
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

3.1 Introduction

T h e  re se a rch  m e th o d o lo g y  is d e sc r ib e d  in  th is  ch ap te r , c o n s is tin g  o f  re se a rch  
d e s ig n , s ite  se lec tio n , s tu d y  sam p le , s tu d y  in s tru m en ts , d e f in itio n s  o f  te rm s  an d  
o p e ra tio n a l d e f in itio n s  o f  v a riab le s , d a ta  c o lle c tio n  an d  m a n a g e m e n t, d a ta  an a ly sis , an d  
e th ic s  an d  co n s id e ra tio n s .

3.2 Research Design

T h is  re se a rc h  w as d e s ig n e d  as a  co m b in a tio n  o f  F o rm a tiv e  re se a rch  (q u a lita tiv e )  
an d  E x p la n a to ry  R e se a rc h  (q u an tita tiv e ) ap p ro ach es , b a se d  o n  th e  a ssu m p tio n  th a t  b o th  
ap p ro a c h e s  can  p ro v id e  su ff ic ie n t in s ig h ts  an d  id eas in to  th e  re a so n s  b e h in d  th e  s tu d y  
s a m p le s ’ d e c is io n  m a k in g  p ro c e ss , th e ir  seek in g  h e lp  o r se rv ice s  w h e n  fac in g  an  
u n p la n n e d  p reg n an cy . M o reo v e r, th e  q u a n tita tiv e  a p p ro a c h  id en tif ie s  th e  in f lu e n c in g  
v a r ia b le s  th a t led  to  th e  c h o ice s  o f  ab o rtio n , p a ren tin g , o r  a d o p tio n  se lec ted  to  so lv e  
u n p la n n e d  p reg n an c ie s . T h e  s tu d y  is se p a ra te d  in to  2 p h a se s  as fo llow s:

Phase I: Formative Research (Qualitative)
T h is  p h a se  w a s  a  q u a lita tiv e  ap p ro ach , w h ich  a im  a t g a th e rs  a  w id e  ra n g e  o f  

in fo rm a tio n , w h ic h  is  u se d  to  d ev e lo p  c o n te n ts  later. T h e  fo rm a tiv e  re se a rch  to o ls  a re  
b a sed  o n  th e  in te rv ie w  g u id e  in c lu d in g  F o cu s  G ro u p  D isc u ss io n s  (F G D s) an d  in -d e p th  
in te rv iew  g u id e lin e s , w h ic h  w e re  c o n d u c te d  a t th e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  s tudy . T h e  
in te rv ie w  g u id es  im p o rta n t fo r th e  fo rm a tiv e  re sea rch  b e c a u se  it re lie s  e n tire ly  o n  th e  
sp o n tan eo u s  g e n e ra tin g  o f  q u e s tio n s  as th ey  co m e  o u t n a tu ra lly  from  th e  free  - f lo w in g  
d isc u ss io n  b e tw e e n  re se a rch e r  an d  re sp o n d en ts . S o , a  re se a rch e r  c o n c e n tra te s  on  
g u id in g  th e  d isc u ss io n  a ro u n d  th e  them es.
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Phase II: Explanatory Research (Quantitative)
P h a se  II w a s  an  e x p la n a to ry  s tu d y  th a t em p lo y ed  q u a n tita tiv e  a p p ro a c h  fo r d a ta  

c o lle c tio n  an d  m an ag em en t. It c o n d u c te d  fo llo w in g  an  an a ly s is  o f  th e  P h a se  I data , 
w h ic h  a im e d  a t e x p la in s  a sso c ia tio n  a m o n g  ch o ice s  in c lu d in g  ab o rtio n , p a re n tin g , and  
a d o p tio n  w ith  th e  3 se t o f  fac to rs  (in te rv a l in d e p e n d e n t v a r ia b le s )  i.e ., p e rso n a l h is to ry , 
in d iv id u a l p sy c h o so c ia l fac to rs , an d  re la tio n sh ip  w ith  s ig n if ic a n t p e rso n .

Inter-relationship of the Phase I and Phase II research. T h e  re su lts  fro m  
P h a se  I w e re  u tiliz e d  to  re a d ju s t th e  s tu d y ’s co n cep tu a l fram ew o rk . T h e  m o s t im p o rta n t 
fo r  th is  re se a rc h  is  an  in te r  -re la tio n sh ip  b e tw e e n  th e  q u a lita tiv e  an d  q u a n tita tiv e  
ap p ro ach . T h e  q u a lita tiv e  re se a rch  re su lts  in  P h ase  I w a s  u se d  fo r g u id in g  th e  s tru c tu re  
in te rv ie w  d ev e lo p m en t. It h e lp e d  c o n s tru c tin g  th e  q u e s tio n s  in  a  m e a n in g fu l w ay , and  
a v o id in g  th e  se n s itiv e  q u estio n s . A lso , th e  q u a n tita tiv e  re se a rch  in  P h a se  n  o r  
e x p la n a to ry  re se a rc h  h e lp s  m e  id e n tify  th e  in flu e n c in g  v a r ia b le s , w h ic h  em e rg e s  fro m  
th e  q u a lita tiv e  re se a rch  in  P h a se  I. M o reo v e r, I u se d  th e  q u a lita tiv e  re su lts  to  e x p la in  
th e  id e n tif ie d  v a lu a b le s , w h ic h  in flu en ce  ch o ice s  o f  th e  y o u n g  w o m e n  i.e ., ab o rtio n , 
p a re n tin g , an d  ad o p tio n . In  ad d itio n , th e  d e sc rip tiv e  d a ta  fro m  P h a se  n u se d  fo r  c ro ss 
c h eck  d a ta  c o n s is te n c y  o f  b o th  q u a lita tiv e  an d  q u an tita tiv e . T h e  d iffe re n t d a ta  
c o lle c tio n  m e th o d s  in  th is  P h ase  w e re  a lso  u se d  to  c h e c k  fo r d a ta  v a lid ity  an d  
c o n s is te n c y  (d a ta  tr ian g u la tio n ).

A lso , it w as  c le a r  th a t q u a lita tiv e  d a ta  fro m  th e  y o u n g  w o m e n  a lo n e  c o u ld  o n ly  
p ro v id e  in fo rm a tio n  fro m  th e  u se rs ’ p e rsp ec tiv e s . S o , ad d itio n a l in fo rm a tio n  w as 
o b ta in e d  fro m  re p re se n ta tiv e s  o f  re p ro d u c tiv e  h e a lth  se rv ice  p ro v id e rs , i .e ., d ru g s to re  
p e rso n n e l, c lin ic ian s , n u rse s , lay  p ra c titio n e rs , an d  so c ia l w o rk e rs  a t sh e lte rs . T h e  d a ta  
co lle c te d  w e re  in  a d d itio n  to  th o se  p ro p o se d  in  th e  s tu d y  o b jec tiv e s . T h e  in fo rm a tio n  
co lle c te d  fro m  th e  p ro v id e r  g ro u p  h e lp e d  s tren g th en  th e  v a lid ity  o f  th e  s tu d y  re su lts  
th ro u g h  o th e r  m e th o d s . M o reo v e r, th e  in fo rm a tio n  h e lp e d  to  a rran g e  ap p ro p ria te  
re c o m m e n d a tio n s  fo r y o u th -fr ie n d ly  se rv ices  fo r y o u n g  w o m e n  w ith  u n p lan n ed
p reg n an c ie s .
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G u id e  to o l d ev e lo p m en t,
A v o id  se n s itiv e  issu es  and , 

In te rp re t re su lts  o f  in flu en c in g  v a ria b le s

p a ren tin g , an d  ad o p tio n

Figure 3.1 : R e se a rc h  D es ig n

3.3 Sites Selected and Sampling Technique

T h e  s tu d y  c o n d u c te d  in  B an g k o k  w h ich  m o st o f  th e  sh e lte rs  a re  lo ca ted . L is ted  
o f  all th e  f iv e  a c tiv e  g o v e rn m e n t an d  n o n -g o v e rn m e n t sh e lte rs , an d  a  fo s te r  h o m e  b o th  
lo ca ted  in  B an g k o k  an d  o u tsk ir t in  th e  w o m e n  n e tw o rk s ’ b u lle tin  w e re  p u rp o s iv e ly  
se lec ted . A  fo s te r  h o m e  w as se lec ted  fo r re c ru itin g  u n p lan n ed  p re g n a n c y  w o m e n  d u rin g  
th ey  v is ite d  th e  h o m e  fo r p u ttin g  th e  b ab y  fo r ad o p tio n , o r  fo r te m p o ra ry  cares. 
M o reo v e r, so m e  lo w -in c o m e  c o m m u n itie s  w e re  p u rp o s iv e ly  d ra w n  fo r th e  s tu d y  d u e  to  
th e re  w ere  ac tiv e ly  y o u n g  w o m e n  w h o  v o lu n ta ry  p a rtic ip a te d  in  th e  study .
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Listed o f shelters and a foster home: T h e  fiv e  se le c te d  sh e lte rs  w e re  B an p ak  
C h u k  C h e m  2 an d  3 , B a n  S u k ru th a i, B an  P rak o o n , and  B a n p a k  D ek  L ae  K ro b k ru a . A ll 
f iv e  sh e lte rs  sh a red  th e  sam e  o b jec tiv e s , to  p ro v id e  se rv ice s  fo r w o m e n  w h o  faced  
u n p la n n e d  p re g n a n c ie s  an d  to  p ro v id e  p o s t-d e liv e ry  ca re  fo r  b o th  m o th e r  a n d  n e w b o rn  
bab y . A lso , o n e  fo s te r  h o m e , th e  “H o lt S ah a th a i F o u n d a tio n ” , p ro v id e d  ca re  fo r 
c h ild re n  w h o se  p a re n ts  w e re  u n a b le  to  ta k e  ca re  o f  th e m  u n til  th e ir  fa m ily  s itu a tio n s  
im p ro v ed . W h ile  th e  w o m e n  v is ite d  th e  c h ild re n  a t th e  fo s te r  h o m e , th e y  w o u ld  b e  
in te rv ie w e d  b e fo re  leav in g . T h e  w o m e n  w ith  u n p la n n e d  p re g n a n c ie s  w e re  a lso  
re c ru ite d  fro m  lo w -in c o m e  co m m u n itie s  th ro u g h  th e ir  p ee rs . T h e  c o m m u n itie s  w e re  
lo c a te d  in  B an g k o k  an d  T h o n b u ri. P a rtic ip a n ts  in  th e  s tu d y  w e re  re c ru ite d  o n  a  
v o lu n ta ry  b asis.

