
C H A P T E R  4

THE CHINESE MEDICINE
PHARMACIES IN BANGKOK

เท this s e c tio n  of th e  work, th e re  a re  sev e ra l o b se rv a tio n s  m a d e  on  a  daily  s tre e t  in 

B angkok with th e  sp e c ia l a ttention  to a  certa in  ty p e  of p h a rm a c ie s  in B angkok. It will b e  

difficult for th e  non -  C h in ese  la n g u a g e  re a d e rs  to u n d e rs ta n d  m any  c o n c e p ts  b eh in d  th e  

traditional m ed ic in e  p h a rm ac ie s . Indeed , th is th e s is  m ust a iso  b e  written in English 

ia n g u a g e  in o rd e r  to  fulfill th e  req u irem en ts  s e t  by th e  G ra d u a te  School, a n d  th e  Thai 

S tu d ie s  c o u rse  is th e  English la n g u a g e  p rog ram m e. H ow ever, it is difficult to  illustrate 

w ithout w o rd s  a n d  e x p re s s io n s  in th e  C h in e se  la n g u a g e  m any id e a s  b eh in d  th e  p h a rm a c ie s

” in a  literal m ean in g , bu t in
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reality th e  sho rt form of "China.- by  tak ing  th e  first w o rd s  of C h ina
c ?

“ a n d

“th e  W estern  world by  tak ing  th e  first w ord of W estern  w orld T h e  d e ta ils

will b e  ex p la in ed  la ter with th e  b e s t  p o ss ib le  transla tion  from  th e  C h in e se  la n g u a g e  to  

English b u t for th e  beg inn ing , it is im portan t to  look a t sev e ra l historical d e v e lo p m e n ts  in

(Zhongxi y a o h a n g  เท th e  C h in ese  lan g u ag e ) found  everyw here  เท B angkok. This c h a p te r  is a  

c a s e  s tu d y  of th e  C h in e se  m ed ic in e  p h a rm a c ie s  in B angkok  a s  o n e  of th e  b ra n c h e s  of 

traditional m ed ic ine  found a n d  u se d  in B angkok. It cou ld  b e  a  quite c o n tra s t to  s e e  w h a t it 

m e a n s  by th e  traditional m ed ic ine  in T hailand thorough  key inform ants a n d  th e  interview s.

T h ere  w a s  so m e  d escrip tio n  of th e  historical d ev e lo p m en t in Siam  a s  well a s  in T hailand  a t 

th e  In troduction  C h ap te r. H ow ever, th e  se ttin g  is different a t this tim e. T h e  se ttin g  th is tim e 

c o n c e rn s  with th e  history of C hina, a s  th e  C h in e se  p h a rm a c is ts  a n d  C h in e se  m ed ic in e  in th e  

form s of g o o d s  a s  well a s  th e  c o n c e p ts  b eh in d  it s e e m  to hav e  arrived  to  B angkok  from 

C hina a s  far a s  this m atte r is c o n c e rn e d . T h ere  is a  n e c e ss ity  of evaluation  in C h in e se

o rd e r  to  b e tte r  u n d e rs ta n d  th e  id e a s  b eh in d  th is type  of

history with th e  earlier c o n c e p ts  of “C hina  an d  th e  W estern  world" or
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th e  C h in e se  la n g u a g e  in th e  sh o rt form  w h o se  s ig n s  c a n  b e  found  on m any p h a rm a c ie s  

th ro u g h o u t Bangkok. T here  a re  tw o m ain d e v e lo p m en ts  th a t m ay  h av e  c o n s id e ra b le

th e  C h in ese  lan g u ag e . T he two d e v e lo p m e n ts  a n d  th e  tim e of 1993 -  1998 a re  too  far a p a r t 

a n d  th e  co n n ec tio n  m ay  look too  rem o te  a n d  indirect. T here  cou ld  a lso  b e  so m e  op in ions 

th a t w h e th e r th e  two d e v e lo p m en ts  th a t will b e  m en tioned  h e re  cou ld  b e  pu t in th e  s a m e  

ca teg o ry . N ev erth e less , w hen  co u ld  b e  th e  earlie r significan t c o n ta c t  of th e  W este rn  w orld in 

C hina?

M any w ould  recall M arco Polo, bu t his influence s e e m e d  to  b e  g re a te r  a t th e  W estern  

w orld than  in China, no t v ice v e rsa . S om e h isto rians no ted  th a t it h a d  b e e n  by  th e  w orks of 

C hristian relig ious m issionaries  th a t h a d  tried  to  yield the  W estern  w orld to  C h ina  with th e  

so m e  d e e p e r  d e g re e  th an  M arco Polo’s  (Li, 1965) (Morton, 1980), T h e  m ost s u c c e s s fu l  in 

C h ina w a s  often n o ted  a s  th e  Je su it m issio n aries  of th e  R om an C atholic C hurch . As it is 

no ted , “If it (C hina) w ere  won, it w ould  b e  th e  g re a te s t  victory for th e  C h u rch  s in c e  th e  

conversion  of th e  R om an Em pire" (ม, 1965: 378), b e c a u s e  C hina h a d  th en  a n d  still h a s  th e

or “C h in a  -.the  W este rn  w orld” in

la rg e s t population  in th e  world.
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A m ong th e  J e su it m iss io n a rie s  th e  R om an C atholic  C hurch  s e n t to  C hina, M atteo Ricci 

w a s  p ro b ab ly  o n e  of th e  b e s t  know n a n d  th e  earliest, in th e  16th cen tury . For h isto rians 

spec ia liz in g  on T hailand, M atteo  Ricci cou ld  b e  d u b b e d  a s  Falcon, sen ring  King Nanai 

du ring  th e  last of Ayutthiya p eriod  th o u g h  Ricci a n d  Falcon s e e m e d  to  e a c h  h av e  a  d ifferent 

life (Wyatt, 1984).

