
C H A P T E R  2

LITERATURE REVIEWS

This c h a p te r  will co v e r sev e ra l boo k s th a t a re  of im p o rtan ce  in sh a p in g  th e  logic of this 

th esis . T he literature review  h e re  is im portant to  u n d e rs ta n d  the  upcom ing  c h a p te rs  w hen 

re fe ren c e s  a re  m a d e  in th e  te rm s of th e  co n tex t a n d  the  con ten t.

2.1 The book  from Prof. Dr. Chitr Sitthi - Am om

CLINICAL EPIDEMIOLOGY A POPULATION TARGETED A PPRO A CH  TO HEALTH 

REFORM

B efore go ing  into any  d e ta ils  for th e  p rep a ra tio n s  of th is th es is , it is m eaningful h e re  to 

no te  on th e  m ethodo logy  u se d  by Prof. Dr. Chitr w ho is a lso  th e  m ain ad v iso r for this thesis .

This Is b e c a u s e  I have  a lso  possib iy  s ta r te d  with th e  sa m e  notion a n d  ev en  the  sim ilar
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m eth o d o lo g y  with or w ithout too  m uch  intention th a t Prof. Dr. Chitr h a s  sy stem atica lly  

a p p lie d  on h is c l in ic a l  w o r k s .  T here  sh o u ld  a lso  b e  c a s e s  w hen  I u s e d  to  co n fu se  m yself 

initially th a t th is w as  th e  p ie c e  of w ork on M edical o r P harm aceu tica l d e g re e  or, ra th e r th an  

th e  w ork  on  Social S c ie n c e s  o r Arts' d e g re e .  Prof. Dr. C hitr ร w ork is re la ted  to  my 

m eth o d o lo g y  sec tio n  of this th e s is

T h e  m ajor w ork on th is field of p ub lic  health  by Prof. Dr. Chitr is C L IN IC A L  

E P ID E M IO L O G Y  A POPULATION TARGETED APPROACH TO HEALTH REFORM 

(Chitr, 1989). D uring his work, he  h a s  n o ted  th a t in o rd e r “to  d efine  health  s ta tu s  in a  g iven 

popu lation , th e  first ta sk  is to  d efin e  th e  ta rg e te d  population. U sually  th is is a  country , a  

p rov ince, a  d istric t or a  s ta te , b u t m ight b e  a  m ore defined  g eo g ra p h ic a l region s u c h  a s  th e  

u rb an  inner city socia lly  d ep riv ed  com m unity, w om en  in their fertile ag e , p re g n a n t m others, 

infants, ch ild ren  u n d e r five, y o u n g  ad u lts  a n d  th e  a g e d ” (Chitr, 1989: 17 -  18). By ap p ly in g  

th e  a b o v e  contex t, th e  ta rg e te d  population  is th e  "M iddle -  C la ss  B an g k o k ian s” in my 

th esis . This g ro u p  of p e o p le  is firs t t a r g e t e d  in o rd e r  to  look a t th e  “u se  of traditional 

m e d ic in e ” a s  well a s  th e  “fac to rs  a s s o c ia te d  with th e  u se  a n d  th e  non -  u s e  of su c h  

m e d ic in e ” a s  a  p o ss ib le  'health  s ta tu s ’ la te r  in th e  s e le c te d  g ro u p  of p e o p le  s e t  ea r lie r . As I

h a v e  a lso  n o ted  on  th e  introduction sec tio n , th e  d irection  of s tu d y  w a s  often  c o n s id e re d  a n d
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perm itted  on  o n e  w a y  a n d  o n e  d ir e c t io n , of w hich from  ล g ro u p  of ta rg e ts  ou t of a  

popu la tion  th a t m u st b e  p r e  -  d e te rm in ed  to  th e  o b se rv a tio n s  of health  s ta tu s  f in a lly  a n d  

la te r . เท o th e r w o rd s, th e  rev e rse  is not to le ra ted  in th e  field of public  health , a s  it m ay  a ffec t 

th e  la ter clinical ap p lica tio n  resu lts  of m ed ic ine  to  th e  earlier ta rg e te d  g ro u p  of p eo p le , for 

exam ple . T h e  condition  m u st b e  s e t  a n d  fixed in o rd e r to  o b se rv e  an y  c h a n g e s  in th e  health  

s ta tu s  a s  well a s  health  seek in g  b eh av io u rs  of th e  sa m e  ta rg e te d  g ro u p  within a  com m unity. 

If th e  v a riab le  of a  ta rg e te d  g ro u p  of p e o p le  c h a n g e s , then  an y  resu lts  of o b se rv a tio n  a re  

g rea tly  a ffec ted . เท o th e r w ords, th e  fo c u s  g ro u p  h a s  b e e n  c h a n g e d  a n d  th e  ex p erim en t 

m ust b e  s ta r te d  from  th e  ''d ry  beg inn ing  of c h o o sin g  th e  ta rge t, a n d  trying to  k e e p  th e  

o b serv a tio n a l condition  constan t.

T h ere  is a  limitation for m e to  know th e  clinical w orks first of all b e c a u s e  I am  m yself 

ne ither a  m ed ica l d o c to r  nor a  p h arm ac ist. I w ould a lso  im agine th a t th e  m e thodo logy  u se d  

by P rof Dr. Chitr. is still th e  b e s t  ap p lica tio n  w ay on th e  field of C linical E pidem iology. 

