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The th r e e  o b j e c t iv e s  o f  t h i s  r e s e a r c h  are : to  s tu d y  th e  
s o c i a l ,  econ om ic , p o l i t i c a l  and c u l t u r a l  s t r u c tu r e  o f  th e  o v e r se a s  
C h in ese  in  T h a ilan d  w hich to  money r e m it ta n c e , a re  r e la t e d  to  
exam ine th e  p a tte r n  and d evelop m en t o f Poeykwan (r e m it ta n c e )  in  
T h a ila n d , and to  a n a ly ze  f a c t o r s  w hich  a f f e c t  Poerykwan. In  so  
d o in g , t h i s  r e s e a r c h  h as e s t a b l i s h e d  th e fo l lo w in g  h y p o th e s is  ะ 
r e m itta n c e  to  th e  m otherlan d  i s  th e  r e s u l t  o f  th e c u l t u r a l  t i e s  
adapted  by th e  s o c io  -  c u l t u r a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f th e  o v e r se a s  
C h in ese  in  T h a ila n d . As a q u a l i t a t i v e  s tu d y , th e  r e s e a r c h  em ploys 
d i f f e r e n t  app roach es in  s o c io l o g y ,  a n th ro p o lo g y  and h is t o r y  fo r  
th e  a n a ly s i s  o f  b oth  prim ary and seco n d a ry  d a ta . At t im e s ,  
in fo r m a tio n  g a th ered  from th e  in d e p th  in te r v ie w s  o f tw en ty  T eoch iu  
C h in ese  f a m i l i e s  in  Bangkok i s  ad d ed .

The s o c io  -  c u l t u r a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f C h in ese  p eo p le  in  
th e  South  and S o u th e a ste r n  p a r t o f  China and th o se  who r e s id e d  in  
T h a ila n d  em phasize c e r t a in  v a lu e s .  They a re  g r a t i t u d e ,  a tta ch m en t  
to  k in s h ip ,  and th e ten d en cy  to  o r g a n iz e  a s o c ia l  group beyond th e
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fa m ily  l e v e l  fo r  p u b lic  s e r v i c e  p u r p o se s . Those v a lu e s  are  fa v o r a b le  
to  th e  r e m itta n c e  b e h a v io r .

Poeykwan or th e  r e m itta n c e  has th r e e  s t a g e s  o f  d ev e lo p m en t.
The f i r s t  s t a g e  d a ted  b ack  to  th e  p e r io d  when com m ercial banks were 
l im i t e d  in  numbers and th e r e  was a n eed  fo r  a s p e c i a l  s e r v ic e  o f  
se n d in g  m oney. L a te r , when th e  Bank o f  T h a ila n d  was e s t a b l i s h e d  and 
i t  began to  e x e r c i s e  i t s  c o n tr o l  o v er  th e  Poeykwan a c t i v i t i e s ,  t h i s  
i s  c o n s id e r e d  to  be th e  seco n d  s t a g e .  R e c e n t ly , when T h a ila n d  
re  -  e s t a b l i s h e d  h er d ip lo m a t ic  r e la t i o n s h ip  ..j-th th e  P e o p le 's  
R ep u b lic  o f  C h in a , th e  p a t te r n  and d evelop m en t o f Poeykwan rea ch ed  
i t s  th ir d  s t a g e .  By c o n s id e r in g  Poeykwan e c o n o m ic a lly , we can se e  
th e  econom ic t i e s  o f  o v e r s e a s  C h in ese  to  t h e ir  homeland a s  c o n d it io n e d  
d i r e c t l y  and i n d i r e c t l y  by th e  s o c io  -  econom ic and p o l i t i c a l  
s i t u a t i o n s  o f  th e  two c o u n t r ie s .

F ie ld  work d a ta  r e v e a l  th a t  Poeykwan s t i l l  e x i s t s ,  b u t i t  
m o d ifie d  i t s  p a tte r n  and te c h n iq u e s  to  com ply w ith  econom ic and 
p o l i t i c a l  ch a n ges th rou gh  t im e s .  A ls o , modern te c h n o lo g y  e s p e c i a l l y  
advanced te leco m m u n ica tio n  n e t  work h as some im p acts on th e  p a tte r n  
o f  r e m it ta n c e .  As fo r  i t s  o b j e c t i v e s ,  p e o p le  who send  b ack  th e  
money have two m o t iv a t io n s  ะ to  e x p r e s s  t h e ir  g r a t i tu d e  and s e n s e  
o f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  to  t h e ir  fa m ily ;  and to  h e lp  t h e ir  kinsm en and 
to  g iv e  p u b lic  s e r v i c e s  to  t h e i r  a n c e s t r a l  la n d .

Three m ajor f a c t o r s  w hich  a f f e c t e d  Poeykwan a c t i v i t i e s  are  
c u l t u r a l ,  p o l i t i c a l  and econom ic f a c t o r s .  When we a p p ly  P a rso n s' 
th e o r y  o f  v a lu e  to  th e  Poeykwan b e h a v io r , i t  app ears th a t  th e  
c u l t u r a l  f a c t o r  w hich  im p in g es th r e e  v a lu e s  nam ely ะ g r a t i t u d e ,



a ttach m en t to  k in s h ip , and group o r g a n iz a t io n  fo r  p u b lic  s e r v ic e  
p u rp o ses i s  th e  p rep on d eran t f a c t o r .  Those v a lu e s  a re  in t e g r a t e d  
in t o  th e  Thai s o c i a l  sy stem  and in s p ir e d  o v ersea s . C h in ese  to  a c t  
a c c o r d in g ly .  However, C h in ese  p eo p le  in  T h a ilan d  adapt Poeykwan 
p a tte r n  and te c h n iq u e s  in  a ccord an ce  w ith  th e  s o c io  -  econom ic and 
p o l i t i c a l  ch an ges in  b o th  c o u n t r ie s .  There i s  a ten d en cy  th a t  th e  
r e m itta n c e  fo r  a n c e s tr a l  w orsh ip  m o tiv a ted  by g r a t i tu d e  w i l l  be 
l im i t e d  to  th e  f i r s t  g e n e r a t io n  o f  C hinese m ig ra n ts  due to  th e  
d ir e c t  t i e s  w ith  t h e ir  p a r e n ts .  The r e m it ia n c e  w i l l  be d e c r e a s in g  
w ith  th e  secon d  and T hird  g e n e r a t io n  o f m ig r a n ts . H owever, th e  
r e m itta n c e  m o tiv a te d  by a tta ch m en t to  k in s h ip  and i n t e n t i o n  to  do 
some p u b lic  s e r v i c e s  in  t h e i r  homeland may c o n t in u e . I t  w i l l  be 
prem ature to  f o r e s e e  i t s  ten d en cy  in  t h i s  s tu d y .
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