
CHAPTER V
RESULTS

5.1 Introduction
T his chapter d ocu m en ts the m ain findings o f  the analysis and is  d iv id ed  in to  tw o parts 
(1) the quantitative results and (2) the qualitative results.

5.1.1 Q uantitative data:
Q uestionnaire su rveys w ere conducted  w ith  1 ,200  unmarried youth  proportional to the 
s ize  o f  the D istrict, (285  in  Chanthabury, 32 9  in Saysetha, 2 2 9  subjects in  S ikhottabong  
and 3 5 7  in  Sisattanak D itricts) in  the study areas. T he univariate and b ivirate analysis  
b y  u sin g  C hi-Square test for categorica l variables and t test for con tin u ou s variables and  
m ultivariate analysis b y  usin g B inary L ogistic  R egression , Linear R eg ressio n  and C ox  
Hazard R eg ressio n  h ave been  perform ed to accom p lish  the ob jectives o f  the study. In 
both the univariate and bivariate an a lyses, the lev e l o f  s ig n ifican ce  accepted  w as (p- 
va lu e< .05 .

T he analysis is  presented as:
1) univariate analysis,
2 ) b ivariate an a lysis (an a lyses o f  determ inants for the f iv e  ou tcom e variables, 

w h ich  w ere identified  in the separate analyses) and
3) m ultivariate analysis.

In the b ivariate an a lysis, all the five  ou tcom e variables such as ever had sex , age at first 
sexual intercourse, con d om  use at the last sex , num ber o f  sexu al partners and sexual 
attitudes w ere  sum m arized  according to the sam ple s ize  w h ich  vary su b stan tia lly  across 
m easures b ecau se  o n ly  youth w h o reported b ein g  sex u a lly  active  included  in the 
an alysis, th ose  w h o  had no sexual experienced  did not reply on  the q u estion s age at first 
sexual behavior, con d om  use, num ber o f  sexual partners during the last six  m onths. 
H ow ever, w e  did not in clud e num ber o f  ep isod es o f  sexual intercourse in the bivariate 
analysis b ecau se  the sm all sam ple s ize  presented m eaningfu l analysis.
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T he section  5 .2  presents the univariate analysis o f  the characteristics o f  sam ple, 
in clud in g  the socio -d em ograp h ic  background o f  youth, their parents, parent-youth  
interaction, their intim ate relationsh ips, sexu al behavior and sexu al attitudes o f  youth. 
T he analysis w as focu sed  on  the com parison  b etw een  m ale  and fem ale  adolescents.

T he section  5 .3 , determ inants w ere sought for ever having had sex . S im ilarly  in  the 
section  5 .4 , w e  look ed  for determ inants for d elay age at first sexu a l intercourse. In the 
section  5 .5 , determ inants for con d om  u se w ere exam ined . In the section  5.6 , 
determ inants for m u ltip le sexu a l partners w ere identified . S ection  5 .7  sexu al attitudes 
w ere an a lyses according to the se lected  dem ographic characteristic o f  the sam ple, 
in tim ate relationship  and partner’s deviant behaviors, sexual b eh av iors, and parent- 
youth  interaction. T he section  5 .8  sum m arized the bivariate an a lysis o f  the four 
ou tcom e variables o f  sexu al behaviors and sexu al attitudes.

5.1.2 Q ualitative Data:
T w o focu s group d iscu ssion s (F G D ) on e m ale  and on e fem ale  w ere carried out in  each  
o f  the 4  d ifferent d istricts a) D istrict Chanthabury, b) D istrict S ayseth a, c) D istrict 
Sikhottabong and d) D istrict Sisattanak. For each district, 2 F G D s w ere  carried out (1 
fem ale  & 1 m ale  group). T he total num ber o f  participants for F G D  in Chanthabury w as  
9 m ales and 8 fem ales, in  S ikhottabong D istrict, there w as 8 m ales and 7 fem ales, in  
Sisattanak district, there w as 9 m ales and 7 fem ales and in Saysetha district, there w as 8 
m ales and 8 fem ales and the grand total for F G D  participants w ere 64  participants. The  
author m oderated the focu s group w ith  tw o  research assistants (m a le  and fem ale) to 
record the note-taking. D uring the F G D s, audio-recording in Lao lan gu age have been  
transcribed in  Lao language and then it w as translated into E nglish . T he independent 
reports w ere m ade on  the p rocess for each  FG D.

Intercoder reliab ility  is a critical com ponent o f  content analysis. A s N eu en d o rf (2 0 0 2 , p 
141) stated that “a goal o f  content analysis is to id en tify  and record re la tive ly  ob jective  
characteristic o f  m essag es, reliab ility  is param ount. W ithout the estab lishm ent o f  
reliab ility, content analysis m easures are u se le ss”. C o effic ien t reliab ility  (C R ) is a 
percent-agreem ent m easure in w h ich  the num ber o f  agreem ents b etw een  the first rater
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and the secon d  rater are d iv id ed  b y  the total num ber o f  co d in g  d ecisio n s. The  
relationship  o f  the reliab ility  sam p le w as 2 focus group d iscu ssion s as a subset o f  the 
full sam ple. O ut o f  total 130 cod ing , both coders rated 105 sim ilar resp on ses, w h ich  
m eans 8 0 .7  percent sim ilar resp on ses. H o lsti’s R eliab ility  C o effic ien t test w as used  in  
the study. T he form ula is fo llow in g:

C R  =  2 M /N 1 + N 2 ,
w h ere the M =num ber o f  tw o coders agree,

N l= n u m b er  o f  cod in g  d ecisio n s b y  cod er 1 m ade and  
N 2=n u m b er o f  cod in g  d ecisio n s m ade b y  coder2.

The H o lst i’s reliab ility  C o effic ien t has been  found to be (2 x  1 0 5 /1 3 5 + 1 0 5 ) =  .87.

T he variables u sed  to d escribe in  th is study is the short version . T able 5.1 provided  a 
d escrip tion  o f  the short reporting version  for variables.
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T ab le 5.1: D escrip tion  o f  the full variables and the short version  used  in text and in
tables

Full V ariab le D escription  Short R eporting V ersion for
V ariables

Sexual Experience
Condom Use at Last Intercourse during the Last
Six Months Prior to the Survey
Age at First Sexual Intercourse
Number of Sexual Partners during the Last Six
Months
Level Education of Respondents 
Currently Working 
Sufficient Income for expenses 
Source of Sex Education 
Currently Attending School 
Having sufficient income for expenses 
Feeling Happy towards Family 
Felling Lonely towards Family 
Educational Level of Mother 
Educational Level of Father 
Marital Status of Parents 
Living arrangement
Currently, Fathers living with the same house or 
presence at home
Currently, Mothers living with the same house 
or presence at home 
Currently mother’s working 
Perceived Mother-respondent connectedness 
Perceived Father-respondent connectedness 
Perceived Mother-respondent communication 
about general issues
Perceived Father-respondent communication 
about general issues
Perceived Mother-respondent communication 
about sexual issues
Perceived Father-respondent communication 
about sexual issues
Perceived mother expectation regarding to sex
Perceived father expectation regarding to sex
Currently having boy/girl friends
Peer influence to have steady friends
Peer influence to going out at with opposite sex
Peer influence encouraging having sex
Peer influence indicating desire having sex with
Boy/girl friends drink alcohol
Boy/girl friends smoke
Boy/girl friends use drug
Boy/girl friends going out during the night time

Ever Had Sex 
Condom Use
‘Age at 1st Sex’
Number of Sex Partners
Respondent’s Education 
Working Status 
Sufficient Income 
Sex Education 
Attending School 
Sufficient income 
Feeling happy 
Feeling Lonely 
Mother’s Education 
Father’s Education 
Parent’s Marital status 
Living place 
Living with Fathers
Living with Mothers
Mother’s working 
Mother-respondent connectedness 
Father-respondent connectedness 
Mother-respondent general 
communication 
Father-respondent general 
communication 
Mother-respondent sexual 
communication
Father-respondent sexual communication
Mother expectation regarding to sex
Father expectation regarding to sex
Having boy/girl friends
Peer influence to have steady friends
Peer influence to dating
Peer influence having sex
Peer indicating desire having sex
Partner’s drinking
Partner’s smoking
Partner’s drug use
Partner’s going at the night time_______



103

5.2 Characteristics of the Study Population
A  total o f  1 ,200  unm arried respondents com prising o f  7 0 0  m ales and 5 0 0  fem ales w ere  
recruited into the study. O verall, 102 subjects (8 .5  percent) w ere not at h om e after tw o  
v isits  or refused  to participate, a h ou seh old  n ext to the se lected  hom e w a s v isited  to 
se lec t a substitute participant (see  T able .5 .2). A m o n g  those w h o  w ere not at h om e or 
refused to participate, 27  w ere not at h om e in Chanthabury D istrict and 23  refused  to 
participate in  Sayseth a  D istrict, and 35 w ere not at h om e in Sisattanak D istrict and 17 
w ere substituted w ith  the next h ou seh old s w ith  unm arried youth  in  S ikhottabong  
D istrict.

T a b le  5 .2 : D istribution  o f  F requencies and Proportions o f  R esp ond en ts w h o  refused
or w ere not at h om e b y  D istrict

District Participated Non Participated Total approached
N % N (Female) % N %

Chanthabury 285 23.7 27 (12) 26.4 312 24.0
Saysetha 329 27.4 23(12) 2 2 . 6 352 27.0
Sisattanak 229 19.1 35 (20) 34.3 264 20.4
Sikhottabong 357 29.8 17(9) 16.7 372 28.6
Total 1 2 0 0 1 0 0 . 0 102 (53) 1 0 0 . 0 1302 1 0 0 . 0

A ll 1 ,200  unm arried respondents w ere g iven  a verbal con sen t b efore d ec id in g  w hether  
to participate in  the study. A ll research w as conducted  in fu ll agreem ent w ith  ethical 
p rin cip les, in clu d in g  the p rovision  o f  the D eclaration  o f  H elsin k i and the Ethical 
C om m ittee  Board o f  the F acu lty o f  M edical S c ien ces, N ational U n iversity  o f  Laos.
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5.2.1 Socio-dem ographic C haracteristics o f  Survey Population
5 .2 .1.1 S o c io -E c o n o m ic  S ta tu s  o f  R e sp o n d e n ts

T able 5 .3  sh ow ed  le ss  than o n e -h a lf  o f  respondents (47 .2  per cent) in  the sam p le w ere  
enrolled  in  the sch oo l at the tim e o f  the study. A lm ost on e fifth  (2 0  percent) o f  m ale  
youth  had com p leted  u n iversity  and higher, w h ile  o n ly  14.9 percent o f  fem ales had 
com p leted  th ese  lev els .

A  sign ifican t greater proportion o f  fem ales than o f  m ales w ere w ork in g  at the tim e o f  
the su rvey  (58  percent versus 43 percent). T he m ain  occu p ation s o f  youth , irrespective  
o f  sex  w ere u n sk illed  w orker (5 9 .8  percent and 57 .2  percent for m ales and fem ales  
resp ective ly ). The proportion o f  m ales w as h igher than fem ales in  a lm ost all 
occu p ation s excep t com m erce w h ich  w ere reflected  in their salary. A m o n g  those  
w orking, m a les rece iv ed  a h igher salary than fem ales due to their h igher q u alifications  
and sk ills  and reflect a m a le ’s lev e l o f  education.

T he m ain sou rce o f  in co m e for m ales w as parents (51.1 percent); w h ereas, fem ales  
w ere m ore lik e ly  to rely  on  their w ork  (5 0 .4  percent), fo llo w ed  b y  rece iv in g  from  
parents (4 2 .0  percent). M ore m ales reported that their in com e w as en ou gh  for their 
exp en ses com pared  to fem ale  youth  (7 6 .6  percent versus 6 5 .4  percent, p -v a lu e< .0 0 1 * * )  
lik e ly  b ecau se  the h igher salary o f  m ale respondents com pared to fem ale  respondents. 
R egarding to the liv in g  arrangem ent, the m ajority o f  m ale youth  (7 1 .6  percent) w ere  
liv in g  w ith  parents, w h ile  s ligh tly  over  h a lf  o f  fem ales (5 6 .2  percent) w ere  in  that liv in g  
arrangem ent.

O verall, m ale  respondents in this sam ple had a h igher lev e l o f  education  than fem ales  
w h ich  reflected  their salary and su fficient in com e for exp en ses; w h ile  fem ales w ere  
m ore lik e ly  currently w ork ing and rely on th em selves as source o f  incom e.
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Demographic Characteristics Male Female Total
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

Table 5.3: Distribution of Frequencies and Proportions of Socio-demographic of
Youth by Gender and Education

Age: (p-value.001**)
18-20 333 47.6 287 57.4 620 51.7
21-24 367 52.4 213 42.6 580 48.3

Total 700 1 0 0 . 0 500 1 0 0 . 0 1 2 0 0 1 0 0 . 0
Mean 20.7 2 0 . 2 20.5
SD 1 . 8 1 . 8 1 . 8
Currently attending school (p-
value<.0 0 1 ***)

No 420 60.0 213 42.6 633 52.8
Yes 280 40.0 287 57.4 567 47.2

Total 700 1 0 0 . 0 500 1 0 0 . 0 1 2 0 0 1 0 0 0

Highest level of schooling (p-
value<.0 0 1 ***)

Primary 48 6.9 73 14.7 1 2 1 1 0 . 1
Secondary 310 44.3 230 46.2 540 45.1
Technical 2 0 2 28.9 116 23 3 318 26.5
University & higher 140 2 0 . 0 79 14.9 219 20.9

Total 700 1 0 0 . 0 498 1 0 0 . 0 1198 1 0 0 . 0
Attended regular school or not
(p-value<.0 0 1 ***)

Fulltime 614 87.7 395 79.3 1009 84.2
Part-time 65 9.3 27 5.4 92 7.7
Fulltime & evening 2 1 3.0 76 15.3 97 8 . 1

Total 700 1 0 0 . 0 498 1 0 0 . 0 1198 1 0 0 . 0
Type of school attended
(p-value<.0 0 1 ***)

Government 532 76.0 400 80.3 932 77.8
Govemment(payment) 119 17.0 45 9.0 164 13.7
Private 49 7.0 53 1 0 . 6 1 0 2 8.5

Total 700 1 0 0 . 0 498 1 0 0 . 0 1198 1 0 0 . 0
Age when left school:
(p-value<.0 0 1 ***)

<15 55 19.6 104 36.3 159 28.1
16-19 172 61.5 158 55.0 330 58.2
20-24 53 18.9 25 8.7 78 13.7

Total 280 1 0 0 . 0 287 1 0 0 . 0 567 1 0 0 . 0
Mean age 17.4 16.3 16.8
SD 2.7 2 . 6 0.1
Currently working
(p-value< . 0 0 1  ***)

No 399 57.0 2 1 0 42.0 609 50.8
Yes 301 43.0 290 58.0 591 49.3

Total 700 1 0 0 . 0 500 1 0 0 . 0 1 2 0 0 1 0 0 . 0
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Demographic Characteristics Male Female Total
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

Table 5.3: (Cont.) Distribution of Frequencies and Proportions of Socio-demographic
of Youth by Gender and Education

Type of work: 
(p-value<.0 0 1 ***)

Government staff 15 5.0 17 5.9 32 5.4
Private 72 23.9 49 16.9 1 2 1 20.5
Commercial 28 9.3 55 18.9 83 14.1
Farmer 3 1 . 0 2 0.7 5 0 . 8
Worker & other 183 60.8 167 57.5 350 59.2

Total 301 1 0 0 . 0 290 1 0 0 . 0 591 1 0 0 . 0
Monthly salary: 
(p-value.0 0 1 **)

<250,000Kips 74 24.6 73 25.2 147 24.9
250,000-400, OOOKips 117 38.9 150 51.7 267 45.2
>400,000Kips 1 1 0 36.5 67 23.1 177 29.9

Total
Mean

301 1 0 0 . 0
452,667.7

290 1 0 0 . 0
409,031.0

591 1 0 0 . 0
431,255.

Source of income 
(p-value<.0 0 1 ***)

Working 205 29.3 252 50.4 457 38.1
Parents 358 51.1 244 42.0 568 47.3
Parents & working 80 11.4 30 60 1 1 0 9.2
Others 57 8 . 2 15 1 . 6 58 5.4

Total 700 1 0 0 . 0 500 1 0 0 . 0 1 2 0 0 1 0 0 . 0
Sufficient Income 
(p-value<.0 0 1 ***)

Yes 536 76.6 327 65.4 863 71.9
No 164 23.4 173 34.6 337 28.1

Total 700 1 0 0 . 0 500 1 0 0 . 0 1 2 0 0 1 0 0 . 0Living place (p-value< . 0 0 1 * * *)Parents 501 71.6 281 56.2 782 65.2Relatives 6 6 9.4 51 1 0 . 2 117 9.8Dormitory/House Rent/stay 133 19.0 168 33.6 301 25.1with friend /aloneTotal 700 1 0 0 . 0 500 1 0 0 . 0 1 , 2 0 0

Note: Significance tests evaluate the difference between males and females. Tests were carried out with 
chi-square for categorical variables and t-test for interval level variables 

* - Significant at the level p<.05 
** - Significant at the level p<.01 
*** - Significant at the level pc.001
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5 . 2 . 1 . 2  F a m i l y  S i z e  a n d  F a m i l y  S t r u c t u r e

A s sh ow n  in  T able 5 .4 , irrespective o f  gender, m ost respondents (6 5 .6  percent) reported  
that their fa m ily  structure, w h en  th ey  w ere grow in g  up, w a s com p o sed  o f  both their 
parents and sib lin g . T here w as no gender d ifferen ce b etw een  fam ily  structure o f  m ale  
and fem ale  youth.

T he m ean fam ily  s iz e  for this sam p le w as 6 .75 . There w as no d ifferen ce o f  fam ily  s ize  
reported b y  m ale  and fem ale  unmarried youth. The m ean o f  fam ily  s iz e  in  this study  
w as h igher than the reported N ation al D ata (5 .83  for the urban areas) (N ationa l S tatistic  
Center, 2 0 0 1 ). T h is d ifferen ce m ight b e exp lained  b y  various reasons su ch  as (1 ) h ow  
reliab le are national statistics and (2 ) did m igration from  rural areas to the capital, 
driven b y  the search for jo b  opportunities, affect fam ily  s iz e  in this study.

T able 5.4: D istribution  o f  F requencies and Proportions in  F am ily  S ize  and F am ily
Structure b y  G ender

Demographic Characteristics Male
Number Percent

Female
Number Percent

Total
Number Percent

F a m i ly  s i z e  ( p - v a lu e  .2 8 5 )
1 -3 2 6 3 .8 2 2 4 .0 4 7 3 .9
4 - 6 3 3 5 4 7 .8 2 1 9 4 7 .8 5 7 4 4 7 . 9
7 + 3 3 9 4 8 .4 2 4 1 4 8 . 2 5 8 0 4 8 .3

T o t a l 7 0 0 1 0 0 .0 5 0 0 m o 1 2 0 0 m o
M e a n 6 .7 6 .8 6 .7
S D 2 .1 2 .1 2 .2
B ir th  O r d e r  ( p - v a l u e .3 7 1 )

1 -2 2 4 1 4 8 .1 2 5 9 5 1 .8 6 0 0 5 0 .0
3 - 6 1 2 9 4 4 .0 2 0 0 4o:o 5 0 8 4 2 . 4
7 + 1 7 9 7 .3 4 1 8 .2 9 2 7 .6

T o t a l 5 1 1 0 0 .0 5 0 0 1 0 0 .0 1 2 0 0 1 0 0 .0
M e a n 7 0 0 3 .1 3 .0 0 3 .0
S D 2 .1 2 .2 2 A
F a m i ly  s tr u c tu r e
( p - v a l u e .0 5 4 )

P a r e n t  &  c h i ld r e n 4 7 4 6 7 .7 3 1 3 6 2 .6 7 8 7 6 5 .6
M o t h e r  &  c h i ld r e n 9 8 1 4 .0 6 1 1 2 .2 1 5 9 1 3 .3
F a th e r  &  c h i ld r e n 2 1 3 .0 1 6 3 .2 3 7 3 .1
P a r e n ts ,  c h i ld r e n , 9 7 1 3 .9 101 2 0 .2 1 9 8 1 6 .5
b r o t h e r / s i s t e r  in  l a w
O th e r 10 1 .4 9 9 1 9 1 .6

T o t a l 7 0 0 m o 5 0 0 1 0 0 1 2 0 0 m o
Note: Significance tests evaluate the difference between males and females. Tests were carried out with

chi-square for categorical variables and t-test for interval level variables 
*** - Significant at the level pc.001
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5.2.2  Socio-D em ographic C haracteristic o f  Y ou th ’s Parents
T able 5.5 sum m arized  the socio-dem ograp hic  characteristic o f  parents. A m o n g  m ale  
respondents for 85 percent o f  their father w as alive; w h ile  am ong fem ale  respondents  
89 percent o f  their fathers w ere alive. A p p roxim ately  95 .8  percent o f  m others o f  m ale  
and 9 6 .6  percent o f  fem ale  respondents w ere alive.

T he m ean  age o f  resp on d en ts’ fathers and m others o f  respondents irrespective o f  age  
w as nearly equal w ith  the m ean age o f  m others w as low er than the m ean age o f  fathers. 
E igh ty  percent o f  the parents w ere m arried and w ere liv in g  togeth er and 16.3 percent o f  
respondents had on e or both  parents w h o  w ere dead. A  sm all proportion o f  respondents 
(3 .8  percent) said their parents w ere d ivorced  or separated.

R egard ing to the educational lev e l o f  parents, am ong unm arried respondents s ix teen  
cou ld  not recall their father’s and tw e lv e  cou ld  not recall their m oth er’s educational 
lev e l. Parent’s educational attainm ent varied w id ely; parents o f  m ale respondents had  
higher education  than did  parents o f  fem ale respondents (p -va lu e < .001 ** * ) w h ich  
w ere reflected  in the d ifferen ce in  parent’s occupations o f  m ales and fem ales. 
R egarding to the m oth er’s w ork in g status; m ore fem a le ’s m others w ere w ork ing  
com pared to m a le s ’ m others (65 .8  percent versus 56 .3  percent, p -value. 0 0 1 * * ).

B oth  m ale  and fem ale  respondents w ere m ore lik e ly  to liv e  w ith  m others than fathers. 
S even ty  sev en  percent o f  m ales resided in the sam e h ou se w ith  their m others com pared  
to 6 4 .2  percent o f  fem ale  respondents (p -va lu e< .0 01 *** ). W h ile  72 .3  percent o f  m ale  
respondents reported that their fathers lived  in the sam e h ou se  w ith  them  and 60 .7  
percent o f  fem ale  respondents indicated that their fathers stayed  together w ith  them  (p- 
va lu e .5 45 ).
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Table 5.5: Distribution of Frequencies and Proportions of Socio-demographic of
__________ Respondent’s Parent by Gender of Respondents______________________

Demographic Characteristics Male Female Total
o f parents (N=700) (N=500) (N=1200)

N u m b e r P e r c e n t N u m b e r P e r c e n t N u m b e r P e r c e n t
A g e  o f  fa th e r :
( p - v a l u e .4 1 6 )

3 4 - 4 4 7 8 1 3 .1 5 1 1 1 .5 1 2 9 1 2 .4
4 5 - 5 4 3 1 8 5 3 .4 2 2 8 5 1 .4 5 4 6 5 2 .6
5 5 > 1 9 9 3 3 .4 1 6 5 3 7 .2 3 6 4 3 5 .0

T o t a l 5 9 5 1 0 0 .0 4 4 4 1 0 0 .0 1 ,0 3 9 1 0 0 .0
M e a n 5 2 .0 5 2 .7 5 2 .3 7 .7
S D 7 .3 8 .2
A g e  o f  m o t h e r
( p - v a l u e .2 8 4 )

3 0 - 4 0  y r s 1 3 0 1 9 .4 1 1 2 2 3 . 2 2 4 2 2 1 .0
4 1 - 5 1  y r s 4 0 9 6 1 .0 2 7 1 5 7 .6 6 8 7 5 9 .5
5 2  y r s > 1 3 2 1 9 .7 9 3 1 9 .3 2 2 5 1 9 .5

T o t a l 6 7 1 1 0 0 .0 4 8 3 1 0 0 .0 1 ,1 5 4 1 0 0 .0
M e a n 4 6 .3 4 6 . 2 4 6 .3
S D 6 .5 7 .0 6 .7
M a r ita l  s ta tu s  o f  p a r e n t s
( p - v a l u e .0 8 9 )

M a r r ie d  &  l i v e d  t o g e t h e r 5 5 0 7 8 .6 4 1 1 8 2 .2 9 6 1 8 0 .1
S e p a r a t e d /d iv o r c e d 2 3 3 .3 2 1 4 .2 4 4 3 .7
W id o w e d /b o t h  d e a d 1 2 7 1 8 .1 6 8 1 3 .6 1 9 5 1 6 .3

T o t a l 7 0 0 1 0 0 .0 5 0 0 1 0 0 .0 1 2 0 0 1 0 0 .0
H i g h e s t  l e v e l  o f  f a t h e r ’s
e d u c a t io n  ( p - v a l u e < .0 0 1 * * * )

I l l i t e r a t e 19 3 .2 1 7 3 .8 3 6 3 .5
C a n  r e a d  a n d  w r i t e 1 0 1 .7 10 2 .3 2 0 1 .9
P r im a r y 1 7 8 3 0 .0 1 4 6 3 4 .0 3 2 4 3 1 .7
S e c o n d a r y 1 5 7 2 6 .5 1 2 6 2 9 .3 2 8 3 2 7 .7
T e c h n i c a l / V  o c a t io n a l 1 6 0 2 7 .0 7 6 1 7 .7 2 3 6 2 3 .0
U n i v e r s i t y  &  h ig h e r 6 0 1 0 .1 4 6 1 2 .1 1 2 4 1 0 .8
D o n ’t k n o w 9 1 .5 5 1.1 1 6 1 .5

T o t a l 5 9 3 1 0 0 .0 4 3 0 1 0 0 .0 1 0 2 3 1 0 0 .0
H i g h e s t  l e v e l  o f  m o t h e r ’s
e d u c a t io n  ( p - v a l u e < .0 0 1 * * * )

I l l i t e r a te 7 2 1 0 .8 6 1 1 2 .8 1 3 3 1 1 .6
C a n  r e a d  a n d  w r i t e 3 9 5 .8 1 0 2 .1 4 9 4 .2
P r im a r y 2 7 9 4 1 .8 2 3 6 4 9 . 8 5 1 5 4 5 .1
S e c o n d a r y 1 7 6 2 6 .3 9 9 2 0 .9 2 7 5 2 4 .1
T e c h n i c a l / V  o c a t io n a l 8 4 1 2 .6 4 6 9 .7 1 3 0 1 1 .4
U n iv e r s i t y  &  h ig h e r 18 2 .7 2 0 4 .2 4 0 3 .6
D o n ’t k n o w 0 0 2 0 .4 12 1 .0

T o t a l 6 6 8 1 0 0 .0 4 7 4 1 0 0 .0 1 1 4 2 1 0 0 .0
W o r k in g  s ta tu s  o f  fa th e r
( p - v a l u e .1 7 9 )

N o 1 2 5 2 1 .0 7 8 1 7 .6 2 0 3 1 9 .5
Y e s 4 7 0 7 9 .0 3 8 6 8 2 .4 8 3 6 8 0 .5

T o ta l 5 9 5 1 0 0 .0 4 4 4 1 0 0 .0 1 ,0 3 9 1 0 0 .0
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T able 5.5: D istribution  o f  F requencies and Proportions o f  S ocio-d em ograp h ic  o f
R esp o n d en t’s Parent b y  G ender o f  R espondents

Demographic Characteristics Male Female Total
o f parents (N =700) (N=500) (N =1200)

N u m b e r P e r c e n t N u m b e r P e r c e n t N u m b e r P e r c e n t
F a t h e r ’s  o c c u p a t io n :  
( p - v a l u e < .0 0 1 * * * )

G o v e r n m e n t 1 6 6 3 5 .3 1 2 0 3 2 .8 2 8 6 3 4 .2
P r iv a te 6 3 1 3 .4 3 3 9 .0 9 6 1 1 .5
C o m m e r c ia l 1 0 6 2 2 .6 5 5 1 5 .0 1 6 1 1 9 .3
F a r m e r /A g r ic u l t u r a l 9 1 1 9 .4 1 2 1 3 3 .1 1 2 2 5 .4
W o r k e r /d r iv e r  &  o t h e r 4 4 9 .4 3 7 1 0 .1 8 3 9 .7

T o t a l 4 7 0 1 0 0 .0 3 6 6 1 0 0 .0 8 3 6 1 0 0 .0
W o r k in g  s ta tu s  o f  m o t h e r  ( p -  
v a l u e .0 0 1 * * )

N o 2 9 3 4 3 . 7 1 6 5 3 4 .2 4 5 8 3 9 .7
Y e s 3 7 8 5 6 .3 3 1 8 6 5 .8 6 9 6 6 0 .3

T o t a l 6 7 1 1 0 0 .0 4 8 3 1 0 0 .0 1 ,1 5 4 1 0 0 .0
M o t h e r ’s  o c c u p a t io n  
( p - v a l u e < .0 0 1 * * * )

G o v e r n m e n t 6 0 1 5 .9 4 5 1 4 .2 1 0 5 1 5 .1
P r iv a t e 3 3 8 .7 8 2 .5 4 1 5 .9
C o m m e r c ia l 1 8 6 4 9 .2 1 3 3 4 1 . 8 3 1 9 4 5 .8
F a r m e r /A g r ic u l t u r a l 7 7 2 0 .4 1 1 9 3 7 .4 1 9 6 2 8 .2
W o r k e r /d r e s s in g 2 2 5 .8 13 4 .1 3 5 5 .0

T o t a l 3 7 8 1 0 0 .0 3 1 8 1 0 0 .0 6 9 6 1 0 0 .0
M o t h e r ’s  o c c u p a t io n  
( p - v a l u e < .0 0 1 * * * )

G o v e r n m e n t 6 0 1 5 .9 4 5 1 4 .2 1 0 5 1 5 .1
P r iv a t e 3 3 8 .7 8 2 5 4 1 5 .9
C o m m e r c ia l 1 8 6 4 9 .2 1 3 3 4 1 .8 3 1 9 4 5 .8
F a r m e r /A g r ic u l t u r a l 7 7 2 0 . 4 1 1 9 3 7 .4 1 9 6 2 8 .2
W o r k e r /d r e s s in g 2 2 5 .8 13 4 .1 3 5 5 .0

T o t a l 3 7 8 1 0 0 .0 3 1 8 1 0 0 .0 6 9 6 1 0 0 .0
L iv in g  w i t h  F a th e r s  
( p - v a l u e < .0 0 1 * * * )

N o 1 6 5 2 7 .7 1 7 5 3 9 .3 3 4 0 3 2 .6
Y e s 4 3 0 7 2 .3 2 7 0 6 0 .7 7 0 0 6 7 .4

T o t a l 5 9 5 1 0 0 .0 4 4 5 1 0 0 .0 1 0 4 0 1 0 0 .0
L iv in g  w i t h  M o th e r s  
( p - v a lu e c .O O l* * * )  

N o 1 5 4 2 3 .0 1 7 3 3 5 .8 4 6 2 8 .3
Y e s 5 1 7 7 7 .0 3 1 0 6 4 .2 1 1 5 4 7 1 .7

T o t a l 6 7 1 1 0 0 .0 4 8 3 1 0 0 .0 1 2 0 0 1 0 0 .0
Note: Significance tests evaluate the difference between males and females. Tests were carried out with

chi-square for categorical variables. 
* - Significant at the level p<.05 
** - Significant at the level p<.01 
*** - Significant at the level pc.OOl
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In con c lu sion , fam ily  structural variables o f  m ale and fem ale  respondents w ere  
different. Parents o f  m ale respondents had h igher educational attainm ent than fem a le ’s 
parents w h ich  w ere reflected  in  the w ork in g  status. Fathers had h igher education  than 
m others w h ich  w ere reflected  in the d ifferen ce in father and m oth er’s occu p ation s. The  
marital status o f  fem a le ’s parents m ain ly  w as m arried and liv in g  together com pared to 
the m arital status o f  m a le ’s parents. M ore m ales than fem ales lived  w ith  fathers and 
m others.

5,2,3 Feeling tow ards Fam ily and Sex E ducation
5 .2 .3 .1  R e s p o n d e n t’s  F e e lin g s  to w a rd s  th e ir  F a m ily  

T able 5 .6  sh o w s that fem ale  w ere m ore lik e ly  to fee l lo n e ly  som etim es than w ere m ales  
(4 6 .8  percent versus 23 percent, (p-value<.001***). O n the other hand, m ales w ere m ore  
lik e ly  to report fee lin g  happy w ith  their fam ily  than w ere fem ales (3 8 .6  percent versus
2 5 .4  percent, (p-value<.001***). It w as probable that fem ale respondents w ere  m ore  
sen sitiv e  to fee lin g  lon ely , w h ile  m ale w ere m ore lik e ly  to en jo y  and not th inking too  
m uch w ith  sm all issues.

T ab le 5,6: D istribution  o f  F requencies and Proportions on  F ee lin g  L o n e ly  and
H ap p in ess b y  G ender o f  respondents

N o V a r i a b l e s M a l e s
N u m b e r  P e r c e n t

F e m a l e s
N u m b e r  P e r c e n t

T o t a l
N u m b e r P e r c e n t

1 F e e l i n g  l o n e l i n e s s  
( p - v a l u e < .0 0 1 * * * )  
N e v e r 3 8 0 5 4 .3 9 9 1 9 .8 4 7 9 3 9 .9
R a r e ly 1 0 8 1 5 .4 9 0 1 8 .0 1 9 8 1 6 .5
S o m e t im e s 1 6 1 2 3 .0 2 3 4 4 6 . 8 3 9 5 3 2 .9
O f t e n 3 2 4 .6 4 3 8 .6 7 5 6 .3
V e r y  o f t e n 19 2 .7 3 4 6 .8 5 3 4 .4
T o t a l 7 0 0 1 0 0 .0 5 0 0 1 0 0 .0 1 2 0 0 1 0 0 0

2 F e e l i n g  h a p p in e s s  
( p - v a l u e < .0 0 1 * * * )  
N e v e r 12 1 .7 3 0 .6 15 1 .3
R a r e ly 9 4 1 3 .4 6 8 1 3 .6 1 6 2 1 3 .5
S o m e t im e s 1 7 4 2 4 .9 1 5 1 3 0 .2 3 2 5 2 7 .1
O f t e n 2 7 0 3 8 .6 1 2 7 2 5 .4 3 9 7 3 3 .1
V e r y  o f t e n 1 5 0 2 1 .4 151 3 0 .2 3 0 1 2 5 .1
T o t a l 7 0 0 1 0 0 .0 5 0 0 1 0 0 .0 1 2 0 0 1 0 0 .0

Note: Significance tests evaluate the difference between males and females. Tests were carried out with
chi-square.

*** - Significant at the level pc.001



112

5 .2 .3 .2  S o u r c e  o f  In fo rm a tio n  on  S e x u a lity  I s su e s  
Table 5 .7  sh ow ed  that the m ajority o f  unm arried respondents indicated that their m ain  
source o f  sex  education  w as friends (3 4 .9  percent), fo llo w ed  b y  m edia  (2 9 .4  percent) 
and sch o o l (2 7 .9  percent). There w as a gender d ifferen ce in reporting the m ain source  
o f  sex  education . B o y s  tended to report that their m ain source o f  sex  education  w as  
friends com pared  to fem ale  (3 5 .7  percent versus 33 .8  percent). T his m ay  reflect the  
greater freedom  o f  m ale respondents to soc ia liza tio n  w ith  friends com pared to you n g  
fem ales. In addition, w e  noted  that few  respondents m en tion ed  parents (7 .8  percent) as 
source o f  sex u a lly  in form ation  w ith  10.8 percent o f  fem ale  respondents received  
inform ation on  sexu a lity  issu es from  such source, com pared w ith  5 .6  percent o f  m ales.

T able 5.7: D istribution  o f  Frequencies and Proportions on Source o f  Inform ation
on Sexuality  by G ender o f R espondents

N o  V a r i a b l e s M a l e s
N u m b e r P e r c e n t

F e m a l e s
N u m b e r  P e r c e n t

T o t a l
N u m b e r P e r c e n t

1 S e x  I n f o r m a t io n
( p - v a l u e .0 1 0 * * )
P a r e n ts 3 9 5 .6 5 4 1 0 .8 9 3 7 .8
F r ie n d s 2 5 0 3 5 .7 1 6 9 3 3 .8 4 1 9 3 4 .9
S c h o o l 1 9 7 2 8 .1 1 3 8 2 7 . 6 3 3 5 2 7 .9
M e d ia 2 1 4 3 0 .6 1 3 9 2 7 .8 3 5 3 2 9 .4
T o t a l 7 0 0 1 0 0 .0 5 0 0 1 0 0 .0 1 2 0 0 1 0 0 .0

Note: Significance tests evaluate the difference between males and females. Tests were carried out with
chi-square.

** - Significant at the level p<.01

5.2.4 P arent-R espondents C onnectedness and C loseness
Table 5 .8  d isp layed  the m ean distribution o f  parent-respondents con n ected n ess and  
c lo sen ess  as m easured on  11 item s. O nly respondents w h o se  fathers and m others w ere  
still a liv e  w ere asked  about the con n ected n ess w ith  parents. M ale and fem ale  
respondents w h o se  fathers a live  w ere 84.1 percent and 8 7 .4  percent resp ectively; w h ile  
m ale and fem ale  resp on d en t’s w h o se  m others a liv e  w ere 9 5 .7  percent and 9 6 .4  percent 
resp ectively . T he item  1 and 8- are interpreted as p h ysica l and em otiona l con n ected n ess, 
item s 2 , 3, 4 , 5, 6 , 7, 9 , 11- are em otional con n ected n ess and the item  10 w a s related to 
p h ysica l con n ected n ess. The resp on ses w ere on  a sca le  from  1 to 5, w ith  a score o f  on e  
ind icating less con n ected  and a score o f  5 indicating m ost con n ected . Several item s 
w ere em erged  as sta tica lly  sign ificant. W ith m others, m ale respondents w ere m ore
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lik e ly  to trust them  than are yo u n g  fem ales, and th ey  reported that “m y  m other cares 
about m e a lo t” and “m y m other has fun together w ith  m e”.

O n alm ost all item s m ales appear to h ave m uch greater p h ysica l and em otional 
con n ected n ess and c lo sen ess  either w ith  their m others and fathers. W ith fathers, m ales  
reported b ein g  em otio n a lly  and p h y sica lly  c lo ser  to their fathers than do fem ales (m ean  
3 .4 9  versus 3 .2 9 ). In addition, m ales tended to p erceiv e  that fathers understand them  
m ore than do fem ales. W h ile  w ith  m others, fem ales w ere m ore lik e ly  to report that they  
w ere m ost sa tisfy  w ith  relation w ith  their m others (m ean 4 .3 3  versus 4 .2 2 ). W ith  
fathers and m others, m ales w ere m ost lik e ly  to report that both parents care about them  
a lot, w h en  th ey  had prob lem s they can  talk to them . M ale respondents esp ec ia lly  
tended to p erceiv e  that both o f  parents helped  them  a lo t to ch o o se  their career. It m ay  
b e due to h igh  va lu e o f  their son  in  the fam ily.

H ow ever, the participants in the focu s group d iscu ssion , irrespective o f  gender  
su ggested  that a m inority  o f  youth  is c lo se  to parents. T he reasons o f  not b ein g  c lo se  to 
parents w ere exp la in ed  as fo llow s:

“Y o u th  a r e  n o t  to o  c lo s e  w ith  p a r e n t s  b e c a u s e  th e y  a r e  g o in g  o u t  a t  th e  
n ig h t t im e .  O n  th e  o th e r  h a n d , p a r e n t s  h a v e  n o  t im e  to  s p e n d  w i th  y o u th .  ” 
(V e r b a t im :  S a y s e th a  M - l )

‘‘Y o u th  a r e  n o t  c lo s e  w i th  p a r e n t s  b e c a u s e  th e y  h a v e  m o r e  f r i e n d s  a n d  s t i c k  w ith  
f r i e n d s  to  g o  o u t  o r  to  p la y .  H o w e v e r ,  s o m e  p a r e n t s  a r e  s t a y  to o  f a r  f r o m  th e m .  ” 
(V e r b a t im :  C h a n th a b r y  M -2 )

In term s o f  c lo sen ess  to parents, both sex  preferred to be con n ected  to m others than 
fathers. A s on e  participant suggested:

“I  a m  c lo s e  to  m o th e r  th a n  f a t h e r  b e c a u s e  m o th e r  is  n o t  g o t  a n g r y  e a s i ly  a n d  
s h e  is  n o t  u s e d  to  p u n i s h  th e ir  c h i ld r e n  w h e n  th e y  d id  w r o n g  [ n o t  u s e  v io le n c e ]  ” 
(V e r b a t im :  S i s a t ta n a k  M -8 )
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In sum m ary, respondents p erceived  c lo sen ess  and con n ected n ess to parents o f  the sam e  
gender. N ev erth eless , m ale  respondents w ere  m ore lik e ly  to p erceiv e  that th ey  w ere  
m ore p h ysica l and em otiona l c lo se  to parents in  a lm ost all item s com pared to fem ales; 
w h ile  fem ales w ere m ore lik e ly  to report that th ey  w ere m ore sa tisfied  w ith  their 
relation  w ith  m other, had fun together w ith  m other and w h en  th ey  h ave prob lem s they  
can talk to m other.

T ab le 5.8: M ean and Standard D ev ia tion  o f  P arent-R espondents C on nected n ess and
C lo sen ess  item s for M other and Father b y  S ex  o f  R esp ond en ts

No Variables Mother Father
Parent-youth
connectedness

Male 
N=670 

Mean SD
Female 
N=482 

Mean SD
p-value Male 

N=589 
Mean SD

Female 
N=497 

Mean SD
p-value

1 My mom/dad and I 
are close.

3.85 .85 3.86 .48 .773 3.49 .98 3.29 .93 .001**
2 I trust my 

mom/dad:
4.01 .73 3.90 .74 .071 4.02 .80 3.94 .81 .111

3 My mom/dad cares 
about me a lot.

4.10 .72 4.00 .72 .016* 3.83 .85 3.67 .83 .003**
4 My mom/dad is 

warm & loves me
4.10 .72 3.98 .73 .007** 3.88 .80 3.78 .85 .060

5 I am satisfied with 
relation with my 
mom/dad

4.22 .67 4.33 .68 .008** 4.02 .80 4.01 .82 .760

6 My mom/dad has 
fun together with 
me

3.46 .96 3.55 .83 .096 3.07 1.02 3.11 .96 .466

7 My mom/dad 
understands me.

3.58 .82 3.52 .83 .163 3.51 .90 3.29 .86 <.001***
8 When I do well, 

my mother/dad 
praises me.

3.67 .85 3.64 .90 .609 3.59 .92 3.58 1.01 .860

9 When I have 
problems, I can 
talk to my 
mom/dad.

3.29 1.08 3.43 .01 .035 3.18 .14 2.87 1.08 <.001***

10 My mom/dad is 
there when I need 
her/him.

3.55 .98 3.47 .94 .154 3.38 .05 3.11 .99 <.001***

11 My mom/dad helps 
me to choose my 
career.

3.30 1.12 2.99 1.23 <.001*** 3.45 .14 3.13 1.22 <.001***

Total Scale 3.74 .47 3.7 .53 .158 3.58 .59 3.43 .64 <.001***

Note: Significance tests evaluate the difference between males and females and were undertaken with t- 
test for interval level variables.

* - Significant at the level p<.05 
** - Significant at the level p<.01 
*** - Significant at the level p<001
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5.2.5  P arent-R espondents C om m unication  about G eneral Issues
O nly respondents w h o se  fathers and m others are still a liv e  w ere ask ed  about the 
con n ected n ess w ith  parents. R espondents w ere asked  about their percep tion  on  general 
com m u n ication  w ith  their m others and fathers, answ ering on  the sca le  from  1 to 5, w ith  
1 ind icating stron gly  d isagree and 5 m eaning strongly  agree. T he proportion o f  m ale  
and fem ale  w h o se  fathers a live  w as 84.1 percent and 87 .4  percent resp ectively; w h ile  
the proportion o f  male and female whose m others a live  w as 9 5 .7  percent and 9 6 .4  percent 
respectively. T able 5 .9  indicated that respondents w ere m ore lik e ly  to report that they  
can talk together about a lm ost anything to parents o f  the sam e gender. For instance, 
girls w ere m ore lik e ly  to reported that th ey  can talk to their m others a lm ost about 
anyth ing com pared  to b o y s (m ean  3 .67  versus 3 .4 3 ), w h ile  m ore b oy s than girls 
reported that th ey  can talk to fathers about a lm ost anything (m ean  3 .18  versu s 2 .89 ). 
T he sam e result w a s found for the statem ent “I can tell m y  m other/father h ow  I fee l 
about everyth ing” .

M ale respondents felt that it is ea sy  to d iscu ss problem s and their true fee lin g s  w ith  
fathers com pared  to fem ale  respondents. In addition, m ale respondents stron gly  agreed  
w ith  the statem ent “ it is ea sy  to d iscu ss problem s w ith  m others” com pared  to girls (3 .5 8  
versus 3 .0 2 ).

In general, respondents tended to fee l that it w as easy  for them  to d iscu ss  alm ost 
anything w ith  parents o f  the sam e gender. H ow ever, overall m ale  respondents reported  
to be able to talk m ore ea s ily  the problem s w ith  both, m others and fathers com pared to 
fem ale respondents.
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T able 5.9: D istribution  o f  M ean  and Standard D ev ia tion  o f  P arent-R espondents on
G eneral C om m unication  w ith  M other and Father b y  R esp on d en t’s S ex

N o I t e m M o t h e r F a t h e r
G e n e r a l  C o m m u n ic a t io n M a le  

N = 6 7 0  
M e a n  S D

F e m a le  
N = 4 8 2  

M ea n  S D

p - v a lu e M a le  F e m a le  
N = 5 8 9  N = 4 3 7  

M ea n  S D  M e a n  S D

p - v a lu e

1 M y  m o th er /fa th er  and  I can  
ta lk  to g e th e r  a lm o st ab o u t  
a n y th in g . ( P = .0 0 0  and  
p = .0 0 0 )

3 .4 3  .9 9 3 .6 7  .91 < .0 0 1 * * * 3 .1 8  1 .05  2 .8 9  .9 9 < .0 0 1 * * *

2 I ca n  te ll m y  m o th er /fa th er  
h o w  I fe e l  a b o u t ev ery th in g . 
( P = .0 0 0  and  p = .0 0 0 )

3 .2 0  1 .04 3 .4 1  .98 < 0 0 1 * * * 3 .0 1  1 .1 1 2 .7 5  1 .02 < .0 0 1 * * *

3 I fin d  it e a s y  to  d isc u ss 3 .5 8  1 .0 3 .4 4  .9 9 .0 2 3 * 3 .2 3  1 .08  2 .8 2  1 .05 < .0 0 1 * *
p r o b le m s w ith  m y  m oth er / 
father. ( P = 0 2 3  a n d p = .0 0 0 )

4  It is  e a s y  for  m e  to  d isc u ss  a ll 3 .2 3 1 .05 3 .2 5 .9 7 .7 4 7 3 .0 1 1 .0 7  2 .6 7 1 .0 4 < .0 0 1 * *
m y  true f e e l in g  w ith  m y  
m o th er  /fa th er  ( P = .7 4 7  and  
p = .0 0 0 )
T o ta l 3 .3 6 .7 8 3 .4 4 .81 .0 7 6 3 .1 1 .9 0  2 .7 8 .91 < 0 0 1 * *

N o te :  S ig n if ic a n c e  te s ts  e v a lu a te  th e  d iffe r e n c e  b e tw e e n  m a le s  an d  fe m a le s  an d  w e r e  u n d erta k en  w ith  t-
te s t  fo r  in terv a l le v e l  va r ia b les . 

* -  S ig n if ic a n t  at th e  le v e l  p < .0 5  
** - S ig n if ic a n t  at th e  le v e l  p < .0 1  
***  - S ig n if ic a n t  at th e  le v e l  p < .0 0 1

5.2.6  P arent-R espondent C om m unication  about Sexual M atters
T able 5 .1 0  sum m arizes the m ean  score com m unication  on  sexu al m atters b etw een  
respondents and their parents. S cores ranged from  1 to 5, w ith  the h igher score  
ind icating ‘very  often  d iscu ssin g  sex  top ics w ith  parents’ and the lo w  score m eaning  
‘never d iscu ssin g  sex  top ics w ith  parents. The proportion for parent-youth  
com m u n ication  in  sexu al top ics w a s sim ilar to the proportion for parent-youth general 
com m u n ication . T he study revealed  that respondents preferred to talk about the sexual 
m atters w ith  parents o f  the sam e gender. A  low er proportion o f  m ale  respondents 
com pared to fem ale  respondents reported talking w ith  their m others about sexual 
top ics.

M a le .  R espondents reported m ore to d iscu ss con seq u en ces o f  h av in g  sex , including  
pregnancy, S T D s, H IV /A ID S ; H IV /A ID S  and w hen  to start having sex , than did  
fem ales. W ith m others, m ales reported talking about H IV /A ID S , con seq u en ces o f  
having sex  and w h en  to initiate hav in g  sex . M ale respondents reported le ss  to talk about
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birth control w ith  m others than w ere fem ale respondents. H igher proportions o f  m ale  
respondents reported d iscu ssin g  w ith  their father issu es related to H IV /A ID S  (m ean  
1.95 versu s 1 .56) and con seq u en ces o f  having sex  (m ean 1.81 versus 1 .62), w h ile  low er  
proportions reported d iscu ssin g  birth control and reproduction. G irls w ere m ore lik e ly  
than b o y s to d iscu ss p h ysica l and sexual d evelop m en t w ith  m others (m ean  2 .8 4  versus  
1.70), w h ilst b oy s w ere m ore lik e ly  to talk about these issu es w ith  their fathers (m ean  
1.60 versu s 1.50).

F e m a le s .  R eported  m ore frequent to d iscu ss top ics such  as p h ysica l and sexual 
d evelop m en t, con seq u en ces o f  having sex  and reproduction w ith  their m others is m ore  
com m on . A  h igher proportion o f  fem ale respondents than m ales reported that they had  
d iscu ssed  w ith  their m others about w h en  to start having sex  (m ean  2 .4 2  versus 1.81). 
F em ale respondents w ere  le ss  lik e ly  than m ale respondents to talk w ith  their m others 
about con d o m s and birth control.

T h ese fin d in gs w ere corroborated w ith  the focu s group d iscu ss io n s’ ou tcom es. Y ou n g  
p eop le  rarely d iscu ssed  about sex  w ith  parents, in other sid e, th ey  talked m o stly  w ith  
their peers. Parents a lso  did not d iscu ss sexual m atters w ith  their children. A s  
participants in  the focu s group d iscu ssion  m entioned:

“Y o u th  r a r e ly  d is c u s s  w ith  p a r e n t s  b e c a u s e  th e y  a r e  s h y  a n d  d o  n o t  d a r e  to  
e x p r e s s  th e m s e lv e s  w i th  p a r e n ts .  W e a r e  m o r e  l i k e ly  to  d i s c u s s  w i th  f r i e n d s .  ” 
(V e r b a t im :  C h a n th a b u r y  M -4 )

“Y o u th  d o  n o t  d a r e  to  d is c u s s  w ith  p a r e n ts .  T h e y  ta l k e d  m o s t ly  w ith  f r i e n d s  
b e c a u s e  th e y  a r e  a f r a id  o f  p a r e n t s  s e e in g  th e m  a s  b a d  g i r l s  a n d  g e t t i n g  a n g r y  
w ith  th e m .  ” (V e r b a t im :  S a y s e th a  F -2 )

“I n  s o m e  f a m i l i e s  th a t  th e y  r e a r e d  th e ir  a d u l t  c h i ld r e n  w i th o u t  g i v in g  
in fo r m a t io n  o n  s e x u a l i ty ,  y o u th  d id  n o t  h a v e  a n y  k n o w le d g e  r e la t e d  to  s e x  
e d u c a t io n .  S o  w h e n  y o u th  a t  a g e  1 5  y e a r s  o ld , th e y  w i l l  le a r n  a b o u t  th e m s e lv e s  
o r  f r o m  f r i e n d s  a n d  th e y  w a n t  to  try . ” (V e r b a t im :  C h a n th a b u r y  F -5 )
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O verall the parental gender d ifferen ce is affected  b y  gender o f  youth. M others 
com m u n icate  m ore o ften  w ith  daughters than w ith  son s, w h ile  fathers rarely 
com m u n icate w ith  daughters about sex . The respondents preferred to h ave som eo n e  
w ith  w h o m  th ey  cou ld  d iscu ss these issu es and do not have to feel sh y  w h en  d iscu ssin g  
sexual m atters. T h is fin d in g  revealed  lack o f  parent-youth sexual com m unication .

T able 5.10: M ean D istribution  o f  P arent-R espondents on  S exual C om m unication  w ith  
M others and Fathers b y  S ex  o f  R espondents

Items Mother Father
Sexual Male Female p-value Male Female p-value
communication N=670 N=482 N=589 N=437

Mean SD Mean SD Mean SD Mean SD
Physical and sexual 
development

1.70 1.17 2.84 1.34 < 00 1*** 1.62 1.13 1.51 .98 .089

Reproduction 
having babies

1.59 1.08 2.23 1.24 < 0 0 1 *** 1.42 .93 1.52 .98 .085

Consequences o f  
having sex, 
Including  
pregnancy S T D s, 
H IV /A ID S

2.09 1.36 2.28 1.17 .013* 1.81 1.21 1.62 .94 .008**

HIV/A IDS 2.01 1.30 1.74 1.19 < 00 1*** 1.95 1.29 1.56 .93 < 001***

STDs 1.60 1.07 1.80 1.05 .001** 1.53 1.00 1.35 .71 .001**
When start having 
sex

1.81 1.28 2.42 1.30 < 00 1*** 1.66 1.14 1.53 .92 .059

Condom 1.59 1.09 1.44 .83 .012* 1.56 1.05 1.30 .72 < 001***
Birth control 1.35 .85 1 49 .88 .006** 1.25 .75 1.19 .57 .131

N o te : S ig n if ic a n c e  te s ts  e v a lu a te  the d iffe r e n c e  b e tw e e n  m a le s  an d  fe m a le s . T e sts  w e r e  ca rried  ou t w ith
t-te st  fo r  in terv a l le v e l  v ar iab les . 

