s tem .  From the  
r e s u l t  of  t h i s  r e s e a r c h ,  we can be a s s u re d  t h a t  Thai s o c i e t y  has come a 
t u r n i n g  p o i n t  which the  bus inessmen have come to p lay  key r o l e s  in  p o l i t i c s  
more openly  and more f r e e l y  and,  in  more d e m o c r a t i c a l l y .
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