A ll th e  s tu d y  sh e lte rs  an d  th e  fo s te r  h o m e  w ere  u n d e r  th e  g o v e rn m e n t, n o n 
g o v e rn m e n ta l o rg a n iz a tio n s  (N G O ), an d  v a rio u s  re lig io n s  o rg a n iz a tio n s  p ro v id in g  
sh e lte r  fo r m o th e rs  an d  th e ir  b ab ie s . I f  a  w o m a n  liv ed  in  a  c ity  w h e re  th e re  w as no  
sh e lte r, sh e  m ig h t b e  re fe rre d  to  a  sh e lte r  lo c a te d  in  B an g k o k . D e ta ils  o f  e a c h  se lec ted  
o rg a n iz a tio n  in c lu d e :

a) Banpak Chukchern 2-3  (E m e rg e n c y  h o u se ) w a s  fo u n d ed  in  1987  b y  a  ทนท 
(K h u n  Y in g  M a e  C h ee  K a n ic h th a  V ic h ie n c h a ro en ) w h o  h a d  a c le a r  m is s io n  to  
e m p o w e r an d  s tren g th en  w o m e n ’s cap ab ilitie s . It w as  th e  la rg e s t e m e rg e n c y  h o u se  fo r 
w o m en , lo ca ted  in  n o rth e rn  B an g k o k . It p ro v id e d  c o m p re h e n s iv e  se rv ice s , in c lu d in g  
te m p o ra ry  stay , fo o d , d ru g s , e d u c a tio n  an d  co u n se lin g , v o c a tio n a l tra in in g , an d  fin d in g  
a  n e w  jo b  fo r w o m e n  w h e n  th e y  w e re  re a d y  to  rese ttle . It co u ld  sh e lte r  m o re  th a n  100 
cases, b o th  w o m e n  an d  ch ild ren . T h e  h o u se  w as  e s ta b lish e d  in  th e  sam e  c o m p o u n d  as 
o th e r b u ild in g s  fo r  sem in a rs , v o c a tio n a l tra in in g , etc. T h e  e m e rg e n c y  h o u se  w as  a  p la c e  
w h e re  w o m e n  w h o  co n tin u ed  th e ir  p reg n an cy  an d  o th e r w o m e n  w h o  in  c ris is  s itu a tio n s  
liv ed  to g e th er. S o m e  o f  th e  w o m e n  w ith  u n p lan n ed  p re g n a n c ie s  d ec id e d  to  ra ise  th e  
b ab y  b y  th e m se lv e s  a fte r  th e  b a b ie s  w ere  b o m , w h ile  so m e  o f  th em  g av e  th e m  up  an d  
p u t th e m  up  fo r ad o p tio n . T h e  so c ia l w o rk e r  w h o  w as h ead  o f  th e  sh e lte r  co o p e ra ted  
v e ry  w e ll w ith  th e  re se a rc h e r  a fte r  sh e  u n d e rs to o d  th e  ra tio n a le  o f  th e  study . T h e  
sh e lte rs  h ad  sep a ra te  ro o m s fo r w o m e n  w h o  w ere  in  d iffe re n t s itu a tio n s , e .g ., w o m e n
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w h o  w e re  in  th e  firs t, se co n d  o r  th ird  tr im es te rs  liv ed  in  th e  sa m e  b u ild in g  an d  th e  
w o m e n  w h o  w e re  n e a r ly  fu ll- te rm  o r h ad  d e liv e red  liv ed  to g e th e r, b u t se p a ra te  fro m  th e  
o th e rs . T h e  b u ild in g  w a s  a  s in g le  f lo o r n ex t to  th e  n u rse ry , so  th a t th e  s ta f f  c o u ld  ea s ily  
lo o k  a fte r  b o th  th e  w o m e n  an d  th e  n e w b o rn  b ab ies.

b) Ban Sukruthai w a s  p a rt o f  th e  so c ia l ac tiv itie s  ru n  b y  th e  C a th o lic  C h u rc h  
u n d e r  th e  P a k in e e s r ic h u m p a b a n  g ro u p , w h ic h  w a s  lo ca ted  in  so u th e a s te rn  B an g k o k . It 
co u ld  p ro v id e  sh e lte r  fo r up  to  35 w o m en . A  k in d e rg a rten , v o c a tio n a l tra in in g  c e n te r  
an d  a d u lt le a rn in g  c e n te r  w e re  in  th e  sam e  co m p o u n d . T h e  h o u se  w a s  a  sh e lte r  
sp e c if ic a lly  fo r  w o m e n  w ith  u n p la n n e d  p reg n an c ies . T h e re  w a s  a  n u rse ry  se c tio n  in  th e  
h o u se , so  th a t th e  w o m e n  co u ld  lea rn  h o w  to  ra ise  th e ir  b a b ie s  a f te r  d e liv e ry  fro m  each  
o th e r. S is te rs  w h o  h a d  b e e n  tra in e d  as c o u n se lo rs  w e re  in  ch a rg e  o f  th e  h o u se .

c) Ban Prakhoon w a s  ru n  b y  a  C h ris tia n  v o lu n tee r. I t w a s  th e  o n ly  sh e lte r  
lo c a te d  o n  th e  o u tsk ir ts  o f  B an g k o k . It w as  se lec ted  b e c a u se  m o s t o f  th e  c lie n ts  w e re  
re fe rre d  fro m  B an g k o k  an d  it h a d  lin k ag es  to  o th e r sh e lte rs  in  B an g k o k . T w o  b u ild in g s  
se rv e d  as sh e lte rs  fo r w o m e n  w ith  u n p lan n ed  p reg n an c ies . It c o u ld  p ro v id e  sh e lte r  fo r 
up  to  15 w o m en .

d) Banpak Dek Lae Krobkrua w as a  sh e lte r  fo r w o m e n  an d  c h ild re n , w h ic h  
w as u n d e r  th e  C h ild  W e lfa re  P ro te c tio n  D iv is io n , D e p a rtm e n t o f  P u b lic  W e lfa re , 
M in is try  o f  L ab o r an d  S o c ia l W elfa re . It w as  lo ca ted  in  w e s te rn  B an g k o k , o n  th e  m a in  
ro a d  n e x t to  a  la rg e  g o v e rn m e n t u n iv ersity . T h e  h o u se  p ro v id e d  e m e rg e n c y  sh e lte r  fo r 
w o m e n  an d  c h ild re n  in  c ris is  s itu a tio n s . S e rv ices  in c lu d e d  sh e lte r  fo r te m p o ra ry  stays, 
food , m e d ic a l ca re , an d  n e c e ssa ry  d a ily  su p p lies . U n p la n n e d  p re g n a n c y  w a s  o n e  o f  th e  
p ro b le m s  fo u n d  in  th is  she lte r.

e) Sahathai Foundation w as a n o n -p ro fit an d  n o n -se c ta r ia n  c h ild -w e lfa re  
o rg an iza tio n , e s ta b lish e d  in  1975. T h e  p rin c ip a l a im  w a s  to  h e lp  n e g le c te d  c h ild re n , o r 
th o se  w h o  h av e  b e e n  sep a ra ted  fro m  th e ir  n a tu ra l p a ren ts . T h e  fo u n d a tio n  o ffe red  
p ro fe ss io n a l se rv ice s  in  th e  a rea  o f  fam ily  and  s in g le -p a re n t co u n se lin g , fo s te r  care , 
fam ily  reh ab ilita tio n , fam ily  p lan n in g , h e a lth  an d  n u tritio n , an d  a d ju s tm en t. M o s t o f  the
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b a b ie s  w e re  fro m  m o th e rs  w h o  w e re  u n re a d y  to  ra ise  th e ir  b a b ie s  a f te r  d e liv e ry , so  th ey  
so u g h t h e lp  an d  su p p o rt fro m  th e  fo u n d a tio n . A t th a t tim e , th e  fo u n d a tio n  su p p o rte d  
m o re  th a n  100 ch ild ren . T h e  s ta f f  o f  th e  fo u n d a tio n  w o rk e d  w ith  a b o v e  m e n tio n e d  
sh e lte rs  an d  h o sp ita l w h e re  th e re  w ere  n e w b o rn  b a b ie s  w h o se  m o th e rs  w e re  n o t re a d y  
to  ra ise  th e m  a fte r  d e liv ery . T h e  w o m e n  w h o  p la n n e d  to  ra ise  th e ir  b a b ie s  th e m se lv e s  
co u ld  k eep  th e  b a b y  a t th e  fo s te r  h o m e  fo r up  to  s ix  m o n th s , o r  m o re , d e p e n d in g  o n  
ea c h  w o m a n ’s s itu a tio n . T h e re  w as  an  o p en  h o u se  fo r w o m e n  to  see  th e ir  b a b ie s  ev e ry  
m o n th . T h e  re se a rc h e r  re c ru ite d  th e  w o m e n  w ith  u n p la n n e d  p re g n a n c ie s  d u rin g  a  “V is it 
B a b y  D a y ” .

Low income communities: th e  w o m e n  w ith  u n p la n n e d  p re g n a n c ie s  w e re  
p u rp o s iv e ly  re c ru ite d  th ro u g h  th e  n e tw o rk  o f  th e ir  p e e rs  u s in g  sn o w b a ll te c h n iq u e , 
so c ia l w o rk e rs  in  th e  C o m m u n ity  H e a lth  C en te rs  (C H C s), an d  s ta f f  o f  n o n 
g o v e rn m e n ta l o rg a n iz a tio n s  (N G O ). T h e  e n tire  sam p le  re c ru ite d  th ro u g h  th e se  ch a n n e ls  
liv e d  in  lo w -in c o m e  c o m m u n itie s  in  B an g k o k .