* - S ig n if ic a n t  at the le v e l  p < .0 5  
** - S ig n if ic a n t  at the le v e l  p < 0 1  
*** -  S ig n if ic a n t  at the le v e l  p < 0 0 1

5.2 .7  Parental E xpectations R egarding Sexuality
T able 5.11 d isp layed  results o f  respondent’s perceptions on parental exp ectations  
regarding sexu a lity  and intim ate relationships o f  youth on four item s. Scores w ere  
ranged from 1 to 5 w ith  1 indicating strongly d isagree and 5 m ean ing strongly  agree. 
The stu d y revealed  that m ale respondents w ere m ore lik e ly  than fem ale  respondents to 
perceive that their m others and fathers think that they shou ld  pay m ore attention to 
education than hav in g  a girlfriend. T his m ay be b ecau se m ore m ales than fem ales w ere  
currently attending sch oo l and b ecau se it appeared that greater va lu e is attached to m ale
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education than fem ale  education . A p p roxim ately  a high proportion o f  fem ale  
respondents, com pared to m ale  respondents p erceived  that both their m others and  
fathers do not w ant them  to date, w ith  p erceived  op p osition  sligh tly  stronger for fathers 
than m others (a m ean o f  3 .8 6  and 4 .05  for m others versus a m ean o f  3 .3 0  and 3.21 for 
fathers resp ective ly ). P erceived  op p osition  b y  parents against en gag in g  in sexual 
behavior w as a lso  reported m uch m ore strongly  b y  fem ale respondents than for m ale  
respondents, su gg estin g  a d ou b le standard in sexu al relations. W h ile  approxim ately  the 
m ajority o f  m others and fathers (m ean 4 .35  and 4 .4 1 )  w ere p erceived  not to w ant their 
daughters to en gage in sex , the corresponding figure for b oys w a s about 3 .34 .

O verall, fem ale  respondents p erceived  strong d isapproval o f  prem arital sex  from  their 
parents, e sp ec ia lly  stronger d isapproval from  fathers than m others, and sligh t approval 
for boys. In contrast, m ales p erceived  that m others and fathers w ere m ore lik e ly  to 
approve that their son  shou ld  pay m ore attention to education com pared to girls.

T a b le  5 .1 1 : M ean S core D istribution  o f  P erceived  Parental E xpectation s R egarding
S exu a lity  b y  S ex  o f  R espondents

Item M other Father
Male Female Male Female

Mean SDM ean SD p-value Mean SD Mean SD p-value
(N =670) (N=482) (N =589) (N =437)

Parent feels that I 
should give more 
attention to education 
than having boy/girl 
friend.

4.16 .64 3.93 .95 <.001*** 4.19 .71 4.02 .87 < 0 0 1 * * *

Parent feels that I 
cannot go out to date 
at my age.
Parent feels that I

3.3 1.01 3.86 .91 <.001*** 3.21 .02 4.05 .82 < 001 ***

cannot kiss or necking 
with my boy/girlffiend 
at my age.
Parent thinks that I

3.25 1.02 4.25 .74 <.001*** 3.25 .04 4.32 .71 < 001 ***

should not have sex 
before I marry.

3.34 .04 4.35 .75 <.001*** 3.34 1.04 4.41 .71 < 0 01 ***

Note: Significance tests evaluate the difference between males and females. Tests were carried out with
t-test for interval variables. 

*** - Significant at the level p<.001
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5 .2 .8  S e x u a l A ttitu d es
R espondents w ere  asked  about their attitudes tow ards sexu ality . T h ey  answ ered  on  13 
item s w ith  a sca le  from  1 to 5, a score o f  on e  ind icating the m ost n egative  or 
con servative  attitude and a score o f  5 indicating the m ost p o sitiv e  or liberal attitude. 
The m ean  va lu es on  each  item  w ere d isp layed  in  T able 5 .12 . G ender d ifferen ces in  
sexual attitudes w ere reflected  in  you n g  m ale and fem ale responses. T he m ajority o f  
m ales and fem ales had con servative  attitudes towards sexu a lity  on  m ost item s. The 
m ain excep tio n  w as for item  1 “It is acceptable for m en  to h ave sex  b efore m arriage”, 
item  10 “It is not acceptab le for b oy s to force h is girl friend to have s e x ” and item  12 
“It is  not acceptab le for b oys to often  pressure girls to in itiate se x “, for w h ich  
respondents had a gen era lly  p o sit iv e  attitude. B o y s  w ere sig n ifican tly  m ore lik e ly  to 
h old  liberal attitudes tow ards sexu a lity  than are girls. For instance m ale  respondents 
have supportive attitudes on  the item s: “It is  acceptab le for m en  to h ave sex  b efore  
m arriage” m ore than fem ales (m ean score 3.1 versus 2 .5 ). T h is indicated that premarital 
sex  w a s regarded as leg itim ate for m ales, but not for fem ales. B oth  m ale  and fem ale  
respondents h old  con servative  attitudes towards prem arital sex  o f  girls. T h is finding  
clearly  illustrated that a gender d ou b le standard w as still predom inant in  the society . 
V irgin ity  still con tin u es to be h igh ly  valued  at m arriage.

There w a s a substantial d ifferen ce b etw een  m ales and fem ales in  reporting sexual 
attitudes. Several item s o f  sexu al attitudes em erged  as sta tistica lly  sign ifican t. M ales 
hold  le ss  p erm issiv e  attitude tow ards the statem ent “M en n eed  to have m ore than on e  
sexu al partner o ften  at the sam e tim e” (m ean 2 .2 0  versus 2 .0 0 ), “ It is acceptab le for m y  
friend to en cou rage m e to have se x ” (m ean 2 .4 0  versus 1 .90) and “It is acceptab le for 
m ost o f  m y  friends are hav in g  se x ” (m ean 2 .8 0  versus 2 .4 0 ) than fem ales did. A  sim ilar  
finding w as found for several other item s. N everth eless, girls had m ore liberal attitudes 
tow ards con sen su al sex  than did m ales.

In general, m ales and fem ales respondents had different attitudes and va lu es about 
sexuality . F em ales hold  m ore conservative attitudes tow ards sexu a lity  than m ales did.
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T a b le  5 .1 2 : M ean  and Standard D ev ia tion  on  S exu al A ttitudes Item s b y  S ex
Item s M ale  

(ท=700)
Mean SD

Fem ale  
(ท=500) 

Mean SD

T otal 
(ท=1200)

Mean SD

p-value

It is acceptable for men to have sex  
before marriage.

3.14 1.03 2.5 1.06 2.87 1.1 < 0 01 ***

Men need to have more than one 
sexual partner, often at the same 
time

2.26 .81 2.03 .74 2.16 .79 < 0 01 ***

It is acceptable that my friends 
encourage me to have sex.

2.45 .93 1.94 .67 2.24 .87 < 0 01 ***

It is acceptable most o f  my friends 
are having sex.

2.87 .96 2.46 .80 2.7 .91 < 0 01 ***

I must have sex to keep my 
boyfriend or girlfriend

2.87 .97 2.36 .84 2.66 .95 < 0 0 1 * *

It is acceptable for women to have 
sex before marriage

2.59 .94 2.39 .83 2.51 .90 < 0 01 ***

It is okay for a girl to initiate sex 2.42 .94 2.3 .89 2.37 .91 < 0 00 ***
It is okay for a girl to suggest 
condom use

2.55 .89 2.22 .77 2.41 .85 < 0 01 ***

I think that woman is also 
interested in the man who have 
multiple sex partners

2.31 .74 2.32 .83 2.31 .78 .005**

It is not acceptable for boyfriend to 
force his girl friend to have sex

3.4 .96 3.59 .91 3.48 .94 < 0 01 ***

It is not all right to demand sex 
from a girlfriend or boyfriend.

2.91 .95 3.42 .94 3.12 .98 < 0 0 1 * * *

It is not acceptable for boys often 
pressure girls to initiate sex.

3.4 .94 3.61 .83 3.49 .90 < 0 01 ***

I think that people cannot know  
which woman had sexual 
experienced from looking the body 
and external character

3.27 .91 3.19 1.08 3.24 .98 < 0 0 1 * * *

Total 2.81 .28 2.68 .25 2.76 .28 < 0 01 ***
Note: Significance tests evaluate the difference between males and females. Tests were carried out with

t-test for interval variables. 
** - Significant at the level p<.01 
*** - Significant at the level p<.001

5 .2 .9  In tim a te  R e la t io n sh ip s
T able 5 .13 sum m arizes inform ation from questions about in tim ate relationships. The  
q u estion s focu sed  on heterosexual relationships. F em ales w ere som ew h at m ore lik e ly  to 
report h av in g  a boyfriend  than w ere b oy s reporting that th ey  had a girlfriend (69 .2  
percent versu s 6 4 .4  percent). B o y s reported a h igher num ber o f  relationships than do 
girls (m ean 1 .60 versus 1.10).
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M ore girls (6 3 .4  percent), in contrast to b oys (59.1 percent) reported dating, and 
en gag in g  in p ettin g  the upper part o f  the b od y  (5 9 .2  percent versus 53 .3  percent). The  
other hand, b o y s w ere m ore lik e ly  than girls reported that th ey  had held  hands, en gaged  
in  k iss in g  and n eck in g  and petting the low er part o f  body. B o y s  tended to report their  
high-risk  sexu a l behaviors m ore than did girls. It m ay  b e due to the sen sitiv ity  o f  these  
issu es w ith  g irls m ore sh y  to report such  behaviors.

O verall, b oy s w ere  m ore lik e ly  to have m u ltip le girlfriends at the sam e tim e, w h ile  
fem ales w ere m ost lik e ly  to h ave com p aratively  steady boyfriends. A d d itiona lly , b oys  
w ere m ore lik e ly  to ex p o se  to different typ es o f  sexu al behaviors (ho ld in g  hands, 
k issin g  and n eck in g , petting low er part) m ore than did  girls; w h ile  girls are m ore lik e ly  
to adm it hav in g  dating and petting upper part o f  the body.
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T a b le  5 .1 3 : D istribution  o f  F requencies and Proportions on  Intim ate R elationsh ip  by
S ex  o f  R espondents

V ariables Sex o f respondents Total
Male Female N =1200

N= oot-'- N=500
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

Currently having 
girl/boy friends 
(p-value.094)

No 249 35.6 154 30.8 403 33.6
Yes 451 64.4 346 69.2 797 66.4

Total 700 100.0 500 100.0 1200 100.0
Mean and SD o f  number 
o f  boy/girl friends: 451 1.6 346 1.1 797 1.39
(p-value <.001***) 
D ating (p-value. 136)

1.16 0.37 0.94

N o 286 40.9 183 36.6 469 39.1
Yes 414 59.1 317 63.4 731 60.9

Total
Holding hands (p- 
value.002*)

700 100.0 500 100.0 1200 100.0

No 99 14.1 104 20.8 203 16.9
Yes 601 85.9 396 79.2 997 83.1

Total
Kissing and necking 
(p-value<.001***)

700 100.0 500 100.0 1200 100.0

No 286 40.9 334 66.8 620 51.7
Yes 414 59.1 166 33.2 580 48.3

Total
Petting upper part o f  
body (p-value.042*)

700 100.0 500 100.0 1200 100.0

No 327 46.7 204 40.8 531 44.3
Yes 373 53.3 296 59.2 669 55.8

Total
Petting lower part o f  
body (p-value<.001***)

700 100.0 500 100.0 1200 100.0

No 400 57.1 336 67.2 736 61.3
Yes 300 42.9 164 32.8 464 38.7

Total 700 100.0 500 100.0 1200 100.0
Note: Significance tests evaluate the difference between males and females. Tests were carried out with

chi-square for categorical variables. 
* - Significant at the level p<.05 
** - Significant at the level p<.01 
*** - Significant at the level pc.001
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5 .2 .1 0  P a r tn e r ’s U n d e s ir a b le  B eh a v io rs
A  sig n ifican tly  h igher proportion o f  fem ales than m ales reported that their partner in the 
op p osite  gender had ‘undesirab le’ behaviors such  as sm ok e, drink and used drugs, go  
out at night tim e. A s sh ow n  in T able 5 .14 , 2 7 .7  percent o f  fem a le ’s friends and 6 
percent o f  m a le ’s friend sm oke. M ore fem a le ’s friends drink a lcoh ol com pared to 
m a le’s friends. In term s o f  drug use, both m ale  and fem a le’s friends reported that they  
w ere less  lik e ly  to use o f  drugs such  as am phetam ine.

In sum , the partner b ehavior o f  fem ale  respondents w as m ore at health-risk  com pared to  
m a le’s partner behavior.

T a b le  5 .1 4 : D istribution  o f  F requencies and Proportions on  Partner’s b ehavior b y  S ex  
o f  R espondents

V ariables Sex o f  respondents Total
Male Female N=1200

N =700 N=500
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

Partner’s smoking 
(p- value < .001***)

No 424 94.0 250 72.2 674 84.6
Yes 27 6.0 96 27.7 123 15.4

Total 451 100.0 346 100.0 797 100.0
Partner’s drinking (p- 
value<.001***)

No 135 30.0 49 14.2 184 76.9
Yes 316 70.1 297 85.8 613 23.1

Total 451 100.0 346 100.0 797 100.0
Partner’s used drugs 
(p-value<.001***)

No 444 98.5 336 97.1 780 97.9
Yes 7 1.6 10 2.9 17 2.1

Total 451 100.0 346 100.0 797 100.0
Partner go out during night 
time (p-value<.001***)

No 284 65.2 196 56.7 490 61.5
Yes 157 34.8 150 43.4 307 38.5

Total 451 100.0 346 100.0 797 100.0
Note: Significance tests evaluate the difference between males and females. Tests were carried out with 

chi-square for categorical variables.
*** - Significant at the level pc.OOl
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5.2 .11  P eer  In flu e n c e

T able 5 .15  illustrates that 81 .6  percent o f  girls indicated that th ey  w ere in flu en ced  b y  
peers to h ave partners w h ile  7 6 .4  percent o f  b oy s did. H ow ever , m ore m ales than 
fem ales reported b ein g  in flu en ced  b y  peers to go  out w ith  their partners (5 7  percent 
versus 30 .8  percent). S lig h tly  over h a lf  (5 3 .4  percent) o f  m ale respondents, in  contrast 
to fem ale respondents (1 3 .2  percent) stated that their peers encouraged  them  to have  
sex . T his su ggested  that the so c ie ty  ob served  a g ir l’s sexu al activ ity  m ore c lo se ly  than a 
b o y ’s and a c tiv e ly  d iscourage w om en; w h ile  m en w ere encouraged.

A  m uch h igher proportion o f  fem ales than m ales reported that they w o u ld  w ait until 
m arriage b efore  having sexual intercourse (6 6 .2  percent versus 31 .3  percent). 
A p p roxim ately  115 out o f  313 n on -sexu a lly  active  m ale  respondents (5 7 .2  percent) 
reported that th ey  w ill  w a it until hav in g  an opportunity; w h ile  27 .1 percent o f  non- 
sexu a lly  exp erien ced  fem ales m entioned  that they w ill w a it (data not show n).

O verall, m ale respondents w ere m ore sex u a lly  active  and receiv ed  m ore encouragem ent 
from  peers to h ave sex  com pared to fem ale  respondents.
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T a b le  5 .15 : D istribution  o f  F requencies and Proportions o f  Peer In fluen ce b y  S ex  o f  
R espondents

V ariables Sex o f respondents Total
Male Female N =1200

N =700 N =500
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

Peer Influence having steady 
friend (p-value.032*)

No 165 3.6 92 18.4 257 21.4
Yes 535 76.4 108 81.6 943 78.6

Total 700 100.0 500 100.0 1,200 100.0
Influence from peers to dating 
(p-value<.001***)

No 301 43.0 346 69.2 647 53.9
Yes 399 57.0 154 30.8 553 46.1

Total 700 100.0 500 100.0 1,200 100.0
Peer influence having sex 
(p-value<.001***)

No 326 46.6 434 86.8 760 63.3
Yes 374 53.4 66 13.2 440 36.7

Total 700 100.0 500 100.0 1,200 100.0
Peers indicated desire having 
sex with (p-value<.001***)

No 536 76.6 346 69.2 882 73.5
Yes 164 23.4 154 30.8 318 26.5

Total 700 100.0 500 100.0 1200 100.0
Future plan about having sex
(p-value<.001***)

W aiting until marriage 219 31.3 331 66.2 550 45.8
W aiting until engagement 95 13.6 37 7.4 132 11.0
W aiting until meeting 61 8.7 37 7.4 98 8.2
someone
W aiting until having 201 28.7 59 11.8 260 21.7
appropriate opportunity 10 1.4 7 1.4 17 1.4
Expect to having sex recently 109 15.6 29 5.8 138 11.5
N o have plan 5 .7 0 0 5 0.4
Until working 700 100.0 500 100.0 1,200 100.0

Total_______________________ ______________________________________________________________
Note: Significance tests evaluate the difference between males and females. Tests were carried out with 

chi-square for categorical variables 
* - Significant at the level p<.05 
** - Significant at the level p<01 
*** - Significant at the level p<.001
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5 .2 .1 2  F ir st  S ex u a l In terco u rse
Premarital sexu al intercourse w as rela tively  com m on  am ong the respondents. The  
cultural norm s entail different standard o f  m ales and fem ales and this m ay  affect their 
behaviors, in clud in g reporting sexu al behavior. A p p roxim ately  o n e  third o f  the 
respondents (34.1 percent) reported hav in g  had sexu a l intercourse during their lifetim e  
(T able 5 .16 ). There w as a sta tistica lly  sign ifican t d ifferen ce in  reporting sexual 
experien ce b etw een  m ale  and fem ale  respondents. A  greater proportion o f  b oys than 
girls reported hav in g  ever had sex  (4 4 .7  percent versus 19 .2  percent). It is not 
surprisingly to note that m ales w ere m ore lik e ly  than fem ales to exp erien ce various 
types o f  sexu al intercourse, nam ely  vaginal (4 4 .7  percent versus 16.2 percent) and oral 
(11 .3  percent versus 7 .6  percent). A bout 1.7 percent o f  m ales and 1.1 percent o f  
fem ales reported that they had en gaged  in anal intercourse. It is  p o ss ib le  that fem ale  
respondents under reported sexu al activ ity  b ecau se  prem arital sex  is  considered  
undesirable in  the Lao cultural setting, esp ec ia lly  for fem ales.

T he age o f  first sexu al intercourse ranged from  12 to 2 4  years o ld  for m ale  and 14 to 24  
years o f  age for fem ale respondents. T he m ean age o f  first sexu a l intercourse for both  
genders w as 18 .56 , w ith  b oys reporting s ligh tly  earlier sexu al in itiation  than girls (m ean  
18 .54  versus 18 .61). M ore sexu a lly  active m ales than fem ales reported that they had  
their first sexu a l intercourse before age 16 (4.1 percent versus 1 percent).

A  num ber o f  F G D s youth  participants pointed  out that the m ajority o f  unm arried m ale  
youth  w ere sexu al active. H ow ever, th ey  reported that the m ajority o f  m ale  youth w ere  
sexu a lly  exp erien ced  and also  for girls it w as reported that so m e w ere sexual 
experienced . In term s o f  sexual partner, the m ajority o f  youth , irrespective o f  gender  
noted that their first sexual partners w ere b oy /g irl friends. F ew  o f  them  stated that their 
sexual partners w ere sex  workers or strangers that they m eet in the entertainm ent p laces. 
Y ou n g m ales w ere m ore lik e ly  to report m ultip le sexu al partners than fem ales.
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“Young people mostly have sex with their boy/girl friend. They get sexual 
experiences with their boy/girl friend that they are going out with more than 
other people because they are afraid to have problems that their parents will 
know later. ” (Verbatim: Chanthabury F-l)

B o y s and girls sh ow ed  d ifferent reasons o f  having sex . T he m ajority o f  m ale  
participants m en tion ed  that th ey  fu lfill their sexual desire and curiosity , to get sexual 
experien ce and fall in  lo ve . For girls, the m ain reason o f  h av in g  sex  w a s affection , 
seduced  b y  b oy s, sexu al pleasure, n on -con sen su a l or coerced  sexu al exp erien ce, for 
econ o m ic  reasons and b ein g  prey. T he m ajority o f  girls su gg ested  that lo v e  w ou ld  be  
the strongest im p u lsion  for h av in g sex . O ne girl exp ressed  it in a focu s group d iscu ssion  
as fo llow s:

“The majority o f girls have sex with boyfriends because they love the boy so 
much. I f  girls did not have true love with the boys, usually girls did not agree to 
have sex. ” (Verbatim: District Saysetha F-4).
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T a b le  5 .16 : D istribution  o f  F requencies and Proportions o f  First S exu al Intercourse b y  
S ex  o f  R espondents

V ariables Sex o f respondents Total
Male Female (N=120)

(N -7 0 0 ) (N=500)
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

Ever had sex 
(p-value<.001***)

No 387 55.3 404 80.8 791 65.9
Yes 313 44.7 96 19.2 409 34.1

Total 700 100.0 500 100.0 1,200 100.0
Ever had vaginal sex  
(p-value<.001***)

No 387 55.3 419 83.8 806 67.2
Yes 313 44.7 81 16.2 394 32.8

Total 700 100.0 500 100.0 1,200 100.0
Ever had oral sex  
(p-value.034*)

No 621 88.7 462 92.4 1,083 90.3
Yes 79 11.3 38 7.6 117 9.8

Total 700 100.0 500 100.0 1,200 100.0
Ever have anal sex  
(p-value.302)

No 688 98.3 495 99.9 1,183 98.6
Yes 12 1.7 5 1.1 17 1.4

Total 700 100.0 500 100.0 1,200 100.0
Age at first sexual 
intercourse
(p-value.528)

12 1
18.5
0.3 0

18.61
0 1

18.56
0.2

13 3 1.0 0 0 3 0.7
14 2 0.6 1 1.0 3 0.7
15 7 2.2 0 0 7 1.7
16 30 9.6 6 6.3 36 8.8
17 35 11.2 15 15.6 50 12.2
18 70 22.4 27 28.1 97 23.7
19 71 22.7 22 22.9 93 22.7
20 56 17.9 15 15.6 71 17.4
21 23 7.3 5 5.2 28 6.8
22 13 4.2 3 3.1 16 3.9
23 2 0.6 1 1.0 3 0.7
24 0 0 1 1.0 1 0.2

Total 313 100.0 96 100.0 409 100.0
Note: Significance tests evaluate the difference between males and females. Tests were carried out with 

chi-square for categorical variables.
* - Significant at the level p<.05 
** - Significant at the level pC.Ol 
*** - Significant at the level p<.001
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Figure 8 sh ow ed  the percentage o f  m ale  and fem ale ad o lescen ts aged  18 -24  years old  
w h o reported that they w ere sexu a lly  exp erien ced  at the tim e o f  in terview . T he result 
sh ow ed  that for respondents currently aged  18-20  years, 15 .7 percent o f  fem ale  
respondents w ere  sexu a lly  exp erien ced , as op p osed  to 3 0 .9  percent o f  m ale respondents. 
For those aged  2 1 -2 4  years o ld  sexu al exp erien ce w as som ew h at h igher than the 
you nger age group, w ith  2 3 .9  percent o f  fem ales and 5 7 .2  percent o f  m ale  respondents  
sex u a lly  exp erien ced . S exu al activ ity  o f  both m ale and fem ale  respondents increases 
w ith  the age.

ED E ver h a d  s e x
6 0
5 0
4 0
3 0
2 0
1 0

F e m a le  M a le  2 1 -  2 1 -2 4  2 4F e m a le  
1 8 -2 0

M a le  1 8 -  2 0

F ig u re  8: Proportion o f  unmarried respondents w h o  had sexu al exp erien ce  by age

5 .2 .1 3  S e x u a l E x p e r ie n c e  an d  S ex  P a rtn ers w ith in  th e  L a st  S ix  M o n th s

T able 5 .17  illustrated that during the last 6 m onths prior to the su rvey , am on g those  
w h o had ever had sexu al exp erien ce fem ales w ere slig h tly  m ore lik e ly  to be sexu a lly  
active than w ere m ales (52.1 percent versus 50 .8  percent). A m o n g  those sexu a lly  
active , m ales reported a h igh  m ean num ber o f  acts o f  vaginal and anal intercourse than 
did fem ales (m ean 5 .32  versus 4 .6 2  for vaginal; m ean 6 .0 9  versus 0 .2 6  for anal 
intercourse resp ective ly ), w h ile  fem ales reported m ore acts o f  oral intercourse 
com pared to m ales (m ean 1.68 versus 1.51).

Out o f  those w h o  had sexual exp erien ce (ท= 4 0 9 ), the m ajority o f  fem ales had o n ly  one  
sexual partner com pared to m ales (92  percent versus 45 .3  percent). A m o n g  sexu a lly  
experienced  m ales, 4 9 .7  percent reported having tw o  to four sexu al partners and 5.0
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percent had m u ltip le  sexual partners from five  up to as m uch as 15 partners. In 
contrast, a substantial h igher proportion o f  fem ale  respondents, sex u a lly  active, 
reported h av in g  a s in g le  partner (9 2  percent), w h ile  6 percent had from  tw o to four 
sexual partners and 2 percent had five  or m ore sexu a l partners.

O verall, m ales w ere m uch m ore lik e ly  to experien ce m u ltip le sexu a l partners com pared  
to fem ales. C learly  gender d isparities are w id e  w ith  8 percent o f  sex u a lly  activ e  fem ales  
having tw o  or m ore sexu a l partners. The nature o f  partnerships d iffered  m arkedly  
b etw een  fem ale  and m ale  respondents. F em ales tended to h ave exp erien ced  sexual 
intercourse o n ly  w ith  a steady boyfriend.
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Table 5.17: Distribution Frequencies and Proportions on Sexual Behavior reported in
previous six months among those Respondents with Sexual Experience by
Sex

Sexual Experience Sex o f  respondents Total
Male Female

Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent
Ever had sex in the last six 
months: (p-value.907

No 154 49.2 46 47.9 209 48.9
Yes 159 50.8 50 52.1 200 51.1

Total
Number o f  vaginal sexual 
Intercourse during the last 
six months: (p-value.048*)

313 100.0 96 100.0 409 100.0

0 0 0 1 2 1 .5
1-3 106 66.7 27 54 133 63.6
4-10 37 23.3 19 38 56 26.8
>10 16 10.1 3 6 19 9.1

Total 159 100.0 50 100.0 209 100.0
Mean
Number o f  oral Intercourse 
during the last six months: 
(p-value.361)

5.32 4.62 5.15

0 118 74.2 33 66 151.0 72.2
1-3 20 12.6 7 14 27.0 12.9
4-10 15 9.6 9 18 24.0 11.5
>10 6 3.8 1 2 7.0 3.3

Total 159 100.0 50 100.0 209 100.0
Mean
Number o f  anal Intercourse 
during the last six months: 
(p-value.060)

1.51 1.68 1.55

0 154 96.9 44 88.0 198 94.7
1-2 4 2.5 5 10.0 9 3.3
3-5 1 6 1 2.0 2 1.0

Total 159 100.0 50 100.0 209 100.0
Mean
Number o f  sex partners 
(p-value<.001***)

0.06 0.26 0.11

Single 72 45.3 46 92.0 118 56.5
2-4 79 49.7 3 6.0 73 39.2
>5 8 5.0 1 2.0 18 4.3

Total 159 100.0 50 100.0 209 100.0
Mean 2.06 1.16 1.52

Note: Significance tests evaluate the difference between males and females. Tests were carried out with
chi-square for categorical variables. 

* - Significant at the level p<.05 
** - Significant at the level p<.01 
*** - Significant at the level pc.001
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5 .2 .1 4  S ex  P a r tn ers  d u r in g  th e  L a st S ix  M o n th s
R espondents w ere asked  about their sexu al partners and con d om  u se during the last six  
m onths. A m o n g  sex u a lly  active girls, all reported that they had sex  w ith  boyfriends. 
W h ile  o n ly  62 .3  percent o f  sex u a lly  active b oys reported h av in g  sex  w ith  girlfriends. 
Sim ilarly, all o f  the participants o f  F G D s m entioned  that m ale  w ere m ore lik e ly  to have  
m ultip le sexu al partners at the sam e tim e than fem ales did. O ne girl from  a focu s group  
d iscu ssion  stated that:

“Male has more than one sexual partner because o f their nature. Girls just meet 
one person at the time and they will have new one when they separate with the 
old one. ” (Verbatim: Sisattanak F-6)

R elationsh ip  b etw een  b o y s and girls w ere considered  as m ain ly  in tim ate or as a lo v er’s 
relationship . A ll participants from  the focus group d iscu ssion s m entioned  that m ale  and  
fem ale youth  first m eet as friends and then d evelop  as lovers. H avin g  a lover is 
characterized as hav in g  a rom antic relationship that lasts at least for a few  m onths. O ne  
youth p ointed  out that:

“At beginning they meet as friends and then develop as lover. Usually they have 
a short duration o f their relationship because they want to change new partners 
more often. ” (Verbatim:Saysetha M-l)

Table 5 .18  sh ow ed  ever used  con d om  am ong those that reported to be sex u a lly  active. 
A bout on e  third o f  sex u a lly  active m ale  respondents stated that they used  con d o m s very  
often w h en  hav in g  sex  w ith  friends com pared to  tw o fifth  o f  sexu a lly  exp erien ced  
fem ale respondents w h o  reported that they used  con d om s. O ver h a lf  o f  the sexu a lly  
active m ale  respondents reported having sex  w ith  a sex  w orker, w h ile  n on e o f  the 
fem ale respondents reported exp erien ce w ith  sex  w orkers. A bout 23 .3  percent o f  boys  
w ho v isited  sex  w orkers never used condom s. A  sm all proportion o f  sex u a lly  active  
fem ales (6 .0  percent) and 2.5 percent o f  sexu a lly  exp erien ced  m ales reported that they  
had sex  w ith  som eo n e w h o  gave them  m on ey or gifts.
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A lm ost o f  all m ale participants from the F G D s m entioned  that th ey  did not use  
con d om s w ith  their friends; they u se  con d om s o n ly  w h en  th ey  h ave sex  w ith  bar girls or 
com m ercial sex  w orkers. E ven  they h ave m ultip le sex  partners, th ey  did  not use  
con d om s. T he k ey  reasons for not usin g con d om s w ere as fo llow s:

“I did not use condoms with girlfriends because we trust each other. When I 
have sex with bar girl, I  used condoms because I  am afraid o f getting 
infections. ” (Verbatim: Saysetha M-8)

“Youth are not afraid o f getting HIV/AIDS and STIs. The primary reason o f 
using condom was for prevention o f getting pregnancy. ” (Verbatim: 
Chanthabury M-2)
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V ariables Sex o f respondents Total

Table 5.18: Distribution of Frequencies and Proportions on Sexual Partners among
Sexually Active Respondents by Sex

Male
Number Percent

Female
Number Percent Number Percent

Sex with girl/boyfriend 
(p-value.ooo**)

No 60 37.7 0 0 60 28.7
Yes 99 62.3 50 100 149 71.3

Total 159 100.0 50 100.0 209 100.0
Condom use when 
having sex with friend: 
(p-value.254)

Never 47 47.5 20 40.0 67 45.0
Rarely 5 5.1 0 0 5 3.4
Sometimes 11 11.1 4 8.0 15 10.1
Often 7 7.1 6 12.0 13 8.7
Very often 29 29.3 20 40.0 49 32.9

Total 99 100.0 50 100.0 149 100.0
Sex with sex Worker 
(p-value<.001***) 

No 73 45.9 50 100.0 123 58.9
Yes 86 54.1 0 0 86 41.1

Total 159 100.0 50 100.0 209 100.0
Condom use when 
having sex with Sex 
Worker (No p-value) 20 23.3 Na Na 20 23.3

Never 7 8.1 Na Na 7 8.1
Rarely 8 9.3 Na Na 8 9.3
Sometimes 12 14.0 Na Na 12 14.0
Often 39 45.3 Na Na 39 45.3
Very often 86 100.0 0 0 86 100.0

Total
Sex with someone who 
gave money or gift (p- 
value.362)

No 155 97.5 47 94.0 202 96.1
Yes 4 2.5 3 6.0 7 3.9

Total 159 100.0 50 100.0 209 100.0
Condom use when 
having sex with someone 
who gave money or gift: 
(p-value. 175) 

Never/Rarely 3 75.0 0 0 3 42.9
Sometimes 0 0 1 33.3 2 14.3
Often/very often 1 25.0 2 66.6 3 42.9

Total 4 100.0 3 100.0 7 100.0
Note: Significance tests evaluate the difference between males and females. Tests were carried out with

chi-square for categorical variables. 
* - Significant at the level p<.05 
** - Significant at the level p<.01 
*** - Significant at the level p<.001

£  m o w b
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5 .2 .1 5  C o n d o m  P ra ctice  d u r in g  th e  L a st S ix  M o n th s
T able 5 .1 9  sh o w s that s ligh tly  less  than o n e -h a lf  o f  m ales and fem ales reported usin g a 
con d om  at last sexual intercourse. A m o n g  those w h o  used  con d o m s at last sexual 
intercourse, the m ain reason for m ales w as to prevent S T Is/H IV / A ID S , w h ilst the m ain  
reason for girls w as their ow n  concern  to prevent pregnancy. B oth  b oy s (3 1 .9  percent) 
and girls (4 5 .5  percent) ack n ow led ged  that the reason o f  not u sin g  a con d om  at the last 
sexu al intercourse w as hav in g  sex  w ith  their regular partner.

A  s ig n ifican tly  h igher proportion o f  m ales than fem ales stated that they decid ed  b y  
th em se lves to u se  a con d om , w h ile  tw o  thirds o f  girls said that both m ale  and fem ale  
partners d ecid ed  together. W ith respect to the d ec isio n  m aker in ca ses  o f  d ecid in g  not to 
u se a con d om , 79 .7  percent o f  girls and 49 .3  percent o f  boys said  th ey  jo in tly  decided .

Sim ilarly, from  focu s group d iscu ssion s, the m ajority o f  girls said  that b oy s did not like  
to use con d om s b ecau se o f  lack o f  fee lin g . A nd a m an is the m ain d ecision -m aker  
w hether to use con d om  or not. It is in teresting to note that girls d id  not h ave any pow er  
to negotiate w ith  boys. O ne b oy  pointed  out:

“I f  b o y  d id  n o t  u s e  c o n d o m , f e w  g i r l s  w i l l  r e g r e t  n o t  to  h a v e  s e x . F o r  m a n , i f  
th e y  u s e d  c o n d o m , i t  is  b e t t e r  n o t  to  h a v e  s e x . ’’(V e r b a t im :  S a y s e th a  M -4 )

A  greater proportion o f  b oys than girls reported that they w o u ld  like to u se  a condom  
the n ext tim e th ey  had sex  (7 4 .2  percent versus 70  percent). A m o n g  th ose  w h o  w ill use  
con d om s at n ext tim e they have sex , the m ajority o f  b oys (9 0 .6  percent) su ggested  that 
they w ou ld  d ecid e  b y  th em selves com pared to 36  percent o f  fem ales.

There is a gen d er disparity in perception  on  the reason  o f  con d om  use. M ales used  
con d o m s for prevention  o f  STIs, w h ile  fem ales used  con d om s for prevention  o f  
pregnancy. In term s o f  d ecisio n  m aking o f  con d om  use, it appears to depend on the 
m ale partner. W h ile fem ales said that decision -m akers w ere both th em selves and 
partners. Y outh  appeared not to be in form ed about their rights on  sexu a lity  to m ake 
d ecisio n  on  con d om  use.
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V ariables Sex o f  respondents Total
Male Female

Table 5,19: Distribution Frequencies and Proportion on Condom Use among Sexually
Active Respondents by Sex

Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent
Use condom at the last 
time of sexual intercourse 
(p-value.940)

No 69 43.4 22 44.0 91 43.5
Yes 90 56.6 28 56.0 118 56.5

Total 159 100.0 50 100.0 209 100.0
Reason for condom use 
(p-value<.001***)

Own concern to prevent 
pregnancy 28 31.1 23 82.1 51 43.2
Own concern to prevent 

STD/HTV 61 67.8 3 10.7 84 54.2
Partner insisted/ 

partner’s choice 1 1.1 2 7.1 3 2.5
Total 90 100.0 28 100.0 118 100.0
Reason of not using 
condom (p-value.778 ) 

Condoms are 
uncomfortable 7 10.1 1 4.5 8 8.8

Embarrassing to use 
condoms 5 7.2 1 4.5 6 6.6

Unable to get condoms 15 21.7 4 18.2 19 20.9
Had sex with non csw 20 29.0 6 27.3 26 28.6
Had sex with my regular 

partner 22 31.9 10 45.5 32 35.2
Total 69 100.0 22 100.0 91 100.0
Decision maker to use 
condom at the last sexual 
intercourse 
(p-value<.001***)

Self 82 91.1 4 14.3 86 72.9
Partner 2 2.2 3 10.7 5 4.2
Both 6 6.7 21 75.0 27 22.9

Total 90 100.0 28 100.0 118 100.0
Decision maker not to use 
condom at the last sexual 
intercourse (p-value.l 17) 

Self 29 42.0 4 18.2 33 36.3
Partner 6 8.7 2 9.1 8 8.8
Both 34 49.3 16 79.7 50 54.9

Total 69 100.0 22 100.0 91 100.0
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T a b le  5 .1 9 : (C ont.) D istribution  F requencies and Proportion on  C ondom  U se  am ong
S ex u a lly  A c tiv e  R espondents b y  S ex

V ariables Sex o f  respondents
Male Female 

Number Percent Number Percent Number
Total

Percent
Use condom at the next 
time (p-value.782)

Yes 118 74.2 35 70.0 153 73.2
No 9 5.7 4 8.0 13 6.2
Not sure 32 20.1 11 22.0 43 20.6

Total 159 100.0 50.0 100.0 209 100.0
Decision maker whether 
to use condom/not 
(p-value<.001***)

Self 144 90.6 18 36.0 162 77.5
Partner 6 3.8 5 10.0 11 5.3
Both 4 2.5 22 44.0 26 12.4
Other 0 0 1 2.0 1 0.5
Not sure 5 3.1 4 8.0 9 4.3

Total 159 100.0 50 100.0 209 100.0
N o te :  S ig n if ic a n c e  te s ts  e v a lu a te  th e  d iffe r e n c e  b e tw e e n  m a le s  and  fe m a le s . T e s ts  w e r e  ca rried  o u t w ith

ch i-sq u a re
* - S ig n if ic a n t  at the le v e l  p < .0 5  
** - S ig n if ic a n t  at the le v e l  p < .0 1  
* * * -S ig n if ic a n t  at the le v e l  p < .0 0 1

5 .2 .1 6  C o n d o m  S k ills

Several item s in the su rvey w ere d esign ed  to m easure the con d om  sk ills  o f  youth. The 
results are sh ow n  in T able 5 .20 . It w as interesting to note that am ong the sexu a lly  
active, m ore fem ale  than m ale respondents reported that th ey  had refused  to use  
con d om s during the last s ix  m onths (42  percent versus 4 0 .9  percent), although the 
d ifferen ce is not sta tistica lly  sign ificant. G irls w ere m ore con fid en t that th ey  could  
co n v in ce  their partners to use a con d om  i f  they w anted  to use com pared to b oys (36  
percent versu s 32.1 percent). In com parison  w ith  fem ales, m ales w ere m ore lik e ly  to 
report that i f  their partner d eclin es or refuses to u se  con d om , th ey  w ill have sex  w ithout 
use o f  con d o m s (19 .5  percent versus 4 .0  percent). M ore girls than b oys m entioned  that 
they w ere  very  con fid en t that they h ave sk ills  to persuade their partner to use condom  
(38  percent versus 34 .6  percent).
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T he vast m ajority o f  respondents in both sex es  from  F G D s reported that a cou p le  did  
not n egotiate b efore h av in g  sex . G irls did not h ave life  sk ill to n egotiate  w ith  their 
partner. T h ey  faced  prob lem s in refusing sex  w ith  their partners.

‘‘B e fo r e  h a v in g  s e x , m a le  a n d  f e m a l e  y o u th  d i s c u s s e d  to g e th e r  a b o u t  p r e v e n t io n  
o f  p r e g n a n c y  a n d  th e  b o y s  s e d u c e d  th e  g i r l s  n o t  to  b e  a f r a id  o f  h a v in g  se x . ” 
V e r b a tim :  ( S ik h o t ta b o n g  F -2 )

S om etim es, the b o y  sed u ced  the girl to h ave se x  w ith  him  and said that he w ill be 
resp on sib le for all and he k n ow s h ow  to prevent from  getting pregnancy. A  num ber o f  
m ale F G D s participants said that i f  the girl rea lly  lo v es  the b oys, so  she cou ld  have sex  
w ith him . I f  not perhaps she w ill probably lost him .

‘‘M o s t l y  th e  b o y s  s e d u c e d  th e  g i r l s  f i r s t .  I f  th e  g i r l s  a r e  lo v e r s ,  th e r e  is  n o  
n e g o t ia t io n  b e c a u s e  th e y  a r e  in  lo v e . I f  th e  g i r l s  a r e  s e r v ic e  g ir ls ,  th e r e  w a s  a  
n e g o t ia t io n  w ith  th e  s e r v ic e  g i r l s  a b o u t  c o n d o m  u se . ” (V e r b a t im :  S i s a t ta n a k  M -  
5 i)

F em ales w ere  m ore lik e ly  than m ales to d isagree that condom  u se  is com p licated  and 
lo ses tim e (8 6  percent versus 66  percent). It seem s to be that fem ales com pared to 
m ales w ere m ost lik e ly  to p erceive u se  o f  con d o m s as not d ifficu lt. S im ilar proportions 
o f  b oys and girls said that they u su ally  did not plan to have sex  in  the last 6 m onths, it 
just happened (68  percent versus 62  percent).

O verall, it w as in teresting to note that you ng fem ales w ere m ore con fid en t in  b e able to 
con v in ce  or th ey  have sk ills  to persuade their partners to use condom . Y o u n g  fem ales  
faced d ilem m as w hen  n egotiating condom  use.
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T a b le  5 .20 : D istribution  o f  F requencies and Proportions on  C ondom  S k ills  am ong  
S ex u a lly  A ctiv e  R esp ond en ts b y  sex

V ariables Sex o f respondents
Male Female Total

N u m b er  P ercen t N u m b er  P ercen t N u m b er  P ercen t
Refuse to use a condom during 
the last 6 months (p-value.805)

No 85
Yes 65
Not sure 9

Total 159
Degree of confidence to convince 
partner to use condom if you 
wanted to use one (p-value.824)

Not at all confident 23
Somewhat confident 31
Confident 54
Very confident 51

Total 159
Reaction if your partner declines 
or refuses to use condom 
(p-value<.001***)

Have sex without condom 31
Talk it over and use condom 74
Talk it over and not use condom 4
Withdrawal 1
Outside intercourse 0
No sex 30
Not sure 19

Total 159
Confident to have skill to 
persuade your partner to use 
condom (p-value.090)

Not at all confident 11
Somewhat confident 30
Confident 63
Very confident 55

Total 159
Condom use is complicated and 
loses time (p-value.025*)

Disagree 105
Agree 54
Total 159

I usually did not plan to have sex, 
it just happens (p-value.183)

Disagree 42
Agree 117

Total 159

53.5 25 50.0 110 52.6
40.9 21 42.0 86 41.1
5.7 4 8.0 13 6.2

100.0 50 100.0 209 100.0

14.5 5 10.0 28 13.4
19.5 11 22.0 42 20.1
34.0 16 320 70 33.5
32.1 18 36.0 69 33.0

100.0 50 100.0 209 100.0

19.5 2 4.0 33 15.8
46.5 25 50.0 99 47.4
2.5 2 4.0 6 29

.6 7 14.0 8 3.8
0 1 20 1 0.5

18.9 6 12.0 36 17.2
11.9 7 14.0 26 12.4

100.0 50 100.0 209 100.0

6.9 4 8.0 15 7.2
18.9 16 32.0 46 22.0
39.6 11 22.0 74 35.4
34.6 19 38.0 74 35.4

100.0 50 100.0 209 100.0

66.0 43 86.0 148 70.8
33.9 7 14.0 61 29.2

100.0 50 100.0 209 100.0

26.4 8 16.0 50 23.9
73.6 42 84.0 159 76.1

100.0 50 100.0 209 100.0
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T a b le  5 .20 : (C ont.) D istribution  o f  F requencies and Proportions on  C ondom  S k ills  
am ong S ex u a lly  A ctiv e  R espondents by sex

V ariables Sex o f respondents
Male Female TotalNumber Percent Number Percent Number Percent

Plan to have sex in the last 6 
months (p-value.678)

Did not plan anything 109 68.8 31 62.0 140 67.0
Sometimes 33 20.8 13 26.0 46 22.0
Every time 17 10.7 6 12.0 23 11.0

Total 159 100.0 50 100.0 209 100.0
N o te : S ig n if ic a n c e  te s ts  e v a lu a te  th e  d iffe r e n c e  b e tw e e n  m a le s  and  fe m a le s . T e sts  w e r e  ca rried  ou t w ith  

ch i-sq u a re
* - S ig n if ic a n t  at the le v e l  p < .0 5  
**  -  S ig n if ic a n t  at the le v e l  p < .0 1  
***  - S ig n if ic a n t  at th e  le v e l  p c .0 0 1

5 .2 .1 7  S ca les  o f  P a r e n t-R e sp o n d e n t  In tera c tio n

Sum m ary m easures o f  several sca les  that m easure different aspects o f  parent-youth  
interaction are d isp layed  in Table 5 .21 . T he va lu es o f  C ronbach’s A lpha, a m easure o f  
the reliab ility  o f  a sca le , are sh ow n  in A p p en d ix  D l - 4 .  S ca les w ere constructed  b y  
sum m ing va lu es on each  item  relevant to the sca le  and then d iv id in g  the total b y  the  
num ber o f  responses.

T he parent-youth con n ected n ess sca le  w as based  on  11 item s. A  h igher score denotes 
high con n ected ness. T he parent-youth general com m u n ication  sca le  w as based  on 4 
item s. A  h igher score m ean s the m ore com m u n ication  b etw een  parents and youths on  
general issu es. The parent-youth sexu al com m u n ication  sca le  w as based  on  8 item s, 
w ith  a h igher m ean ing m ore com m u n ication  b etw een  parents and youth  on  sexual 
m atters. T he parental expectation  regarding sex  sca le  w as based  on  4 item s, w ith  higher  
scores m ean ing h igher exp ectations from  parent that their ch ildren w ill refrain from sex. 
A ll sca les w ere categorized  w ith  a lo w  score o f  1 and a h igh  score o f  5. S ca les for 
m others and fathers w ere created separately. A ll the total parent-youth interaction, 
n am ely  parent-youth con n ected n ess, parent-youth general com m u n ication , parent-youth  
sexu al com m u n ication  and p erceived  parental exp ectation  regarding sex  sca le  scores 
w ere used  in the further analysis instead o f  individual item s.
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Striking d ifferentia ls b etw een  fem ale  and m ale  youth  w ere ob served  for father-child  
con n ected n ess, parent-youth con n ected n ess, father-youth general com m u n ication , 
parent-youth general com m u n ication , parent-youth sexu al com m u n ication  com bined  
and separately for m others and fathers, p erceived  parental exp ectation  regarding to sex  
com b in ed  and separately for m others and fathers. A s m ay  be ob served  in  the T able 5 .27 , 
youth  w ere m ore con n ected  to m others than fathers. M ales, com pared to fem ales, w ere  
m ore lik e ly  to b e  con n ected  to m others and fathers, although the d ifferen ce on  m other- 
ch ild  con n ected n ess w as not sta tistica lly  sign ifican t. F em ale  youth  w ere m ore lik e ly  
than m ale youth  to p erceiv e  that th ey  can  d iscu ss general and sexu a l issu es w ith  
m others; w h ile  m ale youth  w ere m ore lik e ly  to d iscu ss w ith  fathers. It w a s clear that 
girls m ore than b oy s p erceived  that m others and fathers had h igher expectation  
regarding them  refraining from  sexu al activ ity. Parents gen era lly  d isapproved  o f  their 
adult children, esp ec ia lly  fem ale  children, hav in g  sexu a l relations and prem arital sex .
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T a b le  5 .2 1 : M ean and Standard D ev ia tion s o f  Parent-R espondents Interaction S ca les  
by S ex  o f  R espondents

V ariables Sex o f  respondents Total
Parent-Respondent Male Female
interaction Mean SD N Mean SD N Mean SD N
Mother-Respondent
Connectedness

3.74 .47 670 3.7 .53 482 3.72 .50 1152
(p-vallue.159)
Father-Respondent
Connectedness

3.58 .59 589 3.43 .64 437 3.52 .62 1026
(p<.001***)
Parent-Respondent
Connectedness

3.67 .46 567 3.57 .53 421 3.63 .49 988
(p-value.002**)
Mother-Respondent 3.36 .78 670 3.44 .81 482 3.39 .79 1152
General Communication (p- 
value.076)
Father-Respondent general 
communication

3.11 .90 589 2.78 .91 437 2.97 .92 1026
(p-value<.001***) 
Parent-Respondent General 3.24 .71 567 3.12 .74 421 3.19 .74 988
Communication (p- 
value.012*) 
Mother-youth sexual 
communication

1.77 .77 670 2.03 .71 482 3.1 .77 1152
(p-value<.001***) 
Father-Respondent Sexual 
Communication

1.60 .74 589 1.44 .56 437 1.53 .67 1026
(p-value<.001***) 
Parent-Respondent Sexual 
Communication

1.66 .71 567 1.75 .58 421 1.7 .66 98
(p-value.036*) 
Perceived Mother 3.51 .66 670 4.10 .69 482 3.7 .73 1152
Expectation towards sex (p- 
value<.001***)
Perceived Father 3.49 .70 589 4.2 .65 437 3.79 .76 1026
Expectation towards sex (p- 
value<.001***)
Parental Expectation 3.49 .66 567 4.16 .85 421 3.78 .73 988
towards sex
(p-value<.001***)_________________________________________________________

N o te : S ig n if ic a n c e  tests  ev a lu a te  the d iffe r e n c e  b e tw e e n  m a les  an d  fe m a le s . T e sts  w e r e  ca rried  o u t b y  t- 
test.

* - S ig n if ic a n t  at the le v e l  p < .0 5  
** - S ig n if ic a n t  at the le v e l p < .0 1  
***  - S ig n if ic a n t  at the le v e l pc.O O l
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There w ere few  sign ifican t d ifferen ces in m ean score on  the sca les b y  ag e  group (data 
not sh ow n). O n ly  for parental exp ectation s about sex , com b in ed  and separately for 
m other and father, are the m ean s scores o f  age group 18 -20  s ig n ifican tly  d ifferent from  
age group 2 1 -2 4 . A s exp ected , younger respondents com pared to older respondents are 
m ore lik e ly  to p erceiv e  that their parents exp ect them  to refrain from  sexu a l activity. 
For the parent-youth con n ected n ess sca le  it can be seen  that m ale  respondents are m ore  
con n ected  to fathers than that m others. For parent-youth general and sexual 
com m u n ication , respondents preferred to talk w ith  parents at the sam e sex .

5 .2 .1 8  O u tc o m e  M ea su res: S e x u a l B eh a v io rs
A ll four ou tcom e variables o f  sexu al behaviors w ere exam in ed , n am ely  age at first 
sexu al intercourse, con d om  u se, m u ltip le  sexual partners, and frequency o f  sexual 
intercourse. T able 5 .22  sh o w s the correlations am ong the four ou tcom e variables. T w o  
w ere sta tistica lly  sign ificant: N um ber o f  sexu al intercourse during the last six  m onths 
w as p o sit iv e ly  related to the num ber o f  sexu al partners (r= .37 8 , p -v a lu e .0 0 0 ) and 
n eg a tiv e ly  related to age at first sexu a l intercourse (r= -.212  , p -v a lu e .0 0 2 ). N o  other 
correlations w ere sign ificant.

T a b le  5 .22 : C orrelations am on g the ou tcom e variables- sexu al behavior
V a r ia b le s A g e  at th e  

1st tim e  o f  SI

r

N o  o f  sex  
p a rtn ers  in 
th e  la st six  
m on th s  
r

C o n d o m  u se  at 
th e  la st tim e

r

N o  o f  sex u a l 
in te r c o u r se

r
A g e  at the 1 St 1 .000 -.1 1 2 .052 - .2 1 2 (* * )
tim e o f  SI (409 ) (2 0 9 ) (2 0 9 ) (2 0 9 )
N o  o f  sex -.1 1 2 1.000 -.0 2 6 ,3 7 8 (* ๆ
partners in  
the last six  
m onths

(2 0 9 ) (2 0 9 ) (2 0 9 ) (2 0 9 )

C ondom  use .052 -.0 2 6 1.000 .077
at the last 
tim e

(2 0 9 ) (2 0 9 ) (2 0 9 ) (2 0 9 )

N o  o f  sexual - ,2 1 2 (* * ) .378 .0 777 1.000
intercourse (2 0 9 ) (2 0 9 ) (2 0 9 ) (2 0 9 )

* C o rre la tio n  is  s ig n if ic a n t  at th e  0 .0 5  le v e l  (2 -ta ile d )  
** C o rre la tio n  is s ig n if ic a n t  at the 0 .0 1  le v e l  (2 -ta ile d )  
(ท) sa m p le  s iz e
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5 .2 .1 9  S u m m a ry
There w as a gender disparity o f  soc io -d em ograp h ic  characteristic o f  resp on d en t’s and 
parent’s background. R espondents in both sex es  cam e from  the m id d le  c la ss  w ith  m ale  
respondents had h igher education  than fem ale w h ich  reflected  in  their occupation. 
M ales w ere m ore lik e ly  to live  w ith  their fam ily/relatives and resp on d en t’s fam ily  
structure w h en  th ey  grow  up is com p o sed  o f  both parents and sib lin g. Father’s 
respondents had h igher education  than their m oth er’s, w h ich  w a s reflected  in  their 
occupation . There w a s a sign ifican t d ifferen ce b etw een  m ales and fem ales concern ing  
sex  education  w h ich  a h igher num ber o f  m ales than fem ales reported that friends as 
their m ain source o f  sex  education.

