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# # 6084652728 : MAJOR COMMUNICATION ARTS

KEYWORD:
Jakkapant Choosong : COMMUNICATING ONLINE WITCH-HUNT. Advisor: Prof. Dr.
PIRONGRONG RAMASOOTA

This research examines (1) communicative components of online Witch-hunt and
Kangaroo Court, (2) impacts on the live of an individual or a group of individuals fallen prey to
these phenomena as well as their approach in managing problem. Three individuals were
selected to be case studies as part of an investigation on Facebook posts and comments with
a tendency toward the occurrence of the phenomena. These case studies were chosen due
to their involvement with criticism against the Thai monarchy, the immorality of celebrities
committing adultery, and gender and transsexuality. Content analysis was carried out to
examine Facebook pages, posts, and followers’ the comments. An in-depth interview was,
then, performed on affected individuals in an attempt the identify their approach in managing
the Witch-hunt situation they faced. The results revealed that communicative components
were Hate Speech, Cyber-bullying, and Doxxing. Furthermore, the analysis of Facebook pages’
content and followers’ comments indicated the activities of online witch hunting. Lastly, the
results of the in-depth interview detected these following impacts; (1) an impact in terms of
human rights, (2) negative influence on family members, (3) negative influence on
professionality, (4) negative influence on relationship with surrounding individuals. In addition,
these case studies exhibited 3 main approaches to tackle the problem; (1) by clarifying the
allegation on Facebook, (2) by the allegation to mass media, and (3) by prosecution.
Furthermore, Online Witch-Hunt differed in detail depending on each case. The severity level
of the attack appeared in close relation with different allegations. All in all, these phenomena

could be a result of cultural norms and values held dearly in Thailand.

Field of Study: Communication Arts Student's Signature ......c.cccoeovvevniennns

Academic Year: 2019 Advisor's Signature ........c.ccoceveveercennn.
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