T h e  c o m m u n itie s  w h e re  th e  p ee rs  liv e d  w ere :
a) D in g  D aen g  D is tr ic t, F la t D in g  D a e n g  c o m m u n ity
b) B a n g  K a e n  D is tr ic t, B an g  B u a  c o m m u n ity
c) L ak si D is tr ic t, C h a i K lo n g  B a n g  B u a  c o m m u n itie s
d) D o n  M u a n g  D is tr ic t, P a ta n a  T a la d k la n g  c o m m u n ity
e) B a n g k o k  Y ai D is tr ic t, W at H o n g  R a ta n a ra m  c o m m u n ity
f) K lo n g sa n  D is tr ic t, K lo n g  T o n sa i co m m u n ity
g) P a th u m w a n  D is tr ic t, P a ta n a  B o m k a i c o m m u n ity

Service providers: ad d itio n a l in fo rm a tio n  fro m  se rv ic e  p ro v id e rs  w e re  
p u rp o s iv e ly  se le c te d  fo r each  ty p e  o f  se rv ice  fac ility  lo c a te d  in  B an g k o k , i.e ., 
d ru g s to re s , c lin ic s , h o sp ita ls , lay  p ra c titio n e rs , an d  so c ia l w o rk e rs  at sh e lte rs . D e ta ils  
a re  as fo llow s:

a) Drugstore personnel. T h is g ro u p  w as re c ru ite d  fro m  re p re se n ta tiv e s  o f  
d ru g s to re  p e rso n n e l, w h o  u sed  to  p ro v id e  re p ro d u c tiv e  h e a lth  se rv ices , e sp e c ia lly
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a b o rtifa c ie n t o r  m en s tru a tio n -in d u c in g  p ro d u c ts  fo r y o u n g  w o m e n  w ith  u n p la n n e d  
p re g n a n c ie s , an d  w h o  w ere  w illin g  to  p a rtic ip a te  in  th e  s tudy . T h e  p a r tic ip a n ts  in  th is  
g ro u p  w e re  se le c te d  th ro u g h  th e  re p ro d u c tiv e  h e a lth  n e tw o rk .

b) Physicians, obstetricians, and gynecologists. T h is  g ro u p  w as  re c ru ite d  
fro m  th e  re p re se n ta tiv e s  o f  p h y s ic ian s , o b s te tr ic ia n s , an d  g y n e c o lo g is ts  w h o  w ere  
id e n tif ie d  an d  se lec ted  th ro u g h  th e  re p ro d u c tiv e  h e a lth  n e tw o rk , a n d  w h o  w e re  w illin g  
to  p a r tic ip a te  in  th e  study .

c) Other trained healthcare providers. T h is  g ro u p  w a s  re c ru ite d  fro m  o th e r 
tra in e d  m e d ic a l s ta ff, an d  in c lu d ed  n u rse s , m id w iv es , m e d ic a l- tra in e d  so c ia l w o rk e rs , 
an d  c o m m u n ity  h e a lth  w o rk e rs . T h is  s tu d y  g ro u p  w as id e n tif ie d  an d  se le c te d  th ro u g h  
th e  re p ro d u c tiv e  h e a lth  n e tw o rk  an d  fro m  C H C s an d  sh e lte rs  fo r w o m e n  a n d  ch ild ren .

d) Lay practitioners. L ay  p ra c titio n e rs  in c lu d e d  lo ca l tra d itio n a l b ir th  
a tte n d a n ts  o r  h ea le rs . T h is  s tu d y  g ro u p  w as  id e n tif ie d  an d  se le c te d  th ro u g h  th e  
re p ro d u c tiv e  h e a lth  n e tw o rk .

3.4 Study Samples

Women
T h e  w o m e n  w ith  u n p la n n e d  p reg n an c ie s  w e re  re c ru ite d  fro m  w o m e n  w h o  

u tiliz e d  th e  fiv e  g o v e rn m e n t an d  p riv a te  (N G O ) sh e lte rs , a  fo s te r  h o m e , an d  w o m e n  
w h o  liv ed  in  lo w -in co m e  co m m u n itie s . V erb a l rep o rts  b y  th e  so c ia l w o rk e rs  a t th e  
sh e lte rs  d isc lo se d  th a t w o m e n  w ith  u n p la n n e d  p re g n a n c ie s  w e re  a g ed  13 y ea rs  an d  
m o re , an d  13 w as th e  y o u n g es t ag e  o f  th o se  te m p o ra r ily  s tay in g  in  th e  sh e lte rs . T h u s, 
th is  s tu d y  se lec ted  w o m e n  ag ed  13-24  w h o  v o lu n te e re d  to  p a rtic ip a te . A lso , y o u n g  
w o m e n  ag ed  b e tw e e n  13-24, w h o  h a d  ex p e rie n c ed  u n p la n n e d  p re g n a n c ie s  a t le a s t o n ce , 
o r  w o m e n  c u rre n tly  ex p e rie n c in g  u n p la n n e d  p reg n an c ie s , w e re  se lec ted , in c lu d in g  
y o u n g  w o m e n  in  an d  o u t o f  sch o o l, and  m a rrie d  an d  u n m arried .
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Inclusion  criteria  for the w om en ’s group. T o  m e e t th e  s tu d y  o b je c tiv e s , th e  
se le c tio n  c r ite r ia  fo r th e  y o u n g  w o m e n  w ith  u n p lan n ed  p re g n a n c ie s  w e re  as fo llo w s:

1. E x p e rie n c e  o f  u n p la n n e d  p reg n an cy .
2. W illin g  to  p a rtic ip a te  in  th e  study.
3. T o ta l fa m ily  in c o m e s  less th a n  10 ,000  b a th  p e r  m o n th .

Providers
A d d itio n a l in fo rm a tio n  w as  o b ta in e d  fro m  tw o  o r th re e  p ro v id e rs  fro m  each  

ty p e  o f  fac ility , in  e ith e r th e  h e a lth  o r  so c ia l sec to rs  i.e ., d ru g s to re s , c lin ic s , h o sp ita ls , 
lay  p ra c titio n e rs , an d  so c ia l w o rk e rs  at sh e lte rs  w e re  e lic ite d  to  p ro v id e  m o re  in -d e p th  
in fo rm a tio n .

Inclusion  criteria for selecting providers. T h e  c r ite r ia  fo r  s e le c tin g  th is  g roup  
w e re  as fo llo w s:

1. E x p e rie n c e  o f  p ro v id in g  re p ro d u c tiv e  h e a lth  se rv ice s  fo r  y o u n g  w o m e n  
w ith  u n p la n n e d  p reg n an c ie s , a t leas t once .

2. C a n  g iv e  c o m p re h e n s iv e  in fo rm a tio n  o f  se rv ice  p ro v is io n  fo r y o u n g  
w o m e n  w ith  u n p la n n e d  p reg n an c ies .

3. W illin g  to  p a rtic ip a te  in  th e  study.

3.4.1 Phase I Form ative R esearch
In  th is  p h ase , th e re  w e re  no  fix ed  fig u res fo r  th e  n u m b e r  o f  y o u n g  w o m e n  w ith  

u n p la n n e d  p reg n an c ie s . T h e  n u m b e rs  o f  th e  s tu d y  sa m p le  w e re  e lic ite d  u n til 
in fo rm a tio n  re la te d  to  th e  o b je c tiv e s  b e c a m e  sa tu ra ted . D a ta  c o lle c tio n  to o k  s ix  m o n th s , 
a fte r  g e ttin g  p e rm iss io n  fro m  th e  d irec to rs  o f  th e  she lte rs .

3.4.2 Phase II E xp lanatory R esearch
In  th is  p h ase , a ll n e w  cases  o f  y o u n g  w o m e n  w ith  u n p la n n e d  p re g n a n c ie s  w ho  

w ere  n o t e x p o se d  to  th e  P h ase  I s tu d y  w ere  p u rp o s iv e ly  se lec ted  o n  a  v o lu n ta ry  basis. 
T h e  sam p le  w as d raw n  p u rp o s iv e ly  an d  a  sn o w b a ll te c h n iq u e  w as used . T h e re  w as no 
p re d e te rm in e d  n u m b e r fo r th e  sam p le  s iz e  fo r th is  p h ase . T h e  sam p le  s ize  w as b a se d  on
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th e  n u m b e r  o f  sa m p le s  th a t co u ld  b e  d raw n  in  th e  fiv e  m o n th s  N o v e m b e r  2 0 0 3 -M a rc h  
2 0 0 4  fro m  th e  sam e  s ite s  as P h a se  I.

3.5 Study Instruments

3.5.1 Phase I: Form ative R esearch
D a ta  c o lle c tio n  fo r th e  fo rm a tiv e  re se a rch  in c lu d e d  g ro u p  d isc u ss io n s , an d  in - 

d e p th  in te rv iew s . M o reo v e r, ad d itio n a l in fo rm a tio n  g a th e re d  th ro u g h  fie ld  o b se rv a tio n s  
an d  in -d e p th  in te rv ie w  o f  se rv ice  p ro v id e rs . D e ta ils  o f  each  m e th o d  a re  as  fo llo w s:

Focus G roup D iscussion (FG Ds). F G D s g u id e lin e s  w e re  c o n s tru c te d  to  
u n d e rs ta n d  th e  g ro u p  a ttitu d es  an d  p e rc e p tio n s  to w a rd s  se rie s  o f  th e m e s  w h ic h  th e y  
e x p re sse d  in  th e  p u b lic , c o m m e n c in g  w ith  th e  m o re  n e u tra l su b je c ts  o f  g ro u p ’s 
e x p e c ta tio n s  to w a rd s  th e  fa m ily  an d  p reg n an cy ; fe e lin g s  an d  co n c e rn s  ab o u t 
u n e x p e c te d  p reg n an cy ; th e  m e a n in g  o f  u n p la n n e d  p re g n a n c y ; c h o ic e s  fo r  w o m e n  
c o n c e rn in g  u n p la n n e d  p reg n an cy ; so c ia l re ac tio n s  to w a rd s  w o m e n  w h o  te rm in a te d  
p re g n an cy , p a ren tin g , o r  ad o p tio n ; and  ex p ec ta tio n s  o f  se rv ice s  fo r y o u n g  w o m e n  (see  
A p p e n d ix  B  fo r m o re  de ta ils ) .

