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The aim of the research is to study the development and the present status of the education and
training in the field of mass communication in Thailand in the undergraduate level since its first establishment
(1939) to 1997. The studies include social factors which have influenced the development, the trend and
direction of this field of education. The research method employed was qualitative emphasizing document

analysis and interviewing.

. The research has found that the mass communication education and training, since its first
establishment in the undergraduate level in 1939, have undergone five periods of changes according to

different influencing factors.

The first-period was the establishment period (1939-1947). The influencing factors were
western-influence and western-thoughts. The second-period was the reformation period after a short pause

(1948-1 970).The important influencing factor was the mass-communication industry.

The third-period (1971 -1 984) was the period of the expansion of its status and its branches of
knowledge. The dominant influencing factor was the national education policy. The fourth-period (1985-
1995) was the period of the expansion of private universiies and Raj-Pat Institute. The important
influencing factor was the national economic and social development plan. The fifth - period (1 996-1997)
was the period of change from media to technology .The driving influencing was the expansion of information

technology.

The characteristics of development in the mass communication education and training since its first
establishment have been in two ways constancy and change. The constancy part have occurred in the course
structure and the groupings of subjects offered in the course. The change part have occurred in the reduction of
subjects unsuited to the current social situations, the openings of new-courses more suited, and the increasing

numbers of mass communication education departments in various universities.

Having taken considerations of the history of the development, the direction and trend of the mass
communication education and training in Thailand are still be in the same old-way emphasizing the importance
of media. The drastic changes like the reformation of the courses will not occur. The small changes have
occurred in the adjustment of subject content or the reduction or addition of some subjects to suit the society-
needs, the change into the new direction may occur in the newly-established universities like Suranaree
University of Technology now giving courses in mass communication education emphasizing the importance of

science and information technology.
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