H aving co m p le ted  th e  s tu d ie s  in E urope, M atteo Ricci had  later g a in e d  “with an  

u n d e rs ta n d in g  of th e  C h in e se  w hich h a d  se ld o m  b e e n  rev ea led  am o n g  E u ro p e a n s  of his 

tim e, h e  p lu n g ed  him self into th e  s tu d y  of th e  C h in ese  lan g u ag e , literature, a n d  ph ilosophy  

H e first w ore  th e  g a rb  of a  B u d d h ist m onk: b u t finding th a t C onfucian  sc h o la rs  c o m m a n d e d  

m ore  p restig e , h e  c h a n g e d  to  a  m an d arin  robe. By su c h  ta c t  a n d  by k n o w led g e  he  h ad  

a c q u ire d  a b o u t C h in e se  culture, h e  w on re s p e c t  a n d  e s te e m  from  C h in ese  sc h o la rs  a n d  

officials. H e w ish ed  to  d e ta c h  h im self from  E u ro p ean  s ta te  pow er, th e  e x e rc is e  of w hich, h e  

believed , w ould  d o  his m ission m ore  harm  th an  g o o d . เท 1601, he arrived  a t  Beijing an d  w as  

a llow ed to  re s id e  a n d  p reach . H e c o n c e n tra te d  his efforts on high g o v ern m en ta l officials, 

with th e  h o p e  th a t if th ey  w ere  co n v e rted  to  th e  new  faith, th e  en tire  nation w ould follow” (Li, 

1965: 379). W as his co n cen tra tio n  to  th e  high g o v ern m en t officials a  “ta rg e te d  population

a p p ro a c h ”?
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It is difficult to  find e x a c t h istorical a c c o u n ts  th a t M atteo Ricci h a d  b ro u g h t in to  C h ina  in 

th e  field of W este rn  m ed ic in e  in relation to  C h in ese  m edicine . But if th e  field of m ed ic in e  is 

c o n s id e re d  a s  w e s te rn  tech n o lo g ies , th en , a s  upon  ‘tribu te’, Ricci a n d  th e  W este rn e r 

follow ers m a d e  so m e  in troductions on w este rn  s c ie n c e  to  th e  C ourt of th e  Ming a s  well a s  of 

th e  Q ing, so m e  earlie r ru lers of C hina. "From th e  very  beg inn ing  a  tac it u n d e rs ta n d in g  

s e e m e d  to  hav e  b e e n  re a c h e d . T he m issionaries  w ould s e iv e  a s  a d v ise rs  on s c ie n c e  a n d  

te ch n o lo g y  in o rd e r  to  gain  perm ission  to  p re a c h  an d  proselytize, a n d  th e  C h in ese  to le ra te d  

or ev en  e n c o u ra g e d  their s ta y  in C hina s o  long a s  th ey  cou ld  se rv e  C hina in so m e  useful y e t 

w orldly capacity . To th e  C h in e se  th ey  w e re  m ore sc ien tis ts  a n d  te c h n ic ia n s  th an  

m issionaries" (Li, 1965: 379). Even in th e  field of w este rn  sc ie n c e , th e re  s e e m e d  to  b e  su c h

C h in e se  la n g u a g e  in sho rt form  d id  no t last for ever. Ricci s e e m e d  to  b e  a w a re  of C h ina  

qu ite  thoroughly, a n d  knew  th a t "if C hristianity  w ere  to  m ake h ead w ay  in C hina, it h a d  to

th e  s ig n s  of m any  p h a rm a c ie s  in B angkok  a s  early  a s  th e  16th cen tu ry  in China.

H ow ever, th e  intim ate relation b e tw een  “C hina -  th e  W estern  w orld” or Ê ..ร ......... in th e

m ake so m e  c o n c e s s io n s  to  su c h  a n c ie n t C h in ese  p ra c tic e s  a s  th e  re v e re n c e  for C o n fu c iu s
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a n d  a n c e s to rs . With g re a t  tac t; Ricci e m p h a s iz e d  th e  similarity b e tw e e n  Christianity a n d  

C o n fu c ian ism ”(Li, 1965: 383). But ra th e r b e c a u s e  Ricci w en t for su c h  a  mix’ of

o r “C h in a  -  th e  W este rn  w orld”, s u c h  a  c o n c e p t “ a n ta g o n iz e d  his fellow

C hristians, includ ing  m any  in his ow n m ission. N ico laus L ongobard i, R icci’s  s u c c e s s o r  a s  

h e a d  of th e  C hina m ission, d id  not a g re e  with m any  of his p r e d e c e s s o r 's  beliefs, b u t h e  w a s

too  w ise  to  p re s s  his point a t  th e  risk of losing C hina for th e  C hurch" (Li, 1965: 383).

T he D om in icans a n d  th e  F ra n c isc a n s  se c tio n s  of m issionaries  w e re  e sp e c ia lly  too  e a g e r  

to  arrive in Beijing am o n g  o th e r relig ious m issionaries  in Christianity “with their arrival c a m e  

a lso  th e  se c ta r ia n  rivalries so  fam iliar in E u ro p e” (Li, 1965: 383). This internal fighting from 

sm all to  b ig  is s u e s  lead  to  w h a t it is know n a s  “The R ites C on troversy” or
r เ ' ๆ  f t f o

....... (. \  .....J  in th e  C h in e se  la n g u a g e  (Morton, 1980) (Li. 1965). “ T he so -

ca lled  rites co n tro v e rsy  split th e  C atho lic  m issionaries in C hina into tw o rival c a m p s . T he 

D om inicans a n d  F ra n c isc a n s  re g a rd e d  s u c h  w orsh ip  a s  p a g a n  in n a tu re  an d  p roh ib ited  it. 

... W hile th e  J e s u its  w e re  sp re a d in g  th e  W ord a m o n g  C h in ese  sc h o la rs  in Peking a n d  o th e r

la rg e  cities, th e  o th e r tw o o rd e rs  w ere  ac tiv e  in p rosely tizing  am o n g  th e  p o o r a n d  th e

u n e d u c a te d , e sp e c ia lly  Fukien a n d  K w angtung  p ro v in ces” (Li, 1965: 383). It is o b v io u s
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th a t th e  tim e of “R ites C o n tro v e rsy ” a t  th e  late 18th cen tu ry  a n d  th e  later im m igrants from  th e  

M ainland C hina  in th e  2 0 th cen tu ry  h av e  no  d irec t c o n ta c ts  b e tw e e n  them , a s  th e re  a re  

g e n e ra tio n s  ap a rt. But it is so m e w h a t cu rio u s to  s e e  so m e  c o n n e c tio n s  b e tw een  th e  

c o m m e n ts  by Li a n d  th e  w orks of S k in n e rs  (Skinner, 1957) a s  well a s  Dr. K as ian 's  (K asian, 

1992) an d  Dr. W o rasak  (W orasak, “T h e  C h in e se  cu ltu re  of Siam : 1851 -  1910  T he activ ities 

a n d  th e  d ev e lo p m en t" ) . This is b e c a u s e  th e  s p e e c h  g ro u p s  c o n c e rn e d  h e re  a re  virtually all 

from th e  tw o p ro v in ces of Fukien a n d  K w angtung, th e  very  p ro v in ces w h e re  th e  th re e  

au th o rs  a re  m ost c o n c e rn e d  of.