D a ta  c o lle c tio n  b e g a n  w ith  in tro d u c to ry  g ro u p  d isc u ss io n s  in  o rd e r  to  g e t to  
k n o w  each  o th e r  an d  b u ild  u n d e rs ta n d in g  an d  a  sen se  o f  tru s t  b e tw e e n  th e  re se a rc h e r  (a  
m o d e ra to r  in  th e  F G D s) an d  th e  s tu d y  g roup . M o reo v e r, th e y  h e lp e d  to  p ro m o te , 
d isc u ss , and  fo s te r  a  f r ie n d ly  a tm o sp h e re  b e tw e e n  th e  re se a rc h e r  an d  th e  sam p le  
p o p u la tio n  p r io r  to  in -d e p th  o n e -o n -o n e  d iscu ss io n s .

T h e  re su lts  o f  th e  F G D s w e re  an a ly zed  to  id e n tify  k e y  issu es  th a t n e e d e d  fu rth e r 
in v e s tig a tio n  in  th e  in -d e p th  in te rv iew s. M o re  im p o rta n t, th e  re su lts  o f  th e  F G D s 
p ro v id e d  an  in d e p e n d e n t c ro ss -c h e c k  o n  th e  v a lid ity  o f  th e  in -d e p th  in te rv iew s , an d  
s tru c tu red  in te rv iew s  am o n g  th e  sam ples.

A fte r  th e  g ro u p  d iscu ss io n , th e  re se a rch e r  m e t w ith  th e  w o m e n  w h o  w ere  
w illin g  to  p a r tic ip a te  in  th e  in -d e p th  in te rv iew s  to  m ak e  n e x t ap p o in tm e n ts  fo r th e
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in te rv iew s . T h e  ta p e s  w e re  sen t to  re se a rch  a ss is ta n ts  fo r tra n sc r ip tio n . T h e  tap es  w e re  
tra n sc r ib e d  in  T h a i an d  e n te re d  in to  c o m p u te r  flie s  to  fac ilita te  fu r th e r  an a ly sis .

In-depth interview . In -d e p th  in te rv iew s  w ith  th e  w o m e n  w e re  d e v e lo p e d  to  
a sse ss  th e  w o m e n ’s e x p e rie n c es  o f  u n p la n n e d  p reg n an cy , in te ra c tio n  w ith  th e ir  
s ig n if ic a n t p e rso n s , th e  c o m m u n ity  an d  p ro v id e rs , th e  p a tte rn s  o f  h e lp -  o r  h e a lth 
se e k in g  b e h a v io rs , an d  th e  rea so n s  b e h in d  th e  ch o ice (s )  re g a rd in g  th e  u n p la n n e d  
p reg n an cy . In -d e p th  in te rv ie w s  w e re  em p lo y ed  fo r b o th  th e  y o u n g  w o m e n  w ith  
u n p la n n e d  p re g n a n c y  a t th e  sh e lte rs  an d  th e  w o m e n  w h o  liv e d  in  th e  lo w -in c o m e  
c o m m u n itie s  in  B an g k o k . D e ta ils  o f  th em es  in  th e  g u id e lin e  a re  as  fo llo w s:

K ey T hem es for D ata C ollection
T h e  m a in  p a r t o f  th e  s tu d y  fo cu sed  c o lle c tin g  an d  a n a ly z in g  q u a lita tiv e  

in fo rm a tio n , to  u n d e rs ta n d  w h en , w h ere , h o w  an d  w h y  w o m e n  w ith  u n p la n n e d  
p re g n a n c ie s  so u g h t h e a lth  an d  so c ia l se rv ices , th e ir  s e rv ic e -se ek in g  p a tte rn s , an d  th e  
g ap s  b e tw e e n  th e ir  n e e d s  an d  th e  se rv ices  av a ilab le . K e y  th e m e s  an d  issu es  in c lu d e d  
th e  d e f in itio n  o f  u n p la n n e d  p re g n a n c y  an d  th e ir  in te ra c tio n  w ith  th e m se lv e s  o n ce  th e y  
faced  th e  p ro b le m ; in te ra c tio n s  an d  fee lin g s  a m o n g  th e  w o m e n  to w a rd s  th e ir  s ig n ific a n t 
p e rso n s ; so u rce s  o f  in fo rm a tio n  an d  th e  p e rso n s  th e  w o m e n  c o n su lte d ; th e  p ro c e sse s  
an d  p a tte rn s  o f  d e c is io n  m a k in g  o f  th e  w o m e n  w h o  o p te d  fo r a b o rtio n , a d o p tio n , o r  
p a ren tin g , an d  th e ir  fe e lin g s  ab o u t th e ir  ch o ice ; in te ra c tio n s  an d  fe e lin g s  b e tw e e n  
th e m se lv e s  an d  se rv ice  p ro v id e rs ; so c ia l c u ltu re  an d  s tig m a tiz a tio n  o f  sex , sex u a lity , 
an d  th e ir  p reg n an cy ; an d  th e  re a c tio n s  o f  o th e rs  to w a rd s  th e ir  sex , s e x u a lity  an d  
p reg n an cy , an d  th e  w ay s th e  w o m e n  re sp o n d e d  to  th e se  reac tio n s . T h e  in fo rm a tio n  fo r 
P h ase  I w a s  a  fo u n d a tio n  fo r c o n s tru c tin g  a  g ro u n d ed  th e o ry  o n  th e  d e c is io n -m a k in g  
p ro cess , an d  h e a lth -se e k in g  b e h a v io r  o f  y o u n g  w o m e n  w ith  u n p la n n e d  p reg n an c ie s .

A dditional Inform ation
Field observation. F ie ld  o b se rv a tio n  w as d ev e lo p ed  to  a sse ss  th e  sh e lte rs  w h e re  

th e  w o m e n  w ere  rec ru ited . D u rin g  d a ta  co lle c tio n , o b se rv a tio n s  w e re  ca rried  o u t a t th e  
sh e lte rs  to  g e t a  b e tte r  sen se  o f  w h a t th e  w o m e n  d id  d u rin g  th e ir  le isu re  tim e; and  th e ir  
so c ia liz a tio n /n e tw o rk in g . A lso , it h e lp e d  u n d e rs ta n d in g  p ro v id e rs  and  p ee rs  a ffec tin g
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c h o ic e s  i.e ., p a re n tin g  o r  a d o p tio n  o f  th e  y o u n g  w o m en , an d  c o u ld  d e sc rib e  th e  
se ttin g s , m ea n in g s , a c tiv itie s  o f  y o u n g  w o m e n  in  th e  sh e lte rs , an d  th e ir  n e tw o rk s . T h e  
m o s t im p o rta n t w a s  to  s tre n g th e n  th e  v a lid ity  o f  d a ta  c o lle c tio n  th ro u g h  in -d e p th  
in te rv iew . A lso , th e  re su lts  o f  th e  o b se rv a tio n s  w e re  u se d  to  e x p la in  th e  fin d in g s  fro m  
th e  in te rv ie w  re su lts , to  d e sc rib e  o v e ra ll se rv ice  c h a ra c te ris tic s  an d  th e  e n v iro n m e n ts  o f  
th e  sh e lte rs  w h e re  th e  w o m e n  liv e d  (p lea se  see  A p p e n d ix  2 fo r  m o re  d e ta ils ) .

T h e  re se a rc h e r  a c ted  as o b se rv e r, in  o rd e r  to  o b se rv e  th e  in te ra c tio n s  o f  th e  
w o m e n  an d  th e  p ro v id e rs  in  th e  sh e lte r  se ttin g . In fo rm a l o b se rv a tio n s  in  th e  sh e lte rs  
in c lu d e  c lie n t-p ro v id e r  in te rac tio n s , fo r su p p le m e n ta ry  in s ig h ts  in to  h o w  th e  se rv ice s  
w ere  p ro v id e d  to  th e  y o u n g  w o m e n , in c lu d in g :

•  T h e  p ro c e ss  o f  p ro v id in g  se rv ices  an d  re la te d  se rv ices .

•  P h y s ic a l an d  v isu a l p rivacy .

•  P r iv a c y  an d  co n fid e n tia lity  d u rin g  th e  se rv ice  p ro c e ss .

•  O v e ra ll c h a ra c te r is tic s  o f  th e  in te ra c tio n  a m o n g  w o m e n  w ith  se rv ice  
p ro v id e rs , an d  w o m e n  w ith  th e ir  friends.

In-depth interview  w ith  service providers. T h e  in -d e p th  in te rv ie w  g u id e lin e  
fo r se rv ice  p ro v id e rs  (d o c to rs , n u rse s , d ru g sto re  p e rso n n e l, so c ia l w o rk e rs , tra d itio n a l 
b ir th  a tten d an ts , a n d  tra d itio n a l h ea le rs )  w e re  d e v e lo p e d  to  a sse ss  re p ro d u c tiv e  h e a lth  
se rv ice  a v a ilab ility , an d  th e  m a n a g e m e n t o f  w o m e n  w h o  so u g h t a b o rtifa c ie n t p ro d u c ts  
o r  p re g n a n c y  te rm in a tio n . F o r  th e  p ro v id e rs , fo u r k e y  q u e s tio n s  w e re  e m p h as ized :

•  A re  th e re  an y  re p ro d u c tiv e  h e a lth  se rv ice s  av a ila b le ?

•  A re  th e  p ro v id e rs  y o u th -frien d ly ?