H ow ever, th e re  is a  d a n g e r  on d irectly  app ly ing  e v en  th e  b e s t  m ethod  on clinical w orks to  a  

p ie c e  of w ork on  socia l s c ie n c e  a n d  Arts D e g re e  b e c a u s e  I m ight a c t  a s  if I w e re  m ed ica l

d o c to r  a n d  p h a rm a c is t ev en  th o u g h  I m ay  not d o  so  d u e  to  various rea so n s . T h ere  co u ld  b e
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o th e r lim itations a s  for th e  d irection  - w ise. For exam ple , th e  ta rg e te d  g ro u p  of an y  

popu la tion  is often  se le c te d  very  s u b j e c t i v e l y  , an d  it cou ld  b e  a  big d e b a te  w h e th e r th e  

c h o se n  ta rg e te d  population  re p re se n ts  th e  w hole picture, o r it co u ld  b e  a  sp e c ia l m in o r i ty  of 

g ro u p  th a t m ay  not p e rh a p s  reflect th e  en tire  population. T he re a so n  of c h o o s in g  a  sp e c ia l 

ta rg e te d  g ro u p  of a  la rger population  w ould b e  to  g e t  in -dep th  d e ta ils  of a  sm all n u m b er of 

p eo p le , ra th e r th an  hop ing  to  look a t  a  population  too  large  to  b e  m a n a g e d  by  a  sin g le  

p e rso n . As for m y c a s e ,  th e  s c o p e  of th e  population  is th e  B angkok ians w ho w ould b e  th e  

“M iddle -  C la s s ’’. T here  will b e  m ore เท th e  d e ta ils  a t th e  later c h a p te r  bu t B angkok  a n d  th e  

su rro u n d in g  p ro v in ces  a re  often c o n s id e re d  to  h av e  m ore th an  5 .5  million p eo p le , a n d  

g o in g  th ro u g h  inten/iew  of 5 .5  million p e o p le  by m yself is no t p o ss ib le  d u e  to  various 

restriction. C h o o sin g  a  sm all minority g ro u p  of th e  5 .5  million B angkok ians w ould  b e  

c o n s id e re d  o n e  way, b u t ag a in , th e  se lec tio n  of a  ta rg e te d  population  co u ld  b e  very  

su b jec tiv e  a n d  m ay not well re p re se n t a  w hole picture.

เท o th e r  w ords, by se le c tin g  a  ta rg e te d  g ro u p  of p eop le , th e  o b se rv e r  m ay  a lre a d y  know  

to o  well ab o u t th e  ta rg e te d  g ro u p  w ithout an d  prior to  do ing  any  re se a rch , a s  th e  se lec tio n  

m e th o d  req u ires  so m e  so rts  of ju d g e m e n ts  a n d  criteria s e t  for a  p o ss ib le  ta rg e t. No criteria
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to  ta rg e t  a  g ro u p  of p e o p le  m e a n s  th a t it is im p o ssib le  to  se le c t  a  ce rta in  collection  of 

p e o p le  ou t of th e  la rg e r population .

It m ay  so u n d  to o  p ess im is tic  a t th is m om en t bu t I am  ra th e r gratefu l to know  th a t th e re  

s e e m e d  to  b e  a  d ifferent o u tco m e  in m y th e s is  even  th o u g h  I cou ld  h av e  s ta rte d  with th e  

sim ilar notion a p p lie d  in clinical w orks a t th e  initial s ta g e  of th e  work. เท o th e r w ords, a s  I 

h av e  s e t  th e  initial highly ‘im aginary’ ta rg e t g ro u p  of th e  M iddle -  C la ss  B angkok ians by 

literature review  a s  well a s  sev e ra l interview s a n d  a s  I h a v e  tried to  look further a n d  further 

a t th e  is su e s  on  traditional m ed ic in e  a n d  various “u s e s ” a n d  “n o n -u se s  with th e  fac to rs  

a s s o c ia te d  with su c h  u s e s  an d  non - u se s , th e  is su e s  of th e  M iddle -  C la ss  a n d  the  

“B an g k o k ian s” p e o p le  h av e  b e e n  c lea rer. For m any m edical sp ec ia lis ts , th e  popu la tion  th a t 

h ad  b e e n  c h o se n  to  ta k e  a  sa m p le  of th e  ta rg e te d  g ro u p  w ould often b e  a  'b la ck  box'. เท 

o th e r w ords, b e c a u s e  m edica l sp e c ia lis ts  know  far m ore on m ed ic ine  itself, th ey  a re  

th e re fo re  m uch  m ore in te res ted  in th e  clinical app lica tion  of m ed ic ine  to a  ta rg e te d  

popu la tion  a s  well a s  th e  health  s ta tu s ’ a s  n o ted  on Prof. Dr. Chitr’s  work. This d o e s  not 

m ean  th a t I c a n  h an d le  every th ing  เท a  co m p le te  m an n er -  I am  not a  s tu d e n t of M edical

d e g re e  a n d  I d id  no t d o  a n y  labo ra to ry  re se a rc h  of m ed ic ine  therefo re  m ed ic in e  is to  m e a
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b lack  b ox ’. B e c a u s e  I h av e  b e e n  m ore in te res ted  in th e  field of soc ia l s c ie n c e  a n d  arts , my 

o b v io u s in te res ts  will th e re fo re  g o  m ore to w ard s th e  ” M iddle -  C la s s ” is su e s  a n d  th e  