F am ily  factors such  as parent-youth con n ected n ess, parent-youth com m u n ication  and 
p erceived  parental expectation  tow ards sex  are im portant factors in flu en cin g  youth  
sexu al attitudes and behaviors. T he stu d y revealed  that m ale  respondents w ere m ore  
lik e ly  to b e c lo se  and con n ected  to their parents com pared  to you n g  fem ales. 
N ev erth e less , respondents p erceived  to be c lo ser  and h ave greater con n ected n ess to 
parents o f  the sam e sex . Parent-youth general and sexu a l com m u n ication  varies w ith in  
gender o f  respondents. Parents o n ly  provided  som e b asic  in form ation  on  general hum an  
sexu a lity  for fem ales and con seq u en ces o f  hav in g  sex  for m ales. T he fin d in gs su ggested  
that parents rarely d iscu ssed  sexual m atters w ith  their ad o lescen t children. F em ale  
respondents p erceived  strongly  disapproval o f  prem arital sex  from  their parents, 
esp ec ia lly  stronger disapproval from fathers than m others. P erceived  parental 
disapproval w as less for m ales M others and fathers w ere m ore lik e ly  to approve that 
their son  than daughter should  pay m ore in  education  com pared to girls. R egarding to 
sexu al attitudes, m ales hold  m ore liberal attitudes tow ards sexu a lity  than fem ales. 
O lder age groups have m ore liberal attitudes than the younger age group.

A  higher proportion o f  m ales w ere m ore sex u a lly  exp erien ced  than fem ales (44 .7  
percent versus 19.2 percent). The study su ggested  that the m ean age o f  m ale and fem ale  
sexu a lly  active  w as quite sim ilar (1 8 .5 4  versus 18 .61). B o y s w ere m ore lik e ly  to have  
m ultip le sexu al partners w h ile  fem ales w ere m ost lik e ly  to have com p aratively  steady  
boyfriend. O verall, youth w ere p oten tia lly  vulnerable to contracting sexu ally
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transm itted in fection s and H IV /A ID S  b ecau se o f  their unprotected sex  behaviors. 
Y outh hold  a b e lie f  that con d om s w ere not to be used  w ith  regular partners. In contrast, 
condom  u se is m ore prevalent in contact w ith  casual partners or sex  w orkers. T his m ay  
be due to lo w  risk perception  associated  w ith  certain partners.

5.3 Ever Had Sex
In this section  the b ivariate an alysis is presented on ‘E ver H ad S e x ’ b y  the S ocio  
D em ographic B ackground o f  you th ’, ‘their Parent’s B ack grou n d ’, ‘Intimate 
R elatio n sh ip s’ and ‘Partner’s B eh a v io r’, ‘Peer In flu en ces’, and ‘Parental-respondent 
Interaction’ .

5 .3 .1  S o c io -D e m o g r a p h ic  C h a r a c te r is t ic s  o f  R esp o n d en ts  a n d  ‘E v er  H ad  
S e x ’

T able 5 .23  sh ow s a striking d ifferen ce in premarital sexual experien ce b y  age, sch oo l 
enrollm ent, m ale em p lo ym en t’s status and fem a le ’s educational attainm ent. A m on g the 
dem ographic factors, o lder age w as associated  w ith  a h igher lik e lih ood  o f  ever had sex  
for both sex es  than the you nger age  group (p -va lu e < .001 for m ales and p -valu e <.01  
for fem ales resp ective ly ). A p p roxim ately  52 .5  percent o f  m ale respondents and one- 
fourth (2 4 .7  percent) o f  fem ale  respondents w h o  currently attended sch oo l had  
exp erien ced  sexual intercourse com pared to 39 .5  percent o f  m ale and 11 .7  percent o f  
fem ale out o f  sch oo l respondents resp ectively . Increased educational attainm ent w as  
associated  w ith  a reduce lik e lih ood  o f  b ein g  sex u a lly  exp erien ced , but the e ffect varies 
b y gender. For fem ales, hav in g  a prim ary education  w as the k ey  factor, w hereas there 
w as no e ffect for m ales.

M ore m ale respondents w ho currently w ere w orking, w ere sexu a lly  experienced  
com pared to those respondents w h o w ere not currently w ork ing (5 0 .2  percent versus
4 0 .6  percent, (p- va lu e< .05). T his su ggested  that b ein g  em p lo yed  sig n ifican tly  increases  
the lik e lih ood  o f  b ein g  sexu a lly  active. F em ale respondents w ith  a lo w  level o f  
education  w ere m ore lik e ly  to be sexu a lly  active  than those youth w ith  a h igh level o f  
educational (30.1 percent versus 10.1 percent, p -v a lu e< .01 ). H ow ever, there was no 
statistically  sign ifican t d ifferen ce for m ale respondents.
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F em ale respondents w h o reported that their in com e w as enough  to m eet ex p en ses w ere  
le ss  lik e ly  to b e  sex u a lly  active com pared to those fem ale  respondents w h o se  in com e  
w as con sidered  as not su ffic ien t (1 6 .2  percent versus 2 4 .9  percent, p -va lu e  .0 2 3 ). There 
w as a sign ifican t d ifferen ce b etw een  liv in g  arrangem ents and ever had sexual 
intercourse for m ale respondents. T h is su ggested  that m ale  respondents w h o  lived  w ith  
fam ily  w ere le ss  lik e ly  to adm it b ein g  sex u a lly  active  in com parison  w ith  th o se  youth  
w h o lived  w ith  relatives, friends, a lon e and w ith  others (42.1 percent versus 51.3  
percent, p -va lu e  .029).

O verall, the in flu en ce o f  socio-d em ograp h ic  characteristic o f  respondents on  ever had 
sex  revealed  that there w as a strong relationship  b etw een  age  group and sch oo l 
enrollm ent for both m ale  and fem ale  respondents and ever had prem arital sex . There 
w as an associa tion  b etw een  fem ale  respondent’s educational lev e ls , su ffic ien t in com e  
for ex p en ses and ever had sex . F inally , currently w ork in g status and liv in g  arrangem ent 
o f  m ale respondents also s ign ifican tly  associated  w ith  ever had sex .
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T a b le  5 .23 : D istribution o f  F requencies and Proportions on  ‘E ver H ad S e x ’ b y  S o c io 
dem ographic C haracteristics o f  R espondents and b y  G ender

V ariables
Socio-demographic
Characteristics

Male
Yes

Percent Number

Ever H ad Sex
Female

Yes
p-value Percent Number p-value

A ge group
18-20 30.9 103 <.001*** 15.7 45 .022*
21-24 57.2 210 23.9 51

Total 44.7 313 19.2 96
Attending school

Yes 52.5 147 .001** 24.7 71 <.001*
No 39.5 166 11.7 25 **

Total 44.7 313 19.2 96
Respondent’s Education

Low
Middle 50.0 24 .697 30.1 22 .007**
High 43.9 225 19.1 66

Total 45.7 64 10.1 8
44.7 313 19.3 96

Working status
Yes 50.2 151 .014* 20.7 60 .358
N o 40.6 162 17.1 36

Total 44.7 313 19.2 96
Sufficient Income

Yes 45.5 244 .473 16.2 53
No 42.1 69 24.9 43 .023*

Total 44.7 313 19.2 96
Living place:

Family 42.1 211 .029* 17.8 50 .423
Relatives/others 51.3 102 21.0 46

Total 44.7 313 19.2 96
Note: Significance tests evaluate the difference between selected socio-demographic factors and dependent variables (ever had sex) for males and for females. Tests were carried out with chi- square. The fust p-value refers to relationship for males while the second p-value refers to relationship for females.* - Significant at the level p<.05 ** - Significant at the level p<.01 ** *- Significant at the level pc.001

5 .3 .2  S o c io -D e m o g r a p h ic  C h a r a c te r is t ic s  o f  P a ren ts  In flu e n c e  on  ‘E v er  
H a d  S e x ’

A sp ects  o f  parent’s background such  as education , m arital status, parent liv in g  in the 
sam e h ou se w ith  respondents and fam ily  s iz e  m ay h ave an indirect in flu en ce on  their 
ch ildren ’s sexual behavior. T able 5 .24  illustrates that m ale respondents liv in g  in the 
sam e h ou se w ith  their m others and fathers w ere less  lik e ly  to be sexu a lly  active  
com pared to those respondents w h o did not liv e  in the sam e h ou se w ith  their m others 
and fathers (p -va lu e .0 02  for Fathers and p-value .02 for M others respectively).
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W ith respect to the parent’s m arital status, m oth er’s w ork in g  status and ‘E ver H ad S e x ’, 
there w a s no sta tistica lly  sign ifican t d ifferen ce b etw een  parent’s m arital status, 
m oth er’s w ork in g  status and ever had sex  for both sexes.

In con c lu sion , there w as o n ly  a sign ifican t d ifferen ce o f  m ale  respondents in reporting 
‘E ver H ad S e x ’ b y  m others and fathers liv in g  in the sam e house.

T a b le  5 .24 : D istribution  o f  F requencies and Proportions on  ‘E ver H ad S e x ’ b y  S o c io 
dem ographic Characteristic o f  Parent b y  S ex  o f  R esp ond en ts

V ariables Ever H ad Sex
Socio-demographic Male Female
Characteristic o f  Parents Yes Yes

Percent Number p-value Percent Number
P arent’s m arital status 

Married/living together 
Others 

Total
M oth er’s E ducation  

Primary or less 
High school or higher 

Total
Father’s E ducation  

Primary or less 
High school 
Vocational 
Post high school 

Total
M other’s working status 

Yes 
No  

Total
L iv in g  w ith  Father 

Yes 
No  

Total
Family Size 

1-4 
5-9 
>=10  

Total

43.5 239 .228
49.3 74
44.7 313
44.9 254 .829
43.1 44
44.6 298
43.0 89 .715
43.3 68
44.4 71
50.7 35
44.4 263
46.8 177 .273
42.3 124
44.9 301
40.5 174 .002* **
54.5 90
44.4 264

18.0 74 181
24.7 22
19.1 95
20.4 83 .065
10.3 7
19.0 90
18.5 32 .717
19.8 25
18.4 14
12 7 7
18.1 78
18.6 59 .715
20.0 33
19.0 92
17.4 47 .706
18.9 33
18.0 90
16.3 8 .521
18.8 73
24.2 15
19 2 96

47.8 43 .789
44 5 241
426 29
44.7 331

N o te :  S ig n if ic a n c e  te s ts  e v a lu a te  th e  d iffe r e n c e  b e tw e e n  s e le c te d  s o c io -d e m o g r a p h ic  fa cto rs  and  
d ep en d en t v a r ia b les  (E v er  H ad  S e x )  for m a les  and  for fe m a le s . T e sts  w e re  ca rried  o u t w ith  ch i-  
square.

** - S ig n if ic a n t  at the le v e l p < .0 1
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5 .3 .3  In flu e n c e  o f  F e e lin g  to w a rd s  F a m ily  on ‘E v er  H a d  S e x ’
T able 5 .25  sh ow ed  that m ale respondents, w h o felt lo n e ly  w ith in  the fam ily  m ore often, 
w ere m ore lik e ly  to h ave sexu al experien ce than youth w h o  felt le ss  lo n e ly  (7 8 .9  
percent versu s 2 9 .4  percent). In contrast, fem ale  respondents w h o  felt h appy w ith in  the  
fam ily  very  often  w ere m ore lik e ly  to have sexu al exp erien ce than others.

In sum m ary, the fin din gs revealed  sign ifican t p ositiv e  correlations b etw een  m ale  
respondent’s lo n e lin ess and fem ale  respondent’s happiness w ith  their fa m ily  and ‘Ever  
Had S e x ’.

T a b le  5 .2 5 : D istribution  o f  F requencies and Proportions on  E ver H ad S ex  b y  F eelin g
tow ards F am ily  and b y  Source o f  S ex  Education

V ariables

Percent
Male
Yes

Number

E ver H ad Sex

p-value Percent
Female

Yes
Number p-value

Feeling lonely
Never 38.7 147 <001*** 12.1 12 .053
Rarely 56.5 51 14.4 13
Sometimes 47.8 77 20.9 49
Often 40.0 13 27.9 12
Very often 78.9 15 29.4 10

Total 44.7 313 19.2 96
Feeling happy

Never/Rarely 46.8 50 0 0
Sometimes 37.9 66 .317 13.2 20 <001***
Often 48.1 130 16.5 21
Very often 45.3 68 15.9 24

Total 44.7 313 19.2 96
N o te : S ig n if ic a n c e  tests  ev a lu a te  the d iffe r e n c e  b e tw e e n  y o u th ’s  f e e l in g  to w a rd s  fa m ily  a n d  d ep en d en t  

v a r ia b le s  (e v e r  h a v in g  h ad  s e x )  fo r  m a le s  and  for  fe m a le s . T e sts  w e re  u n d ertak en  w ith  ch i-sq u are  
for  c a te g o r ic a l va r ia b les .

*** - S ig n if ic a n t  at the le v e l p < .0 0 1

5 .3 .4  S ex  E d u ca tio n  a n d  ‘E v er  H a d  S e x ’
Table 5 .2 6  presents the results on  ‘S ex  E ducation’ and ‘E ver H ad S e x ’. M ale  
respondents w h o  cited  parents as the m ain source o f  sex  education  w ere m ore lik e ly  to 
have sexu al exp erien ce than respondents w h o nam ed other sou rces such  as friends, 
m edia (5 6 .4  percent versus 51 .6  percent, p < .01). In contrast, fem ale  respondents that 
nam ed friends as their m ain source o f  sex  education (27 .8  percent) w ere m ore like ly  to



151

h a v e  sex u a l e x p e rie n c e  th a n  th o se  w h o  c ited  sch o o l (1 0 .9  p e rc e n t)  an d  m e d ia  (17 .3  
p e rcen t)  as th e ir  m a in  so u rc e  o f  sex  ed u ca tio n .

P a rtic ip a n ts  in  th e  F G D s m e n tio n e d  th a t i f  p a ren ts  fo u n d  th a t th e ir  ad u lt c h ild re n  are  
se x u a lly  ac tiv e , th e y  w o u ld  b e  u p se t. H o w ev e r, fo r y o u n g  m a le s , p a re n ts  seem  to  b e  
m o re  to le ran t.

“I t  i s  n o r m a l  f o r  b o y s  t o  b e  s e x u a l l y  a c t i v e .  P a r e n t s  c a n  a c c e p t  t h a t  t h e i r  s o n s  

a r e  s e x u a l l y  a c t i v e  b e c a u s e  b o y s  d i d  n o t  l o s e  a n y t h i n g .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  b o y s  h a v e  

m o r e  f r e e d o m  t h a n  f e m a l e  t o  p l a y  a r o u n d .  ” ( V e r b a t i m :  S a y s e t h a  M - 6 )

F o r fem a le  th a t n a m e d  fr ie n d s  as th e  m a in  so u rce  o f  sex  ed u c a tio n  w e re  th e  lik e ly  to  b e  
se x u a lly  ac tiv e . P o ss ib ly  sex  in fo rm a tio n  fro m  p ee rs  se rv e d  to  g u id e  d e c is io n -m a k in g  
ab o u t sex  fo r fem ales . T h e  d e s ire  o f  y o u th  to  b e  lik e  th e ir  p e e rs  an d  th e  sen se  o f  
b e lo n g in g  to  a n d  b e in g  a c c e p te d  b y  th e  g ro u p , th u s , c an  lead  th e m  to  en g ag e  in  sex u a l 
b eh av io r.

D a ta  fro m  F o cu s  G ro u p  D isc u ss io n s  w e re  d iv e rg in g  fro m  th e  q u a n tita tiv e  fin d in g s. 
F a m ily  an d  p e e rs  a re  o fte n  c ited  as m a jo r  so u rce s  o f  in fo rm a tio n  c o n c e rn in g  se x u a lity  
issu e s  o f  y o u th , e sp e c ia lly  th e  sam e  sex  p ee rs  an d  p a ren ts . B o y s  an d  g irls  w e re  d iffe re n t 
in  h o w  th e y  re c e iv e  sex  ed u ca tio n . T h e  m a in  so u rce  o f  sex  e d u c a tio n  fo r m a le s  w as 
m a in ly  fro m  th e ir  p e e rs  an d  m ed ia . B o y s  re ly  o n  th e ir  o w n  an d  f r ie n d ’s sex u a l 
e x p e rie n c e  an d  so m e  b o y s  w e re  m o re  lik e ly  to  w a tc h  sex  m o v ie s  o r  p o rn o g ra p h ic  
m e d ia  b e c a u se  th e y  d a re  to  e x p re ss  th e ir  sex u a l d e s ire  m o re  th an  g irls .

“M a l e  y o u t h  r e c e i v e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  f r o m  f r i e n d s  w h o  h a v e  e x p e r i e n c e .  F o r  

e x a m p l e ,  o n e  o f  m y  f r i e n d s  h a d  s e x  w i t h  t h e  b a r  g i r l s  l a s t  n i g h t  a n d  h e  d i d  n o t  

u s e  c o n d o m s .  ”  ( V e r b a t i m :  S a y s e t h a  M - 3 ')

G irls  w o u ld  re c e iv e  in fo rm a tio n  on  sex  e d u c a tio n  fro m  p ee rs , an d  m ass  m e d ia  n am e ly  
p o s te rs , lea fle ts  and  b ro c h u re s  b e c a u se  th e y  w ere  sh y  an d  do  n o t d a re  to  exp ress 
th em se lv es . G irls  p e rc e iv e d  th is  issu e  as  fo llow s:
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“I  t h i n k  t h a t  b o y s  a n d  g i r l s  r e c e i v e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  s e x  e d u c a t i o n  d i f f e r e n t l y .  I  

h e a r d  f r o m  m y  m a l e  f r i e n d  t h a t  b o y s  k n o w  a b o u t  t h i s  f r o m  t h e i r  o w n  e x p e r i e n c e  

m o r e  t h a n  g i r l s .  M y  f r i e n d  t o l d  m e  t h a t  h e  h a d  v i s i t e d  s e x  w o r k e r ,  b u t  h e  d i d  n o t  

d a r e  t o  h a v e  s e x .  B o y s  a r e  m o r e  o p e n  a b o u t  t h i s  i s s u e .  ”  ( V e r b a t i m :  

C h a n t h a b u r y  F - 5 )

“ G i r l s  r e c e i v e d  s e x  e d u c a t i o n  m a i n l y  f r o m  m e d i a  s u c h  a s  T V ,  p o s t e r s ,  l e a f l e t s .  

T h e y  a r e  l e s s  l i k e l y  t o  w a t c h  X m o v i e s .  ” ( V e r b a t i m :  S i k h o t t a b o n g  F - l )

H o w e v e r, m a n y  m a le  an d  fe m a le  re sp o n d e n ts  fro m  F o cu s  G ro u p  D isc u ss io n s  (F G D s) 
d isc u sse d  th e  ro le  p a re n ts  as th e  so u rc e  o f  sex  ed u ca tio n . S o m e  m a le  p a r tic ip a n ts , w h ile  
a d m ittin g  th a t d isc u ss io n  a b o u t sex u a l m a tte rs  w ith  p a re n ts  is  u se fu l a n d  te n d  to  b e lie v e  
th e ir  p a re n ts  m o re  th a n  th e ir  frien d s . F o r  ex am p le :

“M y  p a r e n t s  t o l d  m e  a b o u t  t h e  n e g a t i v e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  h a v i n g  s e x ,  u s i n g  

d r u g s  e t c . .  T h e y  t o l d  m e  a b o u t  b e i n g  c a r e f u l  w i t h  f r i e n d s .  I f  y o u  h a v e  g o o d  

f r i e n d s ,  y o u  w i l l  b e  g o o d .  I f  y o u  h a v e  b a d  f r i e n d s ,  y o u  w i l l  b e  b a d  a n d  l o s e  y o u r  

o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  f u r t h e r  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  y o u r  f u t u r e .  ” ( V e r b a t i m :  S i s a t t a n a k  M - 3 )

A lm o s t all sch o o l y o u th  sa id  th a t th e y  re c e iv e d  se x u a lity  in fo rm a tio n  fro m  th e  sch o o l. 
O n e  o f  sch o o l y o u th  m e n tio n e d  tha t:

“I  r e c e i v e d  k n o w l e d g e  o n  r e p r o d u c t i o n  f r o m  t h e  b i o l o g y  c l a s s .  T e a c h e r s  t a u g h t  

u s  a b o u t  t h e  p h y s i o l o g y  o f  m a l e  a n d  f e m a l e  b o d y ,  c o n c e p t i o n  a n d  m e n s t r u a t i o n .  

A f t e r  t h e  c l a s s ,  I  d i s c u s s e d  w i t h  m y  f r i e n d  a b o u t  t h e s e  i s s u e s .  ” ( V e r b a t i m :  

S a y s e t h a  F - 2 )
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Table 5.26: D is tr ib u tio n  o f  F re q u e n c ie s  an d  P ro p o rtio n s  o n  ‘E v e r  H ad  S e x ’ b y  S ex
E d u c a tio n  an d  G e n d e r

V ariab le s
Sex Education

Percent

M ale
Yes

N um ber

E v er H ad  Sex

p-value Percent

Fem ale
Yes

N um ber p-value
Parents 56.4 22 .002** 18.5 10 .002**
Friends 51.6 129 27.8 47
School 34.5 68 10.9 15
M edia 43.9 94 17.3 24

Total 44.7 313 19.2 96
Note: Significance tests evaluate the difference between source of sex education and dependent variables 

(ever having had sex) for males and for females. Tests were undertaken with chi-square for 
categorical variables.

** - Significant at the level p<.01 
*** - Significant at the level p<.001

5.3.5 Intimate Relationship and ‘Ever Had Sex’ of Respondents
T a b le  5 .2 7  sh o w s  th a t 5 3 .9  p e rc e n t o f  m a le  an d  2 6 .9  p e rc e n t o f  fem ale  re sp o n d e n ts  w h o  
c u rre n tly  h a v e  b o y /g ir l- f r ie n d s  w e re  s ig n ific a n t m o re  lik e ly  to  b e  se x u a lly  a c tiv e  th an  
th o se  y o u th  w h o  c u rre n tly  d id  n o t h a v e  b o y /g ir l- f r ie n d s  (p -v a lu e  < .001  fo r  m a le s  an d  p- 
va lu e< .0 0 1  fo r fem ale ). M a le  re sp o n d e n ts  w h o  h av e  a h ig h e r  n u m b e r  o f  b o y /g ir l  frien d s  
w e re  m o re  lik e ly  to  b e  se x u a l a c tiv e  th an  th o se  y o u th  w h o  h ad  less  n u m b e r  o f  frien d s  
(p -v a lu e  < .0 5 0 ).

A ll s e x u a lly  a c tiv e  m a le  an d  fe m a le  u n m a rr ie d  re sp o n d e n ts  e x p e rie n c e d  d iffe re n t s tag es  
o f  sex u a l re la tio n s  n a m e ly  d a tin g  (6 1 .8  p e rc e n t o f  m a les  an d  2 1 .7  p e rc e n t o f  fem ales), 
h o ld in g , (5 0 .4  p e rc e n t o f  m a le s  an d  24  p e rc e n t o f  fem ales), k is s in g  (6 9 .3  p e rc e n t o f  
m a le s  an d  54 .2  p e rc e n t o f  fem ales), an d  p e ttin g  u p p e r p a rt (71.8 p e rc e n t o f  m a le s  an d
32.1 p e rc e n t o f  fem ales), an d  lo w e r p a rt o f  th e  b o d y  (76 p e rc e n t o f  m a le s  an d  47  
p e rc e n t o f  fem ales), c o m p a re d  to  th e  n o n -se x u a l a c tiv e  o f  u n m a rr ie d  re sp o n d e n ts . T h e  
d iffe re n ce  b e tw e e n  d iffe re n t s tag es  o f  sex u a l b e h a v io r  an d  re p o rte d  se x u a l e x p e rien ce  
o f  b o th  m a le  and  fem a le  re sp o n d e n ts  w as  s ta tis tic a lly  s ig n ific an t. S ex u a l a c tiv ity  w as 
c o rre la te d  w ith  d a tin g , h o ld in g  h a n d s  w ith  o p p o s ite  sex , k iss in g , p e ttin g  u p p e r  p a rt and  
lo w er p a rt o f  th e  b o d y . F o r ex am p le , th o se  w h o  do  n o t d a te  h a v e  lo w er lev e ls  o f  sexua l 
a c tiv ity . T h is  w as  p ro b a b le  th a t ad o le sc e n t re sp o n d e n ts  w h o  w ere  se x u a lly  ac tiv e  m ay  
b e  m o re  lik e ly  to  find  o u t frien d s  and  d a tin g  p a rtn e rs  w h o  sh a re  p e rsp ec tiv e s  on  
sexua lity .



154

In  g en e ra l, th e re  w as  a  re la tio n sh ip  b e tw e e n  h a v in g  b o y /g ir l fr ien d s  an d  d iffe re n t s tag es  
o f  sex u a l b e h a v io rs  a n d  e v e r  h ad  sex .

Table 5.27: D is tr ib u tio n  o f  F re q u e n c ie s  an d  P ro p o rtio n s  o n  ‘E v e r  h ad  S e x ’ b y  In tim a te  
R e la tio n s

V ariab le s
Intim ate relationship

Percent

M ale
Yes

N um ber

E v e r H ad  sex
Fem ale

Yes
p-value Percent N um ber p-value

H a v in g  b o y /g ir l F rien d
No 28.1 70 <.001*** 1.9 3 <.001***
Yes 53.9 243 26.9 93

Total 44.7 313 19.2 96
H aving a num ber o f
steady boy/girl Friend:

1 51.0 155 .030* 25.9 82 .304
2 52.9 45 40.9 9
>=3 69.4 43 28.6 2

Total 53.9 243 26.9 93
D ating

No 19.9 57 <.001*** 4.4 8 <.001***
Yes 61.8 256 27.8 88

Total 44.7 313 19.2 96
H o ld in g

No 10.1 10 <.001*** 1 1 <.001***
Yes 50.4 303 24 95

Total 44.7 313 19.2 96
Kiss

No 9.1 26 <.001*** 1.8 6 <.001***
Yes 69.3 287 54.2 90

Total 44.7 313 19.2 96
Petting upper part

No 13.8 45 <.001*** .5 1 <.001***
Yes 71.8 268 32.1 95

Total 44.7 313 19.2 96
Petting low er part

No 21.3 85 <.001*** 5.7 19 <.001***
Yes 76.0 228 47 77

Total 44.7 313 19.2 96
Note: Significance tests evaluate the difference between intimate relationship and dependent variables 

(Ever had Sex) for males and for females. Tests were carried out with chi-square for categorical 
variables.

- Significant at the level p<.001***



155

5.3.6 Partner’s Behavior and ‘Ever Had Sex’ among Respondents
T a b le  5 .28  sh o w e d  th e  p ro p o rtio n s  o f  ‘P a r tn e r ’s B e h a v io r ’ b y  ‘E v e r  h ad  S e x ’ a m o n g  
re sp o n d e n ts  an d  b y  ‘G e n d e r ’. O v e r  h a l f  (5 8 .9  p e rc e n t)  o f  m a le  re sp o n d e n ts  w h o  
re p o rte d  th a t th e ir  p a r tn e r  d r in k s  a lco h o l w e re  m o re  lik e ly  to  h a v e  se x u a l ex p e rien ce  
c o m p a re d  w ith  th e  4 2 .2  p e rc e n t o f  m a le ’s p a r tn e r  w h ic h  do  n o t d r in k  a lco h o l (p -v a lu e  
< .0 0 1 ). S im ila r  f in d in g  w as fo u n d  fo r fem a le  re sp o n d e n ts . A p p ro x im a te ly  30 .6  p e rcen t 
o f  fe m a le ’s p a r tn e r  w h o  d r in k  a lco h o l h ad  sex  c o m p a re d  to  4.1 P e rc e n t o f  fe m a le ’s w ith  
p a r tn e rs  n o n -d rin k e rs  (p -v a lu e  < .0 0 1 ). A  h ig h e r  n u m b e r  o f  fem a le  p a r tn e r ’s d rin k e rs  
w e re  m o re  lik e ly  to  b e  sex u a l a c tiv e  in  c o m p a riso n  w ith  m a le  p a r tn e r ’s d rin k ers .

T h e  re sp o n d e n ts  w e re  a sk ed  a b o u t th e  sm o k in g  b e h a v io r  o f  th e ir  p a rtn e r. T h e re  w as a  
g e n d e r  d isp a r ity  b e tw e e n  m a le  an d  fem a le  in  re p o rtin g  a  f r ie n d ’s sm o k in g  hab it. 
F e m a le  re sp o n d e n ts  w h o  re p o rte d  th a t th e ir  p a r tn e r  w e re  sm o k e rs  w e re  m o re  lik e ly  to  
b e  sex u a l a c tiv e  c o m p a re d  to  th o se  re sp o n d e n t’s w ith  n o n -sm o k in g  fr ien d s  (4 7 .9  
p e rc e n t v e rsu s  18.8 p e rcen t, p -v a lu e  < .0 0 1 ).

In  c o n c lu s io n , th e re  w a s  a  s tro n g  re la tio n sh ip  b e tw e e n  h a v in g  b o y /g ir l frien d , fo r 
fem a le  ‘P a r tn e r ’s A lco h o l D r in k e rs ’ an d  ‘T o b acco  S m o k e rs ’ an d  ‘E v e r  H a d  S e x ’.
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Table 5.28: D is tr ib u tio n  o f  F re q u e n c ie s  an d  P ro p o rtio n s  o n  E v e r  h a d  S ex  b y  P a r tn e r’s 
’U n d e s ira b le  B e h a v io r’

V a riab le s  E v e r  H ad  Sex
P artner’s B ehavior M ale Fem ale

Percent N um ber p-value Percent N um ber p-value
B o y /g ir lfr ien d  sm o k es  
tobacco :

No 53.8 228 1.000 18.8 47 <.001***
Yes 55.6 15 47.9 46

Total 53.9 243 26.9 93
B o y /g irl frien d  d rin k s
a lco h o l

No 42.2 57 .001** 4.1 2 <.001***
Yes 58.9 186 30.6 91

Total 53.9 243 26.9 93
B o y /g irl fr ien d s  g o es
o u t d u rin g  n ig h t tim e

No 49.8 105 .196 24.1 14 .260
Yes 59.2 93 31.3 47
N ot sure 54.2 45 23.2 32

Total 53.9 243 26.9 93
Note: Significance tests evaluate the difference between youth partner’s behavior and dependent 

variables (ever having had sex) for males and for females. Tests were carried out with chi-square 
for categorical variables.

** - Significant at the level p<.01 
*** - Significant at the level p<.001

5.3.7 Peer Influence on ‘Ever Had Sex’
A m o n g  th e  ‘P e e r  In f lu e n c e ’ v a r ia b le s , a lm o s t a ll e m e rg e d  as  s ig n if ic a n t w ith  the  
ex c e p tio n  o f  p e e rs  e n c o u ra g in g  h a v in g  a b o y /g ir lf r ie n d , e x c e p t ‘P e e r  In f lu e n c e  h av in g  
b o y /g ir l f r ie n d s ’ (T ab le  5 .29 ). S lig h tly  o v e r  h a l f  o f  m a le  (52.1  p e rc e n t)  a n d  o v e r-th ird  
o f  fem ale  re sp o n d e n ts  re c e iv in g  p e e r  in f lu e n c e  to  d a tin g  re p o rte d  e v e r  h a d  p rem arita l 
sex u a l e x p e rie n c es  c o m p a re d  to  th o se  re sp o n d e n ts  w ith o u t p e e r  in f lu e n c e  (3 4 .4  p e rcen t 
an d  12.4 p e rc e n t fo r m a le  and  fem ale  re sp e c tiv e ly ). In te re s tin g ly , 56 .4  p e rc e n t o f  m ale  
re sp o n d e n ts  re p o rtin g  frien d s  e n c o u ra g e d  th em  h a v in g  sex  w e re  se x u a lly  ex p e rien ced , 
co m p ared  to  o n ly  31 p e rc e n t o f  th o se  re p o rtin g  th a t fr ien d s  d id  n o t e n c o u ra g e  th em  to 
h av e  sex .

N o t su rp ris in g ly , m o re  m a le  th an  fem ale  re sp o n d e n ts  w h o  re p o rte d  th a t th e ir  g ir l/b o y  
friends h ad  in d ica ted  d e s ire  to  h a v in g  sex  w ith  th e m  w ere  s ig n if ic a n tly  m o re  lik e ly  to  
ex p e rien ce  p rem arita l sex  th an  th o se  w h o  had  n o t h ad  a  g ir l/b o y  frien d  in d ica tin g  tha t
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th e y  d e s ire d  h a v in g  sex  w ith  th e m  (6 6 .5  p e rc e n t v e rsu s  38.1 p e rc e n t, p -v a lu e  < .001  fo r 
m a le s  an d  4 4 .8  p e rc e n t v e rsu s  7 .8  p e rc e n t, p -v a lu e  < .001  fo r fem a le s  re sp ec tiv e ly ). 
P e e r ’s in f lu e n c e  o n  se x u a l b e h a v io r  am o n g  re sp o n d e n ts  o p e ra te s  th ro u g h  p ee rs  
e n c o u ra g e  d a tin g , p e e rs  in f lu e n c in g  h a v in g  sex  an d  in tim a te  p a r tn e r  e v e r-e x p re ss in g  
d e s ire  to  h a v e  sex .

Table 5 .2 9 : D is tr ib u tio n  o f  F re q u e n c ie s  an d  P ro p o rtio n s  o n  ‘E v e r  H a d  S e x ’ b y  P e e r
In flu e n c e  an d  b y  G e n d e r

Variables Ever Had Sex
Peer Influence M ale Fem ale

Percent N um ber p-value Percent N um ber p-value
Peer influence to have a 
boy/girl friend

No 43.6 72 .788 13.0 12 .108
Yes 45.0 241 20.6 84

Total
Peer influence to go out 
w ith boy/girl friend

44.7 313 19.2 96

No 34.9 105 <.001*** 12.4 43 <.001***
Yes 52.1 208 34.4 53

Total
P e e r  e n c o u ra g e d  you  
to  h a v e  sex

44.7 313 19.2 96

No 31.3 102 <■ 001*** 12.4 52 <.001***
Yes 56.4 211 34.4 44

Total
Boy/girl friend indicated 
that they w anted to have 
sex w ith you

44.7 313 19 2 96

No 38.1 204 <.001*** 7.8 27 <.001***
Yes 66.5 109 44.8 69

Total 44.7 313 19.2 96
Note: Significance tests evaluate the difference between peer influence and dependent variables (ever 

had sex) for males and for females. Tests were carried out with chi-square for categorical 
variables.

*** - Significant at the level p<.001

5.3.8 Parent-respondent Interaction Factors Influencing ‘Ever Had Sex’ 
P aren ts  a re  th e  p r im a ry  so u rce  o f  so c ia liz a tio n  fo r th e ir  ch ild ren . P a ren ts  c a n  in flu en ce  
y o u th ’s sex u a l b e h a v io r  th ro u g h  th e ir  in te ra c tio n  w ith  th e ir  c h ild re n , n a m e ly  p a ren t- 
re sp o n d e n t c lo se n e ss  an d  c o n n e c te d n e ss , p a re n t-re sp o n d e n t c o m m u n ic a tio n  on  genera l 
an d  sex u a l issu e s  and  p e rc e iv e d  p a ren ta l a ttitu d e s  re g a rd in g  y o u th ’s sex u a l b eh av io r.
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F o r th e  p u rp o se  o f  b iv a r ia te  an a ly s is , p a re n t-re sp o n d e n t in te ra c tio n  v a r ia b le s  w e re  
c a te g o riz e d  in to  tw o  g ro u p s  w ith  sco re s  1 to  3 m e a n in g  p e rc e iv e d  lo w  c o n n e c te d n e ss , 
p e rc e iv e d  lo w  c o m m u n ic a tio n  an d  p e rc e iv e d  lo w  ex p e c ta tio n  re g a rd in g  s e x u a lity  and  
sco re s  4 to  5 in d ic a tin g  h ig h  p a re n t-re sp o n d e n t in te rac tio n . T a b le  5 .3 0  su m m a riz e s  the  
d is tr ib u tio n  b e tw e e n  ‘P a re n t-re sp o n d e n t In te ra c tio n s ’ an d  ‘E v e r  H ad  S e x ’. F em ale  
re s p o n d e n t’s p e rc e p tio n  o f  c o n n e c te d n e ss  w ith  m o th e r  an d  fa th e r w e re  n e g a tiv e ly  
a s so c ia te d  w ith  e v e r  h ad  sex  (1 4 .9  p e rc e n t v e rsu s  52 .8  p e rc e n t, p -v a lu e  < .001  w ith  
m o th e rs  an d  11.6 p e rc e n t v e rsu s  3 7 .6  p e rcen t, p -v a lu e  < .001  w ith  fa th ers).

In te re s tin g ly , th e re  w a s  n o  re la tio n sh ip  b e tw e e n  m a le ’s p e rc e p tio n  o f  c o n n e c te d n e ss  to  
m o th e r  an d  fa th e r  an d  e v e r  h a d  sex  a m o n g  m a le  re sp o n d e n ts  (p -v a lu e  .273 an d  p- 
v a lu e  .573  fo r M o th e rs  an d  F a th e rs  re sp e c tiv e ly ). T h is  co u ld  b e  d u e  to  g ir ls  sp e n d in g  
m o re  tim es  w ith  th e ir  fa m ily  th a n  b o y s . A lso  p a re n ts  m a y  h a v e  sp e n t m o re  tim e  try in g  
to  in f lu e n c e  th e  b e h a v io r  o f  th e ir  d a u g h te rs  th an  th e ir  sons. F e m a le s  p e rc e iv e d  g re a te r  
fa m ily  c o h e s io n , w h ic h  is  c o m m o n  in  th e  L ao  so c ie ty . T h is  w as  c o n fo rm e d  b y  
q u a lita tiv e  d a ta , as p o in te d  o u t b y  p a rtic ip a n ts  o f  th e  F G D s:

“ G i r l s  a r e  c l o s e r  t o  p a r e n t s  t h a n  b o y s .  G i r l s  t h i n k  o f  p a r e n t s  f i r s t  w h e n  t h e y  

h a v e  p r o b l e m s  t h e n  f r i e n d s  b e c a u s e  p a r e n t s  p r o v i d e d  t h e m  c o u n s e l i n g  a n d  

r e s o l v e d  t h e  p r o b l e m s  f o r  t h e m .  ” ( v e r b a t i m :  S a y s e t h a  F - 7 )

F o r p a re n t-y o u th  c o m m u n ic a tio n  on  g en e ra l issu es , it w a s  fo u n d  th a t th e  h ig h e r  th e  
c o m m u n ic a tio n  b e tw e e n  m o th e r  an d  fa th e r an d  fem ale  re sp o n d e n ts  o n  g e n e ra l issu es, 
th e  lo w e r th e  lik e lih o o d  o f  th em  h ad  sex  (1 2 .7  p e rc e n t v e rsu s  32.1 p e rc e n t, p - v a lu e  
<■ 001 w ith  M o th e rs  an d  9.5 p e rc e n t v e rsu s  2 2 .0  p e rc e n t, p -v a lu e  < .001  w ith  F a th ers). 
H o w ev e r, th e re  w as no  s ta tis tic a lly  s ig n if ic a n t d iffe re n c e  b e tw e e n  m o th e r  an d  fa th e r 
an d  m a le  re sp o n d e n t’s c o m m u n ic a tio n  on  g en e ra l issu e s  and  sex u a l e x p e rie n c e  (p- 
v a lu e  .119  fo r M o th e rs  an d  p -v a lu e  .483 fo r F a th e rs  re sp ec tiv e ly ).

C o n c e rn in g  to  m o th e r  and  fa th e r-re sp o n d en t sex u a l c o m m u n ic a tio n , th e re  w as no 
a sso c ia tio n  b e tw e e n  m o th e r  and  fa th e r and  b o th  m a le  an d  fem ale  re sp o n d e n ts  on  sexual 
c o m m u n ic a tio n  an d  e v e r h ad  sex .
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T h e  fin d in g s  fro m  F G D s a lso  su g g e s te d  th a t y o u n g  p e o p le  ra re ly  ta lk e d  a b o u t sex  w ith  
p a ren ts . Y o u th  d id  n o t d a re  o p e n ly  d isc u ss  se x u a l m a tte rs  w ith  th e ir  p a re n ts  b e c a u se  
th e y  w e re  sh y  a n d  a fra id  th a t  th e ir  p a re n ts  th in k  th a t th e y  w e re  s e x u a lly  ac tiv e . P a re n ts  
a lso  w e re  c o n s id e re d  b e in g  sh y  to  d isc u ss  th e se  m a tte rs  w ith  th e ir  c h ild re n  an d  w e re  
p e rc e iv e d  to  fee l u n c o m fo rta b le  d isc u ss in g  sex u a l m a tte rs . In  th e  F G D s y o u th  s ta ted  
th a t few  d isc u sse d  sex  w ith  th e ir  p a ren ts . O n e  p a r tic ip a n t fro m  th e  F G D  m e n tio n e d  tha t:

“ Y o u t h  d o e s  n o t  d a r e  t o  d i s c u s s  s e x u a l  m a t t e r s  w i t h  p a r e n t s  b e c a u s e  t h e y  f e e l  

s h y  a n d  a f r a i d  t h a t  p a r e n t s  w i l l  b e  a n g r y  a n d  p r o h i b i t  t h e m  t o  d o  t h i n g s  w i t h  

f r i e n d s .  I f  y o u t h  d i s c u s s e d  a b o u t  s e x u a l  m a t t e r s ,  p a r e n t s  m i g h t  t h i n k  t h a t  y o u t h  

a r e  s e x u a l l y  a c t i v e .  ”  ( V e r b a t i m :  S i s a t t a n a k  F - 3 )

S ex u a l c o m m u n ic a tio n  b e tw e e n  p a re n ts  an d  y o u th  se e m s a lso  to  d e p e n d  o n  p a re n t’s 
ed u ca tio n . A s o n e  fe m a le  in  th e  F G D s sta ted :

“I t  d e p e n d s  o n  p a r e n t s  w h e t h e r  t h e y  c a n  t e a c h  s e x u a l i t y  t o  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  o r  

n o t .  I f  p a r e n t s  h a v e  m o r e  e d u c a t i o n ,  t h e y  w i l l  p r o v i d e  s e x  e d u c a t i o n  t o  t h e i r  

c h i l d r e n .  I f  t h e y  a r e  f a r m e r s  o r  f r o m  t h e  r u r a l  a r e a s ,  t h e y  d o  n o t  k n o w  h o w  t o  

t a l k  t o  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  a b o u t  t h e s e  t h i n g s .  ”  ( V e r b a t i m :  C h a n h t h a b u r y  M - 5 )

T h e  re s p o n d e n t’s p e rc e p tio n  o f  b o th  m o th e r ’s an d  fa th e r ’s e x p e c ta tio n s  to w a rd s  sex  
w as s ig n if ic a n tly  re la te d  to  th e m  w h o  e v e r  h a d  sex . R e sp o n d e n ts , ir re sp e c tiv e  o f  
G en d e r, w h o  s tro n g ly  p e rc e iv e d  th a t m o th e r  d isa p p ro v e d  o f  th em , h a v in g  sex , h ad  a  
lo w e r lik e lih o o d  o f  h a v in g  se x u a l e x p e rie n c e  c o m p a re d  to  th o se  re sp o n d e n ts  w h o  
p e rc e iv e d  th e ir  p a re n ts  a p p ro v e d  th e m  to  h a v in g  sex  (35 .8  p e rc e n t v e rsu s  66  p e rcen t, p - 
v a lu e  < .001  fo r m a le  an d  15.8 p e rc e n t v e rsu s  4 6 .2  p e rc e n t, p -v a lu e  < .001  fo r fem ale  
re sp ec tiv e ly ). S im ila r  p a tte rn s  w e re  fo u n d  fo r  th e  re sp o n d e n ts ’ p e rc e p tio n  o n  fa th e r’s 
e x p e c ta tio n  re g a rd in g  sex . R e sp o n d e n ts  w h o  p e rc e iv e d  th a t  th e ir  fa th e r  s tro n g ly  
d isa p p ro v e d , th e m  h a v in g  sex , w e re  le ss  lik e ly  to  b e  se x u a lly  a c tiv e  th an  o th e r  
re sp o n d e n ts  (3 5 .2  p e rc e n t v e rsu s  63 .3  p e rcen t, p -v a lu e  .001 fo r m a le  an d  14.6 p e rc e n t 
v e rsu s  58 .8  p e rc e n t, p -v a lu e  < .001  fo r fem ale  re sp e c tiv e ly ). T h is  fin d in g  su p p o rte d  o u r 
h y p o th e s is  th a t re sp o n d e n ts  w h o  p e rc e iv e d  h ig h e r  p a re n ta l e x p e c ta tio n  reg a rd in g  
se x u a lity  w e re  le ss  lik e ly  to  b e  se x u a lly  ex p e rien ced .
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In  su m m a ry , th re e  fac to rs  o f  p a re n t-re sp o n d e n t in te rac tio n  e m erg ed  as s ta tis tic a lly  
s ig n ific an t. F irs tly , th e re  w as an  a sso c ia tio n  b e tw e e n  m o th e r, fa th e r  an d  p a ren t- 
re sp o n d e n t c o n n e c te d n e ss  an d  re p o rtin g  p re m a rita l sex u a l ex p e rie n c es  fo r  fe m a le  you th . 
S eco n d ly , m o th e r , fa th e r  an d  p a re n t-re sp o n d e n t o n  g en era l c o m m u n ic a tio n  e m erg ed  as 
p ro te c tiv e  fac to rs  fo r  p re m a rita l sex u a l ex p e rien ces  fo r fem ales . T h ird ly , th e re  is a  
s tro n g  n e g a tiv e  re la tio n sh ip  b e tw e e n  p e rc e iv e d  p a ren ta l e x p e c ta tio n  re g a rd in g  sex  and  
e v e r h a v in g  h ad  sex  fo r  b o th  m a le  an d  fem ale  re sp o n d en ts .

T a b le  5 .3 0 : D is tr ib u tio n  F re q u e n c ie s  an d  P ro p o rtio n s  o n  P a re n ta l-R e sp o n d e n t
In te ra c tio n  b y  ‘E v e r  H a d  S e x ’ an d  b y  G en d e r

Variables
Parent-youth Interaction

Percent
M ale

N um ber

Ever Had Sex
Fem ale

p-value Percent N um ber p-value
M other- re sp o n d e n t

C onnectedness << nm
Low  C onnectedness 53.1 26 .237 52.8 28 ***
H igh C onnectedness 44.3 275 14.9 64

Total 55.1 301 19.1 92
Father- re sp o n d e n t
C onnectedness

Low  C onnectedness 41.1 39 .537 37.6 41 <.001
H igh C onnectedness 44.7 221 11.6 38 ะ*:**

Total 44.1 260 18.1 79
Parent- re sp o n d e n t
C onnectedness < 001Low  C onnectedness 43.8 21 1.00 45.9 28 ***

H igh C onnectedness 43.9 228 13.3 48
Total 43.9 249 18.1 76
M other- re sp o n d e n t G eneral
Com m unication < 001Low  Com m unication 46.3 112 .132 32.1 51 ***

H igh C om m unication 44.2 189 12 7 41
Total 44.9 301 44.6 92
Father- re sp o n d e n t General
Com m unication 22.0 <.001Low C om m unication 44.4 128 .322 9 5 66 ***

H igh C om m unication 43.9 132 1 ft 1 13
Total 44.1 260 79
Parent- re sp o n d e n t G eneral
C om m unication

Low  Com m unication 47.2 109 .082 26.3 54 <.001
High Com m unication 41.7 140 10.2 22 ***

Total 43.9 249 18.1 76
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Table 5.30: (C o n t.)  D is tr ib u tio n  F re q u e n c ie s  an d  P ro p o rtio n s  o n  P a re n ta l-R e sp o n d e n t
In te ra c tio n  b y  ‘E v e r  H ad  S e x ’ an d  b y  G e n d e r

V ariab le s
Parent-youth Interaction

Percent
M ale

N um ber

E v e r H ad  Sex
Fem ale

p-value Percent N um ber p-value
M o th e r-  re sp o n d e n t S ex u a l
C o m m u n ic a tio n

Low  C om m unication 45.5 280 .766 19.2 85 .564
H igh Com m unication 38.2 21 17.9 7

Total 44.9 301 19.1 92
Father- re sp o n d e n ts  Sexual
C om m unication

Low  C om m unication 44.0 246 .858 18.3 78 .415
H igh C om m unication 4 6 7 14 9.1 1

Total 44.1 260 18.1 79
Parent- re sp o n d e n t Sexual
Com m unication

Low  Com m unication 43.9 234 .876 18.2 74 .487
H igh C om m unication 44.1 15 13.3 2

T otal 43.9 249 18.1 76
M other Expectation regarding
Sex

Low  Expectation 66.0 134 <■ 001 46.2 24 <.001
H igh Expectation 35.8 300 *** 15.8 68 ***

T otal 55.1 369 19.1 92
Father Expectation regarding
Sex

Low  Expectation 63.3 119 <.001 58.8 20 <.001
H igh Expectation 35.2 141 *** 14.6 59 ***

Total 44.1 260 18.1 79
Parent Expectation regarding
Sex < 001Low  Expectation 67.1 106 *** 60.0 18 <.001

H igh Expectation 35.0 143 14.8 58 ***
T otal 43.9 249 18.1 76

Note: Significance tests evaluate the difference between independent and dependent variables for males
and for females. Tests were carried out with Chi-square for categorical variables. 

*** - Significant at the level p<.001

5.3.9 Summary
F in d in g s  re v e a le d  sev e ra l fa c to rs  a s so c ia te d  w ith  p re m a rita l sex u a l in te rc o u rse  fo r 
m a le s  and  fem ales . A m o n g  th e  c h a ra c te r is tic  o f  re sp o n d e n ts , fo r m a les , age , sch o o l 
en ro llm e n t, c u rre n tly  w o rk in g  an d  liv in g  a rra n g e m en ts  w e re  s ig n if ic a n t c o rre la ted  w ith  
e v e r  had  sex ; w h e re a s  fo r fem ales , age, sch o o l en ro llm e n t, e d u c a tio n a l a tta in m en t, 
su ffic ie n t in co m e  fo r ex p e n se s  w e re  a lso  s ig n if ic a n tly  a sso c ia te d  w ith  e v e r  h ad  sex . 
W ith  re sp ec t to  th e  fam ily  b a c k g ro u n d , th e re  w as o n ly  p a re n ts  liv in g  w ith in  the  sam e
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h o u se  w as s ig n if ic a n tly  c o rre la te d  w ith  e v e r  h ad  h a v in g  sex  fo r m a le s ; w h ile  n o n e  o f  
fa m ily  s tru c tu ra l v a r ia b le s  w e re  s ig n ific a n t re la ted  to  e v e r  h ad  sex  fo r  fem ales.

T h e  re su lts  a lso  su g g e s te d  th a t  m a le  re sp o n d e n ts ’ lo n e lin e ss , fe m a le  re sp o n d e n ts ’ 
h a p p in e ss  w ith  th e ir  fam ily , a n d  th e  m a in  so u rce  o f  sex  e d u c a tio n  fo r  b o th  m a le  and  
fem ale  re sp o n d e n ts  w e re  p o s it iv e ly  re la te d  to  e x p e rie n c e  o f  p re m a rita l sex . W ith  
re g a rd s  to  p e e r  in flu e n c e , th e re  w as  a  p o s itiv e  a sso c ia tio n  b e tw e e n  p e e rs  en c o u ra g in g  
d a tin g , p ee rs  in f lu e n c in g  h a v in g  sex , an d  in tim a te  p a rtn e rs  e x p re ss in g  d e s ire  to  h av e  
sex  an d  th e  lik e lih o o d  o f  b e in g  se x u a lly  a c tiv e  fo r b o th  sex es. H a v in g  a n u m b e r  o f  
g ir lfr ie n d  an d  fe m a le  p a r tn e rs  o f  m a le  an d  fem a le  re sp o n d e n ts  b e in g  d r in k e rs  w e re  
s ig n if ic a n tly  re la te d  to  ‘E v e r  H a d  S e x ’. It is a lso  w o rth  to  n o te  th a t d iffe re n t s tag es  o f  
sex u a l b e h a v io rs  a re  re la te d  to  e v e r  h a v in g  h a d  sex  fo r b o th  sexes.

S ev era l fa c to rs  o f  p a re n t-  re sp o n d e n t in te ra c tio n  e m e rg e d  as s ta tis tic a lly  s ig n ifican t. 
H ig h  lev e ls  o f  m o th e r-re sp o n d e n t, fa th e r-re sp o n d en t an d  p a re n t-re sp o n d e n t 
co n n e c te d n e ss , p a re n t- re sp o n d e n t d isc u ss io n s  ab o u t g e n e ra l issu e s  w e re  a s so c ia te d  w ith  
a  lo w e r lik e lih o o d  o f  b e in g  se x u a lly  e x p e rien ced ; w h ile  p e rc e iv e d  p a re n ta l ex p e c ta tio n s  
re g a rd in g  sex  w a s  s ig n if ic a n tly  re la te d  to  less  lik e ly  to  ‘E v e r  H a d  S e x ’ fo r  b o th  m a le  
an d  fem ale .