•  A re  th e  a d m in is tra tiv e  p ro ced u re s  y o u th -fr ien d ly ?
•  A re  th e re  an y  p sy ch o so c ia l b a rrie rs  p re v e n tin g  y o u th  fro m  seek in g

se rv ice s?
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3.5.2  Phase II: E xp lanatory Research
S tru c tu red  in te rv iew s  w e re  u sed  to  a sse ss  th e  fac to rs  th a t  in f lu e n c e d  w o m e n ’s 

d e c is io n s  to  o p t fo r ab o rtio n , p a ren tin g , o r  ad o p tio n . T h e  a s se s sm e n t fac to rs  b o th  
in d e p e n d e n t an d  d e p e n d e n t v a ria b le  a re  as fo llow s:

Independent V ariables
a) Personal h istory in c lu d ed  ag e  a t th e  f irs t sex u a l in te rco u rse , ag e  at th e  

la te s t u n p la n n e d  p reg n an cy , n u m b e r o f  sex u a l p a rtn e rs , an d  n u m b e r  o f  u n p la n n e d  
p reg n an cy .

b) Individual psychosocial factors in c lu d ed  a ttitu d e s  to w a rd s  c o n tracep tio n , 
a ttitu d e  to w a rd s  sex u a lity , a ttitu d e  to w ard s  u n p lan n ed  p reg n an cy , a ttitu d e  to w ard s  
se rv ice  fac ilitie s  an d  p e rso n n e l, co n su lt p a rtn e r, co n su lt p a re n ts , c o n su lts  frien d s , an d  
m a k in g  d e c is io n  w ith o u t co n su lta tio n  w e re  in c lu d e d  an d  assessed .

c) R elationships w ith sign ificant people. S ig n ific a n t p e o p le  in c lu d ed  
p a ren ts , p a rtn e rs , an d  p e e r  re la tio n sh ip s .

D ep end en t V ariable
d) C hoices or D ecisions. W h e n  an  u n p lan n ed  p re g n a n c y  o ccu rred , th e  w o m e n  

h ad  th re e  ch o ices : 1) te rm in a te  p reg n an cy ; 2 ) k eep  th e  b a b y  to  te rm  an d  p u t it u p  fo r 
ad o p tio n ; 3) k eep  th e  b a b y  to  te rm  an d  p a ren t th e  baby . Q u e s tio n s  ab o u t th e  fac to rs  th a t 
in flu e n c e d  th e  w o m e n ’s o p tio n (s )  w e re  assessed .

Process o f Instrum ent D evelopm ent and Pre-testing
A fte r  th e  re se a rch  g u id e lin e s  h ad  b e e n  c o n s tru c te d  b a se d  o n  in fo rm a tio n  

o b ta in e d  th ro u g h  th e  re v ie w e d  lite ra tu re , so m e  id eas  and  su g g e s tio n s  w e re  o b ta in e d  
th ro u g h  co n su lta tio n  w ith  th e  acad em ic  a d v iso ry  team , th e  re se a rch e rs , an d  ex p e rts  in  
ad o le sc e n t h ea lth . T h e  c o n s tru c te d  g u id e lin e s  an d  in te rv ie w  fo rm s w e re  p re -te s ted  
u s in g  face -to -face  in te rv iew in g  w ith  w o m en  w h o  c o m p lie d  w ith  th e  sa m e  in c lu s io n  
c r ite r ia  o f  th e  s tu d y  sam p le . T h e  p re -te s tin g  and  th e  sam p le  g ro u p  w ere  d iffe re n t g ro u p s 
so th a t it w as  co n fid e n t th a t th e  in s tru m e n ts  c o u ld  b e  u sed  w ith  th e  s tu d y  g roup . P re 
te s tin g  a llo w ed  th e  re se a rch e rs  to  c ro ssc h e c k  ap p ro p ria te  tra n s la tio n  o f  th e  q u estio n s , 
th e  a p p ro p ria te n e ss  o f  th e  o rd e r, th e  th o ro u g h n e ss  o f  th e  re sp o n se , an d  a sse ssm e n t o f



78

th e  re lia b ility  an d  v a lid ity  o f  th e  in te rv ie w e e s’ re sp o n se s  ( fo r  th e  a ttitu d in a l sec tio n ). 
M o re o v e r , p re - te s tin g  w as co n d u c ted  to  p e rm it th e  re se a rc h e r  to  k n o w  h o w  m u c h  tim e  
w a s  re q u ire d  to  c o n d u c t th e  in te rv iew , an d  th e  m o s t a p p ro p ria te  p la c e  to  c o n d u c t th e  
in te rv iew . P re - te s tin g  w as  p a r t o f  th e  in te rv ie w e r tra in in g  p ro c e ss , to  g a in  m o re  sk ills  
b e fo re  th e  a c tu a l d a ta  co lle c tio n . T h e  w o m e n  w h o  w e re  e x p o se d  to  p re - te s tin g  w e re  
e x c lu d e d  fro m  th e  study .

Phase I  Form ative Research: th e  in -d e p th  in te rv ie w  an d  F G D  g u id e lin e s  w e re  
p re -te s te d . P a r tic ip a n ts  w e re  e lic ited  fo r  th e  p re - te s tin g  u n til  th e  re se a rch e rs  fe lt 
c o n fid e n t ab o u t th e  q u a lity  o f  th e  in s tru m en ts , q u e s tio n s , re sp o n se s , a n d  th e  
in te rv ie w e rs ’ sk ill lev e ls . P a r tic ip a n ts  w h o  c o m p le te d  th e  p re - te s tin g  h a d  s im ila r  
c h a ra c te r is tic s  to  th e  in ten d ed  s tu d y  p a rtic ip an ts .

Phase I I  E xplanatory  Research: a  s tru c tu red  in te rv ie w  q u e s tio n n a ire  w as  u sed  
as  a  to o l fo r d a ta  co llec tio n . T h ir ty  p a r tic ip a n ts  w e re  e lic ite d  fo r  p re -te s tin g . C ro n b a c h ’s 
a lp h a  w as  u se d  fo r re lia b ility  te s tin g  fo r a ttitu d in a l p a rt. T h e  re sp o n d e n ts  w h o  
p a r tic ip a te d  th e  p re te s t w e re  s im ila r  to  th e  in ten d ed  p a r tic ip a n ts  o f  th e  study . A t th e  en d  
o f  th e  p re -te s tin g , th e  in te rv ie w e e s  w e re  a sk ed  ab o u t a p p ro p ria te n e ss , a n d  fe e d b a c k  w as 
re q u e s te d  o n  a n y  issu es  c o n c e rn in g  th e  re sea rch e rs  an d  th e  p a r tic ip a n ts . F o llo w in g  th e  
p re -te s tin g , a p p ro p ria te  m o d if ic a tio n s  w e re  m ad e  p r io r  to  d a ta  c o lle c tio n .

3.6 Definition of Terms

3.6.1 D efin itions o f  Term s
a) Y oung w om en or young people re fe r  to  w o m e n  ag ed  1 3 -24  years. 

H o w ev e r, th e re  a re  d iffe re n t w o rd s , d e fin itio n s , an d  ag e  ran g es  u se d  to  d e sc r ib e  th e  
tra n s itio n  from  c h ild h o o d  to  ad u lth o o d  am o n g  th is  age g roup . T h u s  in  th is  s tu d y , th e  
te rm s “ A d o le sc e n ts” , “Y o u th ” , “ Y o u n g  A d u lts” an d  “ Y o u n g  P e o p le ”  are 
in te rch an g eab le .

b) H ealth-seeking patterns re fe rs  to  yo u n g , lo w -in c o m e  w o m e n  w ith  
u n p lan n ed  p re g n a n c ie s  u tiliz in g  th e  se rv ice s  o f  b o th  th e  fo rm a l a n d /o r  in fo rm a l sec to rs
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(p o p u la r , p ro fe ss io n a l, a n d  fo lk  sec to rs ), to  seek  ca re , su p p o rt, o r  tre a tm e n t o n c e  th e y  
h a v e  d e c id e d  to  o p t fo r  ab o rtio n , b ir th  an d  ad o p tio n , o r  b ir th  an d  k e e p in g  th e  baby . 
H e a lth -se e k in g  p a tte rn s  a re  in flu e n c e d  b y  sev e ra l fac to rs , in c lu d in g  so c io -d e m o g ra p h ic  
ch a ra c te ris tic s , in d iv id u a l p sy c h o so c ia l fac to rs , s ig n if ic a n t o th e rs , an d  e n v iro n m e n ta l 
fa c to rs  o f  th e  se rv ice  fac ilitie s .

c) Patterns re fe rs  to  th e  re g u la rity  (s im ila rity , c o m m o n a lity )  in  w h a t w o m e n  
w ith  u n p la n n e d  p re g n a n c ie s  d isc lo se  ab o u t th e ir  p ro c e sse s  o f  s e e k in g  h e lp  a n d /o r  
u tiliz in g  se rv ice s  b a se d  o n  se le c tin g  ch o ice(s).

d) Popular sector is a  m a tr ix  w ith  sev e ra l lev e ls , in c lu d in g  th e  in d iv id u a l, th e  
fam ily , so c ia l n e tw o rk , a n d  c o m m u n ity  b e lie fs  an d  ac tiv itie s . It is  th e  lay , n o n 
p ro fe ss io n a l, n o n -sp e c ia lis t ,  p o p u la r  c u ltu re  a ren a  in  w h ic h  illn e ss  is  f irs t d e f in e d  an d  
h e a lth c a re  ac tiv itie s  a re  in itia te d  b a se d  o n  b e lie fs , a ttitu d es , re la tio n sh ip s , in te ra c tio n a l 
se ttin g s , a n d  in s titu tio n s  (K le in m an , 1980).

e) Professional sector is  co m p o se d  o f  p ro fe ss io n a l p h y s ic a l an d  m e n ta l 
h e a lin g  p e rso n n e l. T h e y  h a v e  c o m p le te d  tra in in g  in  m o d e m  sc ie n tif ic  m e d ic in e , an d  
c o m p rise  tra in e d  d ru g s to re  p e rso n n e l, n u rse s , d o c to rs , so c ia l w o rk e rs , an d  p a ra m e d ic s  
(K le in m an , 1980).

f) Folk  sector is  co m p o se d  o f  n o n -p ro fe ss io n a l h e a lin g  p e rso n n e l; tra d itio n a l 
b ir th  a tten d an ts  (T B A ), an d  tra d itio n a l h ea le rs  (T H ) a re  in  th is  sec to r. F o lk  m e d ic in e  is 
a  m ix tu re  o f  m a n y  d iffe re n t c o m p o n en ts ; so m e  a re  c lo se ly  re la te d  to  th e  p ro fe s s io n a l 
sec to r, b u t m o s t a re  re la te d  to  th e  p o p u la r  sec to r (K le in m an , 1980).

