
C H A P T E R  5

T H E  M I D D L E  -  C L A S S  B A N G K O K I A N S

5.1 T he co n cep ts  of th e  Middle -  C lass

D ep e n d in g  on how  it is defined , th e  c o n c e p ts  of “c la ss"  se e m  to h av e  ex isted  b ey o n d  

a n d  well b e fo re  the  y e a r  period  of 1993 to  1998, w hich is originally th e  tim e period  th a t this 

th e s is  shou ld  b e  mainly fo c u se d  on. เท usual s e n se , " c la s s” is often u n d e rs to o d  to have  

so m e  so rts  of a s so c ia tio n s  with w ealth, incom e, soc ia l s ta tu s  with o ccu p a tio n a l g ro u p s. เท 

this s e n s e , p e rh a p s  "stratification” is m ore g e n e ra l term  th an  "c la s s” am o n g  socia l 

sc ien tis ts . "Stratification" is th e  g e n e ra l term  u se d  to  d e sc r ib e  a  so c ie ty  w hich  (1) d is tribu tes

incom e, pow er, p res tig e , a n d  o th e r v a lu ed  re so u rc e s  to  its m em b ers  unequally; (2) c re a te s
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distinctive c la s s e s  of m e m b e rs  w h o  a re  culturally, behaviorally, a n d  organ izationally  

d ifferen t (J. T urner, 1984a). T he d e g r e e  of stratification is d e te rm in ed  by  h o w  unequally  

re so u rc e s  a re  d istribu ted , h o w  d istinctive socia l c la s s e s  are , h o w  m uch  mobility o c c u rs  

b e tw e e n  c la s s e s ,  a n d  h o w  p e rm a n e n t c la s s e s  a re  (Turner. 1994: 116)".

G oing to th e  sp e c if ic  c a s e  in T hailand, th e re  h ad  b e e n  a  "c lass"  sy s tem  of “S akdh ina" 

until King C hulalongkorn  a b o lish ed  su c h  a “c la s s ' sy stem  during th e  tim e of S iam ’s 

m odern ization  in a  w ider s c o p e . Dr. Akin R a b ib h a d a n a  M.R. is fam o u s in th is field on  his 

d e ta ile d  b ook  T he O rgan iza tion  of Thai so c ie ty  in the  early  B angkok period . 1782- 1873 

(Akin. 1996). Dr. Akin d id  no t spec ifica lly  look a t  th e  M iddle -  C la ss  B angkok ians bu t his 

view  on ‘C lient an d  Patron re la tionsh ip  b e tw een  C h in ese  im m igrants a n d  m e m b e rs  of th e  

c la s s  of n a i  ‘ s e e m e d  to  have  so m e  interrelation with Skinner (Skinner, 1957) a n d  Ju re e  

(Ju ree , 1979). Ju re e  h a s  briefly n o ted  on th e  "E m erg en ce  of th e  Thai M iddle C la s s ” a s  in 

th e  literature review, a n d  in fac t th e  J u re e ’s  to n e  noting on Skinner so u n d s  sim ilar to  the  

w ork of Dr. Akin. This w a s  w h e re  J u re e  no ted  th a t "Skinner (1957) s ta te s  th a t th e  grow th of 

th e  Thai M iddle C la ss  is b a s e d  prim arily on th e  upw ard  mobility th o ro u g h  ed u ca tio n  of th e  

d e s c e n d e n ts  of form er freem en  a n d  on th e  assim ilation  of 19th cen tu ry  C h in ese  im m igrants, 

a s  well a s  on  th e  dow nw ard  mobility from  th e  old a ris to cra tic  a n d  b u re a u c ra tic  c la s s e s . I
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(= Ju re e ) w ould  like to  a d d  th a t th e s e  p eo p le  m ust h av e  b e e n  the  p e o p le  w ho  first 

c o m p rise d  th e  m iddle c la ss"  (Ju ree , 1979: 17 -  18).