“B angkok  p e o p le ” ra th e r th an  so m e  clinical ap p lica tio n s  of m ed ic ine  to  a  ta rg e te d  g ro u p  of 

p eo p le . It is in te resting  for m e to  know  d e e p e r  a b o u t th e  M iddle -  C la s s  B an g k o k ian s by 

tak ing  th e  c a s e s  of traditional m ed ic in e  a n d  its p o ss ib le  u s e s  a s  well a s  th e  fac to rs  

a s s o c ia te d  with su c h  u s e s  an d  non -  u s e s  เท o rd e r to  a n a ly se  th e  M iddle -  C la ss  is s u e s  an d  

th e  B angkok ians. M edical sp e c ia lis ts  m ay  p ro b ab ly  tak e  a  different a p p ro a c h . T his is by 

se lec tin g  a  ta rg e te d  g ro u p  of p e o p le  first from  th e  5.5 million B angkok ians a n d  trying to  s e e  

th e  health  seek in g  b eh av io rs  in te rm s  of u se  an d  non -  u s e  on traditional m ed ic in e  a s  well 

a s  th e  fac to rs  a s so c ia te d  with su c h  u s e s  an d  non -  u ses, with th e  e m p h a s is  on  th e  clinical 

ap p lica tio n s  an d  c a s e s  of u se  in traditional m ed ic ine  within a  ta rg e te d  com m unity  a s  a  

p o ss ib le  health  s ta tu s ' .

Even th e  s a m e  g iven  title of "The U se  of Traditional M edicine in Thai S ocie ty  (1993  -  

1998) ”, m ed ica l sp e c ia lis ts  a n d  th o se  in te res ted  in socia l s c ie n c e  a n d  a rts  co u ld  tre a t th e  

s a m e  title in a  d ifferent m anner. But this d ifferent a p p ro a c h  h as  s h a rp e n e d  th e  "M iddle -  

C la ss  B an g k o k ian s” la ter a n d  it is m o re  to  e x p re s s  g ra titu d e  to  know so m e  different

a p p ro a c h  to  th e  is su e s  of M iddle - C la ss  B angkok ians on  o therw ise a  very  soc ia l s c ie n c e
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topic. As it will b e  c lea re r, th e  so c ia l sc ien tis ts  a re  not n ecessa rily  b e tte r  on  th e  top ic , w hich 

w as  s u p p o s e d  to  b e  th e  sp ec ia lty  of th e  soc ia l sc ien tis ts  a n d  th e  a r ts  d e g re e  p eo p le .

2.2 Ph.D. dissertation by Juree Namsirichai Vichit -  Vadakan
NOT TOO HIGH AND NOT TOO LOW A Comparative study of Thai and Chinese
Middle -  Class Life

This d isse rta tio n  w a s  c h o se n  a t  th e  initial s ta g e  of th e  w ork in o rd e r  to  let m e  know  a  

‘highly su b jec tiv e  a n d  im aginary  ta rg e te d ’ g ro u p  of th e  B angkok p e o p le  w hom  I w ould 

c o n s id e r  th e  “M iddle -  C lass" from  literature review. It is in teresting  to  s e e  th e  Thai sc h o la r 's  

w ork on th e  field of soc ia l s c ie n c e s  a n d  th e  work is e a s ie r  for m e to  u n d e rs ta n d  th e  co n ten t 

th an  an y  w orks from  m ed ic ine  a n d  p h arm aceu tica l s c ie n c e  proper.

Ju re e  h a s  no ted  th a t th e re  a re  tw o m ain c h a ra c te r is tic s  w h o se  g ro u p s  in th e  M iddle -

Class people share in Thailand (Juree, 1979 : 10):
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“1. A m inim um  am o u n t of secu rity  over their so u rc e  of livelihood.

T hey  a re  g u a ra n te e d  a  job  a n d  a  pen sio n  if th e re  a re  em p lo y e e s  of th e  civil sen /ice , 

s ta te  e n te rp r ise s , a n d  m ajor b ank ing  a n d  o th e r b u s in e ss  institutions. S h o p k e e p e rs  a re  

a s s u re d  th a t th e y  a lre a d y  have, o r a re  c a p a b le  of raising, cap ita l for e co n o m ic  en te rp rise s . 

Implicit am o n g  th e  b u s in e ssm e n  is th e  notion th a t hard  w ork will r e a p  so m e  rew ards, a t 

le a s t en o u g h  for o n e  to  su b s is t  on.

2. A positive s e n s e  of identification with the ir o ccu p a tio n  a n d  socia l s ta tu s  in society .

T here  is a  ce rta in  am o u n t of p re s tig e  a s so c ia te d  with a  p e rm a n e n t job , w hich in this 

c la s s  is usually  not a  physical labo r job. T h e  lines b e tw een  th e  c la s s e s  a re  not a lw ays c lear- 

cut. T h ere  a re  s o m e  s ta te  en te rp rise  w orkers a n d  civil s e rv a n ts  w ho a re  labo rers, a n d  so m e  

m e m b e rs  of th e  lower c la s s  w ho h av e  m ore  m oney  th an  so m e  civil se rv an ts . But th e  

d iffe ren ce  lies in th e  fac t th a t m ajor institutions like th e  civil se rv ice  or s ta te  e n te rp r ise s  

g u a ra n te e  them  jo b  security  a n d  th e re  is p re s tig e  w hich c o m e s  from working for th e  

g o v e rn m e n t.”