g) A ttitude is  d e f in e d  as a  m a n n e r  o f  fee lin g  o r  th in k in g  th a t sh o w s a 
w o m a n ’s d isp o s itio n , an d  o p in io n , w h ic h  a re  re a d y  to  re sp o n d  to  re a c tio n s  fro m  o u ts id e  
to w a rd s  th e  u n p la n n e d  p reg n an cy . A ttitu d e  is co m p o se d  o f  th re e  c o m p o n e n ts , 1) 
co g n itiv e , o r  w o rd in g  th a t  sh o w s th e ir  b e lie fs ; 2) a ffec tiv e , o r  w o rd in g  th a t sh o w s  th e ir  
fee lin g s; 3) an d  b eh a v io ra l co m p o n e n ts , o r  w o rd in g /re a c tio n  th a t sh o w s th e ir  p rac tic e s  
(P rap ap en , 1994). A ttitu d e  w as a sse ssed  b y  ad ap ted  L ik e rt S ca le , w ith  ra tin g s  ran g in g
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fro m  1 to  3 (ag ree , n eu tra l, an d  d isag ree , re sp ec tiv e ly ). T h e  a ttitu d e s  o f  y o u n g  low - 
in c o m e  w o m e n  w ith  u n p la n n e d  p re g n an c ie s  in  th is  s tu d y  in c lu d e d  a ttitu d e  to w a rd s  sex , 
sex u a lity , p reg n an cy , co n tra c e p tio n , an d  se rv ice s  fac ilitie s  an d  p ro v id e rs .

h) L ow -incom e is  d e f in e d  as a  to ta l fam ily  in c o m e  o f  le ss  th a n  10,000 B ah t 
p e r  m o n th  (P isa lb u tr , 1997).

i) C hoices is  d e f in e d  as o p tio n s  av a ila b le  fo r y o u n g  w o m e n  to  so lv e  
u n p la n n e d  p re g n a n c ie s , in c lu d in g  ab o rtio n , p a ren tin g , o r  ad o p tio n .

j) D ecision  m aking process is ad ap ted  fro m  R u tc h u k u l (1 9 9 8 ) w h ic h  d e fin ed  
as a  p ro c e ss  th a t y o u n g  w o m e n  w ith  u n p lan n ed  p reg n an c ie s  u se  to  so lv e  th e  p ro b le m  b y  
1) s e e k in g  in fo rm a tio n ; 2 ) a rra n g in g  th e ir  ch o ices ; 3 ) f in d in g  ra tio n a le s  to  su p p o rt th e ir  
ch o ice ; a n d  4 ) p e rfo rm in g  as p lan n ed . W o m e n  w h o  m a d e  th e ir  d e c is io n s  m ig h t seek  
se rv ice s  fro m  th e  fo rm a l an d  in fo rm a l sec to rs  fo r ab o rtio n , b ir th  a n d  a d o p tio n , o r  b ir th  
an d  k e e p in g  th e  bab y . D e c is io n s  w e re  in flu en ced  b y  v a r io u s  fac to rs , in c lu d in g  so c io 
d e m o g ra p h ic  c h a ra c te r is tic s , in d iv id u a l p sy c h o so c ia l fac to rs , re la tio n sh ip s  w ith  
s ig n if ic a n t o th e rs , an d  e n v iro n m e n ta l facto rs.

k) Personal h istory o f  y o u n g  w o m e n  w ith  u n p la n n e d  p re g n a n c ie s  re fe rs  to  
ag e  at th e  firs t s e x u a l in te rco u rse , ag e  a t th e  la te s t u n p la n n e d  p reg n an cy , n u m b e r  o f  
sex u a l p a rtn e rs , an d  n u m b e r  o f  u n p la n n e d  p reg n an c ies .

l) In d ivid ual psychosocial factors o f  y o u n g  w o m e n  w ith  u n p la n n e d  
p re g n a n c ie s  re fe rs  to  a ttitu d e s  to w ard s  c o n tracep tio n , a ttitu d e  to w a rd s  sex u a lity , 
a ttitu d e  to w a rd s  u n p la n n e d  p reg n an cy , a ttitu d e  to w ard s  se rv ice  fac ilitie s  an d  p e rso n n e l, 
co n su lt p a rtn e r, c o n su lt p a ren ts , co n su lts  frien d s, an d  m a k in g  d e c is io n  w ith o u t 
co n su lta tio n  w e re  in c lu d e d  an d  assessed .

m) S ignificant persons re fe r  to  p a ren ts , p a rtn e r(s), an d  p eers .
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ท) M arital status: m a rrie d  is d e fin ed  as th e  s ta tu s  in  w h ic h  a  w o m a n  d ec id e s  
to  sh a re  h e r  fam ily  life  w ith  h e r s ig n ific an t o th e r  a n d /o r m a in ta in  th e  c o u p le ’s 
re la tio n sh ip . A lso , i f  th e  w o m a n  p e rce iv e s  th a t sh e  can  rev ea l h e r  p a r tn e r  to  th e  fam ily  
m e m b e r, o r  s till m a in ta in  th e  re la tio n sh ip  w ith  h e r  p a rtn e r, it w o u ld  b e  d e fin e d  as 
m arried , an d  i f  it is n o t p o ss ib le  to  d isc lo se  to  o th e rs  o r  th e  re la tio n sh ip  w ith  th e  p a r tn e r  
c o llap sed , it w as  d e fin ed  as  u n m arried .

3.7 Data Collection and Management

3.7.1 Phase I Form ative R esearch
D a ta  c o lle c tio n  fo r  P h a se  I to o k  6 m o n th s , fro m  th e  f irs t w e e k  o f  O c to b e r  2 0 0 2  

to  th e  en d  o f  M a rc h  2 0 0 3 , a t th e  fiv e  sh e lte rs , an d  in  th e  c o m m u n itie s  th ro u g h  p e e rs  in  
B an g k o k . T h e  re se a rch e r  in te rv ie w e d  a ll th e  s tu d y  w o m e n  in d iv id u a lly  b e c a u se  th e  
q u e s tio n s  an d  d isc u ss io n  c o n c e rn e d  p re m a rita l sex , p re g n a n c y , a n d  p re g n a n c y  
te rm in a tio n , an d  w e re  v e ry  sen s itiv e  an d  illeg a l in  T h a i cu ltu re , an d  a lso  b e c a u se  th e  
q u a lita tiv e  re se a rch  h a d  n o t  ta rg e te d  a  sam p le  s iz e  n u m b er. F o r  th is  re a so n , it w as  
im p o rta n t th a t i t  w as  th e  re se a rch e r  w h o  m ad e  th e  d e c is io n  o n  w h e n  th e  d a ta  w ere  
sa tu ra te d  an d  w h e n  to  s to p  fu r th e r  rec ru itm en t. In  ad d itio n , m o s t o f  th e  w o m e n  d id  n o t 
d isc lo se  th e ir  ex p e rie n c es  to  an y o n e  th ey  w e re  n o t fa m ilia r  w ith . M o re o v e r , b y  
co lle c tin g  d a ta  a lo n e  th e  re se a rc h e r  co u ld  a sk  fo r an d  p ro b e  in -d e p th  in fo rm a tio n  ab o u t 
e a c h  w o m a n ’s ex p e rien ces . A t th e  b e g in n in g  o f  d a ta  co lle c tio n , th e  re se a rc h e r  v is ite d  
each  sh e lte r  to  jo in  th e ir  ro u tin e  ac tiv itie s  an d  a ss is t th e  so c ia l w o rk e r  te a c h  h o w  to 
p re p a re  to  b e  a  h e a lth y  m o th e r. A t th e  sess io n , th e  so c ia l w o rk e r  in tro d u c e d  th e  
re se a rc h e r  an d  le t h e r  sh a re  ex p e rien ces  o f  p reg n an cy  w ith  th e  w o m e n  in  th e  sh e lte rs . 
T h u s, a  sen se  o f  tru s t w a s  g a in ed  fro m  th e  w o m en , w h ic h  m a d e  it e a s ie r  to  get 
c o lla b o ra tio n  fro m  th e  w o m en . T h e  s tep s  o f  d a ta  co lle c tio n  an d  m a n a g e m e n t w e re  as 
fo llo w s:

1) P rep a ra tio n . P rio r  to  d a ta  co lle c tio n , I as th e  re se a rc h e r  c o o rd in a te d  w ith  
p ee rs , so c ia l w o rk e rs , an d  th e  d irec to rs  o f  all th e  sh e lte rs  to  m a k e  a p p o in tm e n ts  to  ask  
fo r p e rm iss io n  to  co n d u c t th e  study . A fte r  re ce iv in g  p e rm iss io n  fro m  th e  d ire c to rs  and  
c o m m itm e n t fro m  th e  p ee rs , th e  s tu d y  s ite s  and  lo g is tic s  w e re  p rep a red , an d  th e  d a ta  
c o lle c tio n  to o ls  w ere  d e v e lo p e d  an d  p re -te s ted .
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2) T rain in g  research assistants. T h e  ro le s  o f  th e  re se a rc h  a ss is ta n ts  w e re  to  
b e  n o te - ta k e rs  w h ile  c o n d u c tin g  th e  F G D s, tra n sc r ib in g  tap es , an d  re c ru itin g  an d  
sc re e n in g  th e  s tu d y  p a r tic ip a n ts  fo r th e  resea rch e r. H a v in g  th e  re se a rc h  a ss is ta n ts  as  th e  
n o te - ta k e r  is im p o rta n t in  case  th e  sam p le s  do  n o t g iv e  th e  v e rb a l e x p re ss io n  in  
re sp o n se  to  th e  sp e c if ic  issu es; th e n  th e  n o te - ta k e r  c a n  m a k e  a  n o te  o n  th e  fie ld n o te s . 
T h e  in c lu s io n  c r ite r ia  fo r  th e  re sea rch  ass is tan ts  w e re  th a t a ll o f  th e m  h a d  th e  
o p p o rtu n ity  to  c o n ta c t th e  p o te n tia l s tu d y  g ro u p , an d  h ad  p o s it iv e  a ttitu d e s  to w a rd s  
p re m a rita l sex , sex u a lity , an d  ab o rtio n . T h e  tra in in g  c o n te n t in c lu d e d  th e  se x u a lity  in  
th e  T h a i co n te x t, so c io -p o litic a l v a lu es  an d  n o rm s  o f  p re g n a n c y  a m o n g  y o u n g  
u n m a rr ie d  w o m e n , u n p la n n e d  p re g n a n c y  an d  ch o ices . M o re o v e r , th e  re se a rc h  a ss is ta n ts  
w e re  b r ie fe d  ab o u t th e  h o w  to  tak e  n o te  in  th e  q u a lita tiv e  w ays. T h e  p re - te s t g u id e lin e s  
w e re  u se d  as a  tra in in g  to o l to  re in fo rce  th e  re se a rch  a s s is ta n ts ’ sk ills .