As I h av e  m en tio n ed  in th e  literature review. Skinner h a s  d e m o n s tra te d  in identifying th e  

s p e e c h  g ro u p  am o n g  th e  C h in ese  so c ie ty  in T h a ilan d ” bu t it is difficult to  no te  on th e  

sp ec if ic  field of th e  M iddle -  C la ss  B angkok ians. Ju re e  h a s  tak en  two ta rg e te d  g ro u p s  of 

p e o p le  w hom  Ju re e  c o n s id e re d  a s  th e  M iddle -  C la ss  B angkokians. But ag a in , th e re  

s e e m e d  to  h av e  b e e n  difficulty in th e  validity of th e  holistic p ic tu re  of th e  M iddle -  C la ss  

B angkok ians. T he C h in ese  artisan  s h o p k e e p e rs  a n d  th e  Thai em p lo y e e s  of th e  s ta te  

Railway O rgan ization  of T hailand co u ld  b e  a  minority of all th e  B angkok p e o p le  whom I 

'would n e e d  to  reco g n ize  a s  th e  M iddle -  C la ss  B angkok  peop le .

P e rh a p s  m ore im portant is th a t th e  Thai soc ia l stratification a s  n o tab le  in th e  S ak d h in a  h a s  

b e e n  ab o lish ed  a n d  never c a m e  b a c k  ag a in  a s  far a s  until th e  y e a r  period  1993 to  1998 is 

c o n c e rn e d . It w a s  th e  tim e of King C hulalongkom  th a t th e re  w a s  a  n e e d  to  abo lish  th e  

fo rm er soc ia l stratification b a s e d  on th e  re so u rc e s  su c h  a s  th e  s ize  of th e  farm  land a n d  th e  

s ta tic  o ccu p a tio n a l g ro u p  though  no t a s  rigid a s  th e  c a s te  system . In d eed , soc ia l sc ien tis ts  

a re  still firm on th e  v iew s of th e  M iddle -  C la s s  เท te rm s of v a riab le s  su c h  a s  incom e, pow er
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a n d  p re s tig e  till th is day . But th e  definition of th e  M iddle -  C la ss  B angkok ians b a s e d  on 

socia l s ta tu s , s ta tu s  mobility a n d  re so u rc e s  o w n ed  cou ld  well b e  in te rp re ted  to  g o  a g a in s t 

th e  ab o lish m en t of th e  S ak d h in a  by King C hulalongkom . Furtherm ore, all th e  a b o v e  au th o rs  

did not w rite their a rtic les  in relation to  th e  c o n c e p ts  of d is e a s e  a n d  m ed ic in e  a s  well a s  

health  in Thai society . At th e  s a m e  tim e, th e  a rtic les  w ere  c o n c e rn e d  with th e  y e a r  period  

b efo re  (or well before) th e  1993 -  1998 period  in this th esis . T hen  w hat co u ld  b e  my 

definition of th e  M iddle -  C la ss  B angkok ians?  It looks to  m e th a t "age , s e x  a n d  living reg io n ” 

s e e m  to g rea tly  affec t a  p o ss ib le  e m e rg e n c e  of a  "M iddle -  C la s s ” so c ie ty  in th e  m odern

d a y  perio d  c o n c e rn e d  h e re  with th is  th esis .
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5.2 The Bangkokians

Prom  th e  h y p o th es is  a n d  o b je c tiv e s  from p rev ious c h a p te rs , th e  fo c u s  of th is th e s is  

h a s  co n tinuously  b e e n  on 'm ed ic in e '. T here  is nothing w rong  on  this m atter, bu t 

m ed ic ine , w h a tev e r th e  form, d o e s  not se e m  to ex ist w ithout th e  hum an  b e in g s  th a t  n e e d  

it. T h e  re la tionsh ip  b e tw een  hum an  b e in g s  an d  m ed ic ine  w a s  d is c u s s e d  in th e  p rev ious 

c h a p te r , on  th e  w ord "use" a n d  "non - use" a n d  th e  fac to rs  a s so c ia te d  with traditional 

m ed ic in e  in Thai society .