(Juree, 1979: 10)
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J u re e  h a s  d o n e  a  s tu d y  of 2  u rb an  M iddle -  C la ss  g ro u p s  in Bangkok, nam ely  th e  C h in e se  

s e l f - e m p lo y e d  b u s in e ssm e n  -  sh o p k e e p e rs  or a rtisan  - s h o p k e e p e r s  a n d  th e  (mainly) Thai 

e m p lo y e e s  of th e  s ta te  Railway O rgan iza tion  of T hailand (SRT). I d o  no t g u e s s  th a t J u re e  

w a s  with s o m e  intention of th e  'ta rg e te d  popu lation ' a p p ro a c h  th a t m ight b e  utilised by Prof. 

Dr. Chitr a n d  o th e r clinical a n d  m ed ica l sp ec ia lis ts  But ch o o s in g  th e  tw o g ro u p s  even  in th e  

filed of soc ia l s c ie n c e  cou ld  a lso  b e  in te rp re ted  a s  yet a n o th e r 'ta rg e te d  population  

a p p ro a c h ', w h ich  is a lso  u se d  in th e  field of clinical ep idem iology . เท th e  c a s e  of Ju ree , 

how ever, th e  in te res t lies on soc ia l s c ie n c e  a n d  anthropology, w h e re a s  m ed ica l sp ec ia lis ts  

a re  keen  on th e  o u tc o m e s  in so m e  clinical ap p lica tio n s  of m ed ic in e  to  a  ta rg e te d  g ro u p  of 

p eo p le , for ex am p le .

J u re e  a lso  n o ted  th a t “th e  tw o g ro u p s  a re  d ifferen tiated  principally on th e  b a s is  of 

o ccu p a tio n , ethnicity, re s id e n c e  a n d  lifestyle" a s  for th e  C h in ese  s h o p k e e p e rs  a n d  th e  Thai 

em p lo y e e s  of s ta te  R ailw ays of T hailand  (Ju ree , 1979: 1). T here  a re  a t th e  s a m e  tim e 3 

c la s s e s  in Thai so c ie ty  a c c o rd in g  to  Ju re e . nam ely  "Lower, m iddle a n d  u p p e r11 (Ju ree , 1979: 

4). It is c le a r  th a t  th e  Lower an d  th e  U p p er c la s s  g ro u p s  d o  not s h a re  th e  c h a ra c te r is tic s  

th a t th e  M iddle - C la ss  p e o p le  have, a s  m en tioned  very  earlier of th is literature review  of

Juree’s (Juree, 1979: 8-11).
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T he w ork is inform ative to  re a d e rs  w ho d o  not re ad  Thai la n g u a g e  bu t u n d e rs ta n d  th e  

E nglish th a t th e re  is so m e  term inology  in Thai la n g u a g e  th a t m ay  a lso  refer to  soc ia l 

stratification  in T hailand - "Chon Chan", "R adab" a n d  "Taana", for e x a m p le s  (Ju ree , 1979: 4). 

J u re e  n o ted  th a t th e  T hai term inology  for soc ia l c la s s  is "C hon  C han". "Chan" b e in g  a  

g e n e r ic  term  for level a n d  "Chon" m ean in g  hum an being . This c o n c e p t  of so c ia l c la s s  is 

u s e d  a s  a  d e sc rip tiv e  a n d  c lassifica to ry  ca tego ry . A nother Thai term  th a t Is frequen tly  u se d  

to  refer to  so c ia l d ifferentiations is "Radab", w hich literally m e a n s  level. H en ce , p e rso n s  a re  

re fe rred  to  a s  b e lo n g in g  to  a  high ra d a b  o r a  low ra d a b . e tc . R a d a b  c a n  b e  fu rther refined

into e c o n o m ic  ra d a b  or ed u ca tio n a l r a d a b . ........ still a n o th e r  Thai term  w hich is u se d  to

signify soc ia l d ifferen tiations is ‘T aana", w hich literally m e a n s  s ta tu s , bu t it is tak en  for 

g ra n te d  th a t it m e a n s  eco n o m ic  sta tu s . H ence , th e re  a re  different Thai c a te g o r ie s  w hich 

re la te  to  th e  th re e  levels of so c ie ty  - - low, m iddle, a n d  high." (Ju ree , 1979: 4)

J u r e e 's  w ork is influential, a n d  o th e rs  - i.e. M arc A skew  (Askew, 1994) - a lso  co m m en t on 

it ju s t a s  I d o  right now. H ow ever, th e re  a re  still sev e ra l po in ts th a t I sh o u ld  a d d  h e re  for 

fu rther th o u g h ts . T he starting  point is p e rh a p s  w h a t it m e a n s  by th e  "low, m iddle, a n d  high" 

(Ju ree , 1979: 4). It co u ld  b e  d e b a ta b le  if s u c h  a  labeling  of “low, m iddle, a n d  high" (Ju ree ,

1979: 4) to  e a c h  hum an b e in g  m ay b e  ev en  allow ed on  th e  hum anitarian  g ro u n d . W hen it
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c o m e s  to  th e  is su e s  su rro u n d in g  my th e s is  on 'T he  U se  of Traditional M edicine by th e  

M iddle - C la ss  B angkok ians (1993  - 1998)", th e re  a re  sev e ra l m ore  th a t I w ould  c o n s id e r  th e  

logic b eh in d  J u re e 's  w ork in a  difficult position.