T h e  ea rlie r co n n ec tio n  b e tw een  Ricci p lu s  his followers a n d  C hina c a m e  to  an  e n d  a s  of

la n g u a g e  re a d e rs  in th e  c a s e  of p h a rm a c y  sh o p  in B angkok. T he R ites C o n troversy  

in c re a se d  th e  m om entum  w hen  th e  “D om in icans con tin u ed  to  p re s s  their c a s e ,  a n d  in 1704 

P o p e  C lem en t XI d e c id e d  a g a in s t th e  J e su it s ta n d  a n d  se n t C ard inal Tournon to  C hina a s  

p a p a l leg a te  to  en fo rce  th e  d e c is io n ” (Li, 1965: 384). T hen E m pero r K a n g  -  hsi o r

ท th e  C h in e se  la n g u a g e  s to o d  on  side line  for th e  h o p e  of rivalries to  e n d  in 

b e tw e e n  th e  tw o m ajor g ro u p s  of th e  Je su its  a n d  th e  D om inicans p lu s  th e  F ra n c isc a n s . T he

th a t is p e rh a p s  q u ite  v isib le  for th e  C h in ese

Je su its  a p p e a le d  to  th e  E m pero r K 'ang -  hsi help , a n d  th e  E m pero r K’an g
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-  hsi ji \ a s  e x p e c te d ,  ru led  in favour of th e  Jesu its , ne ither th e  D om inicans

nor th e  F ra n c isc a n s . “T he P o p e , rinding th a t his d e c re e  h ad  not b e e n  o b ey ed , s e n t  an o th e r 

le g a te  to  Peking in 1715  a n d  is su e d  th e  bull E x  ilia d ie  to  reaffirm  his d ec is io n  with re g a rd  to 

th e  rites con troversy . Now  th e  is su e  w a s  no t 3 m e re ly a  quarre i b e tw een  tw o rival s e c ta r ia n  

g ro u p s: it w a s  a  q u estio n  of th e  su p re m a c y  of e ith e r th e  C hurch  o r th e  C h in e se  s ta te . T he 

P o p e  h a d  sp o k en , a n d  all m issio n aries  m ust obey" (Li, 1965: 384).

it 'was un th inkable , on  th e  o th e r h an d , th a t th e  E m peror K a n g  -  hsi o r in

th e  C h in e se  la n g u a g e  w ould prohibit th e  w orsh ip  of C onfucius a n d  a n c e s to rs  am o n g  his 

su b je c ts , b e c a u s e  he is know n to h a v e  p rid ed  him self a s  a  m odel C onfucian  m onarch . After 

re ad in g  th e  p a p a l bull, th e  em p ero r, w ho had  b e e n  known for his ev en  tem p e ram en t, 

n e v e rth e le ss  m a d e  th e  following com m en t:

"R ead ing  th is p roc lam ation  [p ap a l bull], I h av e  c o n c lu d e d  th a t th e  W e s te rn e rs  a re  sm all 

in d eed . It is im p o ssib le  to  rea so n  with th em  b e c a u s e  th ey  d o  not u n d e rs ta n d  la rg e r is su e s  

a s  w e  u n d e rs ta n d  in C hina. T h ere  is not a  sing le  W este rn e r w ho c a n  read  C h in e se  books, 

a n d  their rem ark s  a re  often  in cred ib le  a n d  ridiculous. (O m itted in be tw een ) I h a v e  nev er 

s e e n  a  d o c u m e n t w hich co n ta in s  s o  m uch  n o n se n se . From now  on W e ste rn e rs  sh o u ld  not 

b e  allow ed to  p re a c h  in C hina, s o  th e re  will b e  no tro u b le” (น, 1965: 384).
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M any Je s u its  w e re  n e v e rth e le ss  allow ed to  s ta y  เท C hina a s  th ey  w ere  c o n s id e re d  to  b e

“P o p e  B en ed ic t XIV is su e d  th e  bull E x  q u o  s in g u la r i  a n d  c le a re d  up  w h a tev e r d o u b ts  th e  

Je su its  m ight still h a v e  or p re te n d e d  to  have. T he co n tro v ersy  c a m e  to  an  en d . an d  o n e  

g en e ra tio n  la ter th e  S ocie ty  of J e s u s  itself w a s  d isso lv ed . T hough its w ork in C hina w a s  

co n tin u ed  by  o th e r o rd e rs , it co u ld  not b e  rep laced . T he prohibition a g a in s t  th e  w orsh ip  of 

C o n fu c iu s a n d  a n c e s to rs  co n tin u ed  in fo rce  until 1939 w hen  th e  p a p a c y , a fter tw o h u n d red  

y e a rs , re v e rse d  its s ta n d ” (Li, 1965: 384). T he prohibition from th e  C hurch  s id e  lead  to 

im m ed ia te  c a u s e  of th e  b ann ing  of th e  Christianity in 1724 a t  th e  Q ing C h in e se  s id e . The 

C h in e se  s id e  la ter h a d  to  re v e rse  its s ta n c e  a g a in  to  allow th e  C hristian m issio n aries  for th e  

s tay  in C h ina  only a fte r th e  T reaty  of N anking in 1824 (Li, 1965) (Morton 1980).

T he s e c o n d  p a rt of th e  re la tionsh ip  in “C hina -  th e  W estern  w orld” o r .... V.. . . ^ ....... in th e

C h in ese  la n g u a g e  for m any p h a rm a c y  sh o p  sign  in B angkok co u ld  b e  illustrated  with y e t 

a n o th e r  historical d ev e lo p m en t in China. This tim e, th e  y e a r  period  is c lo se r  to  w h a t Dr.

o r “C hina -  th e  W este rn  w orld”. But.