G oing  b a c k  to  th e  original ob jec tiv e  of this th esis , th e  fo cu s of this th e s is  sh o u ld  not 

b e  on  m ed ic in e  a lone, a s  th e re  a re  'u se rs ' a s  well a s  'n o n -u se rs ' of traditional m ed ic in e  

in th is country . T h e  w ou ld -users ' h e re  m ean  th e  "m iddle -  c la s s  p e o p le  in Bangkok" a n d  

this c h a p te r  shou ld  b e  d e d ic a te d  on th e  an a ly sis  of th e  m iddle - c la s s  B angkok ians 

w hen  th ey  a re  im ag ined  a s  th e  m ain target.

T he starting  point of th is 'm idd le  - c la s s  B an g k o k ian -n ess ' is p e rh a p s  to  look a t w ho

th e  B angkok ians a re  a t  first. T h e  B angkok ians a re  th e  p e o p le  in B angkok, a n d  B angkok
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is th e  cap ita l city  of th e  K ingdom  of T hailand, a n d  th e  p eo p le  in th e  city of B angkok  a re  

c la ss ified  a s  th e  ‘B an g k o k ian s’!?

T he a b o v e  a rg u m e n t on th e  'B an g k o k ian s ' cou ld  b e  bit sim plified, a s  th e  'p e o p le  in 

B angkok ' a re  no t n ecessa rily  th e  B angkokians. For exam ple , th e  cap ita l city of T hailand  

a ttra c ts  m any  foreign tourists a n d  th o se  foreign tourists  a re  le ss  likely to  b e  pu t to g e th e r  

a n d  c lassified  a s  th e  'B angkok ians'. M oreover, s in c e  B angkok is th e  m ajor b u s in e s s  

c e n te r  of T hailand, th e re  a re  a lso  ex p a tria te  fo re igners  living in B angkok  for a  m uch 

longer perio d  of tim e, a p a r t  from  th e  foreign tourists  w h o se  s ta y s  c a n  b e  c o u n te d  in 

d ay s, ra th e r  in m onths or y e a rs . But e v en  th o se  ex p a tria te  fo re ig n e rs  a re  a lso  difficult to  

b e  c la ss ified  a s  th e  'B angkok ians ' so m etim es. เท o th e r w ords, th e re  a re  sev e ra l w ay s to 

d istingu ish  th e  B angkok ians a n d  th e  " n o n  -  B a n g k o k ia n s f  bu t th e  d istinction b e tw een  

th e  B angkok ians a n d  th o se  w ho a re  not c lassified  a s  th e  'B angkok ians ' a re  not really

F i g .  5 . 1 . T o u r i s m  g e n e r a t e s  t h e  f o r e i g n  e x c h a n g e  e x c e e d i n g  บ s $  

8  b i l l i o n  o r  2 1 9 . 3 6 4  b i l l i o n  B a h t  f o r  T h a i l a n d  เท  t h e  y e a r  1 9 9 6 ,

a c c o r d i n g  t o  T o u r i s m  A u t h o r i t y  o f  T h a i l a n d  -  "A m a z i n g  T h a i l a n d ”.
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th o se  in B angkok in so m e  c a s e s .  As for o n e  a rg u m en t b e tw een  th e  foreign  tou rists  in 

B angkok  a n d  th e  B angkokians, th e  d iffe ren ce  b e tw een  them  co u ld  b e  th e  leng th  of s tay  

in B angkok. For th e  c a s e  of th e  B angkok ians a n d  th e  foreign e x p a tr ia te s  living in 

B angkok, o n e  p o ss ib le  d istinction  b e tw een  them  cou ld  b e  th e  nationality or th e  ty p e s  of 

p a s s p o r t  th ey  hold. T hough it co u ld  b e  th e  c a s e  th a t not m any  Thai p e o p le  living in 

B angkok  a re  likely to  have  Thai p a s s p o r t  for th e  international travel e sp ec ia lly  afte r th e  

Thai c u rre n c y  c ris is  e ru p te d  in 1997.

