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The purposes of this research were to analyze the variables discriminating students graduated and not
graduated within the period of time specified for undergraduate programs in distance education system and to
present ways and means to develop students’ learning efficiency accordingly. The study was divided into two
phases. The first one was to analyze the variables discriminating students graduated and not graduated within
the period of time specified for undergraduate programs in distance education system. The second one was to
present ways and means to develop students’ learning efficiency. The subjects were 1.583 students of Sukhothai
Thammatirat Open University who enrolled for the last semester of their studies in the second semester of the
Academic Year 1994. The subjects were categorized according to the fields and programs of their studies. The
direct method discriminant analysis was employed to analyze the variables of the Social Science stream and the

Science stream. The t-test and j - test were employed to analyze the variables of the Humanities stream. The
findings were as follows:

1. The variables that had power of discrimination weighing between the highest to half of the highest
were as follows: (1.1) the 4 discriminant variables: achievement motive, self-discipline, note-taking skill and
preparation for examination were found in the 2 year Social Science program, (1.2) the 5 discriminant variables:
age, self-discipline, note-taking skill, method of reading and relevance of work to the study program were
found in the 3 year Social Science program, (L.3) the 2 discriminant variables: self-discipline and study planning
were found in the 4 year Social Science program, (1.4) the 4 discriminant variables: educational background,
note-taking skill, study planning and economic status were found in the 2 year Science program, (1.5) the 2
discriminant variables: age and study planning were found in the 4 year Science program, (L1.6) the 3 variables:
self-discipline, work burden and relevance of work to the study program were differently found between students
graduated and not graduated within the specified period of time.

2. Ways and means to develop students’ learning efficiency proposed in this research was to

construct 6 training packages to develop learning efficiency in the distance education system. It was found that
all the packages could increase the students’ learning efficiency in 6 aspects at the .05 level of significance.
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