5.4 Age at First Sex
S e c tio n  5 .4  su m m a riz e s  th e  b i-v a r ia te  a n a ly s is  o f  th e  o u tc o m e  v a r ia b le  ‘A g e  a t F irs t 
S e x ’ b y  se le c te d  ‘D e m o g ra p h ic  C h a ra c te ris tic s  o f  R e sp o n d e n ts ’, ‘P a re n t’s 
B a c k g ro u n d ’, ‘L iv in g  a rra n g e m e n ts ’, ‘In tim a te  R e la tio n sh ip ’, ‘P e e r  in f lu e n c e ’ and  
‘P a re n t-re sp o n d e n ts  In te ra c tio n ’.

5.4.1 Socio-demographic Characteristics Influencing ‘Age at First Sex’ 
Among Sexual Experienced Respondents

T a b le  5.31 d isp la y s  th e  ‘M ean  A g e  at F irs t S e x ’ b y  ‘S o c io -d e m o g ra p h ic  c h a ra c te ris tic s  
o f  y o u th ’, ‘P a re n ts ’ B a c k g ro u n d ’ an d  ‘G e n d e r ’. F in d in g s  re v e a le d  th e re  w as a  
s ta tis tic a lly  s ig n if ic a n t d iffe re n c e  b e tw e e n  ag e  a t f irs t sex  an d  e d u c a tio n a l leve l fo r 
fem ales. F o r in s tan ce , fem a le  re sp o n d e n ts  w h o  h ad  a  lo w  lev e l o f  e d u c a tio n  w ere  m o re  
lik e ly  to  h av e  sex u a l e x p e rie n c e  at e a r ly  ag e  c o m p a re d  to  th o se  re sp o n d e n ts  w ho  had  
h ig h  ed u ca tio n a l a tta in m e n t (1 8 .0  v e rsu s  2 0 .0 , p -v a lu e  < .0 5 ).
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M ale  re sp o n d e n ts  w h o  w e re  c u rre n tly  w o rk in g  w e re  m o re  lik e ly  to  h a v e  in itia ted  th e ir  
first sex u a l in te rc o u rse  a t la te  ag e  th a n  th o se  re sp o n d e n ts  w h o  a re  n o t c u rre n tly  w o rk in g  
(1 8 .7 8  v e rsu s  18 .31 , p -v a lu e  < .0 5 ). H o w e v e r, m a le  re sp o n d e n ts  w h o  h a d  su ffic ie n t 
in co m e  fo r e x p e n se s  w e re  m o re  lik e ly  to  in itia te  th e ir  first c o itu s  at e a r ly  a g e  th an  th o se  
re sp o n d e n ts  w h o  h a v e  n o t en o u g h  in co m e  fo r e x p en ses  (18 .41  v e rsu s  19 .00 , p -v a lu e  
C .05).

O v era ll, th e  v a r ia b le s  th a t w e re  s ig n if ic a n t a m o n g  m a le  re sp o n d e n ts  w e re  c u rre n tly  
w o rk in g  an d  su ff ic ie n t in c o m e  to  m e e t e x p en ses ; w h ile  th e  s ig n if ic a n t p re d ic to rs  o f  
e a r ly  sex u a l in itia tio n  a m o n g  fe m a le  re sp o n d e n ts  in  th e  b i-v a r ia te  a n a ly s is  w as  th e  lev e l 
o f  ed u ca tio n .

Table 5.31: D is tr ib u tio n  o f  F req u en cy , M e a n  an d  S ta n d a rd  D e v ia tio n s  o n  A g e  a t F irs t
S ex  b y  S e le c te d  D e m o g ra p h ic  C h a ra c te ris tic s  an d  b y  G e n d e r

V ariables
D em ographic

C haractseristics M ean
M ale

SD No

Age at F irst Sex 

p-value M ean
Fem ale
SD No p-value

A ttending school
Yes 18.59 1.82 147 .680 18.59 1.60 71 .818
No 18.50 1.82 166 18.68 1.77 25

Total 18.54 1.82 313 18.61 1.64 96
R espondent’s Education

Low 18.79 2.19 24 .773 18.05 1.70 22 .014*
M iddle 18.51 1.82 225 18.64 1.45 66
High 18.55 1.69 64 20.00 2.20 8

Total 18.54 1.82 313 18.61 1.64 96
W orking Status

Yes 18.78 1.81 151 .023* 18.60 1.56 60 .911
No 18.31 1.80 162 18.64 1.78 36

Total 18.54 1.82 313 18.61 1.64 96
S u ffic ien t In co m e

Yes 18.41 1.81 224 .017* 18.70 .85 53 .582
No 19.00 1.79 69 18.51 .00 43

Total 18.54 1.82 313 18.61 .65 96
Living Place:

Fam ily 18.66 1.78 211 .083 18.88 1.87 50 .093
R elatives/others 18.28 1.87 102 18.33 1.30 46

Total 18.54 1.82 313 18.61 1.64 96
Note: Significance tests evaluate the difference between dependent and independent variables separately 

for males and for females. Tests were carried out with t-test for two groups of different subjects 
on one variable and ANOVA for more than two sets of variable.

* - Significant at the level p<.05 
*** - Significant at the level pc.001
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5.4.2 Parent’s Background Influencing ‘Age at First Sex’ among Sexual 
Experienced Respondents

T a b le  5 .32  sh o w s  th e  d is tr ib u tio n s  o f  ‘A g e  at th e  F irs t S e x ’, b y  se le c te d  ‘D e m o g ra p h ic  
C h a ra c te ris tic s  o f  P a re n ts ’. T h e re  w as  n o  s ig n ific a n t d iffe re n ce  b e tw e e n  ‘A g e  at F irs t 
S ex u a l In te rc o u rse ’ an d  ‘S o c io -d e m o g ra p h ic  C h a ra c te ris tic s  o f  P a re n ts ’. E ith e r, 
p a re n t’s m a rita l s ta tu s , lev e l ed u c a tio n , m o th e r ’s w o rk in g  s ta tu s  o r  p a re n ts  liv in g  th e  
sam e  h o u se  w ith  y o u th , w e re  n o t s ig n if ic a n tly  re la te d  to  th e  ag e  a t f irs t c o itu s . M o th e rs  
liv in g  th e  sam e  h o u se  w ith  m a le  re sp o n d e n ts  an d  p a re n t’s m a rita l s ta tu s  a m o n g  fem ale  
re sp o n d e n ts  w e re  m a rg in a lly  s ig n if ic a n t a sso c ia te d  w ith  la te  s e x u a l in te rco u rse . T h ese  
v a ria b le s  w ill  b e  a d d re sse d  la te r  in  th e  m u ltiv a r ia te  analysis.

Table 5.32: D is tr ib u tio n  o f  F re q u e n c ie s , M e a n  an d  S tan d a rd  D e v ia tio n s  o n  A g e  at
_____________ F irs t S ex  b y  S e le c te d  D e m o g ra p h ic  C h a rac te ris tic  o f  P a re n ts_______________

V a ria b le s  A ge a t  F ir s t  Sex
D em ographic M ale Fem ale

_______C haracteristic________M ean SD No p-value M ean SD N o p-value
P aren t’s M arital Status

M arried/liv ing together 18.58 1.8 239 .467 18.45 1.61 74 .064
Others 18.41 1.89 74 19.18 1.62 22

Total 18.54 1.82 313 18.61 1.64 96
M other’s Education

Prim ary or less 18.42 1.80 178 .479 18.52 1.57 71 .215
High school 18.58 1.96 76 18.25 1.48 12
V ocational/post 18.77 1.76 44 19.57 2.51 7
H igh school

Total 18.51 1.84 298 18.57 1.65 90
F ather’s Education

Prim ary or less 18.49 2.05 89 .884 18.38 1.39 32 .148
H igh school 18.53 1.71 68 18.32 1.65 25
V ocational 18.70 1.66 71 18.71 1.49 14
Post high school 18.49 1.52 35 19.86 2.67 7

Total 18.56 1.79 263 18.55 1.66 78
M other’s W orking Status

Yes 18.41 1.7 177 .182 18.47 1.63 59 .386
No 18.69 2.0 124 18.79 1.69 33

Total 18.52 1.83 301 18.59 1.65 92
L iv in g  w ith  F ather:

Yes 18.71 1.79 174 .298 18.64 .90 47 .568
No 18.28 1.76 90 18.42 .00 33

Total 18.56 1.79 264 18.55 .70 80
Living w ith M other:

Yes 18.60 1.83 215 .061 18.69 1.85 54 .500
No 18.35 1.84 86 18.45 1.33 38

Total 18.52 1.83 301 18.59 1.65 92
Fam ily size

1-4 18.53 1.53 43 .668 18.88 1.64 8 .074
5-9 18.51 1.88 241 18.77 1.59 73
>=10 18.83 1.67 29 17.73 1.67 15

Total 18.54 1.82 313 18.61 1.64 96
Note: Significance tests evaluate the difference between dependent and independent variables for males 

and for females. Tests were carried out with t-test for continuous variables. The first p-value refers 
to relationship for males while the second p-value refers to relationship for females.
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5.4.3 Intimate Relationships and ‘Age of First Sex’
T a b le  5 .33  illu s tra te s  th e  d is tr ib u tio n  o f  th e  m ean  ag e  a t first sex u a l in te rc o u rse  b y  
in tim a te  re la tio n sh ip s  b y  re sp o n d e n ts ’ ‘G e n d e r ’. N o n e  o f  th e  fac to rs  o f  th e  in tim a te  
re la tio n sh ip s  e m e rg e d  s ta tis tic a lly  s ig n ific an t. T h is  p ro b a b ly  b e c a u se  y o u th ’s in tim a te  
re la tio n sh ip  d id  n o t ex te n d  to  th e  m e a n  ag e  a t f irs t co itu s.

Table 5.33: D is tr ib u tio n  o f  F re q u e n c ie s , M e a n  an d  S ta n d a rd  D e v ia tio n s  o n  A g e  at 
F irs t S ex  b y  In tim a te  R e la tio n sh ip , b y  S tag e  o f  S ex u a l B e h a v io r  an d  b y  
G e n d e r

Variables_________________________ Age at First Sex
Intim ate R elationship M ale Fem ale

M ean SD No p-value M ean SD No p-value
H aving boy/girl friends 

No 18.50 2.01 70 .835 20.33 .58 3 .064
Yes 18.55 1.76 243 18.56 1.63 93

Total 18.54 1.82 313 18.61 1.64 96
N o o f  boy/girl friends: 

1 18.59 1.67 155 .677 18.63 1.62 82 ,288
2 and more 18.49 1.92 88 18.00 1.67 11

Total 18.55 1.76 243 18.56 1.63 93
D ating

No 18.61 1.97 57 .734 18.62 1.85 8 .983
Yes 18.52 1.78 256 18.61 1.63 88

Total 18.54 1.82 313 18.61 1.64 96
K iss

No 18.62 1.90 26 .825 18.17 1.17 6 .492
Yes 18.53 1.81 287 18.64 1.66 90

Total 18.54 1.82 313 18.61 1.64 96
Petting low er part 

No 18.69 1.75 85 .360 18.47 1.22 19 .678
Yes 18.48 1.84 228 18.65 1.73 77

Total 18.54 1 82 313 18.61 1.64 96
Note: Significance tests evaluate the difference between dependent and independent variables for males 

and for females. Tests were carried out with t-test for continuous variables. The first p-value refers 
to relationship for males while the second p-value prefers to relationship for females.

5.4.4 Partner’s Behavior and ‘Age of First Sex’
T a b le  5 .34  illu s tra te d  th a t re sp o n d e n ts  in  b o th  sex es  w h o  re p o rte d  th e ir  p a rtn e rs  to  
sm o k e  to b a c c o  h ad  a  lo w e r m ean  ag e  o f  firs t sex  c o m p a re d  to  th o se  y o u th ’s p a rtn e r 
w h o  d id  n o t sm o k e  (17 .9 3  v e rsu s  18 .59  fo r m a le s  an d  18.50 v e rsu s  18.60 fo r fem ales); 
w h ile  m a le  re sp o n d e n ts  w h o se  p a rtn e rs  go  o u t d u rin g  th e  n ig h t tim e  h ad  a lo w er m ean  
ag e  o f  first c o itu s  co m p ared  to  th o se  w h o se  p a rtn e rs  d id  n o t w en t o u t d u rin g  the  n ig h t
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tim e . B u t th e  d iffe re n c e  b e tw e e n  re p o rtin g  th e  m ean  ag e  o f  f irs t c o itu s  an d  p a r tn e r ’ 
u n d e s ira b le  b e h a v io r  fo r m a le  an d  fem a le  w as n o t s ta tis tic a lly  s ig n ifican t.

Table 5.34: D is tr ib u tio n  o f  F re q u e n c ie s , M e a n  an d  S tan d a rd  D e v ia tio n s  o n  A g e  at
F irs t S ex  b y  P a r tn e r ’s B e h a v io r  an d  b y  R e sp o n d e n ts ’ G e n d e r

V ariables Age at F irst Sex
P artner’s B ehavior M ale Fem ale

M ean SD No p-value M ean SD No p-value
B oy/girlffiend drinks: 

No 18.81 1.88 57 .212 16.5 .71 2 .071
Yes 18.47 1.72 186 18.60 1.62 91

Total 18.55 1.76 243 18.56 1.63 93
Boy/girlfriend
smokes: 18.59 1.72 228 .161 18.62 1.68 47

No 17.93 2 25 15 18.50 1.60 46 .732
Yes 18.55 1.76 243 18.56 1.63 93

Total
B oy/girlfriend goes 
out during n igh t tim e 

No 18.83 1.85 105 .099 18.00 .96 14 .380
Yes 18.37 1.62 93 18.68 1.68 47
N ot sure 18.29 1.79 45 18.62 1.77 32

Total 18.55 1.76 243 18.56 1.63 93
Note: Significance tests evaluate the difference between dependent and independent variables for males 

and for females. Tests were carried out with t-test for continuous variables.

5.4.5 Peer Influence and ‘Age at First Sex’
T a b le  5 .35  su m m a riz e s  th e  m ean  ‘A g e  a t F irs t S ex u a l In te rc o u rse ’ b y  ‘P e e r  In f lu e n c e ’ 
c o m p a re d  to  y o u th  w ith o u t h a v in g  p e e r  in flu en ce  an d  ‘G e n d e r ’. T h e re  w as  o n ly  a  
s ig n if ic a n t re la tio n sh ip  b e tw e e n  b o y fr ie n d s  en co u rag ed  th e m  to  h a v e  sex  an d  ag e  at 
f irs t sex u a l in te rc o u rse  in  g ir ls  (p -v a lu e  <  .05). F e m a le  re sp o n d e n ts  w h o  re p o rte d  th a t 
th e ir  b o y fr ie n d  e n c o u ra g e d  th e m  to  h a v e  sex  w e re  m o re  lik e ly  to  in itia te  th e ir  first 
sex u a l in te rc o u rse  at an  e a r ly  ag e  c o m p a re d  to  g irls  w h o  in d ic a te d  th e ir  b o y fr ie n d s  d id  
n o t e n c o u ra g e  th e m  to  h a v e  sex  (18 .2 3  v e rsu s  18.94). H o w ev e r, th e  s tu d y  su g g es ted  
th a t th e re  w a s  n o  s ig n if ic a n t a s so c ia tio n  b e tw e e n  o th e r p e e r  in f lu e n c e  v a r ia b le s  an d  age 
at f irs t sex u a l in te rco u rse .
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Table 5.35: D is tr ib u tio n  o f  F re q u e n c ie s , M ean  an d  S ta n d a rd  D e v ia tio n  o n  A g e  o f  F irs t 
S ex  b y  P e e r  In flu e n c e  an d  b y  G en d e r

Variables_________________________ Age at First Sex_________
M ale Fem ale

Peer Influence M ean SD No p-value M ean SD No p-value
Peer Influence to have 
R elationship

No 18.56 1.69 72 .934 18.42 1.56 12 .413
Yes 18.54 1.86 241 18.64 1.65 84

Total
Peer Influence to O uting

18.54 1.82 313 18.61 1.64 96

No 18.71 1.67 105 .228 18.77 1.38 43 .637
Yes 18.45 1.88 208 18.49 1.83 53

Total
Peer Encouraged to have 
Sex

18.54 1.82 313 18.61 1.64 96

No 18.56 1.78 102 .898 18.94 1.79 52 .032*
Yes 18.53 1.84 211 18.23 1.36 44

Total
Peer Indicated to W ant 
Sex

18.54 1.82 313 18.61 1.64 96

No 18.65 1.69 204 .154 18.70 1.61 27 .741
Yes 18.34 2.02 109 18.58 1.66 69

Total 18.54 1.82 313 18.61 1.64 96
Note: Significance tests evaluate the difference between dependent and independent variables separately 

for males and for females. Tests were carried out with t-test for continuous variables.
* Significant at the level p<.05 
** Significant at the level p<.01

5.4.6 Communication with Parents on when Starting Sex and ‘Age at 
First Sex’

T ab le  5 .3 6  sh o w s th e  d is tr ib u tio n  o f  F re q u e n c ie s , M ean  an d  S D  o n  th e  tim in g  o f  sex u a l 
d e b u t b a se d  on  c o m m u n ic a tio n  ab o u t w h e n  to  s ta r t h a v in g  se x  w ith  m o th e rs  an d  fa th e rs  
sep ara te ly .

D isc u ss io n  ab o u t w h e n  s ta r t-h a v in g  sex  w ith  m o th e rs  an d  fa th e rs  w as n o t s ig n if ic a n tly  
re la ted  to  th e  ag e  o f  firs t sex u a l in te rc o u rse  fo r m a le s  an d  fem a le s . It is in te re s tin g ly  to 
n o te  th a t p a ren ts  g e n e ra lly  d id  n o t ta lk  w h en  to  s ta r t h a v in g  sex  w ith  th e ir  ad u lt ch ild ren , 
e ith e r fo r b o y s  o r  g irls.
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S im ila r  f in d in g s  fro m  th e  fo cu s g ro u p  d isc u ss io n s  a lso  p o in te d  o u t th a t y o u th  d id  n o t 
ta lk  w ith  th e ir  p a re n ts  ab o u t w h e n  to  s ta rt h a v in g  sex . F o r  b o y s , th e  p a re n ts  ju s t  
re m in d e d  th e m  in d ire c tly  th a t th ey  sh o u ld  n o t s ta rt h a v in g  sex  b e fo re  h a v in g  a  jo b .

“ . . . M o s t l y  p a r e n t s  m e n t i o n  t h a t  b o y s  s h o u l d  s t a r t  w o r k i n g  f i r s t  b e f o r e  h a v i n g  

s e x .  P a r e n t s  d o  n o t  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e i r  c h i l d  i s  s e x u a l  a c t i v e ,  s o  t h e y  d o  n o t  m e n t i o n  

a b o u t  s e x  a n d  a v o i d  d e t a i l e d  d i s c u s s i o n .  I t  m i g h t  b e  b e c a u s e  p a r e n t s  t h i n k  t h a t  

y o u t h  a g e d  2 5 - 2 8  y e a r s  s h o u l d  t h i n k  a b o u t  m a r r i a g e .  ”  ( V e r b a t i m :  S i k h o t t a b o n g  

M - 4 )

O v era ll, th e re  w a s  n o  a sso c ia tio n  b e tw e e n  m o th e r ’s an d  fa th e r’s d isc u ss io n  w ith  so n s 
and  d a u g h te rs  ab o u t w h e n  to  s ta rt h av in g .

Table 5.36: D is tr ib u tio n  o f  F re q u e n c ie s , M e a n  an d  S tan d a rd  D e v ia tio n  o n  A g e  o f  F irs t 
S ex  b y  S e le c te d  T o p ic s  o f  S ex u a l C o m m u n ic a tio n  an d  b y  G e n d e r

Variables_________________________ Age at First Sex_________
M ale Fem ale

C om m unication about 
W hen to S tart having 
Sex

M ean SD No p-value M ean SD N o p-value

Talked about W hen to 
Start having Sex with 
M other 

N ever 18.50 1.80 218 .706 18.48 1.38 52 .485
Ever 18.58 1.93 83 18.73 1.96 40

Total 18.52 1.83 301 18.59 1.65 92
Talked about W hen to 
Start having Sex with 
Father 

N ever 18.56 1.83 205 .633 18.59 1.69 71 .431
Ever 18.69 1.68 55 18.13 1.25 8

Total 18.59 1.78 260 18.54 1.65 79
Note: Significance tests evaluate the difference between dependent and independent variables for males 

and for females. Tests were carried out with t-test for continuous variables.
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5.4.7 Parent-Respondent Factors Influencing ‘Age at First Sex’ among 
Sexually Active Respondents

T a b le  5 .3 7  sh o w s a n o n -s ig n if ic a n t a sso c ia tio n  b e tw e e n  m o th e r, fa th e r  an d  p a ren t- 
re sp o n d e n t c o n n e c te d n e ss  and  ‘A g e  a t F irs t S e x ’ in  b o y s  an d  g irls . E v e n  th o u g h  th e se  
fac to rs  w e re  c o rre la te d  w ith  b e in g  se x u a lly  ac tiv e , p a re n t-  re sp o n d e n t in te rac tio n  
v a riab le s , e sp e c ia lly  m o th e r, fa th e r an d  p a re n t-  re sp o n d e n t c o n n e c te d n e ss  w e re  m o re  
re la ted  to  b e in g  se x u a lly  ac tiv e  th a n  to  ag e  a t f irs t sex .

A m o n g  th e  p a re n t-  re sp o n d e n t in te ra c tio n  fac to r, o n ly  m o th e r-  re sp o n d e n t 
c o m m u n ic a tio n s  o n  sex u a l m a tte rs  w as  n e g a tiv e ly  a sso c ia te d  w ith  th e  a g e  o f  f irs t sex  in  
b o y s . M a le  re sp o n d e n ts  w h o  h a d  d isc u sse d  a  n u m b e r to p ic  o f  sex u a l m a tte rs  w ith  
m o th e rs  w e re  m o re  s ig n if ic a n tly  lik e ly  to  in itia te  th e ir  firs t sex u a l in te rc o u rse  at a  la te r  
ag e  c o m p a re d  to  th o se  re sp o n d e n ts  w h o  h ad  le ss  d isc u ss io n  o n  sex u a l m a tte rs  w ith  th e ir  
m o th e rs  (p -v a lu e  .005 ). H o w e v e r, th e re  w a s  n o  s ta tis tic a lly  s ig n if ic a n t d if fe re n c e  fo r 
fem ales  (p -v a lu e  .626).

S im ila r  fin d in g s  w e re  fo u n d  fo r th e  p a re n t-  re sp o n d e n t c o m m u n ic a tio n  a n d  ag e  a t first 
sex  fo r m a le s . M a le  re sp o n d e n ts , w h o  re p o rte d  h ig h -le v e l c o m m u n ic a tio n  w ith  p a ren ts  
ab o u t s e x u a l-b a se d  to p ic s , w e re  m o re  lik e ly  to  s ta rt th e ir  sex u a l d e b u t a t  a  la te r  ag e  
c o m p a re d  to  th o se  m a le  re sp o n d e n ts  w ith  less c o m m u n ic a tio n  ab o u t sex u a l issu e s  w ith  
p a ren ts . T h e re  w as a  s ta tic a lly  s ig n if ic a n t d iffe re n ce  o n ly  fo r  m a le s , b u t n o t fo r  fem ales. 
It is p ro b a b le  th a t m a le  re sp o n d e n ts  fe lt m o re  c o m fo rta b le  an d  e a sy  to  ta lk  a b o u t sex u a l 
m a tte rs  w ith  p a ren ts ; w h ile  g irls  w e re  shyer.

A s a lm o s t a ll fem a le  p a r tic ip a n ts  in  th e  focus g ro u p  d isc u ss io n  m e n tio n e d  th a t th e y  fe lt 
sh y  a n d  u n c o m fo rta b le  to  d iscu ss  sex u a l to p ic s  w ith  p a ren ts . I f  g irls  a sk ed  a b o u t sex u a l 
issu e s , th e y  w e re  a fra id  th a t p a re n ts  m a y  th in k  th a t th e y  a re  se x u a lly  a c tiv e  o r  b ad  g irls  
an d  p a re n ts  w ill be  a n g ry  w ith  th em . T h e re  a re  d o u b le  s tan d a rd s  fo r g ir ls  an d  boys, 
w h ic h  s tro n g ly  p e rs is t in  th e  L ao  cu ltu re . A s fem a le  re sp o n d e n ts  d isc u sse d  in  th e  F G D s:
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“F e m a l e  y o u t h  f e e l  s h y  a n d  e m b a r r a s s m e n t  w h e n  d i s c u s s i n g  a b o u t  s e x u a l i t y  

w i t h  p a r e n t s .  T h e y  d o  n o t  d a r e  t o  e x p r e s s  a n d  f e e l  c o n f i d e n t .  I f  t h e y  t a l k e d  a n d  

a s k e d  p a r e n t s  a b o u t  t h i s  i s s u e ,  t h e y  a r e  a f r a i d  t h a t  p a r e n t s  m a y  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e y  

a r e  s e x u a l l y  e x p e r i e n c e d  a n d  p a r e n t s  w i l l  c o n d e m n  t h e m  a n d  t h e y  w i l l  c o n s i d e r  

t h e m  a s  w r o n g .  ” ( V e r b a t i m :  C h a n t h a b u r y  F - 7 )

T h e  d a ta  fro m  fo cu s  g ro u p  d isc u ss io n s  a lso  d e m o n s tra te d  th a t p a re n ts  s ta r te d  d iscu ss io n  
ab o u t sex  w ith  th e ir  y o u th  at e a r ly  ag e  - 1 5 - 1 6  fo r  g irls  c o m p a re d  to  17-18 y ea rs  o ld  fo r 
b o y s . S o  p a re n ts  m ig h t d isc o u ra g e  th e ir  a d u lt c h ild re n  to  h a v e  sex  at a n  ea rly  ag e  b y  
e m p h a s iz in g  on  th e  n e g a tiv e  co n se q u e n c e s  o f  h a v in g  sex . T h e  re a so n  o f  s ta rtin g  
d isc u ss io n  o n  se x u a lity  a t th is  ag e  w a s  e x p la in e d  as fo llo w in g :

“ T h e  a g e  f o r  g i r l s  s t a r t i n g  d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  p a r e n t s  a b o u t  s e x u a l  i s s u e s  w a s  1 5  

y e a r s  b e c a u s e  a t  t h i s  a g e  g i r l s  a r e  m o r e  l i k e l y  t o  g o  o u t  a n d  g i r l s  a r e  g r o w i n g  

u p  m o r e  q u i c k l y  t h a n  b o y s .  ” ( V e r b a t i m : S i k h o t t a b o n g  F - 6 )

“ T h e  a g e  f o r  b o y s  s t a r t i n g  d i s c u s s i o n  a b o u t  s e x  w a s  1 7 - 1 8  y e a r s ,  b e c a u s e  a t  

t h i s  a g e  m a l e  y o u t h  s t a r t s  g o i n g  o u t  a t  n i g h t  t i m e  t o  m e e t  a n d  s o c i a l i z e  w i t h  

t h e i r  f r i e n d s .  ” ( V e r b a t i m :  S a y s e t h a  M - 3 )

O th e r  fac to rs  o f  p a re n t-  re sp o n d e n t in te ra c tio n  w e re  n o t a sso c ia te d  w ith  th e  ag e  o f  first 
sex u a l in te rco u rse . O u r fin d in g s  fa iled  to  su p p o rt th e  n o tio n  th a t p e rc e iv e d  p a re n ta l 
e x p e c ta tio n  a re  s ig n if ic a n tly  re la te d  to  d e la y  sex u a l d eb u t. W e  h y p o th e s iz e d  th a t 
re sp o n d e n ts  w h o  p e rc e iv e d  h ig h  p a re n ta l e x p e c ta tio n  re g a rd in g  sex  w e re  m o re  lik e ly  to  
in itia te  th e ir  sex u a l d e b u t at la te r ag e , c o m p a re d  to  re sp o n d e n ts  w ith  p e rc e iv e d  low  
p a ren ta l ex p e c ta tio n  re g a rd in g  sex . It m ig h t b e  th a t p a re n ts  d id  n o t m e n tio n  th a t th ey  
a p p ro v e d  th em  to  h av e  sex  at w h a t age. M a le  re sp o n d e n ts  p e rc e iv e d  th a t p a re n ts  w o u ld  
b e  m o re  lik e ly  to  a c c e p t m a le ’ร p re m a rita l s e x u a l b e h av io rs  th a n  d id  fem ales.

M a le  p a r tic ip a n ts  fro m  th e  fo cu s g ro u p  d isc u ss io n  a lso  s ta ted  th a t d isc u ss io n  ab o u t sex 
w as n o t ex te n d in g  to  th e  ag e  th a t y o u th  sh o u ld  h av e  sex . P a ren t ju s t  a p p ro v e d  m ale  
re sp o n d e n ts  h a v in g  sex  w h en  th e y  e a rn  e n o u g h  in co m e  an d  h av e  th e ir  jo b . A s 
re sp o n d e n ts  in th e  F G D s s ta ted :



171

“M o s t l y  p a r e n t s  e m p h a s i z e  o n  d e l i n q u e n t  b e h a v i o r s  s u c h  a s  d r u g  u s e  a n d  b a d  

f r i e n d s .  T h e y  d i d  n o t  m e n t i o n  a b o u t  s e x u a l  t o p i c s ,  i n c l u d i n g  w h a t  a g e  m a l e  

y o u t h  s h o u l d  h a v e  s e x .  ” ( V e r b a t i m :  C h a n t h a b u r y  M - 2 )

“P a r e n t s  j u s t  e m p h a s i z e  w h e n  t o  h a v e  s e x ,  f o r  e x a m p l e  n o t  w h e n  s t u d y i n g ,  a n d  

o n l y  w h e n  y o u  h a v e  j o b  a n d  m a r r y .  ’’( V e r b a t i m :  S i s a t t a n a k  M - 5 )

T a b le  5 .3 7 : P e a rso n  C o rre la tio n  C o e ff ic ie n ts  fo r R e la tio n sh ip  b e tw e e n  P a ren t-
R e sp o n d e n ts  In te ra c tio n  an d  A ge 
R e sp o n d e n ts

a t F irs t S ex o f  M a le an d  F em ale

Variables Age at First Sexual Intercourse
Parent-youth Interaction M ale 

r  p- value
Fem ale 

r p-value Total
M other-respondent C onnectedness -.015 .790 .167 .111 .027 (393)

(301) (92) [p -593]
Father- respondent Connectedness -.032 .605 .047 .680 -.008 (339)

(260) (79) [p=.884]
Parent- respondent C onnectedness -.019 .762 .123 .285 .019 (325)

(249) (76) [p=.732]
M o th e r-  respondent G en era l .027 .646 .058 .583 .032 (393)
C o m m u n ic a tio n (301) (92) [p=.531]
F a th e r-  respondent G en era l -.075 .226 .633 .762 -.046 (339)
C o m m u n ic a tio n (260) (79) [p -394]
P a re n t-  respondent G en era l -.034 .394 .045 .699 -.029 (325)
C o m m u n ic a tio n (249) (76) [p=.604]
M o th e r-  respondent S ex u a l -.162** .005 .052 .626 -.116* (393)
C o m m u n ic a tio n (301) (92) [p=.022]
F a th e r-  respondent S ex u a l -.116 .061 -.011 .923 -.097 (339)
C o m m u n ic a tio n (260) (79) [p=.073]
P a re n t-  respondent S ex u a l -.157** .013 .064 .584 -.118* (325)
C o m m u n ic a tio n (249) (76) [p=.034]
M other’s Expectation on Sex .047 .415 .053 .619 .050 (393)

(301) (92) [p= 321]
F ather’s Expectation on Sex .013 .831 .021 .853 .011 (339)

(260) (79) [p= 836]
P aren t’s Expectation on Sex .042 .512 .012 .919 .031 (325)

(249) (76) [p=.580]
Note: Significance tests evaluate the linear association between variables separately for males and for

females. Tests were carried out with Pearson Correlation Coefficient for continuous variables. 
* Correlation is significant at the p<0.05 level.
** Correlation is significant at the p<0.01 level.
(ท)- In the parenthesis it is the number of cases of each category.
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5.4.8 Summary
T h e  fin d in g s  re v e a le d  so m e  im p o rta n t fea tu res . W ith  re sp e c t to  th e  so c io -d e m o g ra p h ic  
c h a ra c te r is tic s , fo r  fem a le s , lo w  lev e l o f  e d u c a tio n  w as re la te d  to  e a r ly  a g e  a t f irs t sex ; 
w h e re a s  fo r  m a le , c u rre n t w o rk  s ta tu s  an d  su ff ic ie n t in c o m e  w e re  e m e rg e d  as 
s ta tis tic a lly  s ig n if ic a n t re la te d  to  ag e  at f irs t sex .

T h e  s tu d y  su g g e s te d  th a t fem a le  y o u th ’s b o y frie n d s , w h o  e n c o u ra g e d  th e m  to  h a v e  sex , 
w e re  m o re  lik e ly  to  in itia te  s e x u a l d e b u t at an  e a rly  ag e  c o m p a re d  to  th o se  g irls  w h o  
d id  n o t h a v e  b o y fr ie n d s  e n c o u ra g in g  th e m  to  h a v e  sex .

A m o n g  th e  p a re n t- re s p o n d e n t in te ra c tio n  fac to rs , th e re  w as  o n ly  m o th e r  a n d  p a ren t-  
y o u th  c o m m u n ic a tio n s  o n  se x u a l m a tte rs  th a t w e re  n e g a tiv e ly  a sso c ia te d  w ith  th e  age 
o f  firs t sex u a l in te rc o u rse  in  b o y s . O th e r  fa c to rs  o f  p a re n t-y o u th  in te ra c tio n  w e re  n o t 
a sso c ia te d  w ith  th e  ag e  o f  f irs t sex u a l in te rc o u rse  fo r b o th  sex es. F in d in g s  fa iled  to  
su p p o rt th e  n o tio n  th a t p e rc e iv e d  p a re n ta l ex p e c ta tio n  a re  s ig n if ic a n tly  re la te d  to  d e la y  
firs t sex u a l d eb u t.

O v e ra ll, fe w e r s ig n if ic a n t p re d ic to rs  w e re  fo u n d  fo r ag e  a t f irs t se x u a l in te rc o u rse  d u e  
to  th e  c o m p le x ity  o f  th is  n a tu re  an d  p r im a rily  in v o lv e d  p e e r  in flu e n c e s . T h is  s tu d y  
su g g e s te d  th a t a m o n g  fa m ily  s tru c tu ra l an d  p ro c e ss  v a riab le s , th e  s tro n g  p ro te c tiv e  
fac to rs  w e re  fa m ily -p ro c e ss  v a r ia b le s  th a t a ffe c ted  th e  ‘ ’A g e  a t F irs t S ex u a l 
In te rc o u rse ’.

5.5 Condom Use at the Last Sexual Intercourse
S ec tio n  5.5 p re se n ts  th e  b i-v a r ia te  a n a ly s is  o f  th e  p ro te c tiv e  fac to r o f  ‘C o n d o m  U se  at 
th e  L as t S ex u a l In te rc o u rse ’ d u rin g  th e  la s t s ix  m o n th s  s tra tif ie d  b y  g en d e r. It in c lu d es  
so c io -e c o n o m ic , in tim a te  re la tio n s , p e e r  in flu en ce , an d  p a re n ta l-y o u th  in te ra c tio n  as 
p re d ic to rs  o f  c o n d o m  use . O n ly  se x u a lly  a c tiv e  re sp o n d e n ts  w e re  in c lu d e d  in  th e  
analysis .
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5.5.1 Socio-demographic Characteristic Influencing ‘Condom Use’ among 
Sexually Experienced Respondents

F if ty  f iv e  p e rc e n t o f  b o y s  an d  f if ty  p e rc e n t o f  g irls  w h o  w e re  sex u a l ex p e rie n c ed  
re p o rte d  h a v in g  u se d  a  c o n d o m  a t th e  tim e  o f  la s t s e x u a l in te rc o u rse  (d a ta  a re  n o t 
sh o w n . T a b le  5 .38  sh o w s  th a t o n ly  liv in g  a rra n g e m e n t o f  fem a le  re sp o n d e n ts  co rre la te s  
o f  b e in g  se x u a lly  a c tiv e  e m e rg e d  as s ig n if ic a n t w ith  re g a rd  to  c o n d o m  u se  at th e  last 
se x u a l in te rco u rse . F e m a le  y o u th  w h o  liv ed  w ith  th e ir  fa m ily  w e re  o n ly  3 8 .5  p e rc e n t as 
lik e ly  to  h a v e  u se d  c o n d o m  d u rin g  th e  last tim e  o f  sex u a l in te rc o u rse , w h ic h  w a s  less 
th an  g ir ls  w h o  liv ed  w ith  re la tiv e s  (75  p ercen t).

O v e ra ll, w ith  re g a rd  to  th e  so c io -d e m o g ra p h ic  b a c k g ro u n d  o f  re sp o n d e n ts , th e re  w as 
o n ly  an  a sso c ia tio n  b e tw e e n  liv in g  a rra n g e m en t an d  re p o rte d  c o n d o m  u se  a t th e ir  la s t 
sex u a l in te rc o u rse  d u rin g  th e  la s t s ix  m o n th s  p re c e d in g  th e  in te rv ie w  fo r fem ales.

Table 5.38: D is tr ib u tio n  o f  F re q u e n c ie s  an d  P ro p o rtio n s  o n  ‘C o n d o m  U se  at L ast
S e x u a l In te rc o u rse ’ b y  S o c io -D e m o g ra p h ic  C h a ra c te ris tic s  a n d  b y  G e n d e r

Variables
D em ographic 
C haracteristics (there are 
no paren t data here!)

M ale
Percent N um ber

Condom Use
Fem ale

p-value Percent N um ber p-value

Age
18-20 54.7 29 .738 65.4 17 .254
21-24 57.5 61 45.8 11

Total 56.6 90 56.0 28
A ttending School

Yes 52.1 37 .337 59.5 25 .277
No 60.2 53 37.5 3

Total 56.6 90 56.0 28
R e sp o n d e n t’s E d u c a tio n

Low  & m iddle 53.5 68 .162 55.3 26 1.000
High 68.8 22 66.7 2

Total 56.8 90 43.4 28
W orking Status

Yes 57.1 40 1.000 62.9 22 .214
No 56.2 50 40.0 6

Total 56.6 90 56.0 28
S u ffic ie n t In co m e

Yes 59.5 69 .280 60.7 17 .568
No 48.6 21 50.0 11

Total 56.6 90 56.0 28
Living Place:

Fam ily 52.3 57 .123 38.5 10 .012*
R elatives/others 66.0 33 75.0 18

Total 56.6 90 56.0 28
Note: Significance tests evaluate the difference between dependent and independent variables for males

and for females. Tests were carried out with chi-square for categorical variables. 
*- Significant at the level p<05
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5.5.2 Parent’s Socio-demographic Characteristics Influencing ‘Condom 
Use’ among Sexually Experienced Respondents

T ab le  5 .3 9  p re se n ts  th e  d is tr ib u tio n  o f  fre q u e n c ies  an d  p ro p o r tio n s  o n  ‘C o n d o m  U se  at 
T h e ir  L as t S e x u a l In te rc o u rse ’ d u rin g  th e  la s t s ix  m o n th s  b y  P a re n t’s B ack g ro u n d . 
T h ere  w as o n ly  m o th e r ’s e d u c a tio n  o f  m a le  re sp o n d e n ts  w a s  s ig n if ic a n tly  a sso c ia ted  
w ith  c o n d o m  u se  a t th e  la s t s e x u a l in te rco u rse . T h is  su g g e s te d  th a t m a le  re sp o n d e n ts  
w h o se  m o th e rs  h a d  h ig h  lev e l o f  ed u c a tio n  w e re  m o re  l ik e ly  to  u se  c o n d o m  (6 6 .7  
p e rc e n t v e rsu s  5 0 .0  p e rc e n t, p -v a lu e  .047).

Table 5.39: D is tr ib u tio n  o f  f re q u e n c ie s  an d  P ro p o rtio n s  o f  P a re n t’s S o c io -E c o n o m ic  
F a c to rs  In f lu e n c in g  ‘C o n d o m  U s e ’ a m o n g  S e x u a lly  E x p e rie n c ed  
R e sp o n d e n ts

Variables Condom Use
Socio-dem ographic M ale Fem ale
characteristic Percent N um ber p-value Percent N um ber p-value
P aren t’s M arital Status

M arried/living together 56.1 69 .850 62.2 23 .197
Others 58.3 21 38.5 5

T o ta l 56.6 90 56.0 28
M other’s Education

Prim ary or less 50.0 47 .047* 55.6 20 1.000
H igh schoo l/vocational/ 66.7 40 60.0 6

post-high school
Total 56.5 87 56.5 26
F ather’s Education

Prim ary/less 54.8 23 .853 68.8 11 .506
High school/V ocational/ 56.7 51 54.5 12
post-high school

Total 56.1 74 60.5 23
M other’s W orking Status:

Yes 55.7 49 1.000 57.1 20 1.000
No 56.7 38 53.8 7

Total 56.1 87 56.3 27
Living w ith Father

Yes 52.7 49 .344 54.2 13 .318
No 62.5 25 75.0 12

Total 55.6 74 62.3 25
Living w ith M other

Yes 54.1 60 .474 46.4 13 .144
No 61.4 27 70.0 14

Total 56.1 87 56.3 27
Fam ily size

1-4 53.8 14 .465 40.0 2 .749
5-9 55.2 64 57.9 22
>=10 70.6 12 57.1 4

Total 56.6 90 56.0 28
Note: Significance tests evaluate the difference between dependent and independent variables for males 

and for females. Tests were carried out with chi-square for categorical variables. The first p-value 
refers to relationship for males while the second p-value refers to females.



175

5.5.3 Intimate Relationships and Condom Use
T a b le  5 .4 0  d isp la y s  th e  d is tr ib u tio n  o f  ‘C o n d o m  U se  a t L ast S e x u a l In te rc o u rse ’ d u rin g  
th e  la s t s ix  m o n th s  b y  in tim a te  re la tio n sh ip  an d  p a r tn e r ’s b e h a v io r . T h e re  w a s  no  
s ig n if ic a n t re la tio n sh ip  b e tw e e n  th e  in tim a te  re la tio n sh ip  an d  d if fe re n t s tag es  o f  sex u a l 
b e h a v io r  an d  c o n d o m  u se  a t th e  la s t sex u a l in te rco u rse .

A d d itio n a lly , f in d in g s  re v e a le d  th a t th e re  w as no  s ig n if ic a n t re la tio n sh ip  b e tw een  
c o n d o m  u se  an d  m u ltip le  sex u a l p a rtn e rs . It is p ro b a b le  th a t it is m o re  d iff ic u lt to  
re d u c e  h ig h -r isk  b e h a v io r  o f  y o u n g  p e o p le  th an  in  th e  a d u lt p o p u la tio n . A d d itio n a lly , 
th is  m ig h t b e  d u e  to  y o u th  w ith  m u ltip le  sex u a l p a rtn e rs  h a d  le ss  s tab le  re la tio n sh ip s , 
th u s  p e rc e iv e  le ss  n eed  to  u se  co n d o m s.

Table 5.40: D is tr ib u tio n  o f  F re q u e n c ie s  an d  P ro p o rtio n s  o n  C o n d o m  U se  b y  In tim a te  
R e la tio n sh ip  an d  b y  G e n d e r

Variables Condom Use at the Last Sexual Intercourse
Intim ate R elationship M ale Fem ale

and Percent N um ber p-value Percent N um ber p-value
P artner’s B ehavior

H aving boy/girl friend
No 63.0 17 .527 33.3 1 .576
Yes 55.3 73 57.4 27

Total 56.6 90 56.0 28
N um ber o f  steady 
boy/girl friends:

1 58.6 51 .356 60.5 26 .298
2 and more 48.9 22 25.0 1

T otal
N um ber o f  sexual

55.3 73 57.4 27

partners during the last 
six m oths Single 59.3 16 .174 40.7 11 .397

2-3 64.5 40 35.5 22
> 4 48.6 34 51.4 36

Total
D ating

58.6 90 43.4 69

No 58.3 14 1.000 33.3 1 .576
Yes 56.3 76 57.4 27

Total
Petting upper part

56.6 90 56.0 28

No 68.8 11 .426 100.0 1 1.000
Yes 55.2 79 55.1 27

Total
Petting low er part

56.6 80 56.0 28

No 66.7 22 .238 33.3 2 .385
Yes 54.0 68 59.1 26

T otal 56.6 90 56.0 28
Note: Significance tests evaluate the difference between dependent and independent variables for males

and for females. Tests were carried out with chi-square for categorical variables.
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5.5.4 Partner’s Behavior and ‘Condom Use’
T ab le  5.41 sh o w s  th e  d is tr ib u tio n  o f  f req u en c ies  an d  p ro p o rtio n s  o n  ‘C o n d o m  U se  at 
th e  L ast S e x u a l In te rc o u rse ’ b y  ‘P a r tn e r ’s B e h a v io r’. T h e  re sp o n d e n ts , ir re sp e c tiv e  o f  
g en d e r, re p o rtin g  th a t th e ir  p a r tn e rs  sm o k e  to b a c c o  an d  go  o u t d u rin g  n ig h ttim e  w ere  
n o t s ig n if ic a n tly  re la te d  to  c o n d o m  u se  at th e  la s t sex u a l in te rco u rse . T h is  su g g es ted  
th a t th e  p a r tn e r ’s b e h a v io r  w a s  n o t re la te d  w ith  c o n d o m  use . T h is  m ig h t b e  d u e  to  
sp ec ific  fa c to rs  o f  c o n d o m  use.

Table 5.41: D is tr ib u tio n  o f  F re q u e n c ie s  an d  P ro p o rtio n s  o n  C o n d o m  U se  b y  P a r tn e r ’s 
B e h a v io r  an d  b y  G e n d e r

Variables Condom Use at the Last Sexual Intercourse
Intim ate relationship and M ale Fem ale

p artner’s behavior______ Percent N um ber p-value Percent N um ber p-value
B oy/girlfriend smoke:

No 56.1 69 .512 56.0 14 1.00
Yes 44.4 4 59.1 13

Total
Boy/girl friends go out 
during night tim e

55.3 73 57.4 27

No 63.5 35 .212 28.6 2 .124
Yes 51.9 28 69.2 18
N ot sure 43.5 10 50.0 7

Total 55.3 73 57.4 27
Note: Significance tests evaluate the difference between dependent and independent variables for males

and for females. Tests were carried out with chi-square for categorical variables 
- Boy/girl friends drink and use drugs were not included in the analysis due to small sample.

5.5.5 Peer Influence on ‘Condom Use’ among Sexually Active 
Respondents

P eers  m a y  a lso  in flu e n c e  d e c is io n s  c o n c e rn in g  c o n d o m  use , w h ic h  h a v e  b e e n  fo u n d  to  
b e  an  im p o rta n t fac to r to  p ro te c t a g a in s t u n sa fe  sex . T a b le  5 .42  d isp la y s  th e  freq u en c ies  
an d  p e rc e n ta g es  u s in g  ‘C o n d o m s at T h e  L ast S ex u a l In te rc o u rse ’ d u rin g  th e  last six  
m o n th s , p r io r  to  th e  in te rv iew , b y  ‘P e e r  In f lu e n c e ’ and  b y  ‘G e n d e r ’. A m o n g  the 
v a riab le s  tak en  in to  c o n s id e ra tio n , th e re  w as o n ly  an  a sso c ia tio n  b e tw e e n  in flu en ce  
from  p ee rs  to  h av e  re la tio n sh ip s  w ith  a  b o y /g ir lf r ie n d  an d  c o n d o m  u se  a m o n g  fem ale  
se x u a lly  a c tiv e  you th .

F o r o th e r item s, th e re  w as no  a sso c ia tio n  b e tw e e n  p e e r  in flu en ce  an d  c o n d o m  use 
d u rin g  last sex u a l in te rco u rse . F o r  in s tan ce , th e re  w as no  s ig n if ic a n t d iffe ren ce  in
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c o n d o m  u se  b e tw e e n  th o se  th a t w e re  en co u rag ed  an d  th o se  th a t w e re  n o t e n c o u ra g e d  b y  
p ee rs  to  h a v e  sex . S im ila r  re su lts  w e re  fo u n d  fo r o th e r  v a r ia b le s  th a t m e a su re d  th e  
in flu e n c e  o f  p e e rs  an d  in tim a te  p artn e rs .

In  g en e ra l, th is  s tu d y  fo u n d  th a t p e e r  in f lu e n c e  to  h a v e  a  re la tio n sh ip  w ith  an  in tim a te  
p a r tn e r  w as  p o s it iv e ly  a sso c ia te d  w ith  c o n d o m  u se  a t th e  la s t sex u a l in te rc o u rse  fo r 
fem ales , b u t n o t fo r m a les . It sh o u ld  b e  n o te d  th a t in  th is  s tu d y , p e e r  in flu en ce  on  
c o n d o m  u se  su c h  as p e rc e iv e d  p e e r  e x p e c ta tio n  o n  c o n d o m  u se , p e rc e p tio n s  o f  p ee r 
a ttitu d es  o n  c o n d o m  u se  a n d  c o m m u n ic a tio n  w ith  p e e rs  as p re d ic to rs  o f  c o n d o m  u se  
w e re  n o t sp e c if ic a lly  m easu red .

Table 5.42: D is tr ib u tio n  o f  F re q u e n c ie s  an d  P ro p o rtio n s  o f  ‘C o n d o m  U se  a t th e ir  L ast 
S e x u a l In te rc o u rse ’ d u rin g  th e  L ast S ix  M o n th s  b y  P e e r  In f lu e n c e  an d  b y  
G e n d e r

Variables Condom Use at the Last Sexual Intercourse
peer influence M ale Fem ale

Percent N um ber p-value Percent N um ber p-value
Peer influence to have 
boy/girl friend

No 51.3 20 .462 0 0 .002**
Yes 58.3 70 65.1 28

Total
Peer influence to go 
out w ith boy/girl 
friend

56.6 90 56.0 28

No 56.5 26 1.000 40.9 9 .086
Yes 56.6 64 67.9 19

Total
Peer encouraged to 
have sex

56.5 90 56.0 28

No 54.5 24 .858 44.8 13 .086
Yes 57.4 66 71.4 15

Total 56.6 90 56.0 28
Boy/girl Friend 
indicated they w anted
sex

No 58.7 54 .627 50.0 7 .753
Yes 53.7 36 58.3 21

Total 56.6 90 56.0 28
Note: Significance tests evaluate the difference between dependent and independent variables for males 

and for females. Tests were carried out with chi-square for categorical variables. The first p-value 
refers to relationship for males while the second p-value prefers to relationship for females.

** - S ig n ific an t a t th e  level p< .01
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5.5.6 Communication about Contraceptives and ‘Condom Use at Last 
Sexual Intercourse’

T a b le  5 .43  sh o w e d  th e  freq u en c ies  an d  p e rc e n ta g es  o n  ‘C o n d o m  U se  a t T h e  L ast 
S ex u a l In te rc o u rse ’ b y  ‘C o m m u n ic a tio n  ab o u t B irth  C o n tro l an d  C o n d o m s’ w ith  
m o th e rs  an d  fa th ers .

D isc u ss io n  ab o u t b ir th  co n tro l w ith  m o th e rs  and  fa th ers  w as  u n re la te d  to  c o n d o m  use  
fo r m a le s  a n d  fem ales . H o w ev e r, th e re  w as a  p o s itiv e  a sso c ia tio n  b e tw e e n  
c o m m u n ic a tio n  ab o u t c o n d o m  w ith  fa th e rs  an d  co n d o m  u se  a m o n g  se x u a lly  ac tiv e  
m a le s  (p -v a lu e  .0 3 0 ), b u t n o t fo r fem ales.

It is in te re s tin g ly  to  n o te  th a t p a re n ts  g e n e ra lly  d id  n o t ta lk  ab o u t b ir th  co n tro l and  
co n d o m s w ith  th e ir  a d u lt ch ild ren , e ith e r  b o y s  o r g irls. T h is  su g g es ts  th a t e ffo rts  sh o u ld  
b e  m a d e  to  p ro m o te  d isc u ss io n  b e tw e e n  p a re n ts  an d  y o u th  o n  b ir th  co n tro l an d  co n d o m  
u se  in  o rd e r  to  p ro v id e  k n o w le d g e  to  y o u th  to  he lp  th e m  p ro te c t th e m se lv e s  from  
u n sa fe  sex .

S im ila r  f in d in g s  fro m  th e  fo cu s  g ro u p  d isc u ss io n s  a lso  p o in te d  o u t th a t  y o u th  d id  n o t 
ta lk  w ith  th e ir  p a re n ts  a b o u t c o n d o m  u se  o r  b ir th  co n tro l. T h e  to p ic s  o f  p a re n t-m a le  
y o u th  c o m m u n ic a tio n  a re  frien d s , sex u a l re la tio n sh ip s  an d  d a tin g , d ru g  u se  an d  w h e n  to  
s ta rt h a v in g  sex . F o r  b o y s , th e  p a re n ts  re m in d e d  th em  in d ire c tly  th a t th e y  sh o u ld  n o t 
b r in g  a n y  p ro b le m s  to  th e  fam ily  an d  b e  c a re fu l w h en  th e y  go  o u t a t n ig h t o r  go  o u t 
p lay in g . T h e  b o y s  sh o u ld  h av e  so m e  w o rk  b e fo re  m arriag e , an d  n o t m a k e  an y  g irls  
p re g n a n t b e fo re  m arriag e .