3) Steps in data collection. T h e  y o u n g  w o m e n  w ith  u n p la n n e d  p re g n a n c ie s  
w h o  c o m p lie d  w ith  th e  in c lu s io n  c rite ria  w e re  e lic ite d  fo r  th e  s tu d y . T h e  re se a rc h e r  
ex p la in e d  th e  p u rp o se  o f  th e  s tu d y  an d  read  th e  co n sen t fo rm  to  th e  p a r tic ip a n ts  in  o rd e r  
to  g e t p e rm is s io n  to  g a th e r  in fo rm a tio n  acco rd in g  to  th e  g u id e lin e s  a n d  th e  in te rv ie w  
fo rm s.

T h e  m a in  co n c e rn s  at th is  s tag e  w e re  c o n fid e n tia lity  an d  b re a k in g  th e  ice  so  th a t 
th e  re sp o n d e n ts  tru s te d  an d  fe lt co n fid en t ab o u t d isc lo s in g  th e ir  p ro b le m s  free ly . T h e  
p ro c e ss  m a in ta in e d  re sp o n d e n t co n fid e n tia lity  at a ll tim es. In fo rm a tio n  c o lle c te d  
th ro u g h  in te rv ie w s  an d  o b se rv a tio n  w as m a d e  p e rm a n e n t b y  re m o v in g  th e  n a m e s  an d  
o th e r  id e n tify in g  in fo rm a tio n  fro m  th e  da ta , to  en su re  th a t th e  n a m e s  o f  th e  p a r tic ip a n ts  
d id  n o t ap p e a r on  an y  p ap e r, in  an y  c ircu m stan ce . A  sig n ed  co n se n te d  fo rm  w as  u tiliz e d  
w ith  a ll o f  th e  cases. A ll d a ta  w ere  k ep t in  a  secu re  p la c e  to  p ro te c t th e m  fro m  th e  
au th o ritie s .

T ap e  re c o rd in g s  w e re  u sed  w ith  all cases, i f  p e rm itted . I f  an y  case  d id  n o t 
p e rm it tap e  rec o rd in g , th e  re se a rch e r  u sed  sh o rt n o te s , k ey  w o rd s  an d  ex p a n d e d  th e  
n o tes  a fte r  re tu rn in g  fro m  th e  field . T h e  reco rd ed  tap es  w e re  tra n sc r ib e d  and  p rep a red
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fo r d a ta  an a ly sis . A p a rt fro m  th e  n o tes, c o m m e n ts  ab o u t th e  a p p e a ra n ce  an d  re a c tio n s  
o f  th e  re sp o n d e n ts  w e re  o b se rv e d  an d  n o ted .

4) P erform ing q uality  control checks. A ll o f  th e  d a ta  w e re  c h e c k e d  in  th e  
f ie ld  to  e n su re  th a t a ll th e  in fo rm a tio n  w a s  p ro p e r ly  c o lle c te d  an d  reco rd ed . B e fo re  an d  
d u rin g  d a ta  p ro c e ss in g , th e  d a ta  an d  tap es  w e re  ch eck ed  a g a in  fo r c o m p le te n e ss  an d  
in te rn a l c o n s is te n c y  b e fo re  b e in g  sen t to  th e  re se a rch  a ss is ta n ts  fo r tra n sc r ip tio n . A fte r  
th e  ta p e s  h a d  b e e n  tra n sc rib e d , a  h a rd c o p y  o f  th e  tra n sc r ip tio n  re su lts  w e re  re c h e c k ed  
ag a in  fo r  d a ta  co n sis ten cy . M o reo v e r, th e  re su lts  w e re  c ro ss -c h e c k ed  w ith  o th e r  so u rce s  
o f  in fo rm a tio n , in c lu d in g  o b se rv a tio n , F G D s, an d  in -d e p th  in te rv iew s .

5) D ata processing: categorizing and coding. F o r  th e  q u a lita tiv e  d a ta , 
p re lim in a ry  an a ly sis  id e n tif ie d  th e  k e y  th em es  an d  issu es  fo r fu r th e r  an a ly sis . T h e  
p re lim in a ry  d a ta  an a ly s is  w as  p ro c e sse d  b y  h a n d  o n  a  m a s te r  ta lly  sh ee t, th e n  c o n te n t 
an a ly s is  w a s  em p lo y ed  fo r d a ta  analysis.

T h e  a d d itio n a l in fo rm a tio n  c o lle c ted  fro m  re p ro d u c tiv e  h e a lth  p ro v id e rs  w a s  
e m p lo y e d  a fte r  th e  re se a rch e r  co m p le ted  c o lle c tin g  th e  w o m e n ’s g ro u p  d a ta . P ro v id e rs  
w e re  id e n tif ie d  th ro u g h  th e  re p ro d u c tiv e  h e a lth  n e tw o rk  in  o rd e r  to  o b ta in  g o o d  
c o lla b o ra tio n  fo r th e  study . A fte r  th e  re se a rch e r  in tro d u c e d  th e  p u rp o se s  an d  
c o n fid e n tia l n a tu re  o f  th e  s tu d y , m o s t o f  th e  p ro v id e rs  c o lla b o ra te d  w e ll w ith  th e  
re sea rch e r, b u t th e y  d id  n o t a llo w  tap e -reco rd in g . A fte r  c o m p le tio n  o f  th e  in te rv iew s , 
th e  re se a rc h e r  e x p a n d e d  th e  n o te s  im m e d ia te ly  a fte r  re tu rn in g  fro m  th e  fie ld , so  th a t it 
w as  e a s ie r  to  re c a ll th e  in fo rm atio n .

3.7.2 P hase II E xp lanatory R esearch
P h a se  II, d a ta  co lle c tio n  s ta rted  a fte r  th e  in te rv ie w  q u e s tio n n a ire  w as  p re - te s te d  

and  a d ju s te d  b a se d  o n  th e  q u a lita tiv e  re su lts  from  P h a se  I o f  th e  s tudy . It to o k  five  
m o n th s—N o v e m b e r 2003  to  M arch  2 0 0 4 - a t  th e  sam e  s ite s  as  P h a se  I, b u t w ith  n e w  se t 
o f  sam p le s , so th a t it co u ld  b e  a ssu red  th a t th e  fac to rs  id e n tif ie d  in  P h a se  I an d  th e  
lite ra tu re  re v ie w  c o u ld  p re d ic t th e  se lec tio n  o f  o p tio n s  (ab o rtio n , p a re n tin g , o r  a d o p tio n ) 
o f  th e  w o m e n  w ith  u n p la n n e d  p reg n an c ie s  in  th is  P h ase . T h e  e la p se  o f  tim e  d u rin g



84

q u a lita tiv e  d a ta  c o lle c tio n  an d  an a ly sis  a llo w e d  th e  re se a rc h e r  to  re c ru it a  n e w  se t o f  
s tu d y  sam p le s  a f te r  th e  P h a s e -1 s tu d y  g ro u p  h ad  a ll le ft th e  sh e lte rs . T h e  re se a rch e r  
in te rv ie w e d  m o s t o f  th e  ca se s  w ith  an  a ss is ta n t fro m  th e  p e e rs , re se a rc h  a ss is ta n ts , an d  
so c ia l w o rk e rs  a t th e  sh e lte rs .

3.8 Data Analysis

3.8.1 P hase I Form ative R esearch
D u rin g  d a ta  c o lle c tio n , th e  re se a rch e r  an a ly zed  in fo rm a tio n  c a se -b y -ca se  an d  

b u il t  a  se t o f  b a s ic  k e y  issu es  fo r fu r th e r  s tu d y  an d  in v e s tig a tio n s  in  su b se q u e n t 
in te rv iew s , w h ic h  fo rm ed  th e  b a s is  fo r  th e  g ro u n d e d  th eo ry . T h e  a c c u m u la tio n  o f  
in fo rm a tio n  w ith  each  case  w a s  g ra d u a lly  ad ju s te d  and  th e  th e o ry  c la r if ie d  u n til it h ad  
rea c h e d  a  s tag e  o f  th e o re tic a l sa tu ra tio n . A t th is  p o in t, th e  re se a rc h e r  s to p p e d  re c ru itin g  
n e w  p a rtic ip an ts . P r im a ry  d a ta  an a ly sis  fo r  P h ase  I to o k  p la c e  im m e d ia te ly  a fte r  
c o lle c tin g  th e  d a ta  fo r each  case , so th a t th e  re se a rch e r c o u ld  c o m p le te  th e  in fo rm a tio n  
w h ile  it w as  s till  fre sh  in  m em o ry .

C o n te n t a n a ly s is  w a s  u se d  fo r an a ly z in g  th e  to ta l d a ta . T h e  c h o ic e  o f  o p tio n s  b y  
th e  y o u n g  w o m e n  w ith  u n p la n n e d  p re g n a n c ie s  (ab o rtio n , p a re n tin g , o r  ad o p tio n )  w ere  
c o n s ta n tly  c o m p a re d  to  id e n tify  c o m m o n a lity  o r  d iffe re n ce  fo r  each  c h o ic e  th a t th e  
w o m e n  m ad e  to  so lv e  th e  u n p la n n e d  p reg n an cy , fac to rs  th a t re la te d  to  th e  o p tio n s  
c o n s id e re d  b y  th e  y o u n g  w o m e n , th e ir  d e c is io n -m a k in g  p ro c e sse s , th e ir  h e a lth -se e k in g  
p a tte rn s , an d  fac to rs  a ffe c tin g  th e ir  h e a lth -se e k in g  b eh av io rs . U s in g  th is  m e th o d , th e  
re se a rch e r co u ld  m a k e  in d u c tiv e  co n c lu s io n s  fro m  th e  fin d in g s  in to  a  la rg e r  th e o re tic a l 
p ic tu re , o r  th eo ry , o f  u n p la n n e d  p reg n an cy .