As it h a s  b e e n  m en tioned  earlier, tak ing  a  ’ta rg e te d  pop u la tio n 1 a p p ro a c h  m ay not 

n e c e ssa rily  re p re s e n t th e  w hole p ic tu re  of th e  en tire  population  in w hich a  sm aller g ro u p  of 

p e o p le  is sa m p le d . เท J u re e 's  work, th e  'ta rg e te d  popu lation ' w ould b e  th e  "C h inese  artisan  

sh o p k e e p e rs  w ho re s id e  on th e  u p p e r  floor o r floors of their s h o p s  lo ca ted  in a  m ajor m arket 

a re a  of B angkok1' a n d  "the s e c o n d  g ro u p  is mainly Thai in ethn ic origin. Its m e m b e rs  a re  

e m p lo y e e s  of th e  s ta te  Railway O rgan ization  of T hailand (SRT), a  s ta te  - o w n ed  e n te rp rise  

with ap p ro x im ate ly  thirty th o u sa n d  e m p lo y e e s  th ro u g h o u t th e  Kingdom" (Ju ree , 1979: 1). It 

is p ro b a b le  th a t th e  total population  of B angkok  a n d  of T hailand  coun tryw ide  w ere  sm aller a t 

th e  tim e of J u re e 's  re se a rc h  in late 1 9 7 0 's  th an  th e  y ea r period  of 1993 to  1998  th a t my 

th e s is  is fo c u se d  on. But it is highly q u e s tio n a b le  to  m e th a t th e  o w n ers of sm all 

sh o p k e e p e rs  a n d  th e  em p lo y e e s  of s ta te  Railway O rgan ization  of T hailand a re  th e  

re p re se n ta tiv e s  of w hat it m e a n s  by  'out of th e  5 .5  million B angkok p e o p le  a t th e  y e a r  period  

of 1993 to  1998 w hom  I m ay a g r e e  to  call a s  th e  "M iddle - C lass" p eo p le '. By ch o o s in g  th e

ta rg e t, it is a lre a d y  h ig h ly  s u b j e c t i v e  a n d  th e re  is so m e  ju d g e m e n t to  m ak e  criteria  for th e



26

M iddle -  C la s s  B angkok ians well be fo re  an y  w orks h ad  b e e n  d o n e  u n d e r th e  title of “Not 

T oo High a n d  N ot T oo Low: A C o m p ara tiv e  s tu d y  of Thai a n d  C h in ese  M iddle -  C la s s  life” - 

th e  criterion for Ju re e  a re  "the C hinese", "the artisan  sh o p k eep ers" , "the Thai em p loyees"  a n d  

"the S ta te  Railw ay O rgan iza tion  of Thailand", for exam ple . Ju re e  ev en  n o ted  th a t “Informal 

m e e tin g s  with various SRT officials w ere  a rra n g e d  for m e by my re la tives w ho  know  th e s e  

officials p e rso n a lly ” (Ju ree , 1979: 19). Even though  later s tu d ie s  w ere  d o n e  เท in tensive 

m anner, Ju re e  a n d  th e  em p lo y e e s  of SRT h a d  so m e  connection , a n d  th e  w ay of c h o o s in g  

th e  ta rg e t  g ro u p  m ay  no t n e c e ssa rily  re p re se n t th e  larger M iddle -  C la ss  B angkok ians.

It is a lso  n o tic e a b le  th a t J u re e  h a s  w ritten the  d isserta tion  in line with an thropology .

J u re e ’s  w ork is no t m ean t to  b e  w ritten for th e  re a d e rs  w ho n e e d  to  look a t th e  a s p e c ts  of 

trad itional m ed ic in e  a n d  th e  C o n c e p ts  of d is e a s e  a n d  m ed ic ine  in Thai society .

T h e re  cou ld  b e  severa l o th e r is su e s  co n ce rn in g  J u re e ’s  work. But I will le av e  th e  

d isc u ss io n  for now, a s  th e re  a re  sev e ra l o th e rs  co n ce rn in g  th e  definition of th e  M iddle -

C la s s  B angkok ians th a t I p e rso n a lly  h av e  in terest in.
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2.3 Article from SOJOURN vol. 7 number 1, Feb 1992 by Dr. Kasian Tejapira.
Pigtail: A Pre - History of Chineseness in Siam

This a rtic le  by  Dr. K asian  c o n c e rn s  with th e  definition of w h a t it m e a n s  by  th e  “C h in ese"  

p e o p le  in T hailand. I h a v e  c h o se n  th is article, a s  th e re  co u ld  b e  so m e  c o n tro v e rs ie s  on  the  

definition of th e  C h in e se n e s s  a s  th e  ethnicity by th e  ‘popu lation  ta rg e te d ’ a p p ro a c h , w hich 

J u re e  h a s  sim ply  ap p lied  th e  ‘C h in ese  artisan  sh o p k e e p e rs ' a s  o n e  of th e  g ro u p s  of th e  

w ould -  b e  M iddle C la ss  B angkok ians on the  p rev ious work. I a lso  feel th e  im p o rtan ce  of Dr. 