“M y  p a r e n t  m o s t l y  e m p h a s i z e d  o n  d r u g  u s e  a n d  m e e t  w i t h  g o o d  f r i e n d s ,  n o t  

d e l i n q u e n t  o r  g a n g s t e r  f r i e n d s .  T h e y  d o  n o t  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e i r  s o n s  a r e  s e x u a l l y  

a c t i v e ,  s o  t h e y  d o  n o t  t a l k  a b o u t  s e x u a l i t y  r e l a t e d  t o p i c s .  ”  ( V e r b a t i m :  

S i k k h o t t a b o n g  M - 2 )
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F o r  d a u g h te rs , m o th e rs  w ill e m p h a s iz e  b o y frien d s , d a tin g , an d  h y g ie n e  w h e n  th e y  h av e  
m en ses , m a rr ia g e  an d  w h e n  s ta rt h a v in g  sex . F o r ex a m p le  o n e  g irl sa id  th a t h e r  p a ren ts  
ad v ised  her:

“ W h e n  l a m  g o i n g  o u t  w i t h  m y  b o y f r i e n d ,  m y  p a r e n t s  t o l d  m e  t o  b e  c a r e f u l  w i t h  

b o y f r i e n d s .  T h e y  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  b o y s  w i l l  p u t  s o m e  s l e e p i n g  p i l l s  i n  y o u r  g l a s s  

w h e n  y o u  d r i n k ,  a n d  t h e n  t h e y  w i l l  h a v e  s e x  w i t h  y o u .  ” ( V e r b a t i m :  C h a n t h a b u r y  

F - l )

It is in te re s tin g ly  to  n o te  th a t p a re n ts  g e n e ra lly  d id  n o t ta lk  ab o u t b ir th  co n tro l and  
co n d o m s w ith  th e ir  a d u lt ch ild ren , e ith e r bo y s o r  g irls.

O v e ra ll, th e re  w a s  o n ly  a  s ig n ific a n t a sso c ia tio n  b e tw e e n  fa th e r ’s d isc u s s io n  w ith  sons 
a b o u t c o n d o m  an d  c o n d o m  use, b u t n o t fo r fem ales.
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Table 5.43: D is tr ib u tio n  o f  F re q u e n c ie s  and  P ro p o rtio n s  o n  ‘C o n d o m  U se  a t th e ir  L ast 
S ex u a l In te rc o u rse ’ d u rin g  th e  L as t S ix  M o n th s  b y  S e le c te d  T o p ics  o f
S ex u a l C o m m u n ic a tio n  and  b y  G en d e r

Variables Condom Use at the Last Sex
C om m unication about M ale Fem ale

contraceptives and Percent N um ber p-value Percent N um ber p-value
condom s

Talked about condom  with 
m other

N ever 52.8 57 .222 56.7 17 1.000
Ever 63.8 30 55.6 10

Total
Talked about b irth  control 
w ith m other

56.1 87 56.3 27

N ever 55.6 70 .837 63.3 21 .209
Ever 58.6 17 40.0 6

Total
Talked about condom  w ith 
father

56.1 87 56.3 27

N ever 49.5 48 .030* 61.3 19 1.000
Ever 72.1 26 62.5 5

Total
Talked about b irth  control 
w ith father

55.6 74 61.5 24

N ever 54.2 64 .419 57.6 19 .376
Ever 66.7 10 20.8 5

Total 50.0 74 61.5 24
Note: Significance tests evaluate the difference between dependent and independent variables for males

and for females. Tests were carried out with chi-square for categorical variables. 
* - Significant at the level p<.05

5.5.7 Parent-Respondent Interaction Factors Influencing ‘Condom Use’ 
among Sexually Active

T a b le  5 .4 4  d isp lay s  th e  d is tr ib u tio n  o f  freq u en c ies  and  p e rc e n ta g e s  o n  c o n d o m  use  at 
la st sex u a l in te rc o u rse  b y  p a re n ta l-re sp o n d en t in te rac tio n . N o n e  o f  th e  p a re n ta l-y o u th  
in te ra c tio n  v a ria b le s  e m e rg e d  as s ta tis tic a lly  s ig n ific an t. P a re n t-  re sp o n d e n t 
c o n n e c te d n e ss  and  c lo se n e ss  w as n o t re la ted  to  co n d o m  u se  a m o n g  se x u a lly  ac tiv e  
youth .

F in d in g s  in d ica ted  th a t p a re n t-re sp o n d e n t c o m m u n ic a tio n  o n  g en e ra l issu es  and  on  
sex u a l m a tte rs  w ere  n o t s ig n if ic a n tly  re la ted  w ith  co n d o m  u se  a t la st sex u a l in te rco u rse . 
S im ila rly , a lm o st p a r tic ip a n ts  o f  F G D s m e n tio n e d  th a t p a re n ts  ju s t  c a u tio n e d  them
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ab o u t frien d s , an d  w h e n  to  s ta rt h a v in g  sex . P a ren ts  d id  n o t ta lk  w ith  th e m  ab o u t 
c o n tra c e p tiv e s  an d  co n d o m . A s o n e  p a r tic ip a n t in  th e  focus g ro u p  d isc u ss io n  sta ted :

“M y  p a r e n t  j u s t  a d v i s e d  m e  a b o u t  g o i n g  o u t  d u r i n g  n i g h t  t i m e  w h e n  I  w a s  1 8  

y e a r s  o l d .  I  c a n  g o  o u t  t o  t h e  n i g h - c l u b s  o r  t o  h a v e  g i r l f r i e n d s ,  b u t  n o t  o v e r  t h e  

l i m i t  t h a t  m y  p a r e n t  s e t  f o r  m e .  I f  t h e r e  a r e  s o m e  p r o b l e m s  o c c u r r i n g ,  i t  i s  

d i f f i c u l t  t o  s o l v e .  ”  ( V e r b a t i m :  S i s a t t a n a k  M - 2 )

F o r  fem a le s , p a re n ts  a lso  ju s t  re m in d e d  th em  n o t to  d o  w ro n g  a c c o rd in g  to  th e  cu ltu re . 
A s  o n e  fe m a le  in  th e  fo cu s  g ro u p  said :

“M y  m o t h e r  a d v i s e d  m e  n o t  t o  g o  o u t  d u r i n g  n i g h t .  I  s h o u l d  f o c u s  o n  s t u d y i n g .  

I f  I ’m  g o i n g  o u t  a t  t h e  n i g h t ,  m y  m o t h e r  a l r e a d y  t h i n k s  I  a m  a  b a d  g i r l .  ” 

( V e r b a t i m :  S a y s e t h a  F - 3 )

S tro n g ly  p e rc e iv e d  d isa p p ro v a l o f  p re m a rita l sex  w as n o t a s so c ia te d  w ith  c o n d o m  u se  
fo r b o th  m a le s  and  fem ales . H o w ev er, p e rc e iv e d  h ig h e r  ex p e c ta tio n  ab o u t re fra in in g  
fro m  sex  w a s  a  p ro te c tiv e  fac to r fo r sex u a l a c tiv ity  o f  y o u th . It is  p ro b a b le  th a t o n ce  
y o u th  en g a g e d  in  sex , p a re n ta l e x p la n a tio n s  ab o u t sex u a l b e h a v io r  d id  n o t ex te n d  to  
c o n d o m  use . M o s t p a re n ts  w h en  d isc u ss in g  issu es  o f  sex  w ith  c h ild re n  p ro b a b ly  
s tre sse d  th e  im p o rta n c e  o f  n o t h a v in g  sex , ra th e r  th an  c o n d o m  u se  d u rin g  sex . 
T h e re fo re  th e re  m ay  h av e  b e e n  no  ex p e c ta tio n s  c o m m u n ic a te d  ab o u t c o n d o m  use.

O v era ll, th is  s tu d y  d id  n o t find  an y  fac to rs  am o n g  se x u a lly  ac tiv e  re sp o n d e n ts  th a t w ere  
s ig n if ic a n tly  a sso c ia te d  w ith  c o n d o m  u se  fo r m a le  an d  fem ale  re sp o n d en ts .
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Table 5.44: D is tr ib u tio n  o f  F req u en c ie s  an d  P ro p o rtio n s  o n  P a re n ta l-R e sp o n d e n t 
In te ra c tio n  b y  ‘C o n d o m  U se  at L ast S ex u a l In te rc o u rse ’ an d  b y  G en d er. 

Variables Condom Use at the Last Sex
Parent-youth interaction M ale Fem ale

Percent N um ber p-value Percent N um ber p-value
M other- re sp o n d e n t 
connectedness

Low  connectedness 60.0 9 .792 54.5 6 1.000
H igh connectedness 56.1 78 56.8 21

Total
Father- re sp o n d e n t 
connectedness

54.5 87 56.3 27

Low  connectedness 47.6 10 .477 53.3 8 .505
H igh connectedness 57.1 64 66.7 16

Total 55.6 74 61.5 24
Parent- re sp o n d e n t 
connectedness

Low  connectedness 53.8 7 1.000 55.6 5 1.000
H igh connectedness 55.2 64 62.1 18

Total
M other- re sp o n d e n t general 
com m unication

55.0 71 60.5 23

Low  connectedness 47.2 25 .126 63.6 14 .393
H igh connectedness 60.8 62 50.0 13

Total
Father- re sp o n d e n t general 
com m unication

56.1 87 56.3 27

Low  connectedness 53.7 36 .728 53.3 16 .115
H igh connectedness 57.6 38 88.9 8

Total
Parent- re sp o n d e n t general 
com m unication

55.6 74 61.5 24

Low  connectedness 45.5 25 .074 54.5 12 .506
H igh connectedness 62.2 46 68.8 11

Total
M o th e r-  re sp o n d e n t 
sex u a l c o m m u n ic a tio n

55.0 71 60.5 23

Low  connectedness 43.1 82 .536 56.5 26 .111
H igh connectedness 54.5 5 50.0 1

Total
Father- re sp o n d e n ts  sexual 
com m unication

43.9 87 56.3 27

Low  connectedness 56.8 71 .465 60.5 23 1.000
High connectedness 37.5 3 100 1

Total 55.6 74 61.5 24
Parent- re sp o n d e n t sexual 
com m unication

Low connectedness 54.9 67 1.00 59.5 22 1.000
H igh connectedness 57.1 4 100 1

Total 55.0 71 60.5 23
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Table 5.44: (C o n t.)  D is tr ib u tio n  o f  F re q u e n c ie s  an d  P ro p o rtio n s  o n  P a ren ta l-  
R e sp o n d e n t In te ra c tio n  b y  ‘C o n d o m  U se  at L a s t S ex u a l In te rc o u rse ’ and  
b y  G en d er.

Variables Condom Use at the Last Sex
Parent-youth interaction M ale Fem ale

Percent N um ber p-value Percent N um ber p-value
M other expectation 
regarding to sex

Low  connectedness 
H igh connectedness 

Total
Father expectation regarding 
to sex

Low  connectedness 
H igh connectedness 

Total
Parent expectation regarding 
to sex

L ow  connectedness 
H igh connectedness 

Total

50.7 36 .256
60.7 51
56.1 87

49.2 30 .220

61.1 44
55.6 74

50.0 29 .374
59.2 42
55.0 71

64.3 9 .536
52.9 18
56.3 27

55.6 5 .711
63.3 19
61.5 24

55.6 5 1.000
62.1 18
60.5 23

Note: Significance tests evaluate the difference between dependent and independent variables for males 
and for females. Tests were carried out with Chi-square for categorical variables. The fust p- 
value refers to relationship for males while the second p-value prefers to relationship for females.

5.5.8 Summary
A s sh o w n  in  th e  b i-v a r ia te  an a ly s is , d e sc rib e d  ab o v e , sev e ra l fac to rs  w e re  s ig n if ic a n tly  
c o rre la ted  w ith  b e in g  se x u a lly  ac tiv e , b u t w e re  n o t s ig n if ic a n t in  re la tio n  to  c o n d o m  u se  
at th e  la s t sex u a l in te rco u rse . F o r  in s tan ce , a m o n g  th e  fa m ily  s tru c tu re  v a ria b le s , liv in g  
a rra n g e m en ts  w a s  n e g a tiv e ly  a sso c ia te d  w ith  c o n d o m  u se  a t la s t s e x u a l in te rc o u rse  fo r 
fem ales , w h ile  fo r m a le s ; h ig h  ed u ca tio n a l lev e l o f  m o th e rs  is m o re  l ik e ly  re la te d  to  
‘C o n d o m  U s e ’.

A m o n g  th e  in tim a te  re la tio n sh ip  an d  p a r tn e r ’s b e h a v io r  v a riab le s , n o  fac to rs  w e re  
c o rre la ted  w ith  c o n d o m  u se  at la s t sex u a l in te rco u rse . In  te rm s o f  p e e r  in f lu e n c e  and  
c o n d o m  use, p e e r  in flu e n c e s  to  h a v e  a  b o y /g ir lf r ie n d  w e re  p o s itiv e ly  a s so c ia te d  w ith  
‘C o n d o m  U se  a t L ast S ex u a l In te rc o u rse ’. O th e r  fac to rs  o f  p e e r  in f lu e n c e  w e re  n o t 
re la ted  to  c o n d o m  use. T h is  c o u ld  b e  e x p la in ed  d u e  to  th e  re la tiv e ly  sm a ll n u m b e r o f  
se x u a lly  e x p e rie n c ed  re sp o n d e n ts . T h e  s tu d y  a lso  fo u n d  th a t th e re  w as an  a sso c ia tio n  
b e tw een  fa th e r-so n  c o m m u n ic a tio n  ab o u t b ir th  co n tro l and  re p o rtin g  c o n d o m  use  a t the
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last s e x u a l in te rco u rse . O th e r  fac to rs  o f  p a re n t-re sp o n d e n t in te ra c tio n  w e re  n o t 
s ig n if ic a n tly  re la te d  to  c o n d o m  use.

T h e  a n a ly s is  su g g e s te d  th a t fa m ily  co n te x t ra th e r  th an  s tru c tu ra l fa c to rs  a re  o f  p r im a ry  
im p o rta n c e  w h e n  th e  ro le  o f  fa m ily  w a s  ta k e n  in to  acco u n t w ith  re g a rd s  to  c o n d o m  use. 
M o th e r-re sp o n d e n t c o m m u n ic a tio n  ab o u t b ir th  co n tro l, in c lu d in g  c o n d o m  u se  
in flu e n c e s  re s p o n d e n t’s c o n d o m  use. U n e x p e c te d ly , th e  s tu d y  fo u n d  th a t fam ily  
s tru c tu re  an d  p ro c e s s  v a r ia b le s  h a v e  little  in f lu e n c e  o n  c o n d o m  use . A d d itio n a l, w e  
fo u n d  v e ry  little  d iffe re n ce  in  th e  fac to rs  th a t a ffec t m a les  an d  fem ales  c o n d o m  use.

5.6 Number of Sexual Partners during the Last Six Months Preceding 
the Survey

T h is  se c tio n  p re se n ts  b i-v a r ia te  a n a ly se s  o f  fa c to rs  a sso c ia ted  w ith  h a v in g  ‘M u ltip le  
S ex u a l P a r tn e rs ’. T h e  fac to rs  e x p lo re d  a re  “ S o c io -d e m o g ra p h ic  C h a ra c te r is t ic s ’ o f  
re sp o n d e n ts , ‘P a re n t’s B a c k g ro u n d ’, ‘In tim a te  R e la tio n sh ip ’, ‘P a r tn e r ’s B e h a v io r ’, 
‘P e e r In f lu e n c e ’ an d  ‘P a re n t-re sp o n d e n t In te ra c tio n ’ n a m e ly  ‘P a re n t-re sp o n d e n t 
C o n n e c te d n e s s ’, ’P a re n t-re sp o n d e n t G en era l C o m m u n ic a tio n ’, ’P a re n t-re sp o n d e n t 
S ex u a l C o m m u n ic a tio n ’ an d  p e rc e iv e d  ‘P a ren ta l E x p e c ta tio n s ’ re g a rd in g  sex u a lity . 
O n ly  se x u a lly  a c tiv e  re sp o n d e n ts  d u rin g  th e  L as t S ix  M o n th s  p re c e d in g  th e  S u rv ey  
w e re  in c lu d e d  in  th e  ana lysis .

5.6.1 Socio-economic Characteristic of Respondents Influencing on 
‘Number of Sex Partners’

T ab le  5 .45  sh o w s  th a t ed u c a tio n a l a tta in m e n t o f  m a le  re sp o n d e n ts  w as  p o s itiv e ly  
a sso c ia te d  w ith  h a v in g  h a d  m u ltip le  o f  sex u a l p a rtn e rs , w h ile  o th e r  fa c to rs  w e re  n o t 
re la ted  to  h a v in g  h ad  m u ltip le  sex u a l p a rtn e rs . B o y s  w ith  lo w  level o f  e d u c a tio n  w e re  
less lik e ly  to  h a v e  m u ltip le  sex u a l p a rtn e rs  in  c o m p a riso n  w ith  th o se  re sp o n d e n ts  w h o  
h ad  h ig h  lev e l o f  ed u c a tio n  (m e a n  sco re  1.33 v e rsu s  2 .72 , p -v a lu e  < .0 5 ). T h is  su g g es ted  
tha t re sp o n d e n ts  w ith  lo w  level o f  e d u ca tio n  m ig h t h av e  less re so u rc e  to  a ffo rd  m u ltip le  
sex  p a rtn e rs . H o w e v e r, n o  fac to rs  w e re  re v e a le d  s ta tis tic a lly  s ig n if ic a n t fo r fem ale  
re sp o n d en ts .
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Table 5.45: Distribution of Frequencies, Mean and Standard Deviations on Multiple
Sexual Partners of Sexually Experienced Respondents by Selected
Demographic Characteristics and by Gender

Variables Multiple Sexual Partners
Socio-D em ographic M ale Fem ale

C haracteristics______ M ean SD______ N  p-value M ean SD______N  p-value
Age G roup

18-20 2.00 1.51 53 .732 1.12 .43 26 .619
21-24 2.09 1.69 106 1.21 .83 24

Total
A ttending School

2.06 1.63 159 1.16 .65 50

Yes 2.03 1.89 71 .810 1.19 .71 42 .453
No 2.09 1.39 88 1.0 .00 8

Total
R espondent’s
Education

2.06 1.63 159 1.16 .65 50

Low 1.33 0.49 12 .017* 1.13 .52 15 .881
M iddle 1.96 1 10 115 1.19 .74 32
High 2.72 2.88 32 1.00 .00 3

Total
W orking Status

2.06 1.63 159 1.16 .65 50

Yes 2.27 2.04 70 .153 1.09 .37 35 .221
No 1.90 1.21 89 1.33 1.05 15

Total
Living Place:

2.06 1.63 159 1.16 .65 50

Fam ily 2.13 1.77 109 .459 1.27 .87 26 .220
R elatives/others 1.93 1.26 50 1.04 .20 24

Total
S u ff ic ie n t In co m e

2.06 1.63 159 1.16 .65 50

Yes 2.02 1.31 116 .563 1.29 .85 28 .124
No 2.19 2.29 43 1.00 .00 22

Total 2.06 1.63 159 1.16 .65 50
Note: Significance tests evaluate the difference between dependent and independent variables separately 

for males and for females. Tests were carried out with independent t-test for two groups of 
different subjects on one variable and ANOVA for more than two sets of scores.

*- Significant at the level p<.05

5.6.2 Socio-demographic Characteristic of Parents and ‘Multiple Sex 
Partner’

T ab le  5 .46  p re sen ts  su m m a ry  d a ta  o f  so c io -d e m o g ra p h ic  c h a ra c te r is tic s  o f  p a re n ts  and  
th e  n u m b e r o f  sex u a l p a rtn e rs  o f  re sp o n d en ts . A s can  b e  o b se rv ed , th e re  w e re  no  
p a re n t’s ‘S o c io -d e m o g ra p h ic  C h a ra c te r is t ic s ’ fo u n d  to  be  s ig n if ic a n tly  a s so c ia te d  w ith  
m u ltip le  sex u a l p a rtn e rs  d u rin g  th e  last six  m o n th s  a m o n g  b o th  m a le  and  fem ale  
re sp o n d en ts .
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Variables Multiple Sex Partners
Socio-dem ographic M ale Fem ale

Table 5.46: Distribution of Frequencies, Mean and Standard Deviations on Sexual
Partners of Sexually Experienced Respondents by Selected Parent’s
Demographic Characteristics and by Gender

C haracteristics o f  their M ean SD N p value M ean ร อ N p value
Parents

P aren t’s m arital status
M arried/liv ing
together 2.03 1.36 123 .665 1.16 .73 37 .969
Others 2.17 2.35 36 1.15 .38 13

Total
M other’s E ducation

2.06 1.63 159 1.16 .65 50

Prim ary o r less 2.03 1.74 94 .852 1.19 .75 36 .725
H igh school 2.02 1.28 39 1.00 .00 5
V  ocational/post-high 
school

2.24 1.79 21 1.00 .00 5

Total
F ather’s Education

2.05 1.64 154 1.15 .67 46

Prim ary or less 1.95 1.31 42 .709 1.13 .50 16 .502
H igh school 1.90 1.23 39 1.33 1.15 12
V ocational/post high 
school

2.12 1 41 51 1.00 .00 10

Total
M other’s w orking

2.00 1.32 132 1.16 1.32 38

Yes 2.23 1.92 88 .157 1.17 .75 35 .660
N o 1.85 1.16 67 1.08 .28 13

Total
L iv in g  w ith  F a th e r

2.06 1.64 155 1.15 .65 48

Y es 2.04 1.34 93 .712 1.25 .90 24 .274
No 1.95 1.30 40 1.00 .00 16

Total
Living w ith M other

2.02 1.33 133 1.15 .70 40

Yes 2.20 1.84 111 .107 1.25 .84 28 .193
No 1.73 .90 44 1.00 .00 20

Total
Fam ily size

2.0 1.64 155 1.15 .65 48

1-4 1.85 1.32 26 .395 1.20 .45 5 .788
5-9 2.04 1.26 116 1.18 .73 38
>=10 2.53 3.34 17 1.00 .00 7

Total 2.06 1.63 159 1.16 .65 50
Note: Significance tests evaluate the difference between dependent and independent variables separately 

for males and for females. Tests were carried out with independent t-test for two groups of 
different subjects on one variable and ANOVA for more than two sets of scores.
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5.6.3 Intimate Relationship and ‘Multiple Sexual Partners’
T h e  in tim a te  b e h a v io r  o f  re sp o n d e n ts  an d  th e ir  p a r tn e r ’s b e h a v io r  m a y  h a v e  an  
in flu en ce  o n  h a v in g  h a d  m u ltip le  sex u a l p a rtn e rs . T ab le  5 .4 7  su m m a riz e s  th e  f in d in g s  
o n  se x u a l p a r tn e rs  o f  m a le  an d  fem ale  re sp o n d e n ts  b y  in tim a te  re la tio n sh ip  c o m p a re d  to  
re sp o n d e n ts  w ith o u t in tim a te  re la tio n sh ip s . S ig n ific a n t d iffe re n ce s  w e re  o b se rv e d  fo r 
re p o rtin g  h a v in g  a  n u m b e r  o f  frien d s  an d  p e ttin g  lo w e r p a r t o f  th e  b o d y . R esp o n d e n ts , 
ir re sp e c tiv e  o f  g e n d e r  w h o  h ad  a  n u m b e r o f  b o y /g ir l frien d s  w e re  m o re  l ik e ly  to  h av e  
m u ltip le  sex u a l p a r tn e rs  c o m p a re d  w ith  th o se  re sp o n d e n ts  w h o  h a d  fe w e r frien d s  (2 .0 4  
v e rsu s  1 .62; p -v a lu e  < .0 1 , d a ta  n o t sh o w n ). H o w ev e r, th e  d iffe re n c e  w a s  s ig n if ic a n t 
o n ly  fo r  m a le s , b u t  n o t fo r  fem a le s  (p -v a lu e  < .05  fo r m a le s  an d  p -v a lu e  .866  fo r fem ales  
re sp ec tiv e ly ).

W h en  lo o k in g  a t d iffe re n t s ta g e s  o f  sex u a l b e h a v io rs , th e re  w as a  s ig n if ic a n t d iffe re n ce  
b e tw e e n  re sp o n d e n ts  re p o rte d  h a v in g  e x p e rie n c e  o f  p e ttin g  th e  lo w e r p a r t o f  th e  b o d y  
an d  h a v in g  h a d  m u ltip le  sex u a l p a rtn e rs . M a le  re sp o n d e n ts  w h o  re p o r te d  p e ttin g  th e  
lo w e r p a r t o f  th e  b o d y  w e re  m o re  lik e ly  to  h a v e  m u ltip le  sex u a l p a r tn e rs  c o m p a re d  w ith  
th o se  w ith o u t p e tt in g  lo w e r p a r t  o f  th e  b o d y  (p -v a lu e  < -050).
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Variables Multiple Sex Partners
Intim ate re lationships M ale Fem ale

Table 5.47: Distribution of Frequencies, Mean and Standard Deviations on Sexual
Partners of Sexually Experienced Respondents by Selected Intimate
Relationship and Different Stages of Sexual Behavior and by Gender

& p artner’s behavior M ean SD N p- value M ean SD N p- value
H aving boy/girl 
friends

No 2.30 2.83 27 .416 1.00 .00 3 .665
Y es 2.02 1.27 132 1.17 .67 47

Total
N o o f  steady boy/girl 
friends

2.06 1.63 159 1.16 .65 50

1 1.84 1.27 87 .026* 1.16 .69 43 .866
>=2 2.36 1.19 45 1.25 .50 4

Total 2.02 1.27 132 1.17 .67 47
Boy/girl friend sm oke 

No 1.99 1.26 123 .437 1.24 .83 25 .452
Yes 2.33 1.32 9 1.09 .43 22

Total 1.79 1.20 132 1.17 .67 47
D ating

No 1.50 .66 24 .066 1.00 .00 3 .665
Yes 2.16 1.73 135 1.17 .67 47

Total 2.06 1.63 159 1.16 .65 50
Petting low er part 

No 1.52 .71 33 .030* 1.00 .00 6 .526
Yes 2.21 1.77 126 1.18 .69 44

Total 2.06 1.63 159 1.16 .65 50
Note: Significance tests evaluate the difference between dependent and independent variables separately 

for males and for females. Tests were carried out with t-test for the mean score.
- Petting upper part of the body was not included in the analysis due to small numbers 
*- Significant at the level p<.05

5.6.4 Peer Influence and ‘Multiple Sexual Partners’
T a b le  5 .48  d isp la y s  th e  f in d in g s  o n  m u ltip le  sex u a l p a rtn e rs  o f  s e x u a lly  ex p e rie n c ed  
m a le  an d  fe m a le  re sp o n d e n ts  w h o  re c e iv e d  p e e r  in flu e n c e  c o m p a re d  to  re sp o n d e n ts  
w h o  d id  n o t re c e iv in g  p e e r  in flu en ce .
T h is  s tu d y  d id  n o t find  a n y  s ig n if ic a n t re la tio n sh ip s  b e tw e e n  p e e r  in flu e n c e s  to  h av e  
re la tio n sh ip  w ith  frien d s , to  d a te , to  e n c o u ra g e  h a v in g  sex  an d  w a n te d  to  h a v e  sex  w ith  
re sp o n d e n ts  an d  h a v in g  h a d  m u ltip le  sex u a l p artn e rs . A m o n g  th e  n o n -s ig n if ic a n t fac to rs  
o f  p a r tic u la r  in te re s ts  a re  p e e r  in flu e n c e s  o n  en c o u ra g in g  th em  h a v in g  sex .
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Variables Multiple Sex Partners
Peer influence M ale Fem ale

Table 5.48: Distribution of Frequencies, Mean and Standard Deviations on Multiple
Sexual Partners of Sexually Experienced Respondents by Peer Influence
and by Gender

M ean SD N p-value M ean SD N p-value
Peer influence to 
have relationship 
w ith boy/girl friend

No 2.41 2.56 39 .126 1.14 .38 7 .941
Yes 1.95 1.17 120 1.16 .69 43

Total
Peer influence to 
dating

2.06 1.63 159 1.16 .65 50

No 2.13 2.39 46 .740 1.09 .29 22 .511
Yes 2.04 1.20 113 1.21 .83 28

Total
Peer encouraged to 
have sex

2.06 1.63 159 1.16 .65 50

N o 1.75 1.10 44 .135 1.21 .77 29 .554
Yes 2.18 1.78 115 1.10 .44 21

Total
Peer indicated desire 
to have sex

2.06 1.63 159 1.16 .65 50

No 2.04 1.69 92 .861 1.29 1.07 14 .440
Yes 2.09 1.55 67 1.11 .40 36

Total 2.06 1.63 159 1.16 .65 50
Note: Significance tests evaluate the difference between dependent and independent variables separately 

for males and for females. Tests were carried out with t-test.

5.6.5 Parent-Respondent Interaction Factors Influencing ‘Multiple Sexual 
Partners’ among Sexual Active Respondents

T ab le  5 .4 9  p re se n ts  th e  fin d in g s  o n  sex u a l p a rtn e rs  o f  s e x u a lly  e x p e rie n c e d  m a le  an d  
fem ale  re sp o n d e n ts  b y  p a re n t-re sp o n d e n t in te ra c tio n  c o m p a re d  to  re sp o n d e n ts  w ith o u t 
p a re n t-c h ild  in te rac tio n . F in d in g s  re v e a le d  th a t th e re  w as  no  s ta tis tic a lly  s ig n if ic a n t 
re la tio n sh ip  b e tw e e n  h ig h  lev e l o f  c o n n e c te d n e ss  b e tw e e n  p a re n t-re sp o n d e n ts  and  
h av in g  n u m b e r  o f  sex u a l p a rtn e rs .

T h e  d a ta  fro m  F G D s  a lso  c o n firm e d  th is  fin d in g , w h e re  th e  m a jo r ity  o f  re sp o n d e n ts  
rep o rted  th a t th e y  w e re  n o t fe e lin g  c lo se  to  p a ren ts , b u t th e y  w e re  m o re  c lo se  to  th e ir  
peers. In  te rm s o f  c a r in g  an d  su p p o rt to  th e ir  ch ild ren , m o s t o f  p a r tic ip a n ts  sa id  tha t 
n o w ad ay s  p a re n ts  p ro v id e  o n ly  m a te ria l su p p o rt ra th e r  th an  p sy c h o lo g ic a l, m ora l and
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em o tio n a l su p p o r t to  th em . T h e  re a so n  o f  less  c o n n e c te d n e ss  m e n tio n e d  b y  th e  y o u th  
w as no  tim e  to  su p e rv ise  an d  m o n ito r  th e ir  ch ild ren . A s y o u th  m e n tio n e d  tha t:

“M o s t l y  p a r e n t s  p r o v i d e d  m a t e r i a l  s u p p o r t  t o  US m o r e  t h a n  m o r a l  s u p p o r t .  F o r  

i n s t a n c e ,  b u y  n e w  c a r  o r  a  m o b i l e  p h o n e .  Y o u t h  a r e  m o r e  l i k e l y  t o  t h i n k  a b o u t  

m a t e r i a l  s u p p o r t  r a t h e r  t h a n  m o r a l  s u p p o r t  b e c a u s e  t h e y  h a v e  m o n e y  a n d  

m a t e r i a l  l i k e  m o t o r c y c l e  o r  c a r ,  t h e y  c a n  g o  o u t  a n y w h e r e  a s  t h e y  w a n t  a n d  a s  a  

r e s u l t  o f  t h i s ,  t h e y  m i g h t  h a v e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  s u c h  a s  r o a d  a c c i d e n t s .  Y o u t h  a r e  

n o t  c l o s e  t o  p a r e n t s  a n d  p a r e n t s  d o  n o t  p r o v i d e  e n o u g h  w a r m t h  t o  t h e i r  u p -  

g r o w i n g  c h i l d r e n .  O n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  c h i l d r e n  d o  n o t  s t a y  a t  h o m e  a n d  p a r e n t s  

a l s o  g o  o u t  t o  w o r k  t o  e a r n  m o n e y .  ”  ( V e r b a t i m :  S i s a t t a n a k  M - 4 )

T h ere  w as  o n ly  a  p o s it iv e  a sso c ia tio n  b e tw e e n  m o th e r-so n  se x u a l c o m m u n ic a tio n  and  
h a v in g  h a d  m u ltip le  se x u a l p a rtn e rs . M a le  re sp o n d e n ts  w h o  re p o rte d  h ig h  lev e l o f  
c o m m u n ic a tio n  ab o u t s e x u a l to p ic s  w ith  th e ir  m o th e rs  w e re  m o re  lik e ly  to  h av e  
m u ltip le  se x u a l p a r tn e rs  th a n  th o se  w h o  h ad  lo w  lev e l o f  s e x u a l c o m m u n ic a tio n  w ith  
th e ir  m o th e rs  (p -v a lu e  < .0 5 ).

M a le  re sp o n d e n ts  w h o  p e rc e iv e d  th e ir  p a ren ts  to  s tro n g ly  d isa p p ro v e  th e m  h a v in g  sex  
w ere  le ss  lik e ly  to  re p o r t  h a v in g  h a d  m u ltip le  sex u a l p a r tn e rs  c o m p a re d  to  th o se  
re sp o n d e n ts  p e rc e iv e d  th a t  th e ir  p a re n ts  a p p ro v e d  o f  p re m a rita l sex . T h e re  w as  a 
s ta tis tic a lly  s ig n if ic a n t d iffe re n ce  o n ly  fo r  m a les , b u t n o t fo r fem ales .

S im ila rly , p a r tic ip a n ts  fro m  th e  F G D s a lso  m e n tio n e d  th a t it is  a c c e p tab le  fo r m a le  to  
en g ag e  in  p re m a rita l se x u a l b e h a v io r  an d  h av in g  m u ltip le  sex  p a rtn e rs .

O v era ll, th e  fa m ily  p ro c e s s  v a ria b le s  w e re  fo u n d  to  b e  im p o rta n t p ro te c tiv e  fac to rs  
ag a in s t h a v in g  h ad  m u ltip le  sex u a l p a rtn e rs , e sp e c ia lly  p e rc e iv e d  p a re n ta l e x p e c ta tio n  
re g a rd in g  sex . N e v e rth e le ss , th e  fin d in g s  re v e a le d  th a t th e re  w as a  p o s itiv e  a sso c ia tio n  
b e tw e e n  p a re n t- re s p o n d e n t c o m m u n ic a tio n  ab o u t sex u a l m a tte rs  and  h a v in g  m u ltip le  
sex u a l p artn e rs .
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Table 5.49: P e a rso n  C o rre la tio n  C o e ff ic ie n ts  fo r R e la tio n sh ip  b e tw e e n  P a ren t-  
R e sp o n d e n t In te ra c tio n  an d  M e a n  S ex u a l P a r tn e rs  b y  G e n d e r  o f  S ex u a lly  
E x p e rie n c e d  R e sp o n d e n ts

Variables Means of Multiple Sexual Partners
Parent-youth interaction M ale Fem ale

r  (ท) p-value r (ท) p-value Total (ท)
M other-respondent .089 .271 .163 .267 .134 (203)
connectedness (155) (48) [p.056]

Father-respondent -.041 .643 .130 .430 .055 (172)
connectedness (133) (39) [p.472]
Parent-respondent -.026 .767 .176 .291 .074 (167)

connectedness (129) (38) [p.342]
M other-respondent general .063 .437 .046 .759 .076 (203)
com m unication (155) (48) [p.280]
Father-respondent general .043 .624 .117 .478 .107 (172)
com m unication (133) (39) [p.163]
Parent-respondent general .070 .430 .085 .613 .105 (167)
com m unication (129) (38) [p.176]
M other-respondent sexual .185* .021 -.021 .886 .104 (203)
com m unication (155) (48) [p.140]
Father-respondent sexual .005 .958 -.165 .314 .009 (172)
com m unication (133) (39) [p.911]
Parent-respondent sexual .054 .543 -.124 .458 .011 (167)
com m unication (129) (38) [p.887]
M other expectation regarding -.191* .017 -.127 .389 -.230** (203)
to sex (155) (48) [p.001]
Father expectation regarding -.204* .018 -.147 .372 -.271** (167)
to sex (133) (39) [p.000]
Parent expectation regarding -.192* .030 -.129 .442 -.257** (172)
to sex (129) (48) [p.000]

Note: Significance tests evaluate the linear association between variables separately for males and for 
females. Tests were carried out with the Pearson Correlation Coefficient.

* Correlation is significant at the p<0.05 level.
** Correlation is significant at the p<0.01 level.
(ท)- In the parenthesis it is the number of cases of each category.

5.6.6 Summary
A m o n g  fac to rs  te s te d  as  to  w h e th e r  th e y  h a v e  an  in flu en ce  on  th e  n u m b e r  o f  sex u a l 
p a rtn e rs , o n ly  few  fac to rs  e m e rg e d  as s ta tis tic a lly  s ig n ifican t. T h e re  w as o n ly  a  p o s itiv e  
re la tio n sh ip  b e tw e e n  m a le  re sp o n d e n t’s lev e l o f  e d u c a tio n  and  h a v in g  h a d  m u ltip le  sex  
p a rtn e rs . F o r in tim a te  re la tio n sh ip  and  p a r tn e r ’s b eh av io r, f in d in g s  re v e a le d  tw o  fac to rs  
th a t w ere  p o s itiv e ly  a s so c ia te d  w ith  re p o rte d  h a v in g  h ad  m u ltip le  sex u a l p a rtn e rs  fo r 
m ales. T h ese  a re  h a v in g  a  n u m b e r  o f  frien d s  an d  p e ttin g  lo w er p a rt o f  th e  b o d y . W ith
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re sp ec t to  th e  p e e r  in flu e n c e , n o  p e e r  in flu en ce  fac to rs  e m e rg e d  as s ta tis tic a lly  
s ig n ifican t.

In  re la tio n  to  th e  p a re n t- re s p o n d e n t in te rac tio n , p e rc e iv e d  p a re n ta l h ig h e r  ex p e c ta tio n  
re g a rd in g  sex  w a s  n e g a tiv e ly  a s so c ia te d  w ith  h a v in g  h ad  m u ltip le  se x u a l p a rtn e rs  fo r 
m ales. H o w e v e r  th e  s ig n if ic a n t d iffe re n c e  fo r th e  m e n tio n e d  ab o v e  v a r ia b le s  w as  fo u n d  
o n ly  fo r m a le s , b u t n o t fo r  fem a le s . H ig h  lev e ls  o f  p a re n t-re sp o n d e n t c o m m u n ic a tio n  
ab o u t s e x u a l-b a se d  to p ic s  w e re  p o s it iv e ly  a sso c ia te d  w ith  h a v in g  h ad  m u ltip le  sex u a l 
p a rtn e rs  in  m a le s . In  su m , no  fac to rs  w e re  s ta tis tic a lly  s ig n if ic a n t a s so c ia te d  w ith  
m u ltip le  se x u a l p a r tn e rs  fo r fem ales.

5.7 Sexual Attitudes
T h is  se c tio n  p ro v id e s  an  a n a ly s is  o f  sex u a l a ttitu d es  an d  fac to rs  c o rre la te d  to  th e  sex u a l 
a ttitu d e s  o f  y o u th  s tra tif ie d  b y  G en d er.

5.7.1 Sexual Attitudes Scale
A  sex u a l a ttitu d e  sc a le  b a se d  o n  13 item s w as c o n s tru c ted . T h e  o rd in a l sc a le  w a s  u se d  
an d  ra n g e d  fro m  1 ‘s tro n g ly  d is a g re e ’, 2 ‘d is a g re e ’, 3 ‘s o m e w h a t’, 4  ’a g re e ’ to  5 
‘s tro n g ly  a g re e ’ w ith  a  lo w  sc o re  o f  1 and  a  h ig h  sco re  o f  5. H ig h e r  sc o re s  in d ica te  
m o re  lib e ra l a ttitu d e s  to w a rd s  sex  an d  lo w e r sco res  c o n n o te  m o re  c o n se rv a tiv e  o r  
n e g a tiv e  a ttitu d e s  to w a rd s  sex u a lity . M a le s  h ad  h ig h e r  m e a n  sco re s  th a n  fe m a le s  (2 .81 
v e rsu s  2 .6 8 , p -v a lu e  < .0 0 1 )  in d ic a tin g  m o re  lib e ra l a ttitu d es . A lth o u g h  a rg u a b le , ex p e c t 
c r itiq u e  o n  th e  u se  o f  a  m e a n  fo r p e rc e p tio n s  b e c a u se  in te rv a ls  a re  n o t e x a c t m easu res .

T h e  F o c u s  G ro u p  D isc u ss io n s  c o n firm e d  th e  q u a n tita tiv e  fin d in g s  th a t th e  m a jo r ity  o f  
m a le  re sp o n d e n ts  h e ld  m o re  lib e ra l a ttitu d es  to w ard s  sex u a lity , p e rc e iv in g  th a t 
p re m a rita l sex  is a c c e p tab le  fo r y o u n g  m a les  in  th e  L ao  so c ie ty . T h e  re a so n  w as b a se d  
on  th e  v a lu e  o f  g e n d e r  ro le s  an d  th e  u se  o f  a  d o u b le  s ta n d a rd  fo r g irls . B o y s  d id  n o t lo se  
an y th in g . Y o u n g  p e o p le  w an t to  k n o w  each  o th e r  w h e th e r th e y  can  s tay  to g e th e r.
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“I t  i s  a c c e p t a b l e  f o r  b o y s  t o  h a v e  p r e m a r i t a l  s e x  b e c a u s e  t h e y  a r e  c u r i o u s  a n d  i t  

i s  n o r m a l  f o r  b o y s .  T h e  b o y s  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  h a v e  s e x  w i t h  g i r l s  b e f o r e  m a r r i a g e  

b e c a u s e  t h e y  c a n  n e g o t i a t e  w i t h  g i r l  ’ร  p a r e n t  a n d  r e d u c e  t h e  b r i d e  p r i c e .  ” 

( V e r b a t i m :  S i s a t t a n a k  M - 2 )

“I t  i s  o k a y  f o r  b o y s  t o  h a v e  s e x  b e f o r e  m a r r i a g e  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  u n a v o i d a b l e .  A n d  

t h e  b o y  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  t r y  a n d  t o  h a v e  h i s  o w n  e x p e r i e n c e .  O n  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  t h e  

s o c i e t y  a c c e p t  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n  b e c a u s e  t h e y  d o  n o t  l o s e  a n y t h i n g ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e i r  

r e p u t a t i o n  a n d  p r e s t i g e .  ” ( V e r b a t i m :  C h a n t h a b u r y  M - 5 )

A lm o s t a ll re sp o n d e n ts , ir re sp e c tiv e  o f  g en d er, c o n s id e re d  th a t  p re m a rita l sex  a m o n g  
u n m a rrie d  g ir ls  is u n a c c e p ta b le  b e c a u se  it is w ro n g  a c c o rd in g  to  th e  L ao  c u ltu re  an d  
cu s to m s. G ir ls  lo se  th e ir  p re s tig e  an d  d ig n ity  in  th e  ey es o f  o th e rs . G ir l ’s c h a s ti ty  w as 
re g a rd e d  as  a  m a jo r  fa c to r  in  m a rr ia g e  b u t as a  h in d ra n c e  ra th e r  th a n  a n  asse t. I f  th e  
so c ie ty  k n o w s  o r  o th e r  p e o p le  k n o w  th a t she  h as  sex , sh e  w ill  b e  c o n s id e re d  a  lo o se  g irl 
an d  h e r  b o y fr ie n d  w ill  le av e  her.

“ G i r l s  w h o  h a v e  s e x  w i t h  m a n y  p e o p l e  w i l l  b e  s e e n  a s  l o o s e  g i r l s  a n d  t h e  

s o c i e t y  w i l l  c o n d e m n  h e r .  F o r  e x a m p l e  a  p e r s o n  w h o  h a s  s e x  w i t h  t h a t  g i r l ,  t h e y  

w i l l  t e l l  o t h e r  p e o p l e  t h a t  t h e y  h a v e  s e x  w i t h  t h i s  g i r l .  ”  ( V e r b a t i m :  S i k h o t t a b o n g  

F - 3 )

“I t  i s  n o t  a c c e p t a b l e  f o r  g i r l s  t o  h a v e  p r e m a r i t a l  s e x  b e c a u s e  g i r l s  w i l l  l o s e  t h e i r  

r e p u t a t i o n .  G i r l s  w i l l  b e  g o s s i p e d  b y  o t h e r  p e o p l e  a n d  t h e  b o y  w h o  h a d  s e x  w i t h  

t h e  g i r l  w i l l  s a y  t h a t  h e  h a d  s e x  w i t h  t h i s  g i r l .  ” ( V e r b a t i m :  S a y s e t h a  F - 8 )

“ . . . G i r l s  h a v i n g  m o r e  s e x u a l  p a r t n e r s  a r e  c a l l e d  b a d  g i r l s  o r  l o o s e  g i r l s  

( K a d e k ) .  O n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  b o y s  h a v i n g  s e x  w i t h  m a n y  g i r l s  a r e  a c c e p t a b l e .  ” 
( V e r b a t i m :  S i s a t t a n a k  F - 4 )

A  m in o rity  b e lie v e s  th a t it is a c c e p tab le  fo r g irls  to  h av e  p re m a rita l sex . A s o n e  g irl in  
th e  F G D  sta ted :
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“N o w a d a y s ,  w e s t e r n  c u l t u r e  i s  c o m i n g  t o  o u r  c o u n t r y .  S o  s o m e  p e o p l e  b e l i e v e  

t h a t  i t  i s  a c c e p t a b l e  f o r  g i r l s  t o  h a v e  p r e m a r i t a l  s e x .  ”  ( V e r b a t i m :  C h a n t h a b u r y  

F - 6 ) .

T h is  d o u b le  s ta n d a rd  e x te n d e d  to  th e  v irg in ity  s ta tu s  w ith in  th e  c o n te x t o f  m a rriag e . 
T h e  m a jo r ity  o f  b o y s  w a n te d  to  h a v e  th e ir  w iv e s  to  b e  v irg in , w h ile  th e y  a d m itte d  to  
b e in g  s e x u a lly  e x p e rie n c ed . T h e re  w as su b s ta n tia l so c ia l su p p o rt w ith in  th e  L ao  c u ltu re  
fo r th is  d o u b le  s tan d ard .

5.7.2 Socio-demographic Factors Influencing Sexual Attitudes of 
Respondents

T a b le  5 .5 0  sh o w s  th a t th e re  w as a  p o s itiv e  a s so c ia tio n  b e tw e e n  c u rre n t sch o o l 
a tte n d a n c e  an d  se x u a l a ttitu d es . T h e  re sp o n d e n ts  ag ed  2 1 -2 4  y ea rs  o ld  in  b o th  g en d e rs  
h o ld  m o re  lib e ra l a ttitu d e s  th a n  th o se  ag ed  18 -20  (2 .83  v e rsu s  2 .7 9 , p -v a lu e  < .0 5  fo r 
m a le  an d  2 .7  v e rsu s  2 .6 6 , p -v a lu e  < .0 1 0  fo r fem ale ). It ap p e a re d  th a t fe m a le s  h a v e  m o re  
c o n se rv a tiv e  a ttitu d e s  re g a rd in g  se x u a lity  th a n  m ale .

T h e  re sp o n d e n ts  c u rre n tly  a tte n d in g  sch o o l re p o rte d  m o re  lib e ra l a ttitu d e s  c o m p a re d  to  
re sp o n d e n ts  n o t a tte n d in g  sc h o o l (2 .71 v e rsu s  2 .6 5 , p -v a lu e  < .0 0 5 ) fo r  fem a le s , b u t n o t 
fo r m a les . It w as  p ro b a b le  th a t re sp o n d e n ts  a tte n d in g  sch o o l c u rre n tly  w e re  m o re  
e x p o se d  to  p e e r  n o rm s  an d  v a lu e s  re la te d  to  sex u a lity . S o  th e y  h o ld  m o re  p e rm iss iv e  
sex u a l a ttitu d e s  d u e  to  p ee rs  in flu en ce . M a le  re sp o n d e n ts  w h o  liv ed  w ith  th e ir  fam ilie s  
o r  re la tiv e s  w e re  m o re  lik e ly  to  h o ld  c o n se rv a tiv e  a ttitu d es  to w a rd s  se x u a lity  co m p ared  
to  th o se  re sp o n d e n ts  liv in g  w ith  o th e rs  (2 .8 0  v e rsu s  2 .8 8 , p -v a lu e < .0 1 0 ). T h is  m ig h t b e  
b e c a u se  re sp o n d e n ts  w h o  liv e d  w ith  p a re n ts  re c e iv e d  m o re  p a re n ta l su p e rv is io n  an d  
m o n ito r in g  an d  p a re n ta l a ttitu d e s  an d  v a lu e s  d isa p p ro v in g  a d o le sc e n t’s sex  tra n s fe rred  
to  y o u th . H o w e v e r , th e  a s so c ia tio n  b e tw e e n  liv in g  a rra n g e m en t an d  se x u a l a ttitu d e s  w as 
n o t s ta tis tic a lly  s ig n if ic a n t fo r fem ales .

O v era ll, few  so c io -d e m o g ra p h ic  fac to rs  w e re  s ig n ific a n tly  re la te d  to  th e  sex u a l a ttitu d es  
o f  y o u th . W h e n  c o n s id e r in g  in d iv id u a l fac to rs , sch o o l e n ro llm e n t a t th e  tim e  o f  
in te rv iew  w as s ta tis tic a lly  a sso c ia te d  w ith  lib e ra l sex u a l a ttitu d es  fo r  fem ales. A n o th e r
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s ig n if ic a n t fa c to r  w a s  liv in g  a rra n g e m en t o f  m a le  re sp o n d e n ts  w ith  fa m ily  w h ic h  w as 
c o rre la ted  w ith  c o n se rv a tiv e  sex u a l a ttitu d es.

Table 5 .5 0 : D is tr ib u tio n  o f  F req u en c ie s , M ean  and  S ta n d a rd  D e v ia tio n s  o n  S ex u a l 
A ttitu d e s  b y  S e lec ted  S o c io -d e m o g ra p h ic  C h a ra c te ris tic s  o f  R e sp o n d e n t
an d  b y  G e n d e r

Variables
Socio-dem ographic 

characteristic o f  
respondents

M ean
M ale

SD No

Sexual Attitudes
p-value M ean

Fem ale 
SD No p-value

Age group
18-20 2.79 .283 333 .031* 2.66 .269 287 .010*
21-24 2.83 .287 367 2.72 .241 213

Total 2.81 .285 700 2.68 .259 500
A ttending school

Yes 2.83 .30 280 .096 2.71 .254 287 .007*
No 2.80 .26 420 2.65 .262 213

Total 2.81 .28 700 2.68 .259 500
R espondent’s Education

Low 2.85 .352 48 .114 2.70 .240 73 .336
M iddle 2.80 .277 512 2.69 .256 346
High 2.85 .288 140 2.65 .287 79

Total 2.81 .285 700 2.69 .259 498
C urrently  w orking

Yes 2.82 .29 301 .680 2.68 .256 290 .976
No 2.81 .27 399 2.69 .264 210

Total 2.81 .28 700 2.68 .259 500
Living place:

Fam ily 2.80 .293 501 .013* 2.68 .270 281 .345
R elatives 2.79 .262 66 2.66 .236 51
O thers 2.88 .258 133 2.71 .247 168

Total 2.81 .285 700 2.68 .259 500
S u ffic ie n t In co m e

Y es 2.80 .273 536 .127 2.67 .274 327 .101
No 2.84 .322 164 2.71 227 173

Total 2.81 .285 700 2.68 .259 500
Note: Significance tests evaluate the difference between socio-demographic characteristic of youth and 

parent’s background and sexual attitudes for males and for females separately. Tests were 
undertaken with t-test.

*-Significant at the p level <.05

5.7.3 Socio-demographic Background of Parents and ‘Sexual Attitudes’
T ab le  5.51 illu s tra te s  th a t m a le  re sp o n d e n ts  w h o  re p o rte d  th e ir  fa th e r to  liv e  in  th e  sam e 
h o u se  w e re  m o re  lik e ly  to  hav e  a  c o n se rv a tiv e  a ttitu d e  w ith  re g a rd s  to  se x u a lity  (m ean  
sco re  o f  2 .7 9  v e rsu s  2 .8 6 , p -v a lu e  < .0 5 ). A  s im ila r  p a tte rn  w as fo u n d  fo r m o th e rs  liv ing
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w ith in  th e  sa m e  h o u se  fo r m a le  re sp o n d e n ts  (2 .7 9  v e rsu s  2 .8 6 , p -v a lu e  <  .05). O v era ll, 
th e  se x u a l a ttitu d e s  o f  m a le  re sp o n d e n ts  liv in g  w ith  th e ir  m o th e r  an d  fa th e r  w ere  m o re  
c o n se rv a tiv e  th a n  th o se  o f  re sp o n d e n ts  liv in g  ap a rt fro m  th e ir  p a ren ts .