K asian  d e a lt with th e  is su e s  su rround ing  th e  pigtail in his article. T he d e v e lo p m e n t w a s  th e
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T aiping rebellion w hich la s te d  from 1850  to  1864 (Morton, 1980: 157) (Li, 1965). T h e  is su e s  

reg a rd in g  th e  pigtail will a lso  a p p e a r  on  th is  incidence .

Prior to  th is  up rising  of T aip ing  rebellion, "from 1847 to  1849 natural d is a s te rs  s tru c k  C hina  

rep ea ted ly , a n d  fam ine w ere  re p o rte d  in p ractically  ev e ry  province. T he region m ost 

a d v e rse ly  a ffe c ted  w a s  K w angtung  a n d  K w angsi w h ere  m any p e a sa n ts ,  d riven  by  hunger, 

h a d  a p p e a r e d  a s  o rg an ized  b an d its  a s  early  a s  1847" (LI, 1965: 400). A s for a d d e d  

re fe ren ce . K w angtung  prov ince is w h e re  th e  T eochiu  a n d  th e  C a n to n e se  sp e a k in g  p eo p le  

of th e  so u th e rn  C hina a re  u se d  to  live at, b e fo re  th e  p o ss ib le  m igrations o u t of th o se  

p ro v in ces  to  S iam  a s  n o ted  by  S kinner a s  well a s  Dr. K asian  in th e  literature review. T he law  

a n d  o rd e r w a s  d isru p ted , a n d  C hina  h ad  c e d e d  sev e ra l priv ileges after th e  first O pium  W ar 

a t th e  tim e of T h e  T reaty  of N anking in 1842 prior to  this Taiping Rebellion (Morton, 1980: 

154). เท o th e r w ords, C h in a  u n d er th e  Q ing d y n as ty  in th e  later s ta g e  w a s  in a  b a d  

eco n o m ic  s h a p e , p ro n e  for soc ia l u p h e a v a ls  su c h  a s  th e  Taiping rebellion w hich will b e  

shortly  m en tioned .

M orton n o ted  in his b ook  th a t th e  "idea  of T aiping T ienguo

or H eavenly  K ingdom  of G re a t P e a c e  w a s  d istinctive in th a t it o w n ed  its origin to  C hristian
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id e a s , th o u g h  th e s e  w ere  only partially  a d o p te d . T he n am e  H eavenly  K ingdom

^  ( ฉ.......... .................................  re flec ted  th e  N ew T estam en t, a lthough  เท fac t Old T e s ta m e n t id e a s

p re d o m in a te d  เท th e  resulting  stru c tu re , while G rea t P e a c e  /  \  l ..................... w a s  a

u top ian  notion of a  tim e of ju s tic e  a n d  purity ” (M orton, 1980: 157). เท o th e r w ords, th e  c a s e  

of M atteo Ricci w a s  a  w e s te rn e r  a rrived  in C hina a s  a  Je su it M issionary, th e  o th er c a s e  of

Taiping T ienguo  w as  in fa c t a  C h in e se  p e rso n  taking part in th e  uprising  in th e  form of th e

" 1 1 1 “C hina  -  th e  W estern  w orld ’ or . . . ไ . .  .Vrrr ............................  in th e  C h in ese  lan g u ag e . T he latter in c id e n c e

w a s  a  C h in e se  rebellion within C h ina  ha lted  by th e  W este rn e rs  a n d  th e  Q ing, a n d  th e  c a s e

of M atteo Ricci is no t parallel to  th e  T aiping rebellion. A s it is know n from  earlier th is  sec tion ,

th a t th e  activ ities of J e su its  w e re  h a lted  by o th e r C hristian fac tio n s th a t le a d  to  the

C hristian ’s  c o m p le te  w ithdraw al from  C hina for religious activities. N ev erth e less  w h en  it

.................................. 4 “ 'ร )c o m e s  to  th e  p o ss ib le  definition of “C h in a  - th e  W estern  w orld” o r ... V ... .......... in th e

C h in e se  lan g u ag e , it m ay  a lso  fit in bo th  d e v e lo p m en ts  of M atteo Ricci a n d  T aiping T ienguo  

in a  w ider bu t different context.

X T
H ong X ichaun  (M orton, 1980) o r ....................... ...........................in th e  C h in e se  la n g u a g e  is

so m e tim e s  sp e lt a s  H ung H siu -ch’uan  by  o th e r English la n g u a g e  ch ro n ic le s  (Li, 1965), a n d

h e  w a s  th e  le a d e r  of th e  T aiping rebellion. It is know n th a t H ong w a s  a  d isa p p o in te d  sch o la r
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w ho h a d  c o n ta c t  with a n  A m erican  m issionary , Is sa c h a r  J. R oberts  (M orton, 1980: 158). It is 

a lso  u n d e rs to o d  th a t th e  earlie r b a n  on th e  C hristian m issionaries sta tion ing  a t C hina in 1724 

w a s  a b a n d o n e d  afte r th e  T reaty  of N anking in 1824 (Morton, 1980) (น, 1965). H ong 's  

rhetoric of relig ious fervor a n d  anti -  M anchurian  incitem ent b e g a n  to  co llec t y e t a n o th e r 

m a ss  of p e o p le  th a t h a d  lost w ork du ring  th e  last pe rio d  of th e  Q ing dynasty . T he m e m b e rs  

of H o n g 's  m o v em en t b e c a m e  ex trem ely  o rg an ized  in a  militaristic line a n d  a b a n d o n e d  th e  

pigtail th a t w a s  c o n s id e re d  a s  th e  s ig n  of su b m iss io n  to  th e  M anchurian  ruling c la s s  of th e  

Q ing d y n a s ty  (K asian, 1992) (Morton, 1980) (Li, 1965).

T he o rg an ized  b an d its  s ta r te d  to  ta k e  u p  w e a p o n s  in the  w inter of 1850 a t  Kwangxi 

p rov ince  of th e  so u th ern  C hina a n d  b e g a n  to  ta k e  over the  city of N anking in 1852 - 1853. 