K asian 's  w ork b e c a u s e  th e re  co u ld  b e  so m e  later c h a p te rs  w hen  th e  history of C h ina  m ay 

b e  n e c e s s a ry  to  b e  ex am in ed  in relations to  th e  C h in ese  traditional m ed ic in e  a s  o n e  of th e  

b ra n c h e s  on traditional m ed ic ine  in T hailand a n d  the  p h a rm acy  s h o p s  in B angkok  th a t m ay  

well d ea l with su c h  p ro d u c ts  a s  th e  s u p p lie r -u s e rs ’.

เท fact, Dr. K asian  d id  not bring  J u re e ’s  w ork a s  for th e  p o ss ib le  co n tro v e rs ie s  su rround ing  

th e  definition of th e  "C h in ese” p e o p le  in Thailand, a s  I am  do ing  right now. R ather, th e  w ork 

of c o n tro v e rs ie s  for Dr. K asian w as  William S k inner’s  book  of CHINESE SOCIETY IN 

THAILAND: An A nalytical H istory” (Skinner, 1957). T here  w e re  a lso  re fe ren c e s  m a d e  by 

J u re e  เท re g a rd  to  Skinner, bu t th a t will b e  re fe rred  to  th e  com ing  literature review  of S k inner

on  th e  a b o v e  book.
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As th e  h e a d in g  of Dr. K asian 's  w ork su g g e s ts ,  pigtail is th e  m ain issu e  to  d is c u s s  w h a t th e  

“C h in e se ” p e o p le  in T hailand m ean  in a  very  ch an g in g  m anner. Pigtail or H an g p ia  is th e  hair 

on  a  jek ’s  h e a d , w hich is sh a v e n  off e x c e p t a t th e  ‘o cc ip u t’ into a  round  s h a p e  like a  c a k e  of 

brow n s u g a r  c a n e , a n d  is th en  p la ited  into a  long tail. T he tim e period  g o e s  b a c k  well b e fo re  

1993 -  1998  a n d  th e  lo ca ted  cou n try  w a s  not Siam, bu t C hina during  th e  Q ing d y n as ty  

p erio d  (1644 - 1911). B efore the  Q ing dynasty , th e  rulers w ere  th e  Ming, b u t w hen  th e re  

w a s  a  political c h a n g e  in C hina after 1644, th e  Q ing rulers m a n d a te d  th a t all th e  Q ing 

p e o p le  h av e  Pigtail or H angpia.

It m ay  so u n d  trivial for non -  C h in e se  p eo p le  bu t this very  hairstyle b e c a m e  to o  crucia l 

du ring  th e  Q ing d y n as ty  period  H aving no  pigtail h ad  b een  c o n s id e re d  a s  th e  

d iso b e d ie n c e  to  th e  authority  of th e  Q ing g o v ern m en t an d  th o se  w ithout it h a d  b e e n  

p u n ish e d  m uch  m ore sev ere ly  th an  th o se  not on  a  school uniform, for ex am p le . The political 

aim  of th is arb itrary  im perial d e c re e  by  th e  Q ing d y n asty  w as to  e x a c t a  m anifest, sym bolic  

su b m iss io n  to  th e  new  d y n astic  rule of th e  Q ing from th e  earlie r Ming from  ev ery  m ale 

s u b je c t  a fte r th e  y e a r  1644. From Dr. K asian’s  work, it is explicit th a t th e re  a re  co n tin u o u s 

an im osities  ev en  b e tw een  th e  C h in e se  p eo p le , b e tw een  th e  m ajority "Han" C h in ese  p e o p le  

a n d  th e  “M anchurian" ruling c la s s  during  th e  Q ing d y n asty  period. In d eed , Dr. K asian  no ted
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th a t “in th e  d irec to ry  of th in g s  th a t Skinner d e e m e d  im portan t in his book, on  p a g e  4 5 4  an  

en try  read s : Q u e u e , a s  S ign  of C h in e s e n e s s ” (K asian, 1992) (Skinner, 1957: 454). But Dr. 

K asian ’s  intention w a s  no t sim ply  to  n o te  on  th e  a ssu m p tio n  th a t S k inner knew  nothing ab o u t 

th e  C h in e se  p e o p le  in re g a rd  to  th e  M anchurian  an d  th e  H an p eop le , e v e n  th o u g h  th e re  

w ere  c h a n g in g  no tions of w hat it m e a n s  by  th e  C h in ese  p e o p le  in v ario u s tim e a n d  various 

d y n asty  p e rio d s . T he con fu sin g  situation  of w h a t It m e a n s  by th e  C h in ese  p e o p le  re a c h e d  

its h e ig h t a t th e  very  last period  of Q ing d y n as ty  to  th e  transitional p h a s e  of n ew  ‘C hina’ 

starting  1911.