Table 5.51: D is tr ib u tio n  o f  F re q u e n c ie s , M e a n  an d  S ta n d a rd  D e v ia tio n s  on  S ex u a l 
A ttitu d e s  b y  S e le c te d  S o c io -D e m o g ra p h ic  o f  P a re n t’s and  b y  
R e s p o n d e n ts ’ G e n d e r

Variables Sexual Attitudes
Socio-dem ographic M ale Fem ale

characteristic o f  parents M ean SD No p-value M ean SD No p-value
P aren t’s m arital status

M arried/living 2.80 .288 550 .105 2.68 .263 411 .729
together 2.85 .273 150 2.69 .242 89
O thers 2.81 .285 700 2.68 .259 500

T otal
M other’s Education

Prim ary or less 2.83 .290 390 .098 2.68 .255 307 .523
H igh school 2.80 .274 176 2.67 .269 99
V ocational 2.75 .288 84 2.67 .261 46
Post high school 2.74 .182 18 2.76 263 22

Total 2.81 .284 668 2.68 .259 474
F ather’s Education

Prim ary or less 2.83 .312 207 .551 2.68 .259 173 .692
H igh school 2.79 .283 157 2.70 .248 126
V ocational 2.80 .288 160 2.65 .281 76
Post high school 2.81 .243 69 2.68 .287 55

Total 2.81 291 593 2.68 .263 430
M other’s w orking status

Yes 2.82 .27 378 .205 2.67 .26 318 .062
N o 2.79 .29 293 2.72 .24 165

Total 2.81 .28 671 2.69 .25 483
L iv in g  w ith  F a th e r

Y es 2.79 .29 430 .014* 2.66 .267 270 .568
No 2.86 .26 165 2.71 .253 175

Total 2.81 .29 595 2.68 .262 445
Living w ith M other

Yes 2.79 .28 517 .011* 2.66 .267 270 .056
No 2.86 .26 154 2.71 .253 175

Total 2.81 .28 671 2.68 .262 445
Fam ily size

1-4 2.81 .26 90 .610 2.76 .244 49 .086
5-9 2.82 .28 542 2.68 264 389
>=10 2.78 .28 68 2.68 .230 62

Total 2.81 .28 700 2.68 .259 500
Note: Significance tests evaluate the difference between socio-demographic characteristic of youth and 

parent’s background and sexual attitudes for males and for females separately. Tests were 
undertaken with t-test.

’“-Significant at the p level <.05
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5.7.4 Influence of Feelings towards Family on Sexual Attitudes
T a b le  5 .5 2  p re se n ts  th e  fin d in g s  o n  sex u a l a ttitu d es  an d  y o u th ’s fe e lin g s  to w a rd s  th e ir  
fam ily . T h e  re sp o n d e n ts , ir re sp e c tiv e  o f  g en d er, w h o  fe lt o f te n  lo n e ly , w e re  m o re  lik e ly  
to  h o ld  lib e ra l a ttitu d e s  c o m p a re d  to  th o se  re sp o n d e n ts  w h o  n e v e r  fe lt lo n e ly . F in d in g s  
a lso  su g g e s te d  th a t re sp o n d e n ts  w h o  fe lt h a p p y  w ith  th e ir  fa m ily  ra re ly  w e re  m o re  
lik e ly  to  h a v e  lib e ra l a ttitu d e s  to w a rd s  se x u a lity  th an  th o se  y o u th  w h o  fe lt h ap p in ess . 
T h is  w a s  o f te n  fo r fe m a le s  (2 .8 0  v e rsu s  2 .6 9 , p< -0 0 1 ), b u t n o t fo r  m a le s . It m ig h t b e  
th a t fe m a le  re sp o n d e n ts  w e re  m o re  a ttach ed  to  th e  fa m ily  a n d  m o re  se n s itiv e  to  fee lin g s  
o f  h a p p in e ss  w ith in  th e  fam ily  c o m p a re d  to  m a le  re sp o n d en ts .

O v e ra ll, th e re  w e re  few  s ig n if ic a n t fa c to rs  th a t a ffe c ted  se x u a l a ttitu d e s  o f  re sp o n d e n ts . 
F o r  b o th  b o y s  an d  g irls , fe e lin g  lo n e ly  w as a sso c ia ted  w ith  lib e ra l a ttitu d e s  to w ard s  
sex u a lity . F o r  g ir ls , fe e lin g  h a p p y  w as re la ted  to  h o ld in g  lib e ra l a ttitu d e s  to w ard s  
sex u a lity .

Table 5.52: D is tr ib u tio n  o f  F req u en c ie s , M e a n  an d  S ta n d a rd  D e v ia tio n s  o n  S ex u a l 
A ttitu d e s  b y  F e e lin g s  to w ard s  F a m ily  an d  b y  G e n d e r

Variables Sexual Attitudes
Feelings towards Family Male Female

Mean SD No p-value Mean SD No p-value
Feeling Lonely:

Never 2.78 .268 380 .0 0 1** 2.60 .258 99 .005**
Rarely 2.86 .313 108 2.69 .274 90
Sometimes 2.82 .286 161 2.71 .249 234
Often 2.99 .321 32 2.73 .227 43
Very often 2.88 .256 19 2.71 286 34

Total 2.81 .285 700 2.68 .259 500
Feeling Happy:

Never/Rarely 2.84 .299 106 .633 2.80 .239 71 <.0 0 1***
Sometimes 2.80 .277 174 2.69 .252 151
Often 2.81 .290 270 2.69 .243 127
Very often 2.81 .278 150 2.63 .271 151

Total 2.81 .285 700 2.68 .259 500
Note: Significance tests evaluate the difference between youth’s feeling towards family and source of 

sex education and dependent variables (sexual attitudes) for males and for females. Tests were 
undertaken with ANOVA for continuous variables.

**- Significant at the level p<.01 
***- Significant at the level pc.001
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5.7.5 Sex Education and ‘Sexual Attitudes’
T a b le  5 .53  sh o w s  th a t  fem a le  re sp o n d e n ts  w h o  n am e d  fr ien d s  as  m a in  so u rc e s  o f  sex  
e d u c a tio n  w e re  s ig n if ic a n tly  c o rre la ted  w ith  n e g a tiv e  se x u a l a ttitu d e s  c o m p a re d  to  
th o se  re sp o n d e n ts  w h o  c ite d  sch o o l an d  m e d ia  as so u rce  o f  se x  e d u c a tio n  (2 .7 4  v e rsu s  
2 .6 7 , p -v a lu e  .0 0 2 ). T h is  co u ld  b e  e x p la in e d  th a t th e ir  p e e rs  tra n s fe rre d  th e  libe ra l 
a ttitu d e s  to w a rd s  se x u a lity  to  th e ir  frien d s  an d  th e y  a c c e p ted  th e ir  f r ie n d ’s a ttitu d e s  and  
th e ir  n o rm s. T h u s , f r ien d s  tra n sm itte d  th e ir  v a lu e s  an d  n o rm s  re la te d  to  se x u a lity  to  
th e ir  p ee rs .

O v e ra ll, h a v in g  fr ie n d s  a s  th e  m a in  so u rce  o f  se x  ed u c a tio n  w a s  a s so c ia te d  to  h o ld in g  
lib e ra l a ttitu d e s  to w a rd s  se x u a lity  fo r g irls , b u t n o t fo r m ales.

Table 5.53: D is tr ib u tio n  o f  F req u en c ie s , M e a n  an d  S ta n d a rd  D e v ia tio n s  o n  S ex u a l 
A ttitu d e s  b y  S o u rce  o f  S ex  E d u c a tio n  and  b y  G e n d e r

Variables Sexual attitudes
Source o f  sex M ale Fem ale

education M ean SD No p-value M ean SD No p-value
M ain source o f  sex
education

Parents 2.86 .290 39 .287 2.61 .258 54 .002**
Friends 2.83 .285 250 2 74 .248 169
School 2.78 .290 197 2.67 .249 138
M edia 2.81 .280 214 2.66 .272 139

Total 2.81 .285 700 2.68 .259 500
N o te : S ig n if ic a n c e  te s ts  ev a lu a te  th e  d iffe re n ce  b e tw e e n  y o u th ’s fe e lin g  to w a rd s  fam ily  
an d  so u rc e  o f  sex  e d u c a tio n  and  d e p e n d e n t v a riab le s  (se x u a l a ttitu d e s )  fo r m a le s  an d  fo r 
fem ales. T e s ts  w e re  u n d e rta k e n  w ith  A N O V A  fo r c o n tin u o u s  v a riab les .
** - S ig n if ic a n t a t th e  lev e l p< .01

5.7.6 Intimate Relationships and Sexual Attitudes
T a b le  5 .5 4  su g g e s te d  th a t re sp o n d e n t w h o  c u rre n tly  h a s  b o y /g ir lf r ie n d s  h o ld  m o re  
p e rm iss iv e n e ss  a ttitu d e s  to w a rd s  se x u a lity  th an  th o se  h a v in g  no  b o y /g ir l  frien d s  (m ean  
sco re  o f  2 .83  v e rsu s  2 .7 8  fo r m a le  an d  2.71 v e rsu s  2 .63  fo r fem ale ). F o r b o y s , h a v in g  a 
h ig h  n u m b e r  o f  g ir lf r ie n d s  w as s ig n if ic a n tly  a sso c ia ted  w ith  h a v in g  p e rm iss iv e  a ttitu d es  
to w ard s  se x u a lity  c o m p a re d  to  th o se  y o u th  h a v in g  o n e  o r  tw o  g irlfrien d s .



199

T h e  s ta g e s  o f  s e x u a l b e h a v io rs  from  d a tin g  to  p e ttin g  lo w e r p a r t o f  th e  b o d y  w ere  
s ta tis tic a lly  s ig n if ic a n t re la te d  to  libe ra l sex u a l a ttitu d es  fo r b o th  sex es . It is c le a r  th a t 
re sp o n d e n t w h o  e x p e rie n c e d  m o re  in tim a te  sex u a l b e h a v io r  su ch  as h e a v y  p e ttin g  o r 
fo n d lin g  th e  b re a s t h o ld  p e rm iss iv e  a ttitu d e s  reg a rd in g  sex u a lity .

In su m m a ry , h a v in g  a  n u m b e r  o f  g irl frien d s  w as  re la te d  to  lib e ra l sex u a l a ttitu d es  fo r 
m a le s ; w h ile  c u rre n tly  h a v in g  frien d s  an d  all d iffe ren t s tag es  fro m  d a tin g  to  p e ttin g  th e  
lo w e r p a r t o f  th e  b o d y  w e re  lin k ed  to  lib e ra l sex u a l a ttitu d e s  fo r  b o th  m a le s  an d  fem ales.

Table 5.54: D is tr ib u tio n  o f  F req u en c ie s , M ean  and  S ta n d a rd  D e v ia tio n s  o n  S ex u a l
______________A ttitu d e s  b y  In tim a te  R e la tio n sh ip  V a ria b le s  an d  b y  G e n d e r_______________

Variables Sexual Attitudes
Intim ate relationships Male Female

M ean SD No p-value M ean SD No p-value
H aving friend

No 2.78 .26 451 .010* * 2.63 .254 154 .004*
Yes 2.83 .29 249 2.71 .259 346

T otal 2.81 .28 700 2.68 .259 500
N um ber o f  boy/girl
friends:

1 2.80 .278 304 .001** 2.71 .252 317 .613
2 2.88 .303 85 2.73 .335 22
3>= 2.95 .318 62 2.62 .305 7

T otal 2.83 .294 451 2.71 .259 346
D ating

No 2.73 .260 286 <.001*** 2.63 .245 183 .001**
Yes 2.87 .288 414 2.71 .263 317

Total 2.81 .285 700 2.68 .259 500
H olding

No 2.72 .308 99 <.001*** 2.62 .256 104 .002**
Yes 2.83 .279 601 2.70 .257 396

Total 2.81 .285 700 2.68 .259 500
Kiss

No 2.72 .266 414 <.001*** 2.65 .254 334 <.001***
Yes 2.87 .282 286 2.76 .253 166

Total 2.81 .285 700 2.68 .259 500
Petting upper part

No 2.73 .268 327 <.001*** 2.61 .252 204 <.001***
Yes 2.88 .283 373 2.73 .253 296

Total 2.81 .285 700 2.68 .259 500
Petting low er part

No 2.75 .280 400 2.65 .258 336
Yes 2.90 .274 300 <.001*** 2.75 .251 164 <.001***

Total 2.81 .285 700 2.68 .259 500
Note: Significance tests evaluate the difference between intimate relationship and partner’s behavior and 

dependent variables (sexual attitudes) separately for males and for females. Tests were undertaken 
with t-test for two groups of different subjects on one variable and ANOVA for more than two sets
of score.

* - Significant at the level p<.05
** - Significant at the level p<.01 
** - Significant at the level p<01
*** - Significant at the level p<.001
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5.7.7 Partner’s Behavior and ‘Sexual Attitudes’
T a b le  5 .55  re v e a le d  th a t m a le  re sp o n d e n ts  w h o se  p a rtn e rs  d r in k  an d  go  o u t d u rin g  n ig h t 
tim e  w e re  m o re  lik e ly  to  h o ld  p e rm iss iv e  sex u a l a ttitu d e s  in  c o m p a riso n  w ith  
re sp o n d e n ts , w h o se  p a r tn e rs  d id  n o t sm o k e , d r in k  an d  go  o u t d u rin g  n ig h t tim e  (an d  
2 .8 6  v e rsu s  2 .7 6 , p .001  fo r d r in k in g  an d  2 .9 0  v e rsu s  2 .7 8 , p -v a lu e  < .01  fo r go  o u t 
d u rin g  th e  n ig h t tim e). In  co n tra s t, m a le  re sp o n d e n ts  w h o se  sm o k e  w e re  m o re  lik e ly  to  
h o ld  m o re  c o n se rv a tiv e  ‘S ex u a l A tti tu d e s ’ th an  th e  o th e rs  (m e a n  sc o re  o f  2 .78  v e rsu s  
2 .8 3 , p .0 1 8  fo r sm o k in g ).

In  su m , p a r tn e r ’s u n d e s ira b le  b e h a v io r  su ch  as d rin k in g , sm o k in g  an d  g o in g  o u t d u rin g  
th e  n ig h ttim e  w e re  a s so c ia te d  w ith  lib e ra l a ttitu d e s  re g a rd in g  sex  fo r m a le  re sp o n d e n ts , 
b u t n o t fo r  fe m a le  re sp o n d en ts .

Table 5.55: D is tr ib u tio n  o f  F re q u e n c ie s , M e a n  an d  S ta n d a rd  D e v ia tio n s  o n  S ex u a l 
A ttitu d e s  b y  P a r tn e r ’s B e h a v io r  an d  b y  G e n d e r

Variables
Intim ate relationships

Sexual Attitudes
M ale Fem ale

M ean SD No p-value M ean SD No p-value
B oy/girlffiend smoke:

No 2.83 .290 423 .018* 2.69 .264 244 .111
Yes 2.78 .311 28 2.75 .238 102

Total
Boy/girl friend drink:

2.83 .294 451 2.71 .259 346

N o 2.76 .269 135 .001** 2.69 .266 49 .746
Yes 2.86 .299 316 2.71. .258 297

T otal
B oy/girl friends used 
drugs:

2.83 .294 451 2.71 .259 346

No 2.83 .290 437 .751 2.71 .263 312 .778
Yes 2.84 .517 14 2.72 .211 34

Total 2.83 .294 457 2 71 .259 346
Boy/girl friends go out 
during night tim e

No 2.78 .27 211 <.001** 2.67 .32 58 .288
Yes 2.90 .29 157 2.73 .232 150
N ot sure 2.84 .30 83 2.70 .256 138

Total 2.83 .294 451 2.71 .259 346
Note: Significance tests evaluate the difference between intimate relationship and partner’s behavior and 

dependent variables (sexual attitudes) separately for males and for females. Tests were undertaken 
with t-test for two groups of different subjects on one variable and ANOVA for more than two sets 
of score.

* - Significant at the level p<.05 
** - Significant at the level p<01
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5.7.8 Peer Influence and Sexual Attitudes
A s sh o w n  in  T a b le  5 .56 , a ll p e e r  in flu en ce  v a ria b le s  w e re  s ta tis tic a lly  s ig n if ic a n t w ith  
se x u a l a ttitu d e s . R e sp o n d e n ts , reg a rd le ss  o f  g e n d e r w h o  re c e iv e d  p e e r  in flu en ces  to  go 
o u t w ith  fr ie n d s , e n c o u ra g in g  th em  to  h av e  sex  an d  w a n te d  to  h a v e  sex , ex h ib ited  m o re  
lib e ra l a ttitu d e s  to w a rd s  sex . F o r  fem ales , re sp o n d e n ts  w h o  re c e iv e d  p e e r  in flu en ces  to  
h a v e  a  re la tio n sh ip  w ith  b o y frie n d s  w e re  m o re  lik e ly  to  h a v e  p e rm is s iv e  sex u a l 
a ttitu d e s , b u t th is  w as  n o t fo u n d  fo r m ales.

Table 5.56: D is tr ib u tio n  o f  F re q u e n c ie s , M e a n  and  S ta n d a rd  D e v ia tio n s  o n  S ex u a l 
A tti tu d e s  b y  P e e r  In flu en ce  an d  b y  G en d e r

Variables Sexual Attitudes
Peer influence M ale Fem ale

M ean SD No p-value M ean SD No p-value
Peer influence to have 
steady friends

No 2.78 .269 165 .062 2.61 .272 92 .002**
Yes 2.82 .289 535 2.70 253 408

Total 2.81 .285 700 2.68 .259 500

Peer influence to go 
out w ith  friend

No 2.74 .268 301 <.001 2.67 .260 346 .013*
Yes 2.86 .287 399 *** 2.73 .253 154

Total
Peer encouraged you 
to have sex

2.81 .285 700 2.68 .259 500

No 2.74 .259 326 <.001 2.66 .256 434 <.001
Yes 2.87 .294 374 *** 2.83 .236 66 ***

Total
Peer indicated that 
they w anted to have 
sex w ith

2.81 .285 700 2.68 .259 500

No 2.79 .276 536 <.001 2.65 .254 346 <.001
Yes 2.88 .304 164 *** 2.76 .254 154 ***

Total 2.81 .285 700 2.68 .259 500
Note: Significance tests evaluate the difference between peer influence and dependent variables (sexual 

attitudes) separately for males and for females. Tests were undertaken with t-test.
* - Significant at the level p<.05 
** - Significant at the level p<.01 
*** - Significant at the level pc.001
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5.7.9 Sexual Behavior and ‘Sexual Attitudes’
T a b le  5 .5 7  sh o w s  th e  fin d in g s  o n  sex u a l a ttitu d es  re la ted  to  se x u a l b e h a v io rs . A s 
e x p ec ted , th e re  w as a  p o s itiv e  re la tio n sh ip  b e tw e e n  sex u a l a ttitu d e s  an d  se x u a l b e h a v io r  
o f  re sp o n d e n ts . T h e  re sp o n d e n ts , irre sp e c tiv e  o f  g en d er, w h o  h a d  se x u a l ex p e rien ce , 
w e re  m o re  lik e ly  to  h o ld  p e rm iss iv e  o r  lib e ra l a ttitu d e s  to w a rd s  se x u a li ty  (2 .9 4  v e rsu s  
2 .7 0  fo r m a le  an d  2 .8 0  v e rsu s  2 .6 6  fo r fem ale ). H o w ev e r, th e re  w a s  no  re la tio n sh ip  
b e tw e e n  c o n d o m  u se  an d  sex u a l a ttitu d es .

Table 5.57: D is tr ib u tio n  o f  F re q u e n c ie s , M ean  an d  S tan d a rd  D e v ia tio n s  o f  A sso c ia tio n  
b e tw e e n  S e x u a l A ttitu d e s  and  S ex u a l B e h a v io rs  b y  G e n d e r

Variables Sexual Attitudes
Sexual behaviors M ale Fem ale

M ean SD No p-value M ean SD No p-value
Ever had sex

No 2.74 .267 387 < 001*** 2.66 .248 96 < 0 0 1 * * *
Yes 2.90 .286 313 2.80 .276 404

Total 2.81 .285 700 2.68 .259 500
C ondom  use

No 2.95 .283 91 .210 2.79 .238 22 .811
Yes 2.89 .302 181 2.81 .297 28

Total 2.92 .296 209 2.80 .270 50
Note: Significance tests evaluate the difference between the sexual behaviors and dependent variables 

(sexual attitudes) for males and for females separately. Tests were undertaken with t-test. The first 
p value refers to relationship for males while the second p value refers to relationship for females. 

** - Significant at the level pc.OOl

In ta b le  5 .5 8  th e  c o rre la tio n  b e tw e e n  d iffe ren t a sp ec ts  o f  se x u a l b e h a v io r  a m o n g  th e  
se x u a lly  a c tiv e  an d  se x u a l a ttitu d e s  is  sh o w n . F o r m a le s , th e  la te r  th e  ag e  a t firs t sex u a l 
in te rc o u rse  th e  m o re  c o n se rv a tiv e  th e  sex u a l a ttitu d e  b u t th e  d iffe re n c e  w a s  s ta tis tic a lly  
s ig n if ic a n t (p -v a lu e  < .0 5 ). N e ith e r  o f  the  o th e r in d ica to rs  o f  b e h a v io r  w a s  re la te d  to  
sex u a l a ttitu d e s  fo r m a le s  an d  n o n e  o f  th e  tw o  in d ica to rs  w e re  re la te d  to  se x u a l a ttitu d es  
fo r fem ales  (p -v a lu e .2 7 9  an d  p -v a lu e .4 5 9  for m a le s  and  fem ales  re sp ec tiv e ly ).
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Table 5.58: P e a rso n  C o rre la tio n  C o e ff ic ie n ts  fo r R e la tio n sh ip  b e tw e e n  S ex u a l
A ttitu d e s  S co re  b y  O u tc o m e  o f  S ex u a l B e h a v io r  A c c o rd in g  to  S ex

V a r ia b le s S ex u a l A ttitu d es  S co res
M ale Fem ale
r p r p Total

Age at first sexual -.120* <.034 .014 .890 -.093
intercourse (313) (96) (p=.060)
N um ber o f  sexual .086 .279 .107 .459 .125
partners (159) (50) (p=.070)

Note: Significance tests evaluate the difference between dependent and independent variables for males 
and for females. Tests were carried out with Pearson Correlation Coefficient for continuous 
variables.

* Correlation is significant at the 0.05 level 
** Correlation is significant at the 0.01 level

5.7.10 Parent-respondent Factors Influencing ‘Sexual Attitudes’ of 
Respondents

T a b le  5 .5 9  sh o w s  th e  fin d in g s  o n  sex u a l a ttitu d es  re la te d  to  p a re n t-re sp o n d e n ts  
in te rac tio n . T h e  s tu d y  re v e a le d  th a t  th e re  w as  a  n e g a tiv e  a sso c ia tio n  b e tw e e n  p e rc e iv e d  
m o th e r- re sp o n d e n t c o n n e c te d n e ss  an d  sex u a l a ttitu d es . R e sp o n d e n ts  ho  feel h ig h  
c o n n e c te d  to  th e ir  fa m ilie s  w e re  le ss  lik e ly  to  h o ld  p e rm iss iv e  se x u a l a ttitu d e s  th an  
th o se  w h o  d id  n o t c o n n e c t to  th e ir  fam ilie s  (p -v a lu e  < .01  an d  p -v a lu e  < .001  fo r  m a le  
an d  fem a le  re sp e c tiv e ly ) . A  s im ila r  f in d in g  w as fo u n d  fo r th e  p a re n t-re sp o n d e n t 
co n n e c te d n e ss .

T h e re  w as  a  n e g a tiv e  re la tio n sh ip  b e tw e e n  m o th e r-re sp o n d e n t g en e ra l c o m m u n ic a tio n  
an d  se x u a l a ttitu d e s  fo r b o th  g en d e rs . R e sp o n d e n ts  w h o  p e rc e iv e d  th a t th e ir  m o th e rs  
ta lk ed  to  th e m  a b o u t g en e ra l issu e s  h o ld  m o re  p e rm iss iv e  a ttitu d e s  re g a rd in g  sex u a lity . 
A  s im ila r  p a tte rn  w as fo u n d  fo r th e  p e rc e iv e d  p a re n t- re sp o n d e n t g en e ra l 
c o m m u n ic a tio n .

P e rc e iv e d  fa th e r- re sp o n d e n t se x u a l c o m m u n ic a tio n  w as  p o s it iv e ly  re la te d  to  sex u a l 
a ttitu d e s  fo r m a le s , b u t n o t fo r fem ales . T h e  sam e  fin d in g s  w e re  fo u n d  fo r p a ren t-  
re sp o n d e n t s e x u a l c o m m u n ic a tio n . N e v e rth e le ss , th e re  w a s  no  a s so c ia tio n  b e tw een  
m o th e r-re sp o n d e n t sex u a l c o m m u n ic a tio n  an d  sex u a l a ttitu d e s  fo r b o th  g en d ers .
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In  te rm s  o f  p a te rn a l e x p e c ta tio n  co n c e rn in g  th e ir  c h ild re n ’s se x u a l b eh av io rs , 
re sp o n d e n ts  w h o  p e rc e iv e d  h ig h e r  m o th e r/fa th e r  d isa p p ro v a l o f  se x  h a d  m o re  
c o n se rv a tiv e  sex u a l a ttitu d e s  c o m p a re d  to  th o se  re sp o n d e n ts  w h o  p e rc e iv e d  p a te rn a l 
a p p ro v a l o f  sex . S im ila r  f in d in g s  w e re  fo u n d  fo r  th e  p e rc e iv e d  p a re n ta l e x p e c ta tio n  
re g a rd in g  sex u a lity .

O v e ra ll, s e v e ra l fac to rs  o f  p a re n t-re sp o n d e n t in te ra c tio n  w as e m e rg e d  as s ig n ifican t. 
H ig h  m o th e r-so n  an d  d a u g h te r  c o n n ec ted n ess , g en e ra l c o m m u n ic a tio n  an d  e x p e c ta tio n  
re g a rd in g  se x u a lity  re la te d  to  c o n se rv a tiv e  sex u a l a ttitu d es . H ig h  fa th e r-so n  sex u a l 
c o m m u n ic a tio n  is  re la te d  to  lib e ra l sex u a l a ttitu d es; in  co n tra s t, h ig h  fa th e r-so n  an d  
d a u g h te r  e x p e c ta tio n  to w a rd s  sex  w e re  re la ted  to  c o n se rv a tiv e  se x u a l a ttitu d es .

Table 5 .5 9 : P e a rso n  C o rre la tio n  C o e ffic ien ts  fo r  R e la tio n sh ip  b e tw e e n  P a ren t-
_____________ R e sp o n d e n t In te ra c tio n  an d  S ex u a l A ttitu d e s  b y  G e n d e r____________________

Variables Sexual attitudes scores
M a le  F em a le

R  (ท) p -v a lu e R  (ท) p -v a lu e T o ta l (ท)
M o th e r-re sp o n d e n t -.1 0 2 * * .008 -.2 4 1 * * < .001 - .1 4 7 * *  (1 1 5 2 )
c o n n e c te d n e ss (6 7 0 ) (482 ) [p < .0 0 0 ]
F  a th e r-re sp o n d en t -.0 7 0 .090 -.2 7 4 .001 -.1 2 4  (1 0 2 6 )
c o n n e c te d n e ss (589 ) (4 3 7 ) [p < .0 0 1 )
P a re n t-re sp o n d e n t -.089 * .033 -.2 8 7 * * .001 -.1 4 9  (988 )
c o n n e c te d n e ss (567 ) (421 ) Q X 0 0 1 ]
M o th e r-re sp o n d e n t -.1 4 5 * * <.001 -.1 9 0 * * .001 - .1 7 0  (1 1 5 2 )
g en era l c o m m u n ic a tio n (670) (4 8 2 ) [p < .0 0 0 )
F a th e r-re sp o n d e n t .-.046 .268 -.138 * .004 -.041  (1 0 2 6 )
g en e ra l c o m m u n ic a tio n (5 8 9 ) (4 3 7 ) [p - .1 8 5 ]
P a re n t-re sp o n d e n t -.105* .012 < .001 - .1 2 0 * *  (9 8 8 )
g en era l c o m m u n ic a tio n (5 6 7 ) (421 ) [ p c 'o o i ]
M o th e r-re sp o n d e n t .053 .167 .006 .894 -.0 1 0  (1 1 5 2 )
sex u a l c o m m u n ic a tio n (6 7 0 ) (482 ) [p< .747 ]
F a th e r-re sp o n d e n t se x u a l .118* .004 .027 .566 .1 0 9 * *  (1 0 2 6 )
c o m m u n ic a tio n (5 8 9 ) (437 ) [p < .0 0 1 ]
P a re n t-re sp o n d e n t sex u a l .090* .032 .018 .712 .049  (9 8 8 )
c o m m u n ic a tio n (567) (421 ) [p c . 128]
M o th e r  e x p e c ta tio n -.1 6 0 * * < .001 -.3 2 2 * * < .001 -.2 8 7 * *  (1 1 5 2 )
re g a rd in g  to  sex (6 7 0 ) (482 ) [p< .001 ]
F a th e r ex p e c ta tio n -.210 ** <.001 -.2 9 6 * * < .001 -.3 1 1 * *  (1 0 2 6 )
re g a rd in g  to  sex (589) (437 ) [p< .001 ]
P a ren t e x p e c ta tio n -.205 ** <.001 -.3 3 1 * * < .001 -.3 1 8 * *  (988 )
re g a rd in g  to  sex (5 6 7 ) (4 2 1 ) f p c 'o o i l

Note: Significance tests evaluate the linear association between variables for males and for females.
Tests were carried out with Pearson Correlation Coefficient for continuous variables. 

* Correlation is significant at the 0.05 level 
** Correlation is significant at the 0.01 level
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5 .7 .1 1  S u m m a r y
O v era ll, sev e ra l so c io -d e m o g ra p h ic  fac to rs  w e re  s ig n if ic a n tly  re la te d  to  th e  sex u a l 
a ttitu d e s  o f  re sp o n d e n ts . T h e  s ig n ific a n t v a r ia b le s  fo r m a le s  w e re  ag e , liv in g  
a rra n g e m en ts , m o th e rs  and  fa th e rs  w h o  lived  w ith in  th e  sa m e  h o u se  an d  fe e lin g  lo n e ly  
o ften  w h ic h  w e re  s ig n if ic a n tly  re la te d  to  sex u a l a ttitu d e s ; w h ile  fo r  fem ales , age , 
c u rre n t sch o o l e n ro llm e n t an d  fee lin g  lo n e ly  o ften , fee lin g  le ss  h a p p y  a n d  fr ien d s  as th e  
m a in  so u rc e  o f  sex  e d u c a tio n  w e re  a sso c ia ted  w ith  lib e ra l a ttitu d e s  to w a rd s  sex u a lity .

T h e re  w e re  sev e ra l fa c to rs  o f  in tim a te  re la tio n sh ip s  an d  p a r tn e r ’s b e h a v io rs  th a t w e re  
re la te d  to  sex u a l a ttitu d es , su ch  fo r m a les , h a v in g  g ir lf r ie n d s , h a v in g  a  n u m b e r  o f  
g ir lfr ie n d s , g irl f r ie n d ’s d rin k in g , sm o k in g  an d  g o in g  o u t d u rin g  th e  n ig h t tim e  an d  all 
s tag es  o f  sex u a l b e h a v io r  fro m  d a tin g  to  p e ttin g  lo w e r p a r t  o f  th e  b o d y  an d  p e e r  
in f lu e n c e  v a r ia b le s  (e x c e p t p e e r  in f lu e n c e  h a v in g  g irl fr ien d s) w e re  re la ted  to  
p e rm iss iv e  sex u a l a ttitu d es . H o w e v e r, fo r fem a le s  th e  s ig n if ic a n t p re d ic to rs  o f  sex u a l 
a ttitu d e s  w e re  h a v in g  b o y  frien d s , a ll d iffe re n t s tag es  o f  se x u a l b e h a v io rs  a ll p e e r  
in flu en ces . A lm o s t all p a re n t-re sp o n d e n t in te ra c tio n  fac to rs  w e re  re la te d  to  sex u a l 
a ttitu d es , w ith  th e  e x c e p tio n  o f  fa th e r v a ria b le s  ( fa th e r-re sp o n d e n t c o n n e c te d n e ss , 
fa th e r-re sp o n d en t g en e ra l c o m m u n ic a tio n s )  an d  m o th e r- re sp o n d e n t sex u a l 
c o m m u n ic a tio n s  w e re  n o t re la te d  to  sex u a l a ttitu d e s  fo r b o th  sex es .

A m o n g  th e  sex u a l b e h a v io r  v a riab le s , th e re  w a s  o n ly  e v e r  h a v in g  h a d  se x  th a t w as 
n e g a tiv e ly  a sso c ia te d  w ith  sex u a l a ttitu d es  fo r b o th  sex es; w h ile  ag e  a t th e  f irs t sex u a l 
in te rc o u rse  w a s  n e g a tiv e ly  s ig n if ic a n tly  re la ted  to  sex u a l a ttitu d e s  o n ly  fo r  m a le s , b u t 
no t fo r fem ales.

5.8 Summary of bi-variate Analysis
T h ere  a re  m u ltip le  r isk  and  p ro te c tiv e  fac to rs  th a t a ffe c ted  th e  o u tc o m e  v a ria b le s  on  
sex u a l b e h a v io rs  (e v e r  h ad  sex u a l in te rco u rse , ag e  at f irs t s e x u a l in te rc o u rse , co n d o m  
use at th e  last sex u a l in te rc o u rse  and  m u ltip le  sex u a l p a r tn e rs )  w h en  c o n s id e r in g  the  
m u lti-sy s tem  a p p ro a c h  n a m e ly  in d iv id u a l, fam ilia l and  e x tra  fam ilia l in flu en ces . O ne o r 
m ore  fac to rs  fro m  each  sy stem  c o n trib u te d  to  th e  p re d ic to rs  o f  y o u th ’s en g ag em en t in 
sexual b e h av io rs  th a t in d ica ted  th a t y o u th  in v o lv e m e n t in  sex u a l b e h a v io r  is in flu en ced
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b y  m u ltip le  r isk  fac to rs  fro m  th e  m u lti-sy s tem s. T h e  b iv a r ia te  a n a ly s is  w as  su m m a riz e d  
se p a ra te ly  fo r m a le s  an d  fem ales  acco rd in g  to  th e  o u tc o m e  v a ria b le s  in  th e  A p p e n d ix  E.

5.8.1 Ever Had Sex
M a l e s

F o r ‘E v e r  H ad  S e x ’, sev e ra l v a ria b le s  e m e rg e d  as s ta tis tic a lly  s ig n ific an t. T h e  
fo llo w in g  p re d ic to rs  w e re  s ig n if ic a n tly  a sso c ia te d  w ith  sex u a l a c tiv ity  fo r  m ales:

1) S o c io -d e m o g ra p h ic  b a c k g ro u n d  (o ld e r  age , s c h o o l en ro llm e n t, c u rre n tly  
w o rk in g , liv in g  w ith  fa m ily  an d  fee lin g  lo n e ly  m o re  o fte n  to w a rd s  fam ily  
w e re  p o s it iv e ly  re la te d  to  ‘E v e r  H a d  S e x ’; w h e re a s  fa th e rs  an d  m o th e rs  
liv in g  w ith in  th e  sam e  h o u se  w e re  in v e rse ly  a sso c ia te d  w ith  ‘E v e  h a d  S e x ’;

2 ) P a re n ts  as  m a in  so u rce  o f  sex  e d u c a tio n  w e re  m o re  lik e ly  a s so c ia te d  w ith  
‘E v e r  H ad  S e x ’.

3) P e e r  in flu e n c e s  (to  go  o u t, en co u ra g e d  to  h a v e  sex  an d  fr ien d s  e v e r 
e x p re s s in g  d e s ire  to  h a v e  sex ) w e re  m o re  lik e ly  re la te d  to  ‘E v e r  H a d  S e x ’;

4 ) P a r tn e r ’s b e h a v io r  (p a r tn e r ’s a lco h o l u se ) w as  p o s itiv e ly  re la te d  to  ‘E v e r  
H ad  S e x ’.

5) In tim a te  re la tio n sh ip s  (h av in g  g irl frien d s , h a v in g  a  n u m b e r  o f  s te a d y  
frien d s , a ll d iffe ren t s ta g e s  o f  sex u a l b e h a v io r)  w e re  a s so c ia te d  w ith  b e in g  
m o re  l ik e ly  to  ‘E v e r  H ad  S e x ’.

6 ) P e rc e iv e d  p a re n ta l e x p e c ta tio n  re g a rd in g  se x u a lity  w a s  n e g a tiv e ly  c o rre la ted  
w ith  ‘E v e r  H ad  S e x ’.

F e m a l e s .

T h e  s ig n if ic a n t p re d ic to rs  re la ted  to  ‘E v e r  H ad  S e x ’ w ere :
1) S o c io -d e m o g ra p h ic  b a c k g ro u n d  (o ld e r  age, a tte n d in g  sch o o l o f  re sp o n d e n ts )  

w as  p o s itiv e ly  re la te d  to  ‘E v e r H ad  S e x ’; w h e rea s  su ff ic ie n t in c o m e  w as 
less lik e ly  re la ted  to  ‘E v e r  H ad  S e x ’.

2) L ow  e d u c a tio n a l leve l an d  F ee lin g  h a p p in e ss  m o re  o ften  w ith in  th e  fam ily  
w as m o re  lik e ly  re la te d  to  ‘E v e r H ad  S e x ’;

3) F rien d s  as  m a jo r  so u rc e  o f  sex  e d u ca tio n  w as re la ted  to  b e in g  m o re  lik e ly  to
‘E v e r  H a d  S e x ’;
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4) P e e r  in flu en ce  (to  go  ou t, en co u ra g e d  to  h a v e  sex  an d  fr ie n d s  e v e r 
e x p re ss in g  d e s ire  to  h a v e  sex ) w as p o s it iv e ly  a s so c ia te d  w ith  ‘E v e r  H ad  
S e x ’;

5) P a r tn e r ’s b e h a v io rs  (a lc o h o l an d  d ru g  u se) w e re  p o s it iv e ly  a s so c ia te d  w ith  
‘E v e r  H ad  S e x ’;

6 ) In tim a te  re la tio n sh ip  (n u m b e r  o f  b o y /g ir l frien d s , a ll d if fe re n t s tag es  o f  
s e x u a l b e h a v io r)  w as  p o s itiv e ly  a sso c ia ted  w ith  ‘E v e r  H a d  S e x ’;

7) H ig h  lev e l o f  p a re n t-d a u g h te r  c o n n e c te d n e ss , h ig h  lev e l o f  p a re n t-d a u g h te r  
c o m m u n ic a tio n  ab o u t g en e ra l issu es, an d  p e rc e iv e d  p a re n ta l e x p e c ta tio n  
re g a rd in g  se x u a lity  w e re  in v e rse ly  a sso c ia ted  w ith  ‘E v e r  H ad  S e x ’.

5.8.2 Age at First Sex
M a l e s .

F o r ‘A g e  o f  F irs t S ex u a l In te rc o u rse ’ o f  m a le  y o u th , th re e  fac to rs  w e re  s ta tis tic a lly
s ig n if ic a n t as  fo llo w in g :

1) R e sp o n d e n ts  w h o  re p o rte d  h a v in g  su ff ic ie n t in c o m e  fo r  e x p e n se s  w as 
c o rre la te d  w ith  th e  ea rly  ag e  at f irs t sex u a l in te rc o u rse ; w h ile  w o rk in g  s ta tu s  
w as  m o re  lik e ly  to  in itia te  th e  firs t sex u a l in te rc o u rse  a t la te  age.

2) H ig h  level o f  m o th e r  and  p a re n t-so n  c o m m u n ic a tio n  ab o u t th e  se x u a l issu es  
w a s  a sso c ia te d  w ith  th e  la te  o n se t o f  ‘A g e  at F irs t S e x u a l In te rc o u rse ’.

F e m a l e s .

T h e  s ig n if ic a n t fac to rs  fo r th e  ‘A g e  o f  F irs t S ex u a l In te rc o u rse ’ a re  fo llo w in g :
1) H ig h  ed u ca tio n a l leve l o f  re sp o n d e n ts  w as  re la te d  to  d e la y  o n se t ‘A g e  at 

F irs t S e x ’
2) P e e r in f lu e n c e  to  h av e  sex  w as re la ted  to  in itia te  ‘A g e  at F irs t S e x ’ a t e a rly  

age.

5 .8 .3  C o n d o m  U se
M a l e s .

F o r c o n d o m  u se  a t la st sex u a l in te rco u rse , o n ly  a  few  s ig n if ic a n t p re d ic to rs  em erg ed .
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1) H ig h  lev e l o f  m o th e r ’s e d u c a tio n  w a s  p o s itiv e ly  a s so c ia te d  w ith  ‘C o n d o m  
U s e ’.

2) H ig h  lev e l o f  fa th e r-so n  c o m m u n ic a tio n  ab o u t c o n d o m s  w as  s ig n if ic a n tly  
p o s it iv e ly  a sso c ia te d  w ith  ‘C o n d o m  U s e ’.

F e m a l e s .

1) L iv in g  a rran g em en ts  w ith  fa m ily  w as in v e rse ly  re la te d  to  ‘C o n d o m  U s e ’.
2 ) P e e r  in flu e n c e s  to  h av e  frien d s  w e re  p o s itiv e ly  a s so c ia te d  w ith  ‘C o n d o m  

U se  a t th e  L ast S ex u a l In te rc o u rse ’.

5.8.4 Number of Sex Partners
M a l e s .

T h e  few  v a ria b le s  s ta tis tic a lly  co rre la ted  to  n u m b e r o f  sex u a l p a r tn e rs  fo r m a le s  are:
1) S o c io -d e m o g ra p h ic  b a c k g ro u n d  o f  re sp o n d e n ts  (H ig h  lev e l o f  e d u c a tio n  w as 

a s so c ia te d  w ith  ‘m u ltip le  S ex  P a r tn e rs ’);
2 ) A m o n g  th e  in tim a te  re la tio n sh ip s , h a v in g  a  n u m b e r  o f  f r ie n d s  an d  p e ttin g  

lo w e r p a rt o f  th e  b o d y  w ere  re la te d  to  M u ltip le  S ex  P a r tn e rs ’;
3 ) N e g a tiv e  a sso c ia tio n  b e tw e e n  p e rc e iv e d  p a re n ta l (m o th e r  a n d  fa th e r)  h ig h e r 

e x p e c ta tio n  re g a rd in g  sex  an d  n u m b e r o f  sex  p a rtn e r. C o n v e rse ly  to  
e x p e c ta tio n , h ig h  lev e l o f  p a re n t-re sp o n d e n t c o m m u n ic a tio n  ab o u t sex u a l- 
b a se d  to p ic s  w as  re la te d  to  h ig h  ‘N u m b e r o f  S ex  P a r tn e rs ’.

F e m a l e s

N o n e  fa c to rs  s ig n if ic a n tly  c o rre la ted  w ith  n u m b e r o f  sex  p a r tn e rs  fo r fem ale  w ere  
em erg ed .

5.8.5 Sexual Attitudes
M a l e s .

T h e  fo llo w in g  v a r ia b le s  w e re  s ta tis tic a lly  s ig n ific a n t d e te rm in a n ts  o f  sex u a l a ttitu d es  o f  
m a le  you th :
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1) S o c io -d e m o g ra p h ic  c h a ra c te ris tic s  (o ld e r  ag e , l iv in g  a rra n g e m e n t w ith  
fa m ily /re la tiv e s  w e re  re la ted  to  libe ra l ‘S ex u a l A tti tu d e s ’), (M o th e rs  liv in g  
in  th e  sam e  h o u se  w e re  a sso c ia ted  w ith  c o n se rv a tiv e  ‘S e x u a l A tti tu d e s ’);

2 ) F e e lin g  lo n e ly  o ften  w ith in  th e  fa m ily  w as  re la te d  to  lib e ra l ‘S ex u a l 
A tt i tu d e s ’

3) In tim a te  re la tio n sh ip  (h av in g  frien d s  an d  h a v in g  a  n u m b e r  o f  fr ien d s , all 
d if fe re n t s tag es  o f  sex u a l b e h a v io rs )  w e re  re la te d  to  lib e ra l ‘S ex u a l 
A tt i tu d e s ’;

4 ) P a r tn e r ’s b e h a v io r  su ch  as d rin k in g , sm o k in g , an d  g o in g  o u t d u r in g  th e  
n ig h ttim e  w ere  a sso c ia ted  w ith  lib e ra l ‘S ex u a l A tt i tu d e s ’;

5) P e e r  in f lu e n c e s  to  go  o u t, to  h a v e  sex  an d  in d ic a tin g  d e s ire  to  h a v e  sex  w ith  
w e re  re la te d  to  m o re  lib e ra l ‘S ex u a l A tti tu d e s ’.

6) H ig h  lev e l o f  m o th e r  and  p a re n t-so n  c o n n e c te d n e ss , g e n e ra l c o m m u n ic a tio n  
w ith  m o th e r  an d  p a ren t an d  p e rce iv ed  m o th e r, fa th e r  an d  p a re n t-so n  
e x p e c ta tio n  re g a rd in g  se x u a lity  w e re  re la te d  to  m o re  c o n se rv a tiv e  sex u a l 
a ttitu d e s ; w h ile  fa th e r an d  p a re n t-so n  sex u a l c o m m u n ic a tio n  w a s  re la te d  to  
lib e ra l sex u a l a ttitu d es .

7) ‘E v e r  H ad  S e x ’ an d  ea rly  o n se t o f  ‘A g e  a t F irs t S ex u a l In te rc o u rse  w ere  
p o s it iv e ly  re la te d  lib e ra l ‘S ex u a l A ttitu d e s ’.

F e m a l e s .

T h e  s ig n if ic a n t fa c to rs  th a t a sso c ia ted  w ith  sex u a l a ttitu d e s  fo r fem a le s  w ere :
1) S o c io -d e m o g ra p h ic  c h a ra c te ris tic s  (O ld e r age , c u rre n tly  sch o o l en ro llm en t)  

w e re  re la te d  to  lib e ra l ‘S ex u a l A tti tu d e s ’.
2) F e e lin g  lo n e ly  o fte n  o r  h a p p y  ra re ly  w ith in  th e  fa m ily  w e re  a s so c ia te d  w ith  

m o re  lib e ra l ‘S ex u a l A tti tu d e s ’.
3) F rie n d s  as so u rc e  o f  sex  e d u ca tio n  w as re la te d  to  m o re  lib e ra l ‘S ex u a l 

A tti tu d e s ’;
4 ) In tim a te  re la tio n sh ip  (c u rre n tly  h av e  frien d s , an d  a ll d iffe re n t s tag es  o f  

sex u a l b e h a v io rs )  a re  re la ted  to  libera l ‘S ex u a l A tt i tu d e s ’.
5) P e e r  in flu e n c e s  to  h av e  frien d s, to  go  ou t, to  h av e  sex  an d  w a n te d  to  h av e  sex  

w ith  w e re  a sso c ia te d  w ith  lib e ra l ‘S ex u a l A tti tu d e s ’
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6) H ig h  lev e l o f  m o th e r  an d  p a re n t-re sp o n d e n t c o n n e c te d n e ss , m o th e r  an d  
p a re n t-re sp o n d e n t g e n e ra l c o m m u n ic a tio n , an d  p e rc e iv e d  m o th e r , fa th e r an d  
p a re n t-re sp o n d e n t e x p e c ta tio n  re g a rd in g  s e x u a lity  w e re  re la te d  to  
c o n se rv a tiv e  ‘S ex u a l A tti tu d e s ’.

7) E v e r  H ad  S ex  w a s  re la te d  to  lib e ra l ‘S ex u a l A tti tu d e s ’; w h e re a s  e a r ly  o n se t 
o f  ‘A g e  a t F irs t S ex u a l In te rc o u rse ’ is  a s so c ia te d  w ith  lib e ra l ‘S ex u a l 
A tti tu d e s ’.

T h e  re su lts  su m m a riz e d  in  th is  c h a p te r  w e re  g e n e ra lly  c o n s is te n t w ith  an  eco lo g ica l 
a p p ro a c h  an d  th e  tr ia d ic  in flu e n c e  in  w h ic h  m u ltip le  sy s tem s a re  tak en  in to  
c o n s id e ra tio n  in  o rd e r  to  g e t a  b e tte r  u n d e rs ta n d in g  ab o u t y o u th ’s se x u a l b eh av io r. T h is  
a p p ro a c h  p ro v id e s  a  m o re  acc u ra te  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  th e  c o n te x t o f  a d o le sc e n t sex u a l 
b e h a v io r  w ith in  m u ltip le  sy stem s.

In th e  n e x t s e c tio n  a ll fa c to rs  re la te d  o f  sex u a l a ttitu d es  an d  b e h a v io rs  w ill  b e  e x a m in e d  
th ro u g h  a  m u ltiv a r ia te  an a ly sis . In  o rd e r  to  ach iev e  th e  la s t o b je c tiv e s  to  e x a m in e  th e  
re la tio n sh ip  b e tw e e n  am o n g  so c io -d e m o g ra p h ic  o f  y o u th  an d  th e ir  p a re n ts , p a re n t-c h ild  
c o n n e c te d n e ss , p a re n t-c h ild  co m m u n ica tio n , an d  p e rc e iv e d  p a re n ta l e x p e c ta tio n  an d  th e  
y o u th ’s sex u a l a ttitu d e s  an d  b e h a v io rs , w e n eed  to  e x a m in e  th e se  p re d ic to rs  w ith in  th e  
c o n te x t o f  in d iv id u a l, fam ilia l an d  e x tra  fam ilia l fac to rs  an d  to  e x p lo re  th e  s tre n g th  o f  
a sso c ia tio n s  b e tw e e n  th e  fac to rs  re la te d  to  sex u a l a ttitu d es  an d  b e h a v io rs  b y  co n tro llin g  
c o n fo u n d in g  e ffe c ts  o f  o th e r  c o rre la te s  o f  sex u a l a ttitu d e s  an d  b eh av io rs .

5.9 Multivariate Analysis
H ie ra rch ica l m u ltiv a r ia te  an a ly sis  h as  b een  p e rfo rm e d  in  th is  s tu d y  in  o rd e r  to  ex p lo re  
th e  s tre n g th s  o f  a sso c ia tio n s  b e tw e e n  th e  fac to rs  re la te d  to  sex u a l a ttitu d e s  and  
b eh av io rs . T h e  te c h n iq u e s  u sed  in c lu d ed  th e  lo g is tic  re g re ss io n  m o d e l fo r b in a ry  
v a ria b le s  ( ‘E v e r  h ad  S e x ’, ‘C o n d o m  U se ’ (see  n o te  b e lo w ) an d  ‘N u m b e r  o f  S ex u a l 
P a r tn e rs ’), C o x  h a z a rd s  re g re s s io n  fo r th e  tim e  ev en ts  (ag e  a t f irs t sex u a l in te rco u rse ) in 
v iew  o f  th e  h ig h ly  ce n so re d  n a tu re  o f  th e  ag e  a t firs t sex u a l in te rco u rse , an d  m u ltip le  
lin ea r re g re ss io n s  fo r sex u a l a ttitu d e s  w ere  used . T h e  p u rp o se  o f  m u ltiv a r ia te  an a ly sis
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w as to  c o n tro l fo r th e  c o n fo u n d in g  v a riab le s , an d , th e re fo re , e x a m in e d  th e  n e t  e ffec ts  o f  
in d e p e n d e n t v a r ia b le s  on  th e  d e p e n d e n t v a riab les .

A ll fa c to rs  re la te d  to  sex u a l a ttitu d es  and  b e h a v io rs  w e re  e n te re d  in to  th e  m u ltiv a ria te  
an a ly ses . B o th  sex u a l a ttitu d es  an d  b e h a v io rs  w e re  u sed  as  d e p e n d e n t v a riab le s . M o re  
sp e c if ic a lly , sex u a l b e h a v io rs  w e re  c a te g o riz ed  in to  e v e r h a d  sex , ag e  a t f irs t sex u a l 
in te rco u rse , c o n d o m  u se  a t th e  tim e  o f  last sex u a l in te rco u rse , an d  n u m b e r  o f  sex u a l 
p a rtn e rs  d u r in g  th e  s ix  m o n th s  p r io r  to  th e  in te rv iew . T h e  a n a ly s is  w as  p re se n te d  in  th e  
m o d e l ap p lie d  in  th e  co n cep tu a l fram ew o rk  in  o rd e r  to  p re d ic t  r e s p o n d e n ts ’ sex u a l 
a ttitu d e s  a n d  b eh av io rs .

M o d e l A : S o c io -d e m o g ra p h ic  c h a ra c te r is tic s  o f  re sp o n d e n ts  an d  p a re n ts  (S o c io 
d e m o g ra p h ic  ch a ra c te ris tic s )

M o d e l B : S o c io -d e m o g ra p h ic  c h a ra c te r is tic s  o f  re sp o n d e n ts , p a re n ts  a n d  co n tex tu a l 
fam ily  v a ria b le s  (p a re n t-re sp o n d e n ts ’ re la tio n sh ip s )

M o d e l C : S o c io -d e m o g ra p h ic  c h a ra c te ris tic s  o f  re sp o n d e n ts , p a re n ts  a n d  c o n te x tu a l 
fa m ily  v a r ia b le s  an d  p e rc e iv e d  p a re n ta l e x p e c ta tio n , in tim a te  re la tio n sh ip s  
an d  p e e r  in f lu e n c e  v a riab le s  (F u ll m o d e l).