T he c la im s of th e  Taiping rebellion h ad  b e e n  for th e  "overthrow  of th e  M anchu  d y n a s ty ” (Li, 

1965: 401). เท th e  C h in ese  lan g u ag e , th e  s lo g an  for su c h  Han C h in e se ’s  overthrow  of th e

d e n o te s  “th e  rise of H an C h in e se ”. C o n cu b in e  a n d  foot b ind ing  a s  well a s  prostitution w ere  

fo rb id d en  a s  no n -m o d ern  C h inese , a n d  th e re  h ad  b e e n  a  call to  mix th e  local C h in e se  id e a s

m e a n s  "the total d e s tru c tio n  of th e  M anchurian  ruling c la s s ” an d

with th e  C hristian th o u g h ts  (Li, 1965) (M orton, 1980). The m oral of th e  T aip ing  fo rc e s  w as
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high, a n d , surprisingly , their aim  of th e  egalitarian  id e a s  cou ld  well b e  b ey o n d  C hina with 

th e  cu rren t m ain land  s ta te d i ,  1965: 403) (Morton, 1980: 159).

But th is u top ian  id ea  of H o n g 's  with th e  T aiping rebellion c a m e  to  an  e n d  from th e  tw o 

m ajor fo rces , th e  C h in ese  a n d  th e  W estern . T he  T aiping T iengkuo  w an ted  to  s e e  th e  mix of 

both  th e  C h in e se  a n d  th e  W estern  in th e  C h in ese  daily  life, b u t in th e  en d , th e  mix of both  

th e  C h in e se  an d  th e  W estern  fo rc e s  d e fe a te d  H ong w hen  H ong X iuchuan took  po ison , a n d  

a  g re a t  ex p erim en t e n d e d  (Morton, 1980: 159). It is su rp ris ing  to  s e e  for sev e ra l re a d e rs  th a t 

th e  W e ste rn e rs  with th e  C hristian th o u g h ts  an d  b a c k g ro u n d  to  c ru sh  th e  C h in e se  C hristian 

reg im e  of th e  Taiping. At first th e  W e s te rn e rs  sh o w ed  so m e  in te rests  bu t th e  s a m e  

W e ste rn e rs  th en  fe a re d  for th e  p o ss ib le  lo sse s  of e co n o m ic  an d  trad in g  o p p o rtu n ities  if th e  

Taiping d id  no t reco g n ize  with th e  tre a tie s  th a t Q ing earlier s ig n ed . The tre a tie s  w ere  

c o n s id e re d  m ore fav o u rab le  to  th e  W este rn e rs  th an  th e  C h in ese  (Morton, 1980) (Li, 1965). 

S u b seq u en tly , th e  T aip ing ’s  re q u e s t to  th e  W estern  pow ers for their neutrality w a s  ign o red  

(Li, 1965: 406). T he Q ing d y n asty  d e p lo y e d  th e  so u th ern  C h in ese  g en e ra ls , a n d  th e  

W estern  fo rc e s  jo ined  with th e  Q ing, w h e re  th e  W estern  fo rc e s  w e re  c o m p rise d  of 

A m erican 's  Jo h n  E. W ard a n d  British’s  C h a rle s  G. G ordon . เท a  w ider contex t, th e  a ttem p t

from th e  C h in e se  s id e  for o r "China -  th e  W estern  w orld” in th e
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C h in e se  la n g u a g e  failed  for th e  s e c o n d  tim e, with th e  different se tting  a n d  th e  d ifferent 

b a c k g ro u n d  from th e  earlier c a s e  of M atteo  Ricci.

The analysis of the Chinese medicine pharmacy from Skinner and Dr. Worasak

As in th e  ea rlie r literature review, S k in n e rs  w ork w ould b e  no ted  from th e  s ig n ifican ce  of 

his d a ta  on  th e  C h in e se  d ia lec t or s p e e c h  g ro u p  of th e  so u th e rn  m ain land  China. T he 

m ain land  C hina  h a s  a  v a s t territorial a re a  a n d  its population  is th e  la rg e s t in th e  world. This 

in turn  a ffec ted  th e  linguistic a s p e c t  a s  well, b e c a u s e  in too  m any c a s e s ,  th e  T eoch iu  

sp e a k in g  p e o p le  in T hailand still h av e  tro u b le  sp eak in g  to  th e  H a in a n e se  d ia le c t g ro u p  in 

Thailand, a s  their s p e e c h e s  a re  not identical. Equally tru e  cou ld  b e  th e  Fukien a n d  th e  

C a n to n e se  d ia lec t-sp eak in g  p e o p le  in T hailand, a s  by co n v ersa tio n  it is m utually too  apart. 

This m ay a lso  highlight th e  fact th a t th e re  w a s  no cho ice , bu t to  u s e  Thai for th e  m o d e  of 

co m m u n ica tio n s  within th is country, e v e n  am o n g  the  C h in ese  so c ie ty  in T hailand. T he u se  of

M andarin  for th e  m o d e  of co m m u n ica tio n s am o n g  th e  C h in ese  p e o p le  in T hailand  is still no t
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too  p revalen t, a s  it co u ld  h av e  b e e n . This d o e s  not m ean , how ever, th a t th e re  a re  too  

se rio u s  rivalries am o n g  th e  d ifferent d ia lec t-sp eak in g  p eo p le  in T hailand  of th e  T eochiu, th e  

Hakka, th e  H ain an ese , th e  C a n to n e se , th e  Fukien a n d  th e  o thers. Dr. W o rasak  n o ted  in the  

C h in ese  la n g u a g e  on  his artic le  on  th is issu e  a t

or in English la n g u a g e  T he C h in e se  cu ltu re  of Siam  -1 8 5 1 -1 9 1 0  The activ ities a n d  the  

d e v e lo p m e n t (transla ted ) p u b lish ed  from th e  C h in ese  S tu d ies C e n te r  a t A sian  S tu d ies, 

C hu lalongkom  University a s  th e  following:.
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As Dr. W o rasak  h a s  w ritten th e  w hole p ie c e  of w ork in th e  C h in ese  la n g u a g e , I will a d d  

a c co rd in g ly  th e  English a n d  th e  C h in e se  eq u ivalen t transla tions w hen  n e c e s s a ry  an d  

p o ss ib le . He h a s  s ta r te d  th e  a b o v e  a rtic le  by say in g  th a t th e  o v e rse a s  C h in e se  p e o p le  living 

in T hailand  a re  m ostly th e  'T e o c h iu s”. T h e  id ea  of th e  "Teochius" h e re  c o r re s p o n d s  with 

S k inner’s  identification of so -ca lled  th e  C h in ese ' p e o p le  in T hailand from v a rio u s  s p e e c h  

g ro u p s  o r d ia lec ts  sp o k e n  in th e  so u th e rn  part of m ain land  C hina tha t is th e  b e n c h m a rk  of 

s tu d ie s  co n ce rn in g  th is field. Dr. W o rasak  th en  co n tin u ed  th a t th e  T eo ch iu s  h av e  very 

d istinctive  Identity a n d  th e  d ia lect, th a t th e  T eochiu  d ia lec t m ay  sh a re  so m eth in g  b a s ic  with 

th e  H a in an ese  a n d  th e  Fukien d ia lec ts , b u t still th e  T eoch iu  h a s  its sp e c ia l c h a ra c te r is tic s .