P e rh a p s  Lu Xun is th e  m anifestation  of th e  sto ry  co n ce rn in g  th is conflicting notion of th e  

“tru e  C h inese" c h a ra c te r s  with th e  title of “T h e  Story of Ah Q ”. T h e re  w as a  fam o u s 

d esc rip tio n  of “Ah Q ” th a t th e  pigtail of o n e  c h a ra c te r  being  cu t off h a d  b e e n  ca lled  by th e  

v illage folk upon  his return from  o v e rs e a s  “Imitation Foreign Devil” a n d  “Traitor in Foreign 

P ay ”. It d e m o n s tra te d  th a t while th e  so n  of a  g en try  family c o n s id e re d  th e  a b s e n c e  of Pigtail 

a s  th e  e n d  of a  sham efu l su b m issio n  to  th e  “Q in g n e s s ”, Ah Q a n d  th e  v illage folks re g a rd e d  

th e  s a m e  p h en o m en o n  a s  a n  e m b a rra ss in g , d ish o n o rab le  a n d  ev en  be trayal of p roud  

‘native’ a n d  ‘traditional’ culture. เท o th e r w ords, th e  c h a ra c te rs  ju s t m en tioned  in th e  w ork of 

Lu Xun’s  “T h e  T rue s to ry  of Ah Q ” w e re  all th e  H a n  C h in ese  an d  n o t  th e  M a n c h u r ia n  m l in g
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c l a s s .  But th e re  w ere  c learly  very  o p p o s in g  view s of th e  lack  of w earin g  th e  Pigtail or 

H angp ia . A h  Q a n d  th e  v i l la g e r s  c o n s i d e r e d  th e  P ig ta il  a s  th e  ไt r u e 1 tr a d itio n a l  a n d  r e a l  

C h i n e s e n e s s ” w h e r e a s  th e  o n e  b e i n g  b l a m e d  for th e  a b s e n c e  o f  th e  P ig ta il  th e  

“Q i n g n e s s ”. This is th e  sto ry  se ttin g  of th e  transitional period  a t th e  last p h a s e  of Q ing 

d y n asty  to  th e  n ew  C hina’, n e ith er during  th e  s ta b le  Q ing period  nor th e  con fu sio n  over 

w h a t it m e a n s  by th e  C h in e se n e s s  c a m e  to  an  e n d  well after th e  y e a r  1911.

Ju d g in g  from  th e  ea rlie r notion to  th e  c a s e  in Siam, th e re  had  b e e n  in c id en ts  w h e re  the  

earlie r im m igrants from  Sw atou in so u th e rn  C hina having th e  pigtail w ithout an y  discom fort. 

But a s  th e  tim e w en t to  th e  la ter s ta g e  of Q ing dynasty , th e  history of th e  Q ing d y n a s ty  h ad  

show n  c o n s id e ra b le  tu rb u len ce , for e x a m p le s  the  O pium  W ar a n d  th e  Taiping rebellion th a t 

m ay  b e  req u ired  for so m e  historical an a ly s is  in th e  later ch ap te r. T h e  later im m igran ts from 

th e  s a m e  d istric t in S w atou  hav e  s ta r te d  to  arrive Siam  having no pigtail, a n d  show ing  too  

m u ch  a lle g ia n c e  to  th o se  earlier im m igran ts from  th e  sa m e  d istric t insisting on  th e  pigtail a s  

th e  "true a n d  traditional C h inese" c h a ra c te r . T he la ter im m igrants from  th e  so u th e rn  C hina

strong ly  re s is te d  this a s  th e  con tinu ing  su b m iss io n  to  th e  Q ing d y n a s ty  with th e  northern
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M anchurian  ruling pow er, th o u g h  th e  earlie r im m igrants from  th e  s a m e  Sw atou  d istric t 

b e g a n  to  know  s tead ily  w hat w a s  h a p p e n in g  a t th e  Q ing dynasty .

T h ere  a re  sev e ra l is su e s  co n c e rn in g  Dr. K as ian 's  work, bu t I will g o  on  to  th e  literature 

review  of William S kinner th a t bo th  Ju re e  a n d  Dr. K asian  h av e  taken  on  their w ork for 

im portan t re fe ren ces .

2.4 The book from G. William Skinner
CHINESE SOCIETY IN THAILAND: An Analytical History

This is p ro b a b ly  th e  b e s t  known of G.w. S k in n e rs  w orks, a n d  esp ec ia lly  im portan t for 

th o se  looking a t  th e  field of re se a rc h in g  th e  C h in ese  n eo p le  ใ. I Thai society . T h ere  a re  

n u m ero u s  sc h o la rs  com m en ting  on his worK from various a s p e c ts  เท th e  fie ld s of soc ia l 

s c ie n c e s , ju s t a s  Ju re e  arid  Dr. K asian  hav e  d o n e  so.
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P e rh a p s  it is in te restin g  to  look a t w h a t Ju re e  m entioned  on th e  Ph.D. d isse rta tio n  

co n c e rn in g  th e  S kinner’s  work a s  no ticed  previously. In d eed , J u re e  h as  a  sec tio n  on the  

Ph.D. d isse rta tio n  co n c e rn in g  th e  “E m e rg e n c e  of th e  Thai M iddle C lass" (Ju ree . 1979:16).