P re d ic to r  v a r ia b le s  w e re  en te red  b y  b lo ck . T h e  so c io -d e m o g ra p h ic  c h a ra c te r is tic s  o f  
y o u th  (ag e , sex , a tte n d in g  sch o o l, e d u ca tio n  lev e l, su ff ic ie n t in c o m e  fo r  ex p en ses , 
lo n e lin e ss  an d  h a p p in e ss , so u rce  o f  sex  ed u ca tio n ), an d  b a c k g ro u n d  o f  p a ren ts  
(e d u c a tio n  lev e l o f  fa th e rs  and  m o th e rs , liv in g  a rra n g e m en ts , fa th e rs  an d  m o th e rs  liv ed  
w ith  th e  sa m e  h o u se  w ith  re sp o n d en ts  w e re  e n te re d  in  th e  firs t b lo ck . T h e  se co n d  b lo c k  
ad d ed  p a re n t- re sp o n d e n t c o n n e c te d n e ss  and  c o m m u n ic a tio n  a b o u t g e n e ra l an d  sex u a l 
issues. L as tly , p e rc e iv e d  p a ren ta l e x p e c ta tio n s  re g a rd in g  se x u a lity , p e e r  in flu en ces  
(p ee r in f lu e n c e  to  go  o u t to  da te , to  h av e  sex , b o y /g ir l frien d s  in d ic a tin g  to  h av e  sex ) 
and  in tim a te  re la tio n sh ip s  (h a v in g  b o y /g ir l fr ien d s , d a tin g , k is s in g , p e ttin g  u p p e r  p a rt o f  
the  b o d y  an d  lo w e r p a r t o f  th e  b o d y ) w ere  e n te re d  in  th e  th ird  b lo ck . A ll a n a ly se s  w ere  
run  se p a ra te ly  fo r m a le s  and  fem ales  to  id e n tify  th e  v a ria b le s  th a t p re d ic te d  sex u a l
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a ttitu d e s  an d  se x u a l-r isk  ta k in g  a m o n g  th e  se x u a lly  a c tiv e  re sp o n d e n ts . T h is  iso la tio n  
a llo w s  u s  to  a sse ss  th e  p re d ic to rs  o f  th e  o u tc o m e  v a r ia b le s  fo r  m a le s  an d  fem ales  
sep a ra te ly . T h e  v a r ia b le s  o f  p a r tn e r ’s u n d e s ira b le  b e h a v io r  w e re  n o t in c lu d e d  in  th e  
a n a ly s is  b e c a u s e  o f  sk ip p e d  p a tte rn s  o n  th e se  v a r ia b le s  (o n ly  u n d e s ira b le  b e h a v io rs  o f  
th o se  re sp o n d e n ts  w h o  h a d  a  p a r tn e r  w e re  asked ).

T h e  th re e  m o d e ls  u se d  w e re  d e te rm in e d  b y  th e  c o n c e p tu a l m o d e l, w h ic h  is  d e sc rib e d  in  
C h a p te r  3. A  c o m p a r iso n  o f  th e  a b ility  o f  each  m o d e l to  ex p la in  th e  d e p e n d e n t v a riab les  
w a s  m a d e  b y  te s tin g  th e  d iffe re n ce  in  th e  v a lu e  o f  -2  L o g  L ik e lih o o d  a n d  C h i-S q u a re  
b e tw e e n  th e  tw o  m o d e ls  to  fin d  o u t w h e th e r  it w a s  s ig n ific an t. I f  it w a s  s ig n ifican t, 
w h e n  a d d in g  a d d itio n a l v a ria b le s  to  th e  p re v io u s  m o d e l, it w o u ld  p ro v id e  a  b e tte r  
e x p la n a tio n  o f  th e  da ta . T h e se  re su lts  w e re  p re se n te d  u s in g  th e  o d d s  ra tio , w h ic h  w as 
th e  ra tio  o f  th e  o d d s  n e v e r  h ad  sex  to  th e  o d d s  o f  e v e r  h a d  sex . In  re la tio n  to  th e  
c o n d o m  u se  at th e  la s t sex  en co u n te r, th e  o d d s  ra tio  o f  n o n  c o n d o m  u se  to  th e  o d d s  o f  
c o n d o m  u se  w a s  p re se n te d . S im ila r ly  fo r  th e  n u m b e r  o f  sex  p a r tn e rs  d u rin g  th e  la s t six  
m o th s , th e  o d d s  o f  s in g le  p a rtn e rs  to  th e  o d d s  o f  m u ltip le  sex  p a r tn e rs . F o r  sex u a l 
a ttitu d es , th e  u n -s ta n d a rd iz e d  re g re s s io n  c o e ffic ien t is  p re se n te d , w h ile  fo r  th e  ag e  a t 
f irs t s e x u a l in te rc o u rse , th e  o d d s  o f  th e  tim in g  o f  f irs t sex u a l in te rc o u rse  a re  sh o w n .

5.9.1 Associations between Factors Related to ‘Ever had Sex’
U sin g  M u ltip le  R e g re ss io n , w h ic h  w a s  ap p lied  to  th e  th re e  e a r lie r  m e n tio n e d  m o d e ls , 
p e rfo rm e d  th e  a n a ly s is  o f  fac to rs  th a t in flu en ce  ‘E v e r  h a d  S e x ’ a m o n g  re sp o n d en ts . 
T a b le  5 .6 0  sh o w s  th e  re su lt  o f  lo g is tic  re g re ss io n  a n a ly s is  fo r  e a c h  o f  th e  th re e  m o d e ls ’ 
d e p e n d e n t v a r ia b le , ‘E v e r  h ad  S e x ’ fo r m a le  an d  fem ale  re sp o n d e n ts . A n  o d d s  ra tio  
g re a te r  th a n  1, fo r a  p a r tic u la r  v a riab le , in d ica ted  th a t th e  re sp o n d e n ts  in  th a t c a te g o ry  
w e re  m o re  lik e ly  to  h av e  h ad  sex  th a n  th e  re sp o n d e n ts  in  th e  re fe re n c e  g ro u p . A n  od d s 
ra tio  le ss  th an  o n e , in d ica te s  th a t th e  re sp o n d e n ts  w e re  le ss  s e x u a lly  a c tiv e  in  
c o m p a riso n  w ith  th e  re fe re n c e  g ro u p , w h e rea s  an  o d d s  ra tio  o f  ‘o n e ’ in d ic a te s  no  
d iffe re n ce  in  th e  lik e lih o o d  o f  h a v in g  sex  in  c o m p a riso n  w ith  th e  re fe ren c e  ca teg o ry .
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Table 5.60: O d d s  R a tio s  fo r L o g is tic  R e g re ss io n  A n a ly s is  fo r R e sp o n d e n ts  R e p o rtin g  
E v e r  h ad  S ex

C h a r a c te r is t ic s  M a le  F em a le
M odel A M odel B M odel c  M odel A  M odel B M odel c  

O dds ratio O dds ratio O dds ratio  O dds ratio  O dds ratio  O dds ratio
Age group 

18-21 years old 
22-24 years old 

Education o f  youth 
Low  and m iddle 
H igh level education

C urrently  attending 
school
Enough incom e for 
expenses 
Sex education 
Parents
friends &  others 

Feeling lonely 
Less 
M ost

Feeling happy 
Less 
M ost

M other Education 
Prim ary & M iddle 
H igh level 

F a ther’s Education 
Prim  & M iddle 
H igh level

P aren t’s M arital status 
M arried
Separated/divorce 

Living place 
Fam ily 
Others

Fathers living w ith the 
sam e house 
M others living w ith 
the sam e house 
C urrently  m other’s 
working 
Fam ily size 
M other-respondent 
connectedness 
F ather-respondent 
connectedness 
M other-respondent 
general
com m unication

9Q1*** 
1.000

.281***
1.000

1:ะ .880
1.000

2.038** 2.003**

1.349 1.422

1.890
1.000

1.903
1.000

.643
1.000

.707
1.000

.686*
1.00

.610*
1.00

.845
1.000 1: III

.770
1.000 dll
1.132
1.000

1.176
1.000

.664
1.000

.592
1.000

.481 .491

1.429 1.577

1.380 1.375
.927 .923

.853

.946

.825

310***
1.000

.579*
1.000

1.145
1.000

1.552
1.000

1.584 1.787

1.396 .812

2.097
1.000

1.319
1.000

.801
1.000

.780
1.000

.433**
1.00

1.381
1.00

1: ร 1.392
1.000

.960
1.000

.816
1.000

1.645
1.000

.855
1.000

.615
1.000

1.147
1.000

.521 1.246

1.764 .837

1.865* .889
.958 1.068
.481

1.723

.956

.551* .435
1.000 1.000

1.566 1.614
1.000 1.000

2.164* 2.794

1.021 .937

1.712 3.206
1.000 1.000

.882 1.668
1.000 1.000

.785 .693
1.00 1.00

1.090 1.271
1.000 1.000

.886 .621
1.000 1.000

1.708 .828
1.000 1 ,000

1.389 1.244
1.000 1.000
1.035 .271

.885 3.367

.947 1.055
1.118 1.096

.519 .440

.476* 2.114

.617* 1.115
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Table 5.60: (C o n t.)  O d d s R a tio s  fo r L o g is tic  R e g re s s io n  A n a ly s is  fo r R e sp o n d e n ts
R e p o r tin g  E v e r  h ad  Sex

C h a r a c te r is t ic s M a le F e m a le
M odel A M odel B M odel C M odel A M odel B M odel C

O dds ratio Odds ratio O dds ratio O dds ratio O dds ratio Odds ratio
Father-respondent
general
com m unication

.916 .862 .845 .521

M other-respondent
sexual 1.046 1.014 1.622 1.959
com m unication 
F ather-respondent 
sexual
com m unication 
Perceived m other 
expectation 
regarding to sex 
Perceived father 
expectation 
regarding to sex 
Peer influence to have 
steady friends 
Peer influence to 
dating

1.062 1.130

.636

.673

.644

.789 .856

.359

1.706

.197*

1.042 1.846
Peer influence having 1.527 11.356***sex
Peer indicating 
having sex 1.168 1.360
D ating 1.851* .516
H aving
girls/boyffiends 1.688 11.249*
K issing 5.55*** 28.417***
Petting  upper body 3.336*** 5.251
Petting low er body 1.901* 1.403
C onstant 4.568 20.030 4.762 .104 17.887 .005
-2 L o g  lik e lih o o d 692.850 685.962 406.569 368.142 325.359 157.864
C h i-sq u a r e  M o d e l 80.309 87.201 366.591 19.982 62.765 230.260

[16] [21] [32] [15] [21] [32]
p- v a lu e .000 .000 .000 .173 .000 .000
P e rcen t C o r r e c t 65.4 66.85 85.5 81.5 83.7 92.3
N a h e lk e r k e  R 2 .178 .192 .641 .078 .242 .703
N 564 564 564 405 40 5 405

* Significant at p <.05 
** Significant at p<.01
*** Significant at p<.001 
[ท]- degree of freedom
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M a l e s .

M o d e l A  in c lu d e d  th e  c h a ra c te r is tic  o f  re sp o n d e n ts  an d  th e  b a c k g ro u n d  o f  p a ren ts . T h e  
re su lts  in d ic a te d  th a t th e  y o u n g e r  ag e  g ro u p  (c o m p a re d  to  th e  o ld e r  ag e  g ro u p ), 
c u rre n tly  a tte n d  sc h o o l an d  fe e lin g  less  h a p p y  w ith  th e ir  fa m ily  s ig n if ic a n tly  
in f lu e n c in g  th e  o d d s  o f  p re m a rita l sex u a l a c tiv ity . A s e x p e c te d , ag e  w as  th e  m o s t 
im p o rta n t p re d ic to r  o f  sex u a l e x p e rim e n ta tio n  a m o n g  b o y s . T h e  o d d s  o f  th e  y o u n g e r  
ag e  g ro u p  (1 8 -2 1 )  h a v in g  h ad  sex  w ere  a p p ro x im a te ly  70  p e rc e n t lo w e r th a n  th e  od d s 
o f  th e  o ld e r  a g e  g ro u p  (2 2 -2 4 ). T h e  re la tio n sh ip  b e tw e e n  ‘E v e r  H a d  S e x ’ a n d  a tten d in g  
sch o o l w a s  in  th e  p o s itiv e  d irec tio n . T h e  o d d s  o f  m a le  re sp o n d e n ts  c u r re n tly  a tten d in g  
sch o o l b e in g  se x u a lly  a c tiv e  w e re  2 .001  tim es  h ig h e r  th a n  th e  o d d s  o f  th o se  
re sp o n d e n ts  w h o  a re  c u rre n tly  n o t a tte n d  sch o o l. A n o th e r  v a r ia b le  th a t w a s  s ig n if ic a n tly  
a s so c ia te d  w ith  se x u a l e x p e rim e n ta tio n  am o n g  m a le s  is  fe e lin g  le ss  h ap p y . R e sp o n d e n ts  
w h o  w e re  fe e lin g  le ss  h a p p y  w ith  th e ir  fa m ily  h a v e  o d d s  o f  h a v in g  h a d  se x  32  p e rc e n t 
lo w e r th a n  th e  o d d s  o f  re sp o n d e n ts  w h o  fe lt m o s tly  h a p p y  w ith  th e  fam ily .

T h e  se c o n d  m o d e l (M o d e l-B ) ad d e d  th e  fa m ily  re la tio n sh ip  v a riab le s . T h e  a d d itio n  o f  
th e se  v a r ia b le s  d id  n o t c h a n g e  th e  d ire c tio n  o f  th e  a s so c ia tio n  b e tw e e n  th e  so c io 
d e m o g ra p h ic  b a c k g ro u n d s  o f  y o u th  an d  e v e r  h a d  sex . In  fac t th e  a sso c ia tio n s , 
s ta tis tic a lly , b e c a m e  e v e n  so m e w h a t s tro n g e r in  th e  case  o f  a g e  an d  h a p p in e ss  w ith  th e  
fam ily . A lth o u g h  th e  se c o n d  m o d e l, c o m p a re d  to  firs t m o d e l, s ig n if ic a n tly  in c re a se d  th e  
p re d ic tio n  o f  th e  d e p e n d e n t v a riab le , n o n e  o f  th e  ad d itio n a l v a r ia b le s  w a s  a  s ig n ific a n t 
p red ic to r.

In  th e  M o d e l c , p e rc e iv e d  ex p e c ta tio n s , p e e r  in f lu e n c e  an d  in tim a te  b e h a v io rs  w e re  
ad d ed  an d  a ll v a r ia b le s  c o n s id e re d  to g e th e r. T h e  re su lts  o f  th is  m o d e l sh o w ed  th a t 
y o u n g e r  ag e  g ro u p  (o d d s  ra tio  =  .3 1 0 * * * ) an d  fee lin g  le ss  h a p p y  (o d d s  ra tio  =  .4 3 3 * ) 
re m a in e d  n e g a tiv e ly  a s so c ia te d  w ith  ev e r h ad  sex ; w h e rea s  m o th e r ’s w o rk in g  s ta tu s 
(o d d s  ra tio  =  1 .682 ), d a tin g  (o d d s  ra tio  =  1 .851*), k is s in g  (o d d  ra tio  =  5 .5 5 0 * * * ), 
p e ttin g  u p p e r  p a r t  (o d d s  ra tio  =  3 .3 3 6 * * * ) an d  lo w er p a r t (O R = 1 .9 0 1 * )  h a d  a  p o s itiv e  
e ffec t o n  th e  o d d s  o f  en g a g in g  in  p rem arita l co itu s . T h e  in c lu s io n  o f  th e se  v a ria b le s  d id  
a tte n u a te  th e  a s so c ia tio n  b e tw e e n  so c io -d e m o g ra p h ic  b a c k g ro u n d  o f  y o u th  an d  sex u a l 
e x p e rien ce , w ith  th e  re la tio n sh ip  b e tw e e n  y o u th  c u rre n tly  a tte n d in g  sch o o l an d  e v e r had



216

sex  d isa p p e a rin g . A g e  an d  fe e lin g  less  h a p p y  w e re  s till in v e rse ly  a s so c ia te d  w ith  e v e r 
h ad  sex . T h e  in c lu s io n  o f  a ll v a r ia b le s  in  m o d e l c  a lso  re su lte d  in  th e  w o rk  s ta tu s  o f  th e  
m o th e r  b e c o m in g  a  p re d ic to r  o f  sex u a l b e h a v io r  o f  m a le  re sp o n d e n ts . W ith  m a le  
re sp o n d e n ts  w h o se  m o th e rs  w e re  w o rk in g  h a v in g  o d d s  o f  e v e r  h a d  sex  th a t  w e re  1.87 
tim e s  g re a te r  th a n  th e  o d d s  o f  e v e r  h ad  sex  fo r re sp o n d e n ts  w h o se  m o th e rs  w e re  n o t 
w o rk in g . T h e  c o m p a r iso n  o f  M o d e l B  and  c  su g g e s te d  th a t  th e  e ffe c t o f  m o th e r ’s 
o c c u p a tio n  o n  th e ir  s o n ’s e x p e rie n c e  o f  sex u a l in te rc o u rse  o p e ra te s , in  p a rt, o n  a ffec tin g  
th e  lik e lih o o d  o f  w h e th e r  o r  n o t th e ir  so n  en g ag es  in  in tim a te  b e h a v io rs  su c h  as k iss in g  
an d  p e ttin g .

F a c to rs  th a t  w e re  s ta tis tic a lly  s ig n if ic a n t in  th e  m u ltiv a r ia te  a n a ly s is  in  th e  fu ll m o d e l 
su ch  as  ag e , fe e lin g  le ss  h a p p y  w ith  th e  fam ily , p e e r  in f lu e n c e  to  h a v e  a  s te a d y  b o y /g ir l  
frien d , d if fe re n t s tag es  o f  sex u a l b e h a v io rs  w e re  a lso  s ta tis tic a lly  s ig n if ic a n t a t th e  b i
v a ria te  an a ly s is . H o w e v e r , o th e r  v a ria b le s  su c h  as  c u rre n tly  w o rk in g , fa th e rs  an d  
m o th e rs  l iv in g  w ith in  th e  sam e  h o u se , fe e lin g  lo n e ly  w ith in  th e  fam ily , m a in  so u rce  o f  
sex  ed u c a tio n , p e e r  in flu e n c e  (to  d a te , e v e r h a v e  sex  an d  b o y /g ir l  f r ie n d s  e x p re ssed  
d e s ire  to  h a v e  sex ), p a re n t-re sp o n d e n t co n n e c te d n e ss , c o m m u n ic a tio n  a b o u t g en e ra l 
an d  se x u a l is su e s , an d  p e rc e iv e d  p a re n ta l e x p e c ta tio n  re g a rd in g  se x u a li ty  th a t  w e re  
s ta tis tic a lly  s ig n if ic a n t a t th e  b i-v a r ia te  an a ly sis  lo s t th e ir  s ig n if ic a n c e  a f te r  c o n tro llin g  
fo r o th e r  fa c to rs  in  th e  m u ltiv a r ia te  a n a ly s is  in  th e  fu ll M o d e l c . T h e  re su lts  su g g es ted  
th a t th e  m a in  d e te rm in a n ts  o f  th e  e x p e rie n c e  o f  sex  a re  o th e r  in tim a te  b eh av io rs . 
A lth o u g h  th is  is  e x p ec ted , th e  re su lts  a lso  su g g es ted  th a t n e t o f  th e se  v a ria b le s , an d  th e  
n a tu ra l in c re a se  in  th e  lik e lih o o d  o f  s ex u a l e x p e rie n c e  w ith  ag e , th e  m o d e ls  u se d  in  th is  
an a ly s is  w e re  n o t v e ry  su c c e ss fu l in  p re d ic tin g  w h e th e r  a  m a le  y o u th  w ill ,  o r  w ill n o t, 
h av e  sex .

F e m a le s .
T h e  m o d e ls  w e re  so m e w h a t m o re  su ccessfu l in  p re d ic tin g  sex u a l in te rc o u rse  fo r fem ale  
re sp o n d e n ts . T h e  f irs t m o d e l, w h ic h  an a ly zes  th e  a s so c ia tio n  b e tw e e n  so c io 
d e m o g ra p h ic  c h a ra c te r is tic  o f  re sp o n d e n ts  and  th e ir  p a re n ts  sh o w ed  th a t re sp o n d e n ts  
w h o  a re  c u rre n tly  a tte n d in g  sch o o l h av e  od d s o f  e n g a g in g  in  se x u a l in te rc o u rse  th a t are 
ab o u t 2 .7  tim e s  h ig h e r th a n  th e  o d d s  fo r th o se  y o u th  w h o  a re  n o t c u rre n tly  a tten d in g
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sch o o l. T h is  v a r ia b le  w a s  a lso  s ig n if ic a n tly  re la te d  to  ‘E v e r  H a d  S e x ’ a t th e  b i-v a ria te  
an a ly sis . In  a d d itio n , y o u th  ag ed  18-21 y ea rs  h ad  o d d s  o f  e n g a g in g  in  p re m a rita l sex  
th a t a re  a b o u t 4 5 .8  p e rc e n t lo w er th an  th e  o d d s  o f  y o u th  at o ld e r  age. T h is  v a r ia b le  a lso  
w as s ta tis tic a lly  s ig n if ic a n t a t th e  b i-v a r ia te  an a ly sis .

T h e  se c o n d  m o d e l (M o d e l B ) sh o w ed  th e  e ffe c t o f  ag e , re m a in in g  s ta tis tic a lly  
s ig n if ic a n t a f te r  c o n tro llin g  fo r th e  p a re n ta l v a r ia b le s  and  th e  c o n n e c te d n e ss  b e tw e e n  
p a re n ts  an d  re sp o n d e n ts ; w h ile  th e  s ig n if ic a n t e ffe c t o f  sc h o o l e n ro llm e n t d isap p ea red . 
T h e  o d d s  o f  h a v in g  h a d  sex  fo r th e  ag e  g ro u p  18-21 y ears  w e re  44.1 p e rc e n t lo w e r th an  
th e  o d d s  fo r  th e  ag e  g ro u p  2 1 -2 4  y ears . F a th e r-  re sp o n d e n t c o n n e c te d n e ss  an d  m o th e r-  
re sp o n d e n t g e n e ra l c o m m u n ic a tio n  w ith  fem ale  re sp o n d e n ts  w e re  s ig n if ic a n t p red ic to rs . 
T h e  o d d s  o f  fem a le  re sp o n d e n ts  h a v in g  sex  w e re  d e c re a sed  b y  5 2 .4  p e rc e n t an d  39.1 
p e rc e n t w ith  each  u n it in c re a s in g  in  th e  sc a le  th a t m e a su re d  th e  e x te n t o f  fa th er- 
re sp o n d e n t c o n n e c te d n e ss  an d  m o th e r-re sp o n d e n t g en e ra l c o m m u n ic a tio n  re sp ec tiv e ly . 
T h ese  th re e  v a r ia b le s  (sc h o o l en ro llm e n t, fa th e r-re sp o n d en t c o n n e c te d n e ss  an d  m o th e r-  
re sp o n d e n t g e n e ra l c o m m u n ic a tio n  w e re  a lso  s ig n if ic a n tly  a s so c ia te d  w ith  e v e r  h ad  sex  
a t th e  b i-v a r ia te  level.

M o d e l B is a  m u c h  b e t te r  p re d ic to r  o f  w h e th e r  a  fem ale  re sp o n d e n ts  ‘E v e r  H ad  S e x ’ 
th a n  m o d e l A . T h e  p se u d o  R -sq u a re d  in c rea se s  f ro m  .078 in  m o d e l A  to  .24  in  m o d e l B. 
T h e  in c re a se  is s ig n ific a n t. T h e  la rg e  in c rea se  is d u e  a lm o st e n tire ly  to  th e  a m o u n t o f  
c o m m u n ic a tio n  b e tw e e n  fa th e rs -re sp o n d en t c o n n e c te d n e ss  a n d  m o th e rs -re sp o n d e n t 
d isc u ss io n  o n  g en e ra l is su e s  (ra th e r th an  sex u a l issu es). T h e  m o re  m o th e rs , fa th e rs  an d  
d a u g h te rs  c o m m u n ic a te  th e  m u c h  le ss  lik e ly  th a t d a u g h te rs  w ill h a v e  h a d  sex .

In  M o d e l c  th e  e ffe c ts  o f  ag e  an d  sch o o l a tte n d a n c e  lo st th e ir  s ig n if ic a n t as  p re d ic to r  o f  
e v e r h a v in g  h a d  sex  a f te r  c o n tro llin g  fo r p e e r  v a riab le s  a n d  m e a su re s  o f  in tim a te  
b eh av io r. T h is  re la tio n sh ip  is n o t a sso c ia ted  w ith  fam ily  in flu e n c e s , p e e r  in flu e n c e s , o r  
e x p e rie n c e  w ith  o th e r  in tim a te  b e h a v io rs  as th e se  v a riab le s  a re  c o n tro lle d  in  m o d e ls  B 
an d  c.
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It is su rp r is in g  th a t u n lik e  w h a t th e  m a le  d a ta  rev ea led , c u rre n tly  h a v in g  fr ien d s  and  
p e e r  in f lu e n c e  w h ic h  w e re  th e  s tro n g  p re d ic to rs  o f  ‘E v e r  H ad  S e x ’. A m o n g  th e  p e e r  
in f lu e n c e  v a r ia b le s , c u rre n tly  h a v in g  b o y /g ir l frien d s  an d  p e e r  in f lu e n c e  to  h a v e  h a v in g  
sex  w e re  s tro n g ly  p o s itiv e ly  re la te d  to  e v e r  h av e  sex . T h e  o d d s  o f  e v e r  h a d  sex  in  a 
s itu a tio n  w h e re  th e re  is p e e r  in flu en ce  to  h av e  sex  is  a p p ro x im a te ly  1 1 .336  tim es 
g re a te r  th a n  w h e re  th e re  is  no  p e e r  in f lu e n c e  to  h a v e  sex . T h e  o th e r  p e e r  in f lu e n c e  
fa c to r is p e e r  in flu e n c e  to  h av e  s te a d y  b o y /g ir l fr ien d s , w h ic h  e x h ib it th e  n e g a tiv e  e ffec t 
o n  e v e r  h ad  sex . T h e  o d d s  o f  y o u th  w h o  rece iv ed  in f lu e n c e  h a v in g  s te a d y  b o y /g ir l 
frien d s  w e re  8 2 .6  p e rc e n t le ss  lik e ly  to  en g ag e  in  p re m a rita l se x u a l a c tiv ity  c o m p a re d  to  
th o se  y o u th  w h o  d id  no t. It is in te re s tin g  th a t p e e r  in f lu e n c e s  o n  fe m a le  re sp o n d e n ts  
h a v in g  sex u a l in te rc o u rse  a re  m u c h  g re a te r  th a n  o n  m a le  re sp o n d e n ts .

T h e  in tim a te  re la tio n sh ip s  w e re  fo u n d  to  b e  s ig n if ic a n tly  re la te d  to  e v e r  h a d  sex  a m o n g  
fe m a le  re sp o n d e n ts . F o r in s tan ce , am o n g  th e  d iffe re n t s tag es  o f  s e x u a l b e h a v io r, o n ly  
k is s in g  w as  s ta tis tic a lly  a s so c ia te d  w ith  e v e r h ad  sex  in  th e  m u ltiv a r ia te  a n a ly s is  as  w e ll 
as  in  th e  b i-v a r ia te  an a ly sis . T h e  o d d s  o f  ‘E v e r H ad  S e x ’ o f  y o u th  w h o  k is se d  w e re  
2 8 .4 1 7 * * *  tim e s  th a n  fem ale  y o u th  w h o  d id  n o t k issed . O th e r  v a r ia b le s  su c h  as p e ttin g  
u p p e r  p a r t an d  lo w e r p a rt o f  th e  b o d y  w ere  n o t s ig n if ic a n t in  th e  fu ll M o d e l.

T h e  p a re n t- re sp o n d e n t in te ra c tio n  v a riab le s  fo r fe m a le  re sp o n d e n ts  lo s t th e ir  
s ig n if ic a n c e  a f te r  c o n tro llin g  fo r o th e r v a riab les . T h is  is an  e x tre m e ly  im p o rta n t fin d in g . 
R a th e r  th a n  su g g e s tin g  th a t fa th e r-d au g h te r  c o n n e c te d n e ss  an d  m o th e r-d a u g h te r  
c o m m u n ic a tio n  is n o t im p o rta n t in  a ffec tin g  w h e th e r  a  fe m a le  a d o le sc e n t h as  sex , it 
su g g e s ts  th a t th e  e ffec t is in d irec t.

H ig h e r  lev e l o f  c o n n e c te d n e ss  b e tw e e n  fa th e r an d  d a u g h te r  an d  c o m m u n ic a tio n  
b e tw e e n  m o th e r  an d  d a u g h te r  in  g en e ra l can  red u ce  th e  lik e lih o o d  th an  a  y o u n g  fem ale  
w ill en g ag e  in  in tim a te  b e h a v io rs , e sp e c ia lly  k iss in g , an d  h e n c e  m a k e  it le ss  lik e ly  th a t 
th ey  w ill en g ag e  in  sex u a l in te rco u rse .

O th e r  v a ria b le s  su ch  as  re sp o n d e n ts ’ e d u c a tio n  lev e l, an d  su ff ic ie n t in co m e  for 
ex p en ses , fe e lin g  h a p p in e ss  w ith in  th e  fam ily , m a in  so u rce  o f  sex  ed u ca tio n , p ee r
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in f lu e n c e  to  go  o u t, p a r tn e rs  e v e r  e x p re ss in g  d e s ire  to  h a v e  sex , o th e r  s tag es  o f  sex u a l 
b e h a v io r , h ig h  lev e l o f  p a re n t-d a u g h te r  c o n n e c te d n e ss , h ig h  lev e l o f  p a re n t-d a u g h te r  
c o m m u n ic a tio n  ab o u t g en e ra l issu es , an d  p e rc e iv e d  p a re n ta l e x p e c ta tio n  re g a rd in g  
se x u a li ty  w e re  in v e rse ly  a s so c ia te d  w ith  ‘E v e r  H ad  S e x ’ in  th e  b i-v a r ia te  an a ly s is , b u t 
lo s t th e ir  s ig n if ic a n c e  a fte r  c o n tro llin g  fo r o th e r  v a riab les .

O v e ra ll, th e  p re d ic to rs  o f  p re m a rita l sex u a l in te rc o u rse  fo r m a le  an d  fe m a le  re sp o n d e n ts  
w e re  d iffe re n t. F o r  m a le s , th e  in d iv id u a l (ag e ) an d  p a re n t’s c h a ra c te r is tic s  (c u rre n tly  
m o th e r ’s w o rk in g  s ta tu s)  an d  in tim a te  re la tio n sh ip  (p e ttin g  u p p e r  an d  lo w e r p a rt o f  th e  
b o d y )  w e re  m o re  lik e ly  to  in f lu e n c e  o n  re sp o n d e n ts ’ s e x u a l b e h a v io r. F o r  fem a le s , th e  
in d iv id u a l c h a ra c te r is tic  (ag e , c u rre n tly  a tte n d in g  sch o o l) , c u rre n tly  h a v in g  b o y /g ir l 
frien d s , p e e r  in f lu e n c e  (to  h a v e  s te a d y  frien d s  an d  to  h a v e  se x ), an d  in tim a te  
re la tio n sh ip  (k iss in g )  h a v e  m o re  in f lu e n c e  o n  re sp o n d e n ts ’ re p o r tin g  e n g a g in g  in  
p re m a rita l s e x u a l e x p e rien ced . T h e  fu ll M o d e l p ro v id e d  th e  b e s t e x p la n a tio n  o f  m a le  
an d  fe m a le  re s p o n d e n ts ’ sex u a l b eh av io rs . In  o th e r  w o rd s , m a le s  w e re  m o re  lik e ly  to  
b e  in f lu e n c e d  b y  th e  m o th e r ’s w o rk in g  s ta tu s  an d  e x p o su re  to  d iffe re n t s tag es  o f  sex u a l 
b e h a v io rs , w h ic h  le ad s  to  en g a g in g  in  p re m a rita l sex u a l a c tiv itie s ; w h ile  fem a le s  a re  
m o re  lik e ly  to  b e  in f lu e n c e d  b y  p e e r  in flu en ce , an d  in tim a te  re la tio n sh ip  (k iss in g ).

5.9.2 Cox Hazards Regression Models on the Reporting o f Timing of First 
Sexual Intercourse

T h e  C o x  H a z a rd  R e g re s s io n  M o d e ls  o f  th e  fac to rs  c o rre la ted  w ith  th e  ‘T im in g  o f  F irs t 
S e x u a l In te rc o u rse ’ a re  d isp la y e d  in  T a b le  5 .61 . In  th e  su rv iv a l a n a ly s is , th e  d e p e n d e n t 
v a r ia b le  w as  ‘A g e  a t F irs t S ex . F o r th o se  w h o  h ad  n o t y e t b e e n  se x u a lly  a c tiv e  a t th e  
tim e  o f  th e  in te rv ie w , th e  d e p e n d e n t v a r ia b le  w a s  th e ir  ‘A g e  a t th e  D a te  o f  In te rv ie w ’. 
T h e se  c a se s  w e re  tre a ted  as c e n so re d  in  th e  an a ly sis . T h e  o d d s  ra tio s  o f  th e  tim in g  o f  
firs t sex u a l in te rc o u rse  th a t  a re  sh o w n  in  th e  T a b le  in d ic a tin g  th e  re la tiv e  r isk  o f  sex u a l 
in te rc o u rse  o c c u rr in g  at each  ag e  g iv en  an  in c rea se  in  1 u n it in  a  sp e c if ie d  in d e p e n d e n t 
v a riab le . I f  th e  in d e p e n d e n t v a ria b le  w as a  c a te g o ric a l v a ria b le  th e  o d d s  ra tio  in d ica te s  
th e  d iffe re n c e  in  th e  o d d s  b e tw e e n  th o se  w ith  th e  sp e c if ie d  c h a ra c te r is tic s  c o m p a re d  to  
th o se  w ith o u t th e  sp e c if ie d  ch a ra c te ris tic . F o r th e  tim in g  o f  ag e  a t firs t sex u a l 
in te rco u rse , se p a ra te  item s o f  m o th e rs  an d  fa th e r’s d isc u ss io n  a b o u t w h en  to  sta rt 
h av in g  sex  a re  in c lu d ed . M o d e ls  a re  e s tim a ted  se p a ra te ly  fo r m a le s  an d  fem ales
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M o d e l A , w h ic h  in c lu d e s  so c io -d e m o g ra p h ic  b a c k g ro u n d  o f  re sp o n d e n ts  an d  th e ir  
p a re n ts , s ig n if ic a n tly  e x p la in s  th e  tim in g  o f  sex u a l in te rc o u rse  a t p - le v e l .05 (p - 
v a lu e  .023 ). T h e  re su lts  in d ic a te  th a t ed u c a tio n , su ff ic ie n t in c o m e  fo r  e x p e n se s  and  
fa m ily  s iz e  w e re  s ta tis tic a lly  s ig n if ic a n t re la te d  to  th e  tim in g  o f  f irs t co itu s . S u ffic ien t 
in c o m e  fo r  e x p e n se s  w a s  a lso  s ta tis tic a lly  s ig n if ic a n t in  th e  b i-v a r ia te  an a ly s is . T h e  
o d d s  o f  b o y s  in itia tin g  sex  at a n y  ag e  d ec lin e s  b y  5 .9  p e rc e n t w ith  e a c h  in c re a se  o n  o n e  
p e rso n  in  th e  fa m ily  size. N e ith e r  th e  lev e l o f  e d u c a tio n  o f  re sp o n d e n ts  an d  fa m ily  s ize  
w e re  s ig n if ic a n tly  a sso c ia te d  w ith  th e  ag e  o f  firs t sex u a l in te rc o u rse  a t th e  b i-v a ria te  
an a ly s is . A s  e x p e c te d , lo w e r ed u c a tio n  is a sso c ia te d  w ith  e a r lie r  in itia tio n  o f  f irs t sex  
fo r bo y s.

T h e  se c o n d  m o d e l B , a d d ed  th e  fam ily  re la tio n sh ip  v a riab le s . T h e  a d d itio n  o f  th e se  
v a r ia b le s  ad d s  s ig n if ic a n tly  to  th e  e x p la n a to ry  p o w e r  o f  th e  m o d e l, th e  c h a n g e  b e tw e e n  
m o d e ls  A  an d  B  is  s ta tis tic a lly  s ig n ific a n t (p -v a lu e .0 1 5 ) , an d  th e  o v e ra ll  m o d e l is 
s ta t is t ic a lly  s ig n if ic a n t at a  lev e l o f  s ig n ific a n c e  o f  .01 . T h e  e ffe c t o f  r e s p o n d e n t’s 
e d u c a tio n , e n o u g h  in co m e  fo r e x p en ses  an d  fam ily  s iz e  b e c o m e s  s tro n g e r  w h e n  fa m ily  
p ro c e ss  v a r ia b le s  a re  e n te re d  in to  m o d e l B. T h o se  b o y s  w ith  lo w e r ed u c a tio n , and  
su ff ic ie n t in c o m e  fo r e x p e n se s  h ad  h ig h e r  o d d s , a t e a c h  age , o f  h a v in g  f irs t sex  
c o m p a re d  to  b o y s  w h o  d id  n o t h av e  h ig h  e d u c a tio n  an d  no  su ff ic ie n t in c o m e  fo r 
e x p e n se s . T h is  su g g es ts  th e  im p o rtan ce , fo r b o y s , o f  lo w e r e d u c a tio n a l lev e l an d  
f in a n c ia l in d e p e n d e n c e  in  in itia tin g  sex . H o w ev e r, th e  a s so c ia tio n  b e tw e e n  fa m ily  s ize  
an d  th e  tim in g  o f  firs t sex u a l in te rc o u rse  b eco m es  w e a k e r  c o m p a re d  to  th e  m o d e l A .

T h e  p a re n t-re sp o n d e n t in te ra c tio n  v a riab le s , su ch  as fa th e r-re sp o n d en t c o n n e c te d n e ss  
w e re  n e g a tiv e ly  a sso c ia te d  w ith  th e  tim in g  o f  first sex u a l in te rco u rse . T h e  o d d s  o f  
re sp o n d e n ts  w h o  h a d  h ig h  c o n n e c te d n e ss  to  fa th e rs  in itia tin g  firs t se x u a l in te rc o u rse  at 
each  a g e  w e re  24  p e rc e n t lo w e r th an  th e  o d d s  o f  b o y s  w h o  h a d  a  low  lev e l o f  
c o n n e c te d n e ss  w ith  fa thers . T h e  fa th e r-re sp o n d en t c o n n e c te d n e ss  w a s  n o t s ta tis tic a lly  
s ig n if ic a n t at th e  b i-v a ria te  an a ly sis .

In ad d itio n , th e re  w e re  s ta tis tic a lly  s ig n ific a n t re la tio n sh ip s  fo r m o th e r-re sp o n d e n t 
sex u a l c o m m u n ic a tio n  and  m o th e r-re sp o n d e n t d isc u ss io n  o n  w h e n  to  s ta rt h av in g  sex
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w ith  th e  t im in g  o f  f irs t sex u a l in te rco u rse . T h e  o d d s  o f  m a le  re sp o n d e n ts  w h o  
c o m m u n ic a te d  w ith  m o th e rs  ab o u t s e x u a l issu es  in itia tin g  th e  t im in g  o f  f irs t sex u a l 
in te rc o u rse  a t each  ag e  w e re  1.3 tim e s  th a t o f  m a le  re sp o n d e n ts  w h o  d id  n o t 
c o m m u n ic a te  w ith  m o th e rs  ab o u t sex u a l issu es. H o w e v e r, th e  o d d s  o f  m a le  re sp o n d e n ts  
w h o  re p o rte d  d isc u ss in g  w ith  m o th e rs  ab o u t w h e n  to  s ta r t h a v in g  sex , h a d  o d d s  o f  
in itia tin g  f irs t se x u a l in te rc o u rse  at each  ag e  th a t w e re  2 4 .8  p e rc e n t lo w e r th a n  th e  od d s 
o f  re sp o n d e n ts  w h o  d id  n o t d iscu ss  w ith  m o th e rs  w h e n  to  s ta r t h a v in g  sex . In  th e  b i
v a r ia te  an a ly s is , m o th e rs ’ an d  fa th e rs ’ d isc u ss io n  w ith  m a le  re sp o n d e n ts  a b o u t w h e n  to  
s ta rt h a v in g  se x  w e re  n o t s ig n if ic a n tly  re la te d  to  th e  t im in g  o f  s e x u a l d eb u t.

In  M o d e l c , p e rc e iv e d  p a re n ta l e x p ec ta tio n , in tim a te  re la tio n sh ip s  a n d  p e e r  in flu en ce  
v a r ia b le s  w e re  in c lu d ed . T h e re  w as  a  little  ch an g e  in  th e  e x p la n a to ry  p o w e r  o f  M o d e ls  
B  an d  c  an d  n o n e  o f  th e  ad d ed  v a riab le s  w e re  s ig n if ic a n t p re d ic to rs  o f  th e  t im in g  o f  
firs t in te rco u rse . F u rth e rm o re , th e  in c lu s io n  o f  th e se  v a r ia b le s  d id  n o t a ffe c t th e  
a sso c ia tio n  b e tw e e n  re sp o n d e n t’s e d u ca tio n , su ff ic ie n t in c o m e  fo r e x p e n se s , m o th e r-  
re sp o n d e n t s e x u a l co m m u n ic a tio n , m o th e r-re sp o n d e n t c o m m u n ic a tio n  w h e n  s ta rt 
h a v in g  sex  an d  th e  t im in g  o f  th e ir  f irs t sex u a l in te rco u rse . H o w e v e r , it a ffe c te d  th e  
re la tio n sh ip  b e tw e e n  fa m ily  size , fa th e r-re sp o n d en t c o n n e c te d n e ss  an d  th e  t im in g  o f  
f irs t sex u a l in te rco u rse , w h ic h  lo s t th e ir  s ig n ific a n c e  as  p re d ic to r  o f  th e  t im in g  o f  first 
s e x u a l in te rco u rse . T h is  su g g e s te d  th a t th e  e ffe c t o f  fa th e r-so n  c o n n e c te d n e ss  is  in d irec t 
th ro u g h  m o th e r-so n  sex u a l c o m m u n ic a tio n  an d  d isc u ss io n  w h e n  s ta rt h a v in g  sex . A lso , 
c u rre n tly  a tte n d in g  sch o o l b e c o m e s  s ta tis tic a lly  s ig n if ic a n t in  th e  fu ll m o d e l, a f te r  
c o n tro llin g  fo r  p e rc e iv e d  p a re n ta l e x p ec ta tio n , in tim a te  re la tio n sh ip  an d  p e e r  in flu en ces . 
In  th e  b i-v a r ia te  an a ly s is , th is  v a riab le  w a s  n o t s ta tis tic a lly  s ig n if ic a n t re la te d  to  the  
t im in g  o f  f irs t sex u a l in te rco u rse .

F ro m  M o d e l c , it can  b e  seen  th a t m o th e r-re sp o n d e n t sex u a l c o m m u n ic a tio n  fo r m a les  
w a s  p o s it iv e ly  a sso c ia te d  w ith  th e  tim in g  o f  first s e x u a l in te rc o u rse  (o d d s  ra tio —1.312); 
h o w e v e r, re sp o n d e n ts  w h o  rep o rted  h ig h e r  lev e ls  o f  c o m m u n ic a tio n  w ith  th e ir  m o th e rs  
ab o u t w h e n  to  s ta rt h a v in g  sex  w ere  m o re  lik e ly  to  in itia te  firs t sex u a l in te rc o u rse  a t a 
la te  ag e  c o m p a re d  to  th o se  w h o  re p o rte d  lo w e r level o f  c o m m u n ic a tio n  w ith  m o th ers  
(O R = .7 4 5 * ). T h is  su g g e s te d  th a t it is n o t ju s t  c o m m u n ic a tio n  a b o u t sex  w ith  m o th e rs
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th a t m a y  a ffe c t d e c is io n s  ab o u t w h e n  to  h av e  sex u a l in te rco u rse , ra th e r  it is th e  co n ten t 
o f  th a t c o m m u n ic a tio n  th a t m a y  b e  im p o rtan t. In  fact, c o m m u n ic a tio n  ab o u t sex  w ith  
th e ir  m o th e r  m a y  b e  a  re su lt o f  b o y s  w h o  h av e  in itia ted  sex  b e in g  m o re  o p e n  ab o u t th is  
to p ic  w ith  th e ir  m o th e rs . O n  th e  o th e r  h an d , i f  th e y  ta lk  ab o u t w h e n  it is  ap p ro p ria te  to  
h av e  sex  th e n  th is  c a n  ac t to  d e la y  th e ir  age o f  sex u a l d ebu t.

In th e  b i-v a r ia te  an a ly s is , th e  m o th e r-so n  c o m m u n ic a tio n  o n  se x u a l m a tte rs  w as  
a s so c ia te d  w ith  la te  ag e  o f  firs t sex u a l in te rc o u rse  in  b oys. O n e  p o ss ib le  e x p la n a tio n  for 
th e  sw itc h  in  th e  d ire c tio n  o f  th e  re la tio n sh ip  b e tw e e n  th e  b i-v a r ia te  an d  m u ltiv a ria te  
an a ly s is , is  th a t th e re  w as a  c o n fo u n d in g  re la tio n sh ip  b e tw e e n  m o th e r-so n  
c o m m u n ic a tio n  o n  sex u a l m a tte rs  and  m o th e r-so n  c o m m u n ic a tio n  a b o u t w h en  to  
in itia te  sex , an d  c o n tro llin g  th e  e ffe c ts  o f  m o th e r-so n  d isc u ss io n  o n  w h e n  to  in itia te  sex , 
b rin g s  o u t th e  n e g a tiv e  re la tio n sh ip  b e tw e e n  m o th e r-so n  c o m m u n ic a tio n  ab o u t sex u a l 
m a tte rs  an d  tim in g  o f  firs t sex u a l in te rco u rse .

In  c o m p a riso n  to  th e  m u ltiv a r ia te  an a ly sis , o th e r  fac to rs  s ig n if ic a n t a t th e  b i-v a ria te  
lev e l su c h  as  c u rre n t w o rk in g  s ta tu s  w e re  n o t s ta tis tic a lly  s ig n if ic a n t in  th e  m u ltiv a r ia te  
an a ly sis  in  th e  p re se n c e  o f  all o th e r v a riab le s  in  th e  F u ll M o d e l, th e se  v a riab le s , and  
O v e ra ll, th e  re su lts  su g g es ted  th a t th e  n a tu ra l in c re a se  in  th e  lik e lih o o d  o f  th e  tim in g  o f  
firs t se x u a l in te rco u rse , th e  m o d e ls  u sed  in  th is  an a ly s is  w e re  s ta tis tic a lly  ab le  to  
e x p la in  th e  p o ss ib il i ty  o f  th e  t im in g  o f  first sex u a l in te rc o u rse  a m o n g  y o u n g  m ales.

In  to ta l, 4 05  fe m a le  q u e s tio n n a ire s  w ere  av a ila b le  fo r th e  m u ltiv a r ia te  an a ly sis . In  
M o d e l A  n e ith e r  th e  m o d e l B , th e  so c io -d e m o g ra p h ic  c h a ra c te r is tic  o f  re sp o n d e n ts  and  
th e ir  p a re n ts , w e re  s ta tis tic a lly  s ig n ific an t p re d ic to rs  o f  th e  t im in g  o f  firs t in te rco u rse . 
W h en  a d d in g  fa m ily  re la tio n sh ip  v a riab les  su c h  as p a re n t-re sp o n d e n t co n n e c te d n e ss , 
g en e ra l an d  se x u a l c o m m u n ic a tio n  an d  sp ec ific  sex u a l c o m m u n ic a tio n  w h e n  to  s ta rt 
h a v in g  sex  to  th e  M o d e l B , th e  o v e ra ll M o d e l B  w as n o t s ig n if ic a n t (p -v a lu e  .419). 
M o reo v e r, n o n e  o f  th e  fam ily  p ro cess  v a riab les  in  M o d e l B w ere  s ta tis tic a lly  s ig n ific a n t 
as p re d ic to rs  o f  th e  tim in g  o f  f irs t sex u a l in te rco u rse  fo r fem ales.
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In  M o d e l c , p e rc e iv e d  p a re n ta l ex p ec ta tio n  re g a rd in g  se x u a lity , p e e r  in flu e n c e s  and  
in tim a te  re la tio n s  an d  u n d e s ira b le  p a r tn e r’s b e h a v io rs  w e re  in c lu d e d  in  M o d e l c. T h e  
M o d e l is n o t s ta tis tic a lly  s ig n ific a n t (p -v a lu e .0 9 9 ). F in d in g s  re v e a le d  th a t p e e r  
in f lu e n c e  to  h a v e  sex  and  k is s in g  h av e  a  d ire c t e ffec t o n  th e  in itia tio n  o f  th e ir  f irs t 
sex u a l in te rc o u rse  fo r  fem a le  re sp o n d e n ts  a fte r  c o n tro llin g  fo r p e e r  v a r ia b le s  an d  
m e a su re s  o f  in tim a te  b eh av io r. T h e  re sp o n d e n ts  w h o  re p o rte d  fr ie n d s  e n c o u ra g in g  th em  
h a v in g  sex  a n d  k is s in g  in itia tin g  th e  tim in g  o f  f irs t sex u a l in te rc o u rse  a t e a c h  ag e  w e re  
1.778 an d  1.371 tim e s  th a t o f  th e  re sp o n d e n ts  d id  n o t g e t in f lu e n c e  fro m  p e e rs  an d  
k is s in g  re sp e c tiv e ly . P e e r  in flu en ce  o n  h a v in g  sex  w a s  a lso  s ta tis tic a lly  re la te d  to  th e  
‘A g e  a t F irs t S e x u a l D e b u t’ in  th e  b i-v a r ia te  an a ly sis . A n o th e r  fac to r, s ig n if ic a n t in  th e  
b i-v a r ia te  a n a ly s is , n a m e ly  y o u th  ed u ca tio n  level, w as  n o  lo n g e r  a  s ig n if ic a n t p re d ic to r  
o f  th e  t im in g  o f  s e x u a l in itia tio n  am o n g  fem ale  w ith in  th e  m u ltiv a r ia te  a n a ly s is  in  th e  
F u ll M o d e l a f te r  c o n tro llin g  fo r o th e r v a riab les .

In  c o n c lu s io n , n o n e  o f  th e  th re e  M o d e ls  h ad  a  s ta tis tic a lly  s ig n if ic a n t fit w ith  th e  d a ta  
fo r fem a le s . D a ta  w e re  su ita b le  to  ex p la in  th e  p re d ic to rs  o f  th e  t im in g  o f  f irs t sex u a l 
in te rc o u rse  fo r m a le , b u t n o t fo r  fem ales. T h e  p re d ic to r  o f  th e  tim in g  o f  firs t sex u a l 
in te rc o u rse  in  th e  F u ll M o d e l fo r m a le s  w a s  ed u ca tio n , c u rre n tly  a tte n d in g  sch o o l, 
su ff ic ie n t in c o m e  fo r ex p en ses ; m o th e r-re sp o n d e n t sex u a l c o m m u n ic a tio n  an d  m o th e r-  
re sp o n d e n t d isc u ss io n  ab o u t w h e n  to  s ta rt h a v in g  sex ; w h ile  fo r  fem a le  re sp o n d e n ts  th e  
p re d ic to rs  o f  t im in g  o f  firs t c o itu s  w as p ee r in flu en ce  o n  h a v in g  sex  an d  k iss in g . T h e  
v a r ia b le s  th a t h a v e  b e e n  fo u n d  to  b e  s ig n ific an t a t th e  b i-v a r ia te  a n a ly s is  su c h  as frien d s  
e n c o u ra g in g  h a v in g  sex  re ta in ed  th e ir  s ig n ific a n c e  a f te r  c o n tro llin g  fo r co n fo u n d in g  
v a riab les .
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T ab le 5.61: C o x  H a z a rd s  R e g re ss io n  o f  th e  R e p o rtin g  o f  A g e  at F irs t S ex u a l 
In te rc o u rse

Characteristics Male Female
Model A Model B Model c Model A Model B Model c

Odds ratio Odds ratio Odds ratio Odds ratio Odds ratio Odds ratio
Respondents’
education

Primary & 
Middle 1.343** 1.377** 1.397** 1.232 1.227 1.207
High level 1.000 1.000 1.000 1.000 1.000 1.000

Attending school .847 .829 .816* .873 .858 .840
Sufficient income 
Sex education

1.226* 1.285* 1.254* 1.130 1.154 1.124
Parents 1 . 1 1 2 1.238 1.224 1.178 1.246 1.229
Friends, school, 
media

1.000 1.000 1.000 1.000 1.000 1.000
Feeling lonely

Less .970 1.041 1.072 .963 .984 1.022

Most 1.000 1.000 1.000 1.000 1.000 1.000
Feeling happy

Less .926 .887 .894 1 .10 1 1.018 1.035
Most

Mother’s
education

1.000 1.000 1.000 1.000 1.000 1.000

Primary & .927 .941 .968 1 .0 12 .988 1.032
Middle 
High level

1 000 1.000 1.000 1.000 1.000 1.000
Father’s education

Primary & 
Middle .967 .961 .949 1 .12 0 1.125 1.105
High level 

Parent’s marital
1.000 1.000 1.000 1.000 1.000 1.000

status
Married 1.050 1.116 1.140 1.367 1.404 1.403
Others

Living
arrangement

1.000 1.000 1 000 1.000 1.000 1.000

Family 1.087 .992 1.018 .796 .747 .709
Others 1.000 1.000 1.000 1.000 1.000 1.000

Father living with 
the same house

.613 .656 .690 1.055 1.059 1.062
Mother living with 
the same house

1.390 1.465 1.435 1.131 1.205 1.269
Currently mother’s 
working

1 . 1 1 2 1.136 1.152 1.077 1.088 1.150
Family size 94] ** .950* .959 .967 .968 .954
Mother-respondent
closeness

1.024 .991 .953 .947
Father-respondent .760* .808 .875 .954closeness
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Table 5.61: (Cont.) Cox Hazards Regression of the Reporting of Age at First Sexual
In te rc o u rse

Characteristics Male Female
Model A Model B Model c Model A Model B Model c

Odds ratio Odds ratio Odds ratio Odds ratio Odds ratio Odds ratio
Mother-general
communication .892 .910 .877 .936
Father-general
communication 1.098 1.084 1.055 1.010

Mother-respondent
sexual
communication

1.292* 1.312* .992 .946
Father-respondent
sexual .950 .987 1.007 1.032
communication 
Mother-respondent 
discussed when .752* .745* 1.018 1.141
start having sex 
Father-respondent 
discussed when .930 .874 1.289 1.179
start having sex 
Father expectation 
towards sex 
Mother

.894 1.139

expectation 
towards sex

1.016 .958
Having friends 
Peer influence 
having steady 
friends
Peer influence to 
dating
Peer influence

1.021

.925

1.157

.948

.947

.914

encouraging 
having sex 
Peer indicating 
desire having sex 
Dating 
Kissing
Upper part of body 
Lower part of 
body

.980

.980

1.778**

.963
.989

1.257
1.236
.969

1.083
1.371*

.977

.958
-2 Log likelihood 6234.710 6215.718 6186.957 4228.424 4219.648 4201.180
Chi-square Model 26.429 45.161 73.549 13.746 22.701 43.778
Degree of freedom [14] [2 2 ] [33] [14] [2 2 ] [33]

p value .023 .003 .000 .469 .419 .099
N 564 564 564 405 405 405

** Significant at p<01 
*** Significant at p<.001 
[ท] -  degree of freedom
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5.9.3 Associations between Factors Related to Condom Use during Last 
Sexual Intercourse

T a b le  5 .6 2  p re se n ts  th e  lo g is tic  re g re ss io n  re su lts  o n  c o n d o m  u se  d u rin g  th e  la s t sex u a l 
in te rc o u rse  fo r m a les . O n ly  th e  m a le  re sp o n d e n ts  w e re  in c lu d e d  in  th e  a n a ly s is  d u e  to  
th e  sm a ll n u m b e r  fem a le  re sp o n d e n ts  w h o  h ad  en g a g e d  in  th e  se x u a l in te rc o u rse  d u rin g  
th e  six  m o n th s  p r io r  to  th e  in te rv iew . F o r  c o n d o m  u se  a t la s t sex u a l in te rco u rse , 
s e p a ra te  item s o f  m o th e rs  an d  fa th e r ’s d isc u ss io n  ab o u t w h e n  to  s ta rt h a v in g  sex  w ere  
a lso  in c lu d ed .