G oing b a c k  on  th e  book  of S k inner C H INESE SOCIETY IN THAILAND: An A nalytical 

H istory, th e re  a re  few  on th e  m a tte rs  of th e  C h in ese  m edicine, th e  C h in e se  m ed ic ine  

p h a rm a c ie s  a n d  h osp ita ls  th a t m ay  p rov ide th e  se rv ice s  of th e  C h in ese  m edicine . As it is 

m en tio n ed  earlier, Sk inner h a s  w ritten th e  book  a s  th e  title of th e  book  s a y s  “C h in e se  

S o c ie ty  in Thailand: An A nalytical H istory”, no t m ean t to  b e  written for th e  to p ic  of th e  

C h in e se  m ed ic ine  o r C h in ese  m ed ic in e  p h a rm ac ie s . But his w ork d id  sh o w  th e
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"O ccu p a tio n a l sp ec ia liza tio n  by s p e e c h  g ro u p ” (Skinner, 1957) th a t p o rtray ed  th e  

re la tionsh ip  b e tw een  th e  d ia le c t sp e a k in g  g ro u p  a n d  th e  o ccu p a tio n  of m ed ica l docto rs.

A cco rd in g  to  Skinner, "C h in ese  (type) d o c to rs  an d  C h in ese  (type) d ru g g is ts  a re  the  

T eoch iu ’s  a n d  th e  M andarin  sp e a k in g  p e o p le ’s  o ccu p a tio n "  (Skinner, 1957: 317). It w as  

ra th er su rp ris ing  for m e not to  s e e  th e  H akka d ia lec t-sp eak in g  p e o p le  for su c h  o c c u p a tio n s  

on m ed ic ine  a n d  m edical d o c to rs  in th e  Skinner’s  work. T he H akka p e o p le  a re  written a s

"guest" in th e  C h in e se  lan g u ag e , th e  H akka p e o p le  w ere  tre a te d  a s  th e  ‘g u e s ts ’’ e v e n  b a c k  

in th e  m ain land  C hina prior to  th e  im m igration to  Siam  a n d  T hailand w h e re  not ju s t th e  

H akkas b u t a lso  th e  C h in e se ’ p e o p le  in g en e ra l cou ld  have  b e e n  tre a te d  a s  th e  “g u e s ts ” เท 

Siam . T he H akka p e o p le  b a c k  in th e  m ain land  C hina u se d  to  live in a r e a s  w h ere  th e  land 

w a s  b arren  a n d  o th e r locals su c h  a s  th e  T eochiu , th e  C a n to n e se  an d  th e  Fukien sp e a k in g  

p e o p le  did not w ish to  settle . T herefo re  th ey  h ad  to  fo c u s  on m e a n s  o th e r th an  ag ricu ltu re  

for th e  living. T he te n d e n c y  for non -  agricultural ac tiv ities for th e  living w a s  not only found  in 

T hailand  but a lso  in o th e r co u n trie s  su c h  a s  Indonesia , M alaysia a n d  S in g ap o re , th o se  o th e r

t o  C-
in th e  C h in e se  la n g u a g e , a n d  a s  th e  w ord .. . /  ..... sh o w s th e

th an  C hina w h ere  th e re  is a  c o n s id e ra b le  population  of th e  o v e rse a s  C h in e se  p eo p le . As far
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a s  th e  non -  ag ricu ltu ra l p ro fe ss io n s  a n d  th e  b u s in e s s e s  a re  c o n c e rn e d , s u c h  b u s in e s s e s  

c a n  b e  trad er, b anker, law yer a n d  p h a rm a c is t a s  well a s  m ed ica l d o c to r th a t rely th e  le a s t 

on b e ing  tied  to  th e  land. In d eed  on  th e  w ork of Skinner, th e re  is a  sh o rt d e sc rip tio n  on  th e  

re la tionsh ip  b e tw een  th e  H ak k as a n d  th e  m ed ic ine  a s  well a s  m ed ica l hosp ita ls . The 

s e n te n c e  g o e s  th a t th e  ‘T ie n  -  h u a  H ospital co n tin u ed  to  b e  th e  m ain stay  of m ed ical 

s e n /ic e  in th e  B angkok  C h in ese  com m unity. O riginally fo u n d ed  to  prov ide C h in ese  -  style 

trea tm en t, it e x p a n d e d  into W estern  m ed ic ine  in th e  1930’ร, w hen  a  m o d ern  m edical 

d e p a rtm e n t w as  a d d e d  th rough  th e  g e n e ro u s  contribution  of พน T so-nan , th e  m ost 

p rom inen t of th e  H akka le a d e rs ” (Skinner, 1957: 257). “ It is a lso  know  th a t th e re  a re  so m e  

clin ics a tta c h e d  to  e a c h  d ia lec t a sso c ia tio n  of th e  T eochius, th e  H akka, th e  H ain an ese , th e  

C a n to n e se , th e  Fukien a n d  o th e rs  (Skinner, 1957). But th e  T eo ch iu s w en t m ore than  clin ics 

a t ta c h e d  to  th e  d ia lec t a sso c ia tio n s . T h e  “m edical o rgan ization , th e  C h u n g -h u a  C haritab le  

Clinic, w a s  e s ta b lish e d  in 1921 by  T eoch iu  le a d e rs  to  su p p le m e n t th e  s e tv ic e s  of th e  