T he s ta te m e n t g o e s  after sev e ra l p a ra g ra p h s :

“S kinner (1957) s ta te s  tha t th e  grow th  of th e  Thai M iddle c la s s  is b a s e d  primarily on th e  

u pw ard  mobility th ro u g h  ed u ca tio n  of th e  d e s c e n d a n ts  of form er freem en  an d  on the  

assim ilation  of 19"า cen tu ry  C h in ese  im m igrants, a s  well a s  on the  dow nw ard  mobility from 

th e  old a ris to cra tic  a n d  b u reau c ra tic  c la s se s . I w ould like to a d d  th a t th e s e  p e o p le  m ust 

h av e  b e e n  th e  p eo p le  w ho first c o m p rise d  th e  m iddle c lass ."  (Ju ree . 1979: 17-18)

As for th e  situation  of C hina in 19th cen tu ry  an d  th e  earlier im m igrants from  Q ing d y n asty  

a n d  th e  new  'C h in a ’ to  Siam , th e  p rev io u s article  of Dr. K asian  m ay illustrate well on w h a t it 

m e a n t by th e  ch a n g in g  an d  ra ther con fu sin g  situation of th e  “tru e , r e a l  a n d  tr a d itio n a l  

C h i n e s e ” c h a ra c te rs . But Dr. K asian ’s  w ork w as  p e rh a p s  too  bu sy  on  q u estio n in g  th e  pigtail 

a s  th e  “C h in e s e n e s s ” a n d  th e re  w a s  little on so m e  th a t I still c o n s id e r  th e  S kinner’s  w ork
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im portant. T his is to  s a y  th a t S k inner h a s  identified so  -  ca lled  th e  C h in ese  p e o p le  no t by

ethnicity  b u t th o ro u g h  different sp o k e n  d ia lec ts  of th e  M ainland China.

On th e  nex t p a g e  a t T a b le  2 .1 . th e re  will b e  a  ta b le  by Skinner w hich is often c o n s id e re d  

a s  th e  b e n c h m a rk  for o th e r sc h o la rs  w h o  fo cu s  on  th e  re se a rch in g  th e  to p ic  of re c e n t 

m igration from  th e  m ain land  C hina to  Siam  (Skinner, 1957: 212).
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T ab le  2.1

S p e e c h Proportion  of total N u m b er

G roup C h in e se  population

T eochiu 5 6 % 1 .2 9 7 ,0 0 0

H akka 1 6 % 3 7 0 ,0 0 0

H a in an ese 1 2 % 2 7 8 .0 0 0

C a n to n e se 7 % 16 2 ,0 0 0

Hokkien 7 % 162 ,000

O th ers 2 % 4 6 ,0 0 0

TOTAL 100 % 2 ,3 1 5 ,0 0 0

This ta b le  by  S k inner is to  in d ica te  th a t th e  p e o p le  com ing  from th e  m ain land  C hina d id  

no t re g a rd  th e m se lv e s  a s  th e  C h in ese  o r ev en  with o r w ithout th e  pigtail b u t by th e  s p e e c h  

g ro u p s  a s  th e  p o ss ib le  w ay  of identifying th em se lv es . W hether th is s p e e c h  g ro u p  m ay 

affec t m y th e s is  on  “T he U se  of T raditional M edicine by th e  M iddle -  C la ss  B angkok ians
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(1993  -  1998) is a lso  ล fo c u s  point w h en  p h a rm a c ie s  dea ling  with th e  C h in e se  m ed ic in e  in 

B angkok  m ay  b e  req u ired  for a  la ter ch ap te r .

S k inner h a s  written his w ork m ore so  on th e  is su e s  of th e  C h in e se  p e o p le  in T hailand, a s  

th e  title of his w ork "C h in e se  S ocie ty  in Thailand: An A nalytical H istory’’ s u g g e s ts  it is a lso  

im portan t for m e  to  c o n s id e r  S k inner's  w ork in relation to  th e  J u re e ’s  co m m en t m a d e  on 

Skinner a n d  an y  “E m e rg e n c e  of th e  Thai M iddle C la s s ”. But n e v e rth e le ss  th e re  a re  sev e ra l 

is su e s  su rro u n d in g  th e  ta rg e te d  popu la tion  a p p ro a c h  on J u re e ’s  w ork a s  m en tioned  earlier. 

A nd it is difficult to  g o  into fu rther d e ta ils  on th e  Skinner’s  w ork an d  th e  c o n c e p t  of th e  

M iddle C lass , b u t his id ea  of “M iddle C la s s ” s e e m e d  to  s id e  m ore on th e  mobility of soc ia l 

s ta tu s  for th e  c h a ra c te r s  of th e  Thai M iddle -  C lass , ju st a s  J u re e  w a s  so. T aking o ccu p a tio n  

a n d  ethnicity  w ould b e  o n e  w ay to  d e s c r ib e  any  socia l s ta tu s. H ow ever it co u ld  b e  too early  

to  d efin e  th e  M iddle - C la s s  a t th is s ta g e  from th e  literatures th a t I h av e  m entioned . Ju ree .

Dr. K asian  a n d  William Skinner d id  not q u ite  write their w orks for th e  C o n c e p ts  of d is e a s e  

a n d  m ed ic in e  a s  well a s  health  in T hailand, a s  th ey  a re  m ore so  soc ia l sc ien tis ts . T he 

literature rev iew s g a v e  m e so m e  starting  point on w hat o th er sc h o la rs  h av e  th o u g h t a s  th e  

M iddle -  C la s s  B angkok ians, b u t th e re  a r e  no definite relations m ad e  to  th e  u s e  of 

traditional m ed ic in e  a n d  p o ss ib le  fac to rs  a s so c ia te d  with them . T here  will b e  a  s e p a ra te

J ( 2 0 0 'ใ 1 'ใ
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c h a p te r  on  m y in terp reta tion  of th e  B angkok p e o p le  w hom  I w ould c o n s id e r  a s  th e  M iddle -  

C lass.
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