Table 5 .6 2 : O d d s  R a tio s  fro m  L o g is tic  R e g re ss io n  fo r C o n d o m  U se  a t th e  L a s t S ex u a l 
In te rc o u rse  d u rin g  th e  L ast S ix  M o n th s  P r io r  th e  S u rv e y  o n  M a le
Respondents

Characteristics Model A Model B Model c
Odds ratio Odds ratio Odds ratio

Age group 
18-21 years old 1.062 1.332 1.286
22-24 years old 

Education of respondent 
Primary & Middle .555 .610 .814
High level 

Attending school .726 .867 .868
Enough income for expenses 1.541 1.407 1.755
Sex education 

Parents 1.064 1.106 1.805
Friends, school & others 

Feeling lonely 
Less 3.370 4.629+ 7.816*
Most

Feeling happy 
Less .984 1.108 1.163
Most

Mother’s Education 
Primary & Middle .510 .346 .268
High level 

Father’s Education 
Primary & middle 1.407 1.455 1.749
High level

Parent’s Marital status 
Married .559 1.017 .855
Others 

Living place 
Family .170 .100 .078
Others
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T able 5 .6 2 : (C o n t.)  O d d s  R a tio s  fro m  L o g is tic  R e g re s s io n  fo r  C o n d o m  U se  a t th e  L ast 
S e x u a l In te rc o u rse  d u rin g  th e  L ast S ix  M o n th s  P r io r  th e  S u rv e y  o n  M a le
R e sp o n d e n ts

C h a ra c te ris tic s M odel A 
Odds ratio

M odel B 
O dds ratio

M odel c 
O dds ratio

Father living in the sam e house .707 .315 .201
M other living in the sam e house 5.446 22.938 48.214*
M other w orking .632 .375* .335+
Fam ily size 1.025 1.020 .941
M other-respondent connectedness .424 .479
Father-respondent connectedness 1.098 .693
M other-respondent general com m unication 2.032 1.967
Father-respondent general com m unication .868 1.039
M other-respondent sexual com m unication 1.434 1.891
Father-respondent sexual com m unication 301 .200*
F ather’s d iscussion about birth  control 11.963 2 4 0 9 2 *
M other’s discussion about birth  control .107* .080*
M other’s discussion about condom 1.039 1.033
F ather’s discussion about condom 10.118** 15.417*
M other expectation regarding to sex .486
Father expectation regarding to sex 2.890
H aving boy/girl friends 1.093
Peer influence to have steady friends 1.947
Peer influence to dating 1.341
Peer influence encouraging having sex 1.051
Peer indicating having sex .840
D ating 1.369
K issing 10.589
Petting upper body .676
Petting low er body .283
C onstant 1.994 7.129 .717
-2 Log Likelihood 160.510 140.110 131.621
M odel Chi-Square 15.401 [15] 35.802[25] 44.290[36]
p  value .423 .075 .162
Percent C orrect 60.2 73.4 75.8
N agelkerke R2 .152 .327 .392
N 128 128 128

* Significant at p <.05 
** Significant at p<.01
+ -Significant at marginal (p.053) 
[ท]- degree of freedom

T h e  C h i-sq u a re  fo r th e  M o d e l A  w as 15.401 and  w as  n o t s ta tis tic a lly  s ig n if ic a n t at th e  p 
lev e l < .0 5  (d f= 1 6 , p -v a lu e  .423). N o n e  o f  th e  d e m o g ra p h ic  c h a ra c te r is tic s  o f  
re sp o n d e n ts  an d  th e ir  p a re n ts  w e re  s ta tis tic a lly  a sso c ia te d  w ith  c o n d o m  u se , a fin d in g  
th a t m irro rs  th a t o f  th e  b i-v a r ia te  analysis.
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T h e  C h i-sq u a re  fo r  th e  M o d e l B  w a s  3 5 .8 0 2  an d  th e  a b ility  o f  th e  M o d e l B  to  d e sc rib e  
th e  p re d ic to rs  o f  c o n d o m  u se  w a s  in c re a se d  b y  13.2 p e rc e n t, b u t th e  M o d e l w as  a lso  n o t 
s ta tis tic a lly  s ig n if ic a n t (p -v a lu e .0 7 5 ). T h e  in tro d u c tio n  o f  p a re n t-re sp o n d e n t 
re la tio n sh ip  v a r ia b le s  (M o d e l B ) su c h  as  p a re n t-re sp o n d e n t c o n n e c te d n e ss , p a ren t- 
re sp o n d e n t c o m m u n ic a tio n  ab o u t g en e ra l an d  sex u a l issu e s , in c lu d in g  c o m m u n ic a tio n  
a b o u t c o n d o m  a n d  b ir th  c o n tro l, an d  fa th e r  c o m m u n ic a tio n  a b o u t b ir th  c o n tro l w e re  
s ta tis tic a lly  s ig n if ic a n t p re d ic to rs  o f  c o n d o m  use. T h e  re su lts  o f  th is  m o d e l sh o w e d  th a t 
th e  o d d s  o f  re p o r tin g  c o n d o m  u se  am o n g  re sp o n d e n ts  w h o se  fa th e rs  d isc u sse d  c o n d o m s 
w ith  th e ir  so n s  w e re  10 tim e s  h ig h e r  th a n  th e  o d d s  o f  th o se  re sp o n d e n ts  w h o se  fa th er 
d id  n o t d isc u ss  co n d o m s. T h e  o d d s  o f  re sp o n d e n ts  w h o se  m o th e rs  d isc u sse d  b ir th  
c o n tro l u s in g  a  c o n d o m  w e re  ab o u t 62 .5  p e rc e n t le ss  th a n  th e  o d d s  o f  re sp o n d e n ts  
w h o se  m o th e rs  d id  n o t d isc u ss  b ir th  co n tro l. In  ad d itio n , f in d in g s  in d ic a te d  th a t  n o t 
fe e lin g  lo n e ly  w as  m a rg in a lly  a sso c ia te d  w ith  c o n d o m  u se  a t th e  la s t sex u a l in te rco u rse . 
T h e  o d d s  o f  h a v in g  w o rk in g  m o th e r  u se  c o n d o m  w e re  a p p ro x im a te ly  62 .5  p e rc e n t 
lo w e r  th an  th e  o d d s  o f  m a le  re sp o n d e n ts  w h o se  m o th e rs  a re  n o t w o rk in g .

In  th e  M o d e l c , p e rc e iv e d  p a re n ta l ex p e c ta tio n , in tim a te  re la tio n sh ip  a n d  p e e r  in f lu e n c e  
v a r ia b le s  w e re  in c lu d ed . T h e  C h i-sq u a re  fo r  th e  th ird  m o d e l c  w a s  44 .290  ( d f  =  36 , p- 
v a lu e  .1 6 2 ) a n d  th e  a b ility  o f  th e  M o d e l c  to  d e sc r ib e  th e  p re d ic to rs  o f  c o n d o m  u se  
in c re a se d  b y  6 .5  p e rc e n t c o m p a re d  to  th e  M o d e l B . A fte r  c o n tro llin g  fo r  p e e r  
in f lu e n c e s , n o t fe e lin g  lo n e ly  in c re a se d  th e  lik e lih o o d  o f  c o n d o m  use . I f  a  r e s p o n d e n t’s 
m o th e r  re s id e d  in  th e  sa m e  h o u se , th e  o d d s  th a t h e  u se d  a c o n d o m  a t la s t in te rc o u rse  
w e re  4 8 .2  t im e s  h ig h e r  th an  i f  th e  m o th e r  d id  n o t liv e  in  th e  sam e  h o u se . H a v in g  a 
w o rk in g  m o th e r  re m a in e d  n e g a tiv e ly  re la te d  to  c o n d o m  u se , a lth o u g h  th e  re su lt w as 
o n ly  m a rg in a lly  s ig n ific an t. O th e r  fac to rs  su ch  as m o th e r-so n  c o m m u n ic a tio n  ab o u t 
b ir th  co n tro l a n d  fa th e r-so n  d isc u ss io n  ab o u t c o n d o m  re ta in e d  th e ir  s ig n if ic a n c e  in  th e  
F u ll M o d e l an d  th e  re la tio n sh ip s  b e c a m e  s tro n g e r  th an  in  th e  M o d e l B . It is  in te re s tin g  
to  n o te  th a t b o th : m o th e r ’s d isc u ss io n  ab o u t b ir th  co n tro l an d  fa th e r ’s d isc u ss io n  ab o u t 
se x u a l issu e s  w e re  a s so c ia te d  w ith  lo w er o d d s  fo r c o n d o m  use. It m ig h t b e  th a t th ese  
d isc u ss io n s  w e re  in itia te d  b e c a u se  o f  c o n c e rn  o f  p a re n ts  ab o u t c o n d o m  u se  o f  th e ir  sons.
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In c o n c lu s io n , th e  M o d e ls  u se d  in  th is  a n a ly s is  a re  n o t v e ry  su c c e ss fu l in  p re d ic tin g  
c o n d o m  u se  a m o n g  m ales . M a y b e  b e c a u se  th is  m o d e l d id  n o t in c lu d e  sp ec if ic  fac to rs  
re la te d  to  c o n d o m  u se  su c h  as: p e rc e iv e d  b e n e fit, th rea ts , lo cu s  o f  c o n tro l, se lf-e s teem , 
se lf-e ff ic a c y , c o n d o m  a v a ila b ility  an d  a c c e ss ib ility  to  c o n d o m  an d  so  on . H o w ev er, 
a m o n g  th e  in d iv id u a l fac to rs , it w as  fo u n d  th a t fa th e r-so n  d isc u ss io n s  ab o u t sex u a l 
issu es , b ir th  c o n tro l an d  co n d o m s w ere  s tro n g ly  a s so c ia te d  w ith  u se  o f  co n d o m s.

5.9.4 M ultivariate Analysis of Reporting M ultiple Sexual Partners in the 
Last Six Months

F o r  th e  o u tc o m e  v a r ia b le , n u m b e r  o f  sex u a l p a rtn e rs  w as  c la s s if ie d  in to  tw o  ca teg o rie s , 
s in g le  p a r tn e r  an d  m u ltip le  p a rtn e rs , as th e  d is tr ib u tio n  is h ig h ly  sk e w e d  a n d  th e re  w as 
a  la rg e  p ro p o rtio n  w ith  o n ly  o n e  p a r tn e r  d u rin g  th e  la s t six  m o n th s  p e rio d  b e fo re  
su rv ey . Ig n o rin g  th is  sk ew ed  d is tr ib u tio n  w o u ld  h a v e  re su lte d  in  b ia se d  p a ra m e te r  
e s tim a tio n . T h u s , lo g is tic  re g re ss io n  w as  u se d  in  th e  m u ltiv a r ia te  an a ly s is . D u e  to  sm a ll 
n u m b e r  o f  fe m a le  re sp o n d e n ts  re p o rtin g  th a t th e y  h ad  sex  d u rin g  th e  la s t s ix  m o n th s  fo r 
s ig n if ic a n t an d  m e a n in g fu l an a ly s is , o n ly  th e  re sp o n se s  fro m  m a le s  w e re  in c lu d e d  in  th e  
an a ly sis .

T a b le  5 .63 sh o w s  th e  o d d s  ra tio s  fo r re p o rtin g  n u m b e r  o f  sex  p a r tn e rs  d u rin g  th e  last 
s ix  m o n th s  p r io r  to  th e  in te rv iew . O n ly  155 m a le s  w e re  a v a ila b le  fo r th e  m u ltiv a r ia te  
an a ly sis . In  p a r t th is  lo w  n u m b e r  h e lp s  ex p la in  th e  lo w  lev e ls  o f  s ta tis tic a l s ig n ific a n c e  
th a t w e re  o b ta in e d  in  th e  an a ly sis . F o r  in s tan ce , in  M o d e l A  an d  M o d e l B , n o n e  o f  th e  
so c io -d e m o g ra p h ic  c h a ra c te r is tic s  o f  re sp o n d e n ts  an d  th e ir  p a re n ts  w e re  s ta tis tic a lly  
s ig n if ic a n t p re d ic to rs  o f  m u ltip le  sex u a l p a rtn e rs . M o d e l A  co u ld  n o t s ig n if ic a n tly  
e x p la in  th e  p ro b a b ility  o f  h a v in g  m u ltip le  sex  p a rtn e rs  (p -v a lu e  .880 ). T h e re  w e re  no  
an y  v a r ia b le s  th a t s ig n if ic a n tly  a sso c ia ted  w ith  h a v in g  m u ltip le  sex  p a rtn e rs . W h en  
in tro d u c in g  th e  fa m ily  p ro c e ss  v a ria b le s  in  th e  m o d e l B , th e  a b ility  o f  th e  m o d e l B  to  
d e sc r ib e  th e  p re d ic to rs  o f  m u ltip le  sex u a l p a rtn e rs  in c re a se d  b y  10.3 p e rc e n t, b u t th e  
m o d e l w a s  n o t s ta tis tic a lly  s ig n if ic a n t (p -v a lu e  .526). F in d in g s  re v e a l th a t fa ther- 
re sp o n d e n t sex u a l c o m m u n ic a tio n  ap p ea red  to  be  m a rg in a lly  s ta tis tic a lly  s ig n if ic a n t (p - 
v a lu e  .053). T h e  o d d s  o f  re sp o n d e n ts  w h o se  fa th e rs  d isc u sse d  ab o u t sex u a l m a tte rs  
h a v in g  m u ltip le  sex u a l p a rtn e rs  w e re  a p p ro x im a te ly  5 4 .0  p e rc e n t lo w er th an  th e  o d d s  o f
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th o se  re sp o n d e n ts  w h o se  fa th e rs  d id  n o t d isc u sse d  ab o u t s e x u a l m a tte rs . T h e  m o d e l B  is 
b e tte r  th a n  m o d e l A  in  e x p la in in g  th e  p ro b a b ility  o f  h a v in g  m u ltip le  se x u a l p a rtn e rs .

M o d e l c  w as m u c h  b e tte r  th an  th e  o th e r tw o  m o d e ls  in  p re d ic tin g  th e  p ro b a b ility  o f  
h a v in g  m u ltip le  sex  p a rtn e rs  w ith  th e  s ig n if ic a n t lev e l a t p < .0 0 8  c o m p a re d  to  th e  M o d e l 
A  an d  B . A b o u t 4 6 .2  p e rc e n t o f  th e  v a ria n c e  is ex p la in e d  b y  th e  v a ria b le s  in  M o d e l c. 
F a th e r- re sp o n d e n t d isc u ss io n  a b o u t sex  re m a in e d  s ta tis tic a lly  s ig n if ic a n t an d  b eco m e  
s tro n g e r  th a n  in  th e  m o d e l B. O th e r  v a ria b le s  su c h  as fe e lin g  less h a p p y  w ith  fam ily , 
m o th e r-so n  c o n n e c te d n e ss  an d  fa th e r-so n  se x u a l c o m m u n ic a tio n  b e c o m e  s ig n if ic a n tly  
a s so c ia te d  w ith  th e  lo w er lik e lih o o d  o f  h a v in g  m u ltip le  se x u a l p a r tn e rs ; in  co n tra s t 
m o th e r- re sp o n d e n t sex u a l c o m m u n ic a tio n , c u rre n tly  h a v in g  fr ie n d s  an d  p e e r  in flu en ce  
to  g o in g  o u t to  d a te  a re  p o s itiv e ly  re la te d  to  th e  lik e lih o o d  o f  h a v in g  h a d  m u ltip le  
se x u a l p a rtn e rs .

T h e  o d d s  o f  re sp o n d e n ts  w h o  h ad  less  fee lin g  h a p p y  to w a rd s  th e ir  fa m ily  h a v in g  
m u ltip le  sex  p a r tn e rs  w e re  a p p ro x im a te ly  75.1 p e rc e n ts  lo w e r to  th a n  th e  o d d s  o f  th o se  
fee lin g  m o s tly  h a p p y  w ith  th e ir  fam ily . F in d in g s  a lso  su g g e s te d  th a t th e  o d d s  o f  
re sp o n d e n ts  w h o  h a d  h ig h e r  lev e l o f  m o th e r  c o n n e c te d n e ss  h a v in g  m u ltip le  sex u a l 
p a r tn e rs  w e re  a b o u t 87 .5  p e rc e n t lo w er th an  th e  o d d s  o f  re sp o n d e n ts  พ  h o  h a v e  lo w er 
lev e l o f  c o n n e c te d n e ss  w ith  m o th e rs . H o w ev e r, m o th e r- re sp o n d e n t sex u a l 
c o m m u n ic a tio n  in c re a se d  th e  lik e lih o o d  o f  h a v in g  m u ltip le  sex  p a r tn e rs  a p p ro x im a te ly  
3 tim es  c o m p a re d  to  th o se  re sp o n d e n ts  w h o  h a d  lo w  c o m m u n ic a tio n  a b o u t sex u a l 
m a tte rs  w ith  m o th e rs , w h ich  w as a lso  s ta tis tic a lly  s ig n if ic a n t in  th e  b i-v a r ia te  an a ly sis . 
In c o n tra s t, th e  o d d s  o f  re sp o n d e n t h a v in g  fa th e r-so n  se x u a l c o m m u n ic a tio n  red u ced  
th e  lik e lih o o d  o f  h a v in g  m u ltip le  sex  p a rtn e rs  a p p ro x im a te ly  71.1 p e rc e n t lo w e r th an  
th e  o d d s  o f  th o se  d id  n o t c o m m u n ic a te  w ith  fa th e rs  ab o u t s e x u a l issu es. T h e  o d d s  o f  
re sp o n d e n ts  w h o  h ad  g ir l/b o y fr ie n d s  an d  p e e r  in f lu e n c e  to  d a tin g  w e re  7 .3 6 9  and  7 .095  
tim es  re sp e c tiv e ly  m o re  lik e ly  to  h av e  m u ltip le  sex u a l p a r tn e rs  c o m p a re d  to  th o se  
re sp o n d e n ts  h a v in g  no  frien d s  an d  no  rece iv ed  p e e r  in f lu e n c e  to  d a tin g .

In th e  b i-v a r ia te  an a ly s is , th e  s ig n ific a n t fa c to rs  w e re  lev e l o f  e d u c a tio n , p e ttin g  lo w er 
p art o f  th e  b o d y  an d  p e rc e iv e d  p a ren ta l (m o th e rs  an d  fa th e rs) h ig h e r  ex p ec ta tio n
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re g a rd in g  sex . T h ese  v a riab le s , h o w e v e r, w e re  n o t s ta tis tic a lly  s ig n if ic a n t in  th e  
m u ltiv a r ia te  an a ly sis . In  co n tra s t, lo st th e ir  s ig n if ic a n c e  a f te r  c o n tro llin g  for 
c o n fo u n d in g  v a riab le s ; w h ile  c u rre n tly  h a v in g  frien d s  a n d  m o th e r-re sp o n d e n t 
c o m m u n ic a tio n  ab o u t sex u a l-b a se d  to p ic s  w e re  s till  re ta in e d  s ig n if ic a n t w ith in  th e  
m u ltiv a r ia te  an a ly sis  in  th e  fu ll m o d e l a fte r  c o n tro llin g  fo r o th e r  c o n fo u n d in g  v ariab les .

In  su m m a ry , th e  fin d in g s  re v e a le d  th a t th e  m a in  p ro te c tiv e  fa c to rs  o f  h a v in g  m u ltip le  
p a r tn e rs  fo r  m a le  re sp o n d e n ts  fo u n d  w e re  fee lin g  less  h ap p y , m o th e r-so n  co n n e c te d n e ss  
an d  fa th e r-so n  sex u a l co m m u n ica tio n . T h e  r isk  fac to rs  o f  h a v in g  m u ltip le  sex u a l 
p a r tn e rs  w e re  m o th e r-re sp o n d e n t sex u a l co m m u n ic a tio n , c u rre n tly  h a v in g  frien d s  and  
p e e r  in f lu e n c e  to  da ting .

Table 5.63: O d d s  R a tio  fro m  L o g is tic  R e g re ss io n  fo r R e p o r tin g  M u ltip le  S ex u a l
P a rtn e rs  d u rin g  th e  L ast S ix  M o n th s  P r io r  th e  S u rv ey : M a le  R e sp o n d e n ts

Characteristics Model A
O d d s  r a tio

Model B
O d d s  r a t io

Model c
O d d s  r a t io

A g e  g r o u p .7 8 4 .7 8 3 .5 7 01 8 -2 1  y e a r s  o ld 1 0 0 0 1.000 1.0002 2 - 2 4  y e a r s  o ld
E d u c a t io n  o f  y o u t h 1 .1 8 5 1 .0 9 9 .5 2 0P r im a r y  &  M id d le 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1.000

H i g h  l e v e l
A t t e n d in g  s c h o o l .5 1 8 .5 8 0 .4 1 6
S u f f i c i e n t  in c o m e  fo r  e x p e n s e s .8 8 2 .8 3 1 .6 0 3
S e x  e d u c a t io n

P a r e n ts .6 3 7 .5 5 0 .3 7 2
F r ie n d s ,  s c h o o l  &  o t h e r s 1.000 1.000 1 .0 0

F e e l i n g  l o n e l y
L e s s 1 .6 0 6 2 .2 3 9 4 .8 3 1
M o s t 1.000 1.000 1.000

F e e l i n g  h a p p y
L e s s .7 4 9 .4 8 9 .2 4 9 *
M o s t 1.000 1.000 1.000

M o t h e r ’s  E d u c a t io n
P r im a r y  &  M id d le 1 .2 0 9 .9 4 7 .5 4 0
H ig h  l e v e l 1.000 1.000 1.000

F a t h e r ’ s  E d u c a t io n
P r im a r y  &  m id d le .6 8 9 .5 6 0 .6 3 2
H ig h  l e v e l 1.000 1.000 1.000

P a r e n t ’s  M a r it a l  s ta tu s
M a r r ie d .2 0 4 .3 1 7 .0 7 1
O th e r s 1 .0 0 0 1.000 1.000
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Table 5.63: (C o n t.)  O d d s  R a tio  fro m  L o g is tic  R e g re s s io n  fo r R e p o rtin g  M u ltip le  
S e x u a l P a rtn e rs  d u rin g  th e  L ast S ix  M o n th s  P r io r  th e  S u rv ey : M ale
R e sp o n d e n ts

C h a ra c te ris tic s M odel A
O d d s  r a t io

M odel B
O d d s  r a t io

M odel c
O d d s  r a tio

L iv in g  p la c e
F a m i ly .8 0 9 .7 3 2 .5 7 6
O th e r s 1.000 1.000 1.000

F a th e r s  l i v i n g  w i t h  th e  s a m e  h o u s e .6 2 8 .5 7 0 .2 6 6
M o th e r s  l i v i n g  w i t h  th e  s a m e  h o u s e 3 .1 3 7 3 .5 2 2 1 2 .9 9 0
C u r r e n t ly  m o t h e r ’s  w o r k in g 1 .5 8 1 1 .6 2 8 1 .6 0 7
F a m i ly  s i z e 1 .0 6 3 1 .0 7 9 1 .1 7 8
M o t h e r - r e s p o n d e n t  c o n n e c t e d n e s s .4 2 8 .1 2 5 *
F a t h e r - r e s p o n d e n t  c o n n e c t e d n e s s .7 0 4 1 .5 6 3
M o t h e r - r e s p o n d e n t  g e n e r a l  c o m m u n ic a t io n 1 .3 4 2 2 .3 5 6
F a t h e r - r e s p o n d e n t  g e n e r a l  c o m m u n ic a t io n 1 .3 2 9 1 .2 0 2
M o t h e r - r e s p o n d e n t  s e x u a l  c o m m u n ic a t io n 1 .7 4 7 2 .9 9 1 *
F a t h e r - r e s p o n d e n t  s e x u a l  c o m m u n ic a t io n . 4 6 0 + .2 8 9 * *
P e r c e iv e d  m o t h e r  e x p e c t a t io n  r e g a r d in g  t o  s e x .3 0 2
P e r c e iv e d  fa th e r  e x p e c t a t io n  r e g a r d in g  to  s e x .8 5 8
H a v in g  b o y /g i r l  f r ie n d s 7 .3 6 9 * *
P e e r  i n f l u e n c e  to  h a v e  s t e a d y  f r ie n d s .3 7 0
P e e r  i n f l u e n c e  to  d a t in g 7 .0 9 5 * *
P e e r  i n f l u e n c e  e n c o u r a g in g  h a v in g  s e x 1 .6 1 9
P e e r  in d ic a t in g  h a v in g  s e x .5 3 8
D a t in g 2 .5 3 9
K i s s i n g .0 2 6
P e t t in g  u p p e r  b o d y 3 .5 2 8
P e t t in g  l o w e r  b o d y 3 .1 3 1
C o n s t a n t 2 .1 8 3 3 0 .5 9 5 2 5 2 8 .5 6 4
-2  L o g  L ik e l ih o o d 1 6 7 .7 2 1 1 5 6 .7 3 2 1 2 2 .3 4 6
M o d e l  C h i-S q u a r e 8 .9 4 3 [ 1 5 ] 1 9 .9 3 1  [2 1  ] 5 4 . 3 1 8 [ 3 2 ]
p  v a lu e .8 8 0 .5 2 6 .0 0 8
N a g e lk e r k e  R  s q u a r e .0 9 0 .1 9 3 .4 6 2
P e r c e n t  C o r r e c t 6 0 .2 % 6 8 .0 % 7 5 .8 %
N 1 2 8

+Significant at p .053 
* Significant at p <.05 
** Significant at p<.01

5.9.5 Analysis of Sexual Attitudes
T ab le  5 .6 4  sh o w ed  m u ltip le  re g re ss io n  an a ly s is  o f  fa c to rs  re la te d  to  y o u th ’s sexua l 
a ttitu d e s  a c c o rd in g  to  sex . T h e  u n s ta n d a rd iz e d  B e ta  c o e ff ic ie n t is p re se n te d . H ig h e r 
v a lu es  on  th e  d e p e n d e n t v a riab le  in d ica te  m o re  lib e ra l sex u a l a ttitu d es .
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T h e  re g re s s io n  e q u a tio n  o f  M o d e l A  fo r m a le s  w a s  s ta tis tic a lly  s ig n if ic a n t, (R 2 = .0 5 6 , 
A d ju s te d  R 2 = .0 3 0 , F (1 5 ,5 4 8 )= 2 .1 6 8 , p -v a lu e .0 0 7 ). T h e  M o d e l A  in c lu d e d  so c io 
d e m o g ra p h ic  o f  re sp o n d e n ts  an d  th e ir  p a re n ts  to g e th e r  w h ic h  a c c o u n te d  fo r  5 .6  p e rc e n t 
o f  th e  v a r ia n c e  o f  sex u a l a ttitu d es . T h e  e d u c a tio n a l lev e l o f  re sp o n d e n ts  a n d  fee lin g  
lo n e ly  w e re  a sso c ia te d  w ith  m o re  lib e ra l sex u a l a ttitu d es ; w h ile  m o th e r ’s e d u c a tio n  o f  
re sp o n d e n ts  w a s  re la te d  to  m o re  c o n se rv a tiv e  se x u a l a ttitu d es . O th e r  fa m ily  s tru c tu re  
v a r ia b le s  w e re  n o t s ig n if ic a n t in  th e  firs t m o d e l.

T h e  in c lu s io n  o f  fa m ily  re la tio n  fac to rs  in  th e  M o d e l B  in c re a se d  th e  a b ility  to  ex p la in  
sex u a l a ttitu d e s  an d  in c re a se d  th e  e x p la in e d  v a ria n c e  in  sex u a l a ttitu d e s  b y  3 .6  p e rcen t, 
R 2  c h a n g e = .0 3 6 , F (6 ,5 4 2 )= 2 .6 1 8 . T h e  ed u ca tio n a l lev e l o f  re sp o n d e n ts , fe e lin g  lo n e ly , 
an d  m o th e r ’s e d u c a tio n  re m a in e d  s ta tis tic a lly  s ig n if ic a n t in  th e  m o d e l B  w h ic h  w a s  n o t 
s ig n if ic a n t a t th e  b iv a r ia te  an a ly s is  w ith  e x c e p tio n  fe e lin g  lo n e ly  w as  s ta tis tic a lly  
s ig n if ic a n t a t th e  b iv a r ia te  an a ly sis .

It is  in te re s tin g ly  to  n o te  th a t m o th e r-y o u th  c o m m u n ic a tio n  a b o u t g e n e ra l issu es  
a p p e a re d  to  b e  in v e rse ly  c o rre la ted  w ith  lib e ra l s e x u a l a ttitu d e s . H ig h -le v e l 
c o m m u n ic a tio n  b e tw e e n  m o th e rs  and  re sp o n d e n ts  re d u c e d  th e  lik e lih o o d  o f  h o ld in g  
p e rm iss iv e  a ttitu d e s  to w a rd s  se x u a lity  (B eta= -.0592**), w h ic h  w a s  c o n s is te n t w ith  th e  
b iv a r ia te  an a ly s is . In  o th e r  h an d , fa th e r-re sp o n d en ts  c o m m u n ic a tio n  a b o u t sex u a l 
m a tte rs  in c re a se d  th e  lik e lih o o d  o f  re sp o n d e n ts  h o ld in g  p e rm iss iv e  se x u a l a ttitu d es  
w h ic h  w a s  s ta tis tic a lly  s ig n if ic a n t in  th e  sam e  d ire c tio n  at th e  b iv a r ia te  an a ly sis .

T h e  m o d e l c  in c lu d e d  p a re n t-e x p ec ta tio n  re g a rd in g  sex u a lity , p e e r  in f lu e n c e  an d  
in tim a te  re la tio n sh ip s , w h ic h  in c rea sed  th e  ex p la in e d  v a r ia n c e  in  se x u a l a ttitu d e s  to
11.2 p e rc e n t, R 2  c h a n g e = .l  12, F (1 1 ,5 3 1 )= 4 .259 , p -v a lu e .o o o . T h e  se t o f  32  v a r ia b le s  in  
th e  fin a l m o d e l a c c o u n te d  fo r a  to ta l o f  2 0 .4  p e rc e n t o f  th e  v a r ia n c e  o f  s e x u a l a ttitu d es . 
T h e  e d u c a tio n  o f  re sp o n d e n ts , m o th e r’s ed u c a tio n , m o th e r- re sp o n d e n t g en e ra l 
c o m m u n ic a tio n  an d  fa th e r-re sp o n d en t sex u a l c o m m u n ic a tio n  re m a in e d  s ta tis tic a lly  
s ig n if ic a n t in  th e  fu ll m o d e l a fte r  c o n tro llin g  fo r p e rc e iv e d  p a re n ta l e x p e c ta tio n  
re g a rd in g  sex u a lity , p e e r  in flu en ce  an d  in tim a te  re la tio n sh ip . H o w e v e r , fe e lin g  lo n e ly  
w as n o t s ig n if ic a n t a fte r  c o n tro llin g  fo r o th e r v a r ia b le s  in  th e  fu ll m o d e l. T h e
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s ig n if ic a n t in d e p e n d e n t c o rre la te s  w ith  sex u a l a ttitu d e s  w e re  p e e r  in f lu e n c e  to  d a tin g  
an d  d a tin g ; e a c h  in c re a se d  th e  lik e lih o o d  o f  h a v in g  p e rm iss iv e  se x u a l a ttitu d es . T h e  
v a ria b le s  w e re  s ta tis tic a lly  s ig n if ic a n t a sso c ia te d  w ith  se x u a l a ttitu d e s  o f  m ale  
re sp o n d e n ts  a t th e  b iv a r ia te  lev e l n a m e ly  age , liv in g  a rra n g e m e n t w ith  o th e rs , m o th e rs  
an d  fa th e rs  l iv in g  at th e  sam e  h o u se ; fe e lin g  lo n e ly  to w a rd s  fam ily ; a ll d if fe re n t s tag es 
o f  s ex u a l b e h a v io rs  (w ith  ex c e p tio n  d a tin g ); p e e r  in flu e n c e s  to  h a v e  sex  an d  in d ic a tin g  
d e s ire  to  h a v e  sex  w ith  an d  h ig h  lev e l o f  m o th e r  an d  p a re n t- re sp o n d e n t c o n n e c te d n e ss , 
an d  p e rc e iv e d  m o th e r, fa th e r  a n d  p a re n t-re sp o n d e n t e x p e c ta tio n  re g a rd in g  se x u a lity  
w e re  n o t s ta tis t ic a lly  s ig n if ic a n t in  th e  m u ltiv a r ia te  a n a ly s is  a f te r  c o n tro llin g  fo r  o th e r 
c o n fo u n d in g  v a r ia b le s  in  th e  fu ll M o d e l.

F o r  fem a le s , th e  M o d e l A  o f  th e  m u ltip le  re g re s s io n  re su lte d  in  a  R 2  o f  .086, 
a c c o u n tin g  s ig n if ic a n tly  (F  (1 6 ,3 8 9 )= 2 .4 3 5 , p -v a lu e  < .0 0 2 ) an d  c o u ld  e x p la in  fo r 8 .6  
p e rc e n t o f  th e  v a r ia n c e  in  se x u a l a ttitu d es . F o u r  v a ria b le s  a c c o u n te d  fo r  m o s t o f  th e  
ex p la in e d  v a r ia n c e  an d  w e re  in d iv id u a lly  s ig n if ic a n tly  (p  < .0 5 ): r e s p o n d e n t’s age, 
so u rce  o f  sex  ed u c a tio n  an d  m o th e r ’s e d u c a tio n  w e re  c o rre la te d  w ith  lib e ra l sex u a l 
a ttitu d es ; h o w e v e r , fe e lin g  less  h a p p y  w as a s so c ia te d  w ith  c o n se rv a tiv e  sex u a l 
a ttitu d es .

T h e  m o d e l B  th a t in c lu d e d  p a re n t-re sp o n d e n t re la tio n sh ip s  e x p la in e d  th e  v a r ia n c e  o f  
sex u a l a ttitu d e s  m o re  a p p ro p ria te  th a n  th e  firs t m o d e l b y  16.6 p e rc e n t, R 2  ch an g e = .0 8 0 , 
F (6 ,3 8 3 )= 3 .6 3 3 . A g e , c u rre n tly  a tte n d in g  sch o o l, m o th e r ’s e d u c a tio n  w e re  re la te d  to  
m o re  lib e ra l se x u a l a ttitu d es . In  co n tra s t, fa th e r-re sp o n d e n t c o n n e c te d n e ss , a n d  m o th e r-  
re sp o n d e n t g e n e ra l c o m m u n ic a tio n s  w e re  a s so c ia te d  w ith  c o n se rv a tiv e  se x u a l a ttitu d es. 
T h e  m a in  so u rc e  o f  sex  ed u c a tio n  lo s t th e ir  s ig n if ic a n c e  a f te r  c o n tro llin g  fo r fam ily  
re la tio n sh ip . F a th e r-re sp o n d e n t g en e ra l c o m m u n ic a tio n  w as m a rg in a lly  s ig n if ic a n t (p- 
v a lu e .0 5 1 ).

T h e  m o d e l c  in c lu d in g  p e rc e iv e d  h ig h e r  p a re n ta l e x p e c ta tio n  re g a rd in g  se x u a lity , p ee r 
in flu en ce  an d  in tim a te  re la tio n sh ip  co u ld  e x p la in  th e  p o s s ib il i ty  o f  h o ld in g  lib e ra l 
a ttitu d es  m o re  th an  th e  m o d e l A  an d  B , w h ic h  a c c o u n te d  fo r 24 .8  p e rc e n t o f  th e  
v a rian ce  in  se x u a l a ttitu d es , R 2  c h a n g e = .0 8 2 , F (1 1 ,3 7 1 )= 3 .8 3 0 , p -v a lu e < .0 0 0 . T h is
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su g g e s te d  th a t  sex u a l a ttitu d e s  is d e p en d ed  o n  re sp o n d e n t c h a ra c te r is tic  an d  fam ily  
p ro c e ss  v a r ia b le s  an d  w e re  su p p o rte d  b y  p e rc e iv e d  p a re n ta l e x p e c ta tio n  re g a rd in g  
sex u a lity , in tim a te  re la tio n sh ip  an d  p e e r  in flu en ce . T h e  re s p o n d e n t’s ag e , c u rre n tly  
a tte n d in g  s c h o o l an d  m o th e r-re sp o n d e n t g en e ra l c o m m u n ic a tio n  lo s t th e ir  s ig n ific an ce  
a fte r  c o n tro llin g  fo r in tim a te  re la tio n sh ip  an d  p e e r  in flu e n c e ; w h ile  m o th e r ’s ed u ca tio n  
an d  fa th e r-d a u g h te r  c lo se n e ss  re m a in e d  m a rg in a lly  s ig n if ic a n t in  th e  fu ll m o d e l (p - 
v a lu e .0 5 4  a n d  p -v a lu e .0 5 2  re sp ec tiv e ly ). H ig h e r  p e rc e iv e d  m o th e r  d is a p p ro v a l o f  sex  in  
th e  fu ll m o d e l w e re  s ig n if ic a n t a sso c ia te d  w ith  c o n se rv a tiv e  se x u a l a ttitu d e s ; w h ile  p ee r 
in flu e n c e  h a v in g  sex  w a s  re la te d  to  lib e ra l sex u a l a ttitu d es . T h is  su g g e s te d  th a t th e  
e ffe c t o f  fa th e r-d a u g h te r  c o n n e c te d n e ss  an d  m o th e r-d a u g h te r  g e n e ra l c o m m u n ic a tio n  is 
in d irec t. H ig h e r  lev e l o f  co n n e c te d n e ss  b e tw e e n  fa th e r  an d  d a u g h te r  an d  
c o m m u n ic a tio n  b e tw e e n  m o th e r  an d  d a u g h te r  in  g en e ra l c a n  re d u c e  th e  lik e lih o o d  th an  
a  y o u n g  fe m a le  w ill  h o ld  lib e ra l sex u a l a ttitu d es  th ro u g h  p e rc e iv e d  h ig h e r  p a ren ta l 
e x p e c ta tio n  re g a rd in g  sex  an d  re c e iv in g  p e e r  in flu en ce  h a v in g  sex .

T h e  fa c to rs  w e re  e m e rg e d  as s ta tis tic a lly  s ig n ific a n t a t th e  b iv a r ia te  a n a ly s is  fo r fem ales  
su ch  ag e  o f  re sp o n d e n t, sch o o l en ro llm en t, fee lin g  lo n e ly  an d  h a p p y  to w a rd s  fam ily , 
f r ien d s  as  so u rc e  o f  sex  ed u ca tio n ; c u rre n tly  h a v in g  frien d s , a n d  a ll d if fe re n t s tag es  o f  
sex u a l b e h a v io rs ; p e e r  in flu en ces  to  h av e  s te a d y  fr ien d s , to  d a tin g , a n d  p a ren t-  
re sp o n d e n t c o n n e c te d n e ss , m o th e r  an d  p a re n t-re sp o n d e n t g e n e ra l c o m m u n ic a tio n  an d  
p e rc e iv e d  fa th e r  e x p e c ta tio n  re g a rd in g  to w a rd s  se x  lo s t th e ir  s ig n if ic a n c e  w ith in  th e  
m u ltiv a r ia te  a n a ly s is  a fte r  co n tro llin g  fo r o th e r  c o n fo u n d in g  v a riab le s . H o w e v e r , p ee r 
in f lu e n c e  h a v in g  sex  a n d  p e rc e iv e d  m o th e r  e x p e c ta tio n  re g a rd in g  sex  w e re  a lso  
s ta tis tic a lly  s ig n if ic a n t in  b o th  b iv a r ia te  and  m u ltiv a ria te  an a ly ses .

O v e ra ll, th e  re su lts  in d ic a te d  th a t th e  in teg ra ted  fu ll m o d e l e x p la in e d  th e  v a r ia n c e  in  
re s p o n d e n t’s sex u a l a ttitu d e s  m o re  th an  th e  in d iv id u a l an d  p a re n t’s c h a ra c te r is tic  m o d e l 
A  an d  th e  M o d e l B. In  th e  in teg ra ted  fu ll m o d e l, m a le  sex u a l a ttitu d e s  w ere  
s ig n if ic a n tly  a s so c ia te d  w ith  ed u ca tio n  o f  re sp o n d e n ts , m o th e r ’s e d u c a tio n , m o th e r-  
re sp o n d e n t g en e ra l c o m m u n ic a tio n , fa th e r-so n  se x u a l c o m m u n ic a tio n , p e e r  in flu en ce  to  
d a te  an d  d a tin g ; w h ile  fem a le s  w e re  m o re  in flu en ced  b y  p e rc e iv e d  m o th e r  ex p ec ta tio n  
reg a rd in g  to  sex  an d  p e e r  in flu en ce  h av in g  sex.
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Table 5.64: M u ltip le  R e g re ss io n s  fo r  C o rre la te s  o f  S e x u a l A ttitu d e s  A c c o rd in g  to  Sex
Characteristics Male Female

M odel A M odel B M odel c M odel A M odel B M odel c
Beta Beta Beta B eta Beta Beta

Age group . 0 3 1 3 .0 3 7 8 .0 0 1 8 .0 5 7 7 * . 0 5 7 3 * .0 4 4 7
Education . 0 8 8 0 * * . 0 8 4 0 * * .0 7 4 9 * - .0 4 7 6 - .0 5 3 3 - .0 5 1 2
A ttending school .0 4 5 6 .0 4 1 7 .0 2 3 9 .0 5 5 4 .0 5 9 0 * .0 3 6 5
Sufficient incom e - .0 3 8 8 - .0 3 2 0 - .0 3 9 7 .0 0 8 4 .0 2 9 3 .0 3 2 4
Sex education - .0 4 1 4 * - .0 3 7 2 - .0 1 8 7 .0 8 6 8 * .0 7 0 4 .0 5 7 0
Feeling lonely . 1 1 7 .1 0 9 * .0 7 3 6 .0 3 7 5 .0 1 7 6 .0 0 8 4
Feeling happy - .0 0 7 0 .0 0 0 7 1 .0 0 1 4 - .0 6 1 1 * - .0 1 7 7 - .0 2 1 9
M other’s Education - .0 8 9 4 * - .0 7 8 5 * - .0 7 8 6 * .0 9 3 2 * .1 0 6 * .0 7 7 6 + +

- .0 1 8 3F ather’s Education .0 2 2 1 .0 0 9 5 .0 0 0 8 - .0 3 8 9 - .0 3 2 1
P aren t’s M arital 
status

. 0 2 5 6 .0 3 3 7 .0 4 7 3 - .0 3 9 8 - .0 8 9 7 - .0 1 8 7

Eiving place .0 0 7 2 5 .0 2 0 6 .0 2 8 2 - .0 3 0 4 - .0 2 3 3 - .0 2 3 2
Fathers living w ith 
the same house

- .0 2 9 8 - .0 9 8 3 .0 2 3 7 .0 0 4 7 - .0 0 4 5 - .0 1 6 3

M others living w ith 
the same house

- .0 2 0 9 - .0 1 5 2 - .0 2 2 3 - .0 5 8 3 - .0 3 7 5 - .0 3 1 5

C urrently m o ther’s 
working

. 0 3 3 5 .0 2 8 4 .0 1 5 8 - .0 5 2 5 - .0 3 8 1 - .0 3 6 8

Fam ily size - .0 0 1 0 - .0 0 1 0 . 0 0 1 9 7 - .0 0 8 8 - .0 0 8 4 - .0 1 1 8
M other-respondent
connectedness

.0 1 8 5 .0 0 2 3 - .0 1 9 3 .0 0 6 0

Father-respondent
connectedness

- .0 4 9 8 - .0 2 9 2 - .1 1 2 * * - .0 6 4 2 + +

M other-respondent - .0 5 9 2 * * - .0 4 4 3 * - - .0 3 9 9
general
com m unication

. 0 5 8 0 * *

Father-respondent
general
com m unication

. 0 1 6 8 .0 1 7 7 . 0 4 1 3 + .0 3 4 7

M other-respondent
sexual

- .0 1 7 7 - .0 1 5 3 .0 3 0 8 .0 1 8 3

com m unication
Father-respondent .0 6 5 6 * .0 5 7 5 * .0 1 5 2 .0 3 6 2
sexual
com m unication 
Perceived m other . 0 0 7 3 - .1 1 9 * *
expectation 
regarding to sex 
Perceived father - .0 3 8 8 .0 4 3 2
expectation 
regarding to sex 
Peer influence to 
have steady friends

. 0 0 9 4 ,0 5 6 7

Peer influence to .0 6 0 5 * -.0456
dating
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Table 5.64: (C o n t.)  M u ltip le  R e g re ss io n s  fo r  C o rre la te s  o f  S e x u a l A ttitu d e s  A cc o rd in g  
to  S ex

Characteristics
M o d e l  A  

B e t a

Male
M o d e l  B  

B e t a
M o d e l  c  

B e t a
M o d e l  A  

B e t a

Female
M o d e l  B  

B e t a
M o d e l  c  

B e t a
P e e r  in f l u e n c e  h a v in g .0 2 2 4 .1 1 2 *
s e x
P e e r  in d ic a t in g .0 1 3 2 - .0 0 6 7
h a v in g  s e x
C u r r e n t ly  h a v in g - .0 0 1 9 .0 3 4 8
f r ie n d s
D a t in g .0 6 5 8 * - .0 2 7 7
K i s s i n g .0 4 7 7 .0 2 9 0
P e t t in g  u p p e r  b o d y .0 2 8 4 .0 2 9 4
P e t t in g  l o w e r  b o d y .0 3 5 4 - .0 2 2 7
C o n s t a n t 2 .6 9 8 2 .8 2 4 2 . 7 5 8 2 .6 7 2 3 .1 0 4 3 .0 5 3
R square . 0 5 6 .0 9 2 .2 0 4 .0 8 6 .1 6 6 .2 4 8
F 2 .1 6 8 2 .6 1 8 4 .2 5 9 2 .4 3 5 3 .6 3 3 3 .8 3 0
p value . 0 0 7 .0 0 0 .0 0 0 .0 0 2 .0 0 0 .0 0 0
N 5 6 4 4 0 5

* Significant at p <.05 
** Significant at p<.01 
+- Marginal significant (p<051) 
++- Marginal significant (p<.052) 
+++- Marginal significant (p<.054)

5.9.6 Conclusion
T h e  lo g is tic  re g re s s io n  an d  m u ltip le  re g re ss io n  m o d e ls  id e n tif ie d  th re e  d iffe re n t m o d e ls , 
an d  w e re  e s tim a te d  fo r f iv e  o u tc o m e s  v a r ia b le s  o f  in te re s t. T h e  m o d e l u se d  to  
e x p la in  ’E v e r  H a d  S e x ’ is s ta tis tic a lly  s ig n ific a n t fo r  b o th  m a le s  an d  fem a le s . F o r  m a le s , 
th e  in d iv id u a l (y o u n g e r  ag e  a n d  fee lin g  le ss  h a p p y ) an d  p a re n t’s c h a ra c te r is tic s  
(c u rre n tly  m o th e r ’s w o rk in g  s ta tu s)  and  in tim a te  re la tio n sh ip  (d a tin g , k is s in g , p e ttin g  
u p p e r  a n d  lo w e r p a r t o f  th e  b o d y )  w e re  m o re  lik e ly  to  in f lu e n c e  o n  re s p o n d e n t’s sex u a l 
b e h a v io r. H o w e v e r , fo r fem ale , th e  in d iv id u a l fa c to rs  ( re sp o n d e n t’s ag e , c u rre n tly  
a tte n d in g  sc h o o l in  th e  M o d e l B ), fa m ily  v a r ia b le s  ( fa th e r-d a u g h te r  c o n n e c te d n e ss  an d  
m o th e r-d a u g h te r  g en e ra l c o m m u n ic a tio n  in  th e  M o d e l B ), in tim a te  re la tio n sh ip  
(c u rre n tly  h a v in g  fr ien d s  an d  k iss in g ) and  p e e r  in f lu e n c e  (p e e r  in f lu e n c e  to  h a v e  s te a d y  
fr ien d s  an d  h a v in g  sex ) h a v e  m o re  in f lu e n c e  o n  re sp o n d e n t’s rep o rtin g  e n g a g in g  in  
p re m a rita l s e x u a l ex p e rien ced .
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T h e  s tu d y  fo u n d  th a t th e  m o d e ls  a re  f itted  to  e x p la in  th e  p re d ic to rs  o f  t im in g  o f  first 
sex u a l in te rc o u rse  fo r m a le , b u t n o t fo r fem a le  re sp o n d e n ts . H o w e v e r , th e  p re d ic to r  o f  
th e  t im in g  o f  f irs t sex u a l in te rco u rse  in  th e  fu ll m o d e l fo r m a le s  w as  re sp o n d e n t’s 
ed u c a tio n , c u rre n tly  a tte n d in g  sch o o l, su ff ic ie n t in c o m e  fo r ex p en ses ; fa th e r-so n  
c o n n e c te d n e ss  (in  th e  M o d e l B ), m o th e r-so n  sex u a l c o m m u n ic a tio n  an d  m o th e r-so n  
d isc u ss io n  a b o u t w h e n  to  s ta rt h a v in g  sex ; w h ile  fo r fe m a le  re sp o n d e n ts  th e  p re d ic to rs  
o f  t im in g  o f  firs t c o itu s  w a s  p e e r  in flu en ce  h a v in g  sex  an d  k iss in g .

F o r th e  c o n d o m  u se  a m o n g  m ale , few  s ig n if ic a n t e ffe c ts  w e re  re v e a le d  fo r m o th e rs  
liv in g  w ith  th e  sa m e  h o u se , fee lin g  lo n e ly , m o th e r  d isc u ss io n  a b o u t b ir th  co n tro l and  
fa th e r d isc u s s io n  ab o u t sex u a l c o m m u n ic a tio n , b ir th  co n tro l a n d  c o n d o m  in  th e  fu ll 
m o d e l a f te r  co n tro llin g  fo r o th e r  co n fo u n d in g  v a riab le s . T h e  m o d e l p re d ic tin g  c o n d o m  
u se  in  th is  s a m p le  w as n o t s ta tis tic a lly  s ig n ifican t.

T h e  m a in  p ro te c tiv e  fac to rs  o f  h a v in g  m u ltip le  p a r tn e rs  fo r m a le  re sp o n d e n ts  w e re  
fee lin g  le ss  h ap p y , m o th e r-re sp o n d e n t co n n ec ted n ess , fa th e r-re sp o n d e n t s e x u a l 
c o m m u n ic a tio n . T h e  r isk  fac to rs  o f  h a v in g  m u ltip le  se x u a l p a r tn e rs  w e re  m o th e r-  
re sp o n d e n t se x u a l c o m m u n ic a tio n , c u rre n tly  h a v in g  fr ien d s  an d  p e e r  in flu e n c e  to  
d a tin g .

F o r th e  se x u a l a ttitu d es , in  th e  in teg ra ted  fu ll m o d e l, m a le s  w e re  in f lu e n c e d  a lm o s t b y  
re sp o n d e n t’s ed u c a tio n , m o th e r ’s ed u ca tio n , m o th e r-re sp o n d e n t g e n e ra l c o m m u n ic a tio n  
an d  fa th e r-re sp o n d e n t sex u a l co m m u n ica tio n , p e e r  in f lu e n c e  d a tin g  a n d  d a tin g ; w h ile  
fem ales  w e re  in flu e n c e d  m o re  b y  p e rc e iv e d  m o th e r ’s e x p e c ta tio n  re g a rd in g  se x u a lity  
an d  p e e r  in flu e n c e s  h a v in g  sex . T h e  re su lts  o f  m u ltiv a r ia te  a n a ly s is  an d  th e  
c o m b in a tio n  o f  b iv a r ia te  an d  m u ltiv a ria te  an a ly ses  w e re  su m m a riz e d  in  th e  A p p e n d ix  F 
an d  G.

T h e  fu ll m o d e l o f  each  o u tco m e  v a riab le  in d ica ted  th a t i f  th e  In te rv e n tio n  P ro g ram  
p ro m o tin g  a d o le sc e n t h ea lth  an d  se x u a lity  sh o u ld  b e  fo c u se d  o n  th e se  r isk  and  
p ro te c tiv e  fac to rs . T h u s, th e  sexua l b e h a v io r  o f  re sp o n d e n ts  an d  th e ir  p o s itiv e  a ttitu d es 
reg a rd in g  se x u a lity  w ill b e  red u ced  th ro u g h  th e se  in te rv en tio n s .
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