H ospital (the earlie r m en tioned  T’ien -hua  H ospital by th e  contribution of th e  th en  H akka 

le a d e r  พน T so-nan). An o u t-p a tien t clinic, it h a s  alw ays p rov ided  free  (old C h in ese-ty p e) 

trea tm en t, a n d  with th e  ex cep tio n  of th e  initial y e a rs  a n d  th e  d e p th  of th e  d e p re s s io n , free  

d ru g s  a s  well. It o p e ra te d  on  th e  b a s is  of th e  co n trib u ted  s e tv ic e s  o f so m e  thirty C h in e se

d o c to rs  an d  reg u la r su b sc rip tio n s  from  su p p o rtin g  m e m b e rs” (Skinner, 1957: 257-258).
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G oing b a c k  to  original ta sk  of ana lyz ing  th e  m ean ing  of

C h in ese  la n g u a g e  o r in th e  English la n g u a g e  "C h inese  -  th e  W e ste rn ” m ed ic in e  p h a rm acy  

in B angkok., S k inner a lso  no ted  th a t e x a m p le s  of “ in se tv ic e  o c c u p a tio n s  in B angkok  

inc lude  a  d isp roportion  of T eo ch iu s  am o n g  old-style d ru g g is ts  (92 p e r  c e n t)” w h e re  "old-

th e  C h in ese  la n g u a g e  (Skinner, 1957: 315). W hen it c o m e s  to  th e  W estern  m edic ine , it u se d  

to  b e  th e  “H akkas o n c e  d o m in a ted  by  virtue of th e  h a p p y  c irc u m sta n c e  th a t a  

d isp ro p o rtio n a te  n u m b er of th e  early  m issionary  h osp ita ls  w e re  e s ta b lish e d  in H akka 

reg io n s  of K uang tung" (Skinner, 1957: 318). T he tim e period  th a t S k inner m en tioned  is 

w h ere  th e  s e c o n d  d ev e lo p m en t of “C hina  -  th e  W estern  w orld” in th e  C h in ese  la n g u a g e

...............o r th e  T aiping rebellion took p la c e  in th e  mid -  19 th cen tu ry  in th e

Q ing dynasty , no t th e  tim e of M atteo Ricci in th e  first d ev e lo p m en t th a t w as  earlier

p re sc r ib e -u se  of C h in e se  traditional m ed ic in e  in Bangkok, th e  T eo ch iu s a n d  th e  H akkas a re  

th e  tw o m ost im portan t d ia lec t g ro u p s  am o n g  th e  m an y  s p e e c h  g ro u p s  of th e  so u th ern

sty le d ru g g is ts ” m ean  th e  C h in ese  m ed ic in e  p h a rm ac is ts  or

m en tioned  here . W hen th e  p h a rm a c ie s  of

C h in ese  im m igran ts to  Siam .
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A t) i dThe analysis of th e .............  .ไ . . . . . .......... .’. V...•ะ'.............. from the Chinese language

This p a rt of th e  se c tio n  is d o n e  with th e  he lp  of th e  C h in ese  la n g u a g e  d ic tionary  th a t h av e  

b e e n  o b ta in ed  while I m a d e  so m e  C h in ese  la n g u a g e  s tu d y  a t Sw atou, th e  h ea rtlan d  of th e  

T eochiu  sp e a k in g  Thais. T he d ic tionary  is in th e  P u to n g h u a , not in an y  d ia lec ts. But it will 

n e v e rth e le ss  im portan t to  highlight sev e ra l key te rm s in th e  C h in ese  la n g u a g e  with m y b e s t  

transla tion  to  th e  English la n g u a g e  for th e  an a ly sis  of 

found  ev ery w h ere  in B angkok.

Î  a  i t  f i

S I T ?
W hen you lo o k J jp  \ .  SrrTrri...... (Zhongxi) ou t of th e  w hole p h ra se

th e  d ic tionary  will p rov ide you the  following definition.

Z hong  XI
c <f ร  - f  yf



l a
H ere, ...1 ................ (Z hong) s ta n d s  for Ê 1£ (Z hong G uo) a s  n o ted  earlier, an d

«O
t h i s ........... \....:.-rr.i.............m e a n s  "C h ina” a n d  th e  o th er w ord  .....พ ..l ............ in d ic a te s

ะ )

..(XI Y ang). เท th e  C h in e se  lan g u ag e , s H

“country" in th e  C h in e se  lan g u ag e . A n o th er w o r d .....z Z 7 . . ......(Xi) is th e  sh o rt form  of

...(XI Y ang). เท th e  C h in e se  lan g u ag e , d h - . l ......... . will b e  a s  th e

following:
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T he first definition is m uch  m ore a p p lic a b le  th an  th e  s e c o n d  one. a s  th e  first definition of

XI Y ang m e a n s  “th e  E urope a n d  th e  North A m erica” w h ere  a s  th e  le s s -u se d  s e c o n d

definition is to  s a y  “th e  so u th e rn  is lan d s  in an c ie n t tim es (i.e. M alay p en in su la )”. On th e

s a m e  w ord , . 3 ว .......(XI). it c a n  b e  th e  sh o rt form of th e  W estern  w orld by  tak ing  th e  firsth :le tter o f .........\ .  l ...........,\...................or m uch  m ore com m on a s  “w e s t” in th e  form  of d irection.

By looking fu rther into th e  first le tter of C hina a n d  th e  W estern  w orld or

a s  เท th e  sign  of m any  p h a rm a c ie s  in Bangkok, th e re  a re  sev era l 

C h in e se  w o rd s  th a t ind ica te  m ed ic in e  in th e  form s of C h in ese  m ed ic ine  a n d  th e  W este rn  

m edicine .

—  \
Z hong  Yao

Z hong  Yl

cf % 0 _  ^  ๑ - (5) พ  
๑  u  ๆ [ f t
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Zhong Yao is “Chinese medicine" and Zhong Yl is the medical doctor that deals with such 

Chinese medicine, where as XI Yao is “Western medicine” and XI Yl is the medical d o c to r

that deals with such Western medicine. Having understood above words, it is understood 

that there are two types of.

medicine. Having understood above words, it is understood

i  ®  Y  « 1. .  r t ® .  a f t

i . a  M S1 ' * )  ? ช ุ ' ? . 1 1 1or Zhong Xi Yao Fang, and the other is ........\  '..ไ-โโ! [. .. ûr Zhong Xi Yao Pu.

It is important to see the differences of the two by defining them in the Chinese language.