3.8.2 Phase II E xp lanatory R esearch
D ata Preparation
F o r th e  q u a n tita tiv e  d a ta  an a ly sis , th e  re se a rch e r th o ro u g h ly  ed ited  th e  

s tru c tu red  in te rv ie w  fo rm s fo r accu racy , c o n s is te n c y  an d  c o m p le te n e ss  a fte r  the  
in te rv iew s  w e re  c o m p le ted . T h en , all o f  th e  in te rv iew  fo rm s w ere  c o d ed  an d  tran sfe rred  
to  th e  E x ce l p ro g ram . A fte r  all th e  d a ta  w e re  c lean ed  an d  d o u b le -c h e c k e d  (b y  d o u b le
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e n te re d  th e  d a ta  in to  th e  E x ce l p ro g ram , th en  ru n n in g  fo r  f re q u e n c ie s  to  c o m p are  
n u m b e r  a n d  p e rc e n ta g e  o f  each  v a riab les) in  th e  E x ce l p ro g ra m , th is  file  w as  
tra n s fe rre d  to  th e  S P S S  P C  v e rs io n  10.0 (C o ak es , S J &  S teed , L G , 2 0 0 1 )  p ro g ra m  fo r 
an a ly sis .

V ariab les o f  the Study
T h e  v a ria b le s  in  th is  s tu d y  w ere  ca te g o riz ed  in to  tw o  g ro u p s—d e p e n d e n t an d  

in d e p e n d e n t v a riab le s . E a c h  v a ria b le  w as m e a su re d  b y  a  c a te g o ric a l, in te rv a l, o r  ra tio  
sc a le  a c c o rd in g  to  its  o p e ra tio n a l d e fin itio n  (as sh o w n  in  ta b le  3 .1 ). T h e re  w e re  th re e  
g ro u p s  o f  d e p e n d e n t v a ria b le  (ch o ices  o f  th e  y o u n g  w o m e n  w ith  u n p la n n e d  
p re g n a n c ie s )  i. e., a b o rtio n , p a ren tin g , an d  ad o p tio n .
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V ariables and O perational D efinition

T ab le 3 .1 : O p e ra tio n a l D e fin itio n s  fo r  D esc rip tiv e  an d  D isc r im in a n t A n a ly s is , P h a se  n
Independent Variables and Operational Definition Scale

Descriptive Statistics
•  Socio demographic characteristics
Educational status is grouped into three categories: grade 0-4, grade 5-10, and 
>  grade 10.
Living status is grouped into tw o groups; living w ith m other/father, and parents; 
and living w ith  others/alone.
Work status is grouped by w orking, studying, and unem ployed/housew ife. 
Marital status is coded follow ing the definition o f  term s into having a 
relationship (m arried), and no t having a relationship (unm arried).
Parental education is m easured as grade 1-4/no schooling, and>grade4. 
Parental marital status is classified into two categories: having a relationship, 
and not having a relationship.

Discriminant Analysis
•  Personal history
A ge at the first sexual intercourse 
Age at the latest unplanned pregnancy 
N um ber o f  sexual partner 
N um ber o f  unplanned pregnancies
•  Individual psychosocial factors
Attitudes towards sexuality, contraception, pregnancy, facilities and 
providers are classified into three categories: agree, undecided, and disagree.
•  Relationships with others
Parents. This variable includes the relationships o f  the young w om en w ith their 
parents, as w ell as their caretakers. This variable is constructed from  the answ ers 
to the questions and is classified into three sca les-good , fair, and poor.
Partner. This variable includes the relationships o f  the young w om en w ith  their 
partner(s). The answ ers to the questions are classified into three scales—good, 
fair, and poor.
Peers. This variable includes the relationship o f  the young w om en w ith their 
peers. The answ ers to the questions are classified into three sca les-good , fair, 
and poor
•  Seek consultation while having trouble. The answ ers o f  the questions are 

classified into yes, o r no ( C a t e g o r i c a l  s c a l e )  w hich were transform ed to be 
dum m y variables as follow:

se lf  (m aking decision w ithout consultation)—y es= l, no=0. 
consult partner—y es= l, no=0,
parents (father and m other), siblings and others —y es= l, no=0.
Peers, —y es= l, no=0. _________________________________________

Categorical

Categorical

Categorical
Categorical

Categorical
Categorical

R a tio
R a tio
R a tio
R a t io

I n te r v a l

I n te r v a l

I n te r v a l

I n te r v a l

Dummy
Variable
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Statistical M ethods
T h e  s ta tis tic a l an a ly s is  m e th o d s  u sed  w e re  as fo llow s:
1) D e sc r ip tiv e  s ta tis tic s  u s in g  o f  fre q u e n c ies  an d  p e rc e n t d is tr ib u tio n , m ean , 

an d  s ta n d a rd  d e v ia tio n  (S .D .) w e re  ca lcu la ted  to  d e p ic t th e  d is tr ib u tio n  o f  y o u n g  
w o m e n  w ith  u n p la n n e d  p re g n a n c ie s  to  th e  3 k e y  se ts  o f  in d e p e n d e n t v a r ia b le s -  p e rso n a l 
h is to ry , in d iv id u a l p sy c h o so c ia l fac to rs , an d  re la tio n sh ip s  w ith  s ig n if ic a n t p eo p le . T h is  
an a ly s is  a im e d  a t u n d e rs ta n d in g  th e  d is tr ib u tio n  o f  h e a lth -se e k in g  b e h a v io rs  an d  th e  
d e c is io n s  o f  th e  y o u n g  w o m e n  w ith  th e  in d e p e n d e n t v a riab les .

2 ) D isc r im in a n t an a ly s is  is  a  m u ltiv a r ia te  s ta tis tic s  te c h n iq u e , w h ic h  th e  m a in  
p u rp o se  is  to  p re d ic t g ro u p  m e m b ersh ip  b a se d  o n  th e  lin e a r  c o m b in a tio n  o f  in te rv a l 
v a riab le s . T h e  se c o n d  p u rp o se  o f  d isc r im in a n t an a ly s is  is a n  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  th e  d a ta  
se t th a t c a n  g iv e  in s ig h t in to  th e  re la tio n sh ip  b e tw e e n  g ro u p  m e m b e rsh ip  an d  th e  
v a r ia b le s  u se d  to  p re d ic t g ro u p  m em b ersh ip . S o , th is  s tu d y  e m p lo y e d  th e  seco n d  
p u rp o se  o f  th e  d isc r im in a n t an a ly s is  in  o rd e r  to  id e n tify  in f lu e n c in g  fac to rs  a ffe c tin g  
th e  c h o ic e s  o f  y o u n g  w o m e n  w ith  u n p la n n e d  p re g n a n c ie s  i.e ., ab o rtio n , p a re n tin g , o r 
ad o p tio n .

3.9 Ethics and Confidentiality

D u rin g  an d  a f te r  d a ta  co lle c tio n , th e  m a in te n a n c e  o f  p r iv a c y  an d  c o n fid e n tia lity  
w as  v e ry  stric t. T h e se  issu es  a re  im p o rta n t b e c a u se  it is a  se n s itiv e  to p ic  th a t  d ea ls  w ith  
sex u a lity , ab o rtio n , a n d  p o litic a l issues. T h e  in te rv iew s  w e re  c o n d u c te d  w h e re  
q u e s tio n s  an d  re sp o n se s  c o u ld  n o t b e  o v erh eard .

In  T h a ilan d , p re m a rita l sex , se x u a lity  an d  ab o rtio n  a re  v e ry  se n s itiv e  issu es  fo r 
d isc u ss io n  a m o n g  b o th  c lien ts  an d  p ro v id e rs  b e c a u se  a b o rtio n  is  illeg a l an d  in v o lv e s  
m o ra l a n d  cu ltu ra l n o rm s  an d  v a lu es. T h u s, a ll o f  th e  sam p le  p o p u la tio n  w a s  in fo rm ed  
ab o u t co n fid e n tia lity . In  ad d itio n , all in fo rm a tio n  w as k ep t c o n fid e n tia l a c c o rd in g  to  
h u m a n  su b je c t p ro te c tio n  g u id e lin e s . A n o n y m ity  w as em p lo y ed  an d  m a in ta in e d  d u rin g  
th e  s tudy . N o  fu ll n a m e s  o r  o th e r  in fo rm a tio n  th a t co u ld  id e n tify  p a r tic ip a n ts  w ere  
re c o rd e d  d u rin g  an y  p o r tio n  o f  th e  study . F ie ld  n o tes , tap e  tra n sc rip ts , a n d  an y  o th e r
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f ie ld  d a ta  c o lle c tio n  fo rm s u se d  d u rin g  th e  re sea rch  w e re  c o lle c te d  an d  s to re d  in  a  
se c u re  lo c a tio n  w h e re  u n a u th o riz e d  p e rso n s  co u ld  n o t a ccess  th em . M o re  im p o rtan tly , 
a ll o f  th e  p a r tic ip a n ts  in  th e  s tu d y  w e re  v o lu n ta ry . T h e  v o lu n ta ry  n a tu re  o f  th e  s tu d y  
w a s  s tre sse d  a t th e  tim e  o f  re c ru itm e n t an d  ag a in  a t th e  s ta rt o f  th e  in -d e p th  in te rv iew s . 
A lso , a t a n y  tim e  d u rin g  an  in te rv iew , a  p a r tic ip a n t w a s  free  to  leav e  o r te rm in a te  th e  
sess io n .

A c c o rd in g  to  th e  e th ic s  c o m m itte e  s tan d ard s  in  T h a ila n d , fo r w o m e n  ag ed  u n d e r  
15 y ears , th e  re p re se n ta tiv e  o f  th e  sh e lte rs  is th e  o n e  w h o  is  a u th o riz e d  to  s ig n  th e  
c o n se n t fo rm  o n  b e h a lf  o f  th e se  g irls , w h ile  w o m e n  ag ed  15 y ea rs  o r  o ld e r  w e re  
a u th o riz e d  to  s ig n  th e  c o n se n t fo rm  th em se lv es .
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