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This thesis studies prob lem s con cern ing  criminal liability o f  contracting  
parties to hire - purchase agreem ent. T h e researcher found that hire - purchasing  
business is gaining popularity ๒ the present and there are legal problem s arisen  
from  such com m on  practice. D u e  to the fact that hire - purchase from  o f  
agreem ent is a “ ready m ade “ from  provided  by the vender, hire - purchasee  
has no freedom  to negotiate the term s o f  the contract. H e/sh e m ust agrees or 
disagrees with su ch  ready m ade form . D u ring the hire - p u rch ase’ ร term o f  
paym ents, the ow nership  o f  the g o o d s  belongs to the hire - purchaser, there bv. 
the hire - purchaser w h o  has rep ossessed  the g o o d s  is not su b jected  to crim inal 
liability. M oreover, w h en  hire - purchaseed  g o o d s  was con fisca ted  by the court 
order, only hire - purchaser m ay  request for the returning o f  the go od s because  
he/she done is the so le  ow n er  o f  it. D esp ite  the fact the ow nersiup  during the 
term o f  paym ents can be transferred or sw itch ed  b etw een  contracting parties, 
the present penal law  seem s to disregards such  existen ce o f  the light o f  
ownership.

This รณd v  also finds the exiating law  fails to protect the h ire-p urch asee’s 
interest, this problem  can b e so lved  by legislating for the penal liability o f  the 
hire - purchaser w h o  d ishonestly  rep ossessed  hire - purchasing go od s. ๒  addition, 
the court should have the p ow er  to order com pensation  to the interested party 
w hom  hire - purchased g o o d s  w ere conficated .
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