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ABSTRACT

The project titled “Public Interest Organizations in Thailand” has the objectives to
trace historical development, identify outstanding characteristics, size, scope, structure,
financial and legal status, and potential roles of public interest organizations. Data base
formulated and information documented in this report will be made available to government,
private, and people’s sectors. The aim is to provide support for capacity building and
networking possibilities to enable the organizations to function in ways which will most benefit

Thai society as a whole.

During the past 50 years, public interest organizations have changed their roles and
functions from mostly providing social services during the period after World War II and
during the military regimes to organizations seeking development solutions and practices
during 1973-1992. Activities during these two decades shifted from social services to
community-based development. Focus of activities also shifted from individuals and target
group approach to holistic community development approach. Many organizations expanded
the scope of their work from single sector to multi-sector and integrated dcvélopmcnt. Later
on, organizations working in the same area formed networks and became social movements
advocating issues of rights to development as well as basic rights for certain disadvantaged

groups.

After the May incident in 1992 social movements for democracy and people’s
participation became very much evident, Demand for 2 new constitution lead to a very
participatory constitution drafting process with basic rights and people’s participation as the
main theme of the constitution. The 1997 economic and financial crisis further support anti-
globalization movements believed to be one of the main causes of the crisis. Negative impacts
of capitalism and globalization together with the roles of supra-national organizations,
especially the international financial institutions, became issues which Thai public-interest
organizations join hands with transnational organizations to have their resisting voices heard.
Resistance to globalization and economic development became evident in the form of protest

against construction of large infrastructure mega projects during the past few years.
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In quantitative terms, this research project analyzed data of associations and
foundations registered with the Office of National Cultural Commission published in the 1997
directory of the Commission. The National Statistical Office 1997 survey also used the
National Cultural Commission directory as their frame to design the survey. List of non-
registered organizations were made by CUSRI from various directories available. A survey of
active organizations was carried out by CUSRI to provide more in-depth information. The
total number of organizations reported in this study covers 8406 registered associations and
foundations, 497 non-registered organizations, giving the total number of 8903 organizations.
The organizations are further classified into 11 groups based on the International Classification
of Non-Profit Organizations. They are: culture and recreation; education and research; health;
social service; environment; urban and rural development; advocacy, legal and politics;
philanthropy and financial support; international activities; religion; and professional and

vocational groups.

The findings suggest that public-interest organizations can generate approximately
70,000 employment and 85,000 volunteers per year. Expenditure is 12,000 — 16,000 million
baht while income is 24,000 million baht per year. These figures are calculated based on

estimates of NSO and CUSRI surveys as well as survey reports available from other sources.

In this report, public-interest organizations are identified as those with the following
characteristics: (1) organizations whose activities are for public interest, (2) autonomous, (3)
non-profit and non-profit sharing, (4) non-government, (5) non-religious propagation, (6) non-

political and non-political party, (7) non labor union, and (8) not people’s organizations.
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