A cco rd in g  to th e  d ic tionary  definitions, b o t h ......ร....ร..../. g  I ' / V ............. a n d
/ . _ _ _ _ i .  \

A cco rd in g  to th e  dictio ÊjÊ..Îî4
d e a l with th e  C h in ese  m ed ic ine  a s  well a s  th e  W estern  m edicine .

It is a lso  n o tic e a b le  ev en  if you a re  no t th e  C h in ese  la n g u a g e  re a d e r  th a t th e  'w ords

. 1  a or C h in e se  m ed ic in e  an d t f . 3 or w e s te rn  m ed ic in e

a p p e a r  on both  definitions a t th e  s a m e  time. But if th e re  is so m e  carefu l read ing , th e re  is

so m e  realization th a t s e e m s  to  c o n c e n tra te  m ore on  the
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Ü 2 . . . > c h i « . iW este rn  m ed ic in e  th a n  C h in ese  m ed ic in e  (W estern C h in e se  . ......... ), w h e re a s
T ^ r  V

fo c u s e s  m ore on th e  C h in ese  m ed ic in e  th an  th e  W estern

ไรm ed ic in e  (C h in e s e ......)........ > W estern  .....) th o u g h  th ey  both  d e a l th e  C h in e se  a n d

th e  W este rn  m e d ic in e ja tth e  s a m e  tim e. เท fact, th e  s ig n s  of

.... a s  found  on to o  m any p h a rm acy  s h o p s  in B angkok

e s te rn  m e d ic in e a t th e  sam e

co u ld  b e  a  n ice  w ay  to  g e t  round  th e  difficulty of how  m uch a  p h a rm a c y  o r a  p h a rm a c is t is 

to b e  th e  C h in ese  or th e  W estern  in th e  form of m edicine. This is b e c a u s e  th e  w ord “h a n g ” 

or เท th e  C h in ese  la n g u a g e  ...L.v).....b e s t  m e a n s  to  “b u s in e s s ”, with sev e ra l o th er

i  1ๅdefinitions. T h e  e x a m p le s  here  a re  ... ^  L )  .. o r “go ld  smith" th a t c a n  b e  found  in
เร 1f t  4
m  qY aow arat in B angkok  o r ......V...V.................4...... o r “b a n k ” th a t m ight h a v e  d e a lt with th e

se ttle m e n ts  o f silver in th e  old tim e befo re  an y  m odern  id e a s  of c o m m e rc e  b e g a n . The

an a ly sis  of th e

Iver in th e  old tim e befo re  an y  m odern  id e a s  of c o m m e rc e  beg ;

$ . I L . Ê Ï . . . . . .

in teresting  a s  to  s e e  th e  c o n c e p ts  of W estern  m ed ic in e  a s  m o d em  m ed ic in e  a n d  C h in e se

m ed ic in e  a s  traditional m ed ic ine  in a  d ifferent p e rsp e c tiv e  from th e  M inistry of Public

H ea lth 's  or th e  National Institute of Thai Traditional M edicine’s  c o n c e p ts  of w h a t it m e a n s  by

m o d em  a n d  traditional, Thai a n d  “non -  T hai”.
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Lastly, this c a s e  s tu d y  of th e  C h in e se  m ed ic in e  p h a rm a c ie s  in B angkok  sh o u ld  look at 

so m e  C h in e se  p ro v erb s  for th e  p o ss ib le  th o u g h ts  a n d  c o n c e p ts  b eh in d  th e  w ord

in th e  C h in e se  lan g u ag e . This is to  s a y  th e  C h in ese  

p h a rm a c is ts  in T hailand m aintaining th e  C h in e se  m ed ic ine  p h a rm a c ie s  in B angkok  m ay  still 

feel th e  n e e d s  to  look a t th e  “old k n o w led g e  & trad itio n ” of m ed ic ine  to  know  th e  m o d ern  or 

new  know ledge.

W en Gu Zhi Xinพ พ

T he w ord “W en Gu Zhi Xin” a s  a b o v e  in th e  C h in e se  la n g u a g e  s ta te s  th a t th e  n ew  or 

m o d em  th o u g h ts  a s  well a s  know ledge  a re  only a c q u ire d  b e s t  th ro u g h  carefu l a n d



r e le n tle ss  learning a n d  a p p rec ia tio n  from  th e o ld  a n d  traditional th o u g h ts  a n d  k n o w le d g e .

T h e  tw o p rev io u s a tte m p ts  su c h  a s  Ricci a n d  T aipng  to fo ste r th e  id ea  of

■ _Qr "C hina -  th e  W estern  w orld” m ay m ake  feel o th e rs  th a t th e

c o n c e p t  o f . È Æ Ë n. or "C h in ese  -  W estern  m ed ic in e  p h a rm a c y ” a s  y e t

a n o th e r  third a ttem p t to  fo s te r th e  c o n c e p t  o f .......... I ... T r . ........o r “C h in a  -  th e  W esternr t s

w orld”. This is in a  co n tex t of C h in e se  or a s  “trad itio n a l” an d  th e  W este rn  world

a s  “m o d e rn ” a s  

'ไ
or ..xrTT7... a s  “m o d e rn ” a s  th ey  both  a p p e a r  in th e  s ig n s  of th e

. in th e  C h in ese  la n g u a g e  o r “C h in ese  -  W este rn  m ed ic in e

p h a rm a c y ”. But n ev e rth e le ss , th e re  is a n o th e r C h in ese  la n g u a g e  term  to e x p re s s  th e  

im p o rtan ce  of th e  id e a s  beh in d  . . T he  e x p re ss io n  is

T s T / i a or Z hong  XI H e Bl.
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T he original u se  of th is Z hong  XI H e Bl w a s  m o re  so  in th e  ait, bu t a lso  a p p lic a b le  to  

highlight th e  c o n c e p ts  b eh in d  . . . . ^ . ' ^ - ) : .  or Z hong  XI a s  to  sa y  th a t th e re  is a  perfec tion  of 

natural o rd e r  by putting  tw o co m p le te ly  s e p a ra te  id e a s  in n a tu re  into one, for e x am p le  su c h

a s  so m eth in g  C h in e s e a n d  W este rn  id e a s  b eh in d  m ed ic ine  into o n e  form of p h a rm a c y  sh o p

4 '  %  'V ' \th a t is
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