It is n e c e s s a ry  to  g o  b ey o n d  th e  a rg u m en t from th e  foreign tourists  a n d  th e  foreign 

e x p a tr ia te s  now. a s  th e re  a re  severa l m ore  is su e s  co n ce rn in g  th e  B angkokians, re s t 

a s id e  th e  is su e s  of m id d le -c lass ' B angkok ians a n d  th e  ‘m id d le -c la ss -n e ss ’ in th e  

com ing  p a ra g ra p h s  of this c h a p te r . This is b e c a u s e  the  d istinction  b e tw een  th e  

B angkok ians a n d  th e  non - B angkok ians c a n n o t b e  m ad e  on th e  ty p e s  of p a s s p o r t  th a t 

th ey  hold or th e  dura tion  of s ta y  in sev e ra l o th e r c a s e s .

For ex am p le , th e  physical d is ta n c e  b e tw een  B angkok a n d  C hiangm ai is qu ite  c lea r, a s  

th e  tw o u rb an  a re a s  a re  not th e  identical u rb an  a re a s  a n d  a re  not, a t th e  s a m e  time, 

a d ja c e n t  to  e a c h  o ther. But th e re  a re  so m e  u rb an  a r e a s  th a t a re  nex t to  B an g k o k  by

looking a t th e  m ap  of B angkok  a n d  its su rro u n d in g  a re a s . This will m ake su c h  m oving
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from B angkok  to  S am u t P rakam  a n d  th e  v ice  versa , b e tw e e n  S am u t P rakarn  an d  

P atum than i, a n d  N onthaburi a n d  P atum than i very eas ily  for m any trip s  within a n y  given 

day , for in s tan ce . T h e  cond ition  is g iven to  th e  fac t th a t th is is th e  y e a r  period  า 993  to 

1997 a n d  th e re  a re  m otor v eh ic le s  to  m ove around , a n d  hopefully no ‘traffic jam ’ on th e  

road . Even am o n g  th e  p e o p le  having Thai p a s sp o r t  a n d  Thai c itizensh ip , th e  distinction 

b e tw e e n  ‘B an g k o k ian s1 an d  th o s e  w ho a re  not o therw ise  a re  not n e c e ssa r ily  too  easy . 

How m any  ‘B an g k o k ian s’ a re  th e re?

To rem ind  th e  tim e period  c o n c e rn e d  for th is re se a rch , th e  tim e fram e of fo c u s  in my 

th e s is  is from  th e  y e a r  1993 to  1997. A cco rd in g  to  vario u s s ta tis tic s  re le a se d  from 

v ario u s Thai g o v ern m en t offices, th e  popu la tion ’ of B angkok  m etropolis is figu red  

a ro u n d  th e  n u m b er of 5 .5  million p e o p le  in th e  y ea r 1996. This ' popu lation  ■ of B angkok 

m etropo lis  is c o u n te d  during th e  c e n s u s  co lle c te d  by th e  Ministry of Interior th a t h a s  th e  

reg istra tion  division a t Local A dm inistrative D epartm ent. T he definition of h e a d  co u n t 

v a rie s  from  different co u n tries  a n d  th e re  a re  a lw ays so m e  a rg u m e n ts  of u n d errep o rtin g  

a n d  m iscalcu la tion  b u t I w ould ta k e  th e  figu res re le a se d  from th e  N ational S tatistical 

Office a s  th e  b a s is  for th e  further analysis.
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A cco rd in g  to  th e  v ario u s n u m b ers  tak en  on p eo p le  living in B angkok  by th e  N ational

sta tistica l office in T hailand, th e  c e n s u s  is to  inc lude  the  following peop le :

-  All Thai na tio n a ls  resid ing  a s  of th e  c e n s u s  d a te .

- P e rso n s  hav ing  their usual re s id e n c e  in Thailand, bu t a s  of th e  c e n s u s  d a te , w ere  

aw ay  tem porarily  a t  field e x e rc ise s , a t  s e a  o r tem porarily  ab ro ad .

-  G o v ern m en t officials, bo th  civilian a n d  military including Thai d ip lom atic  p e rso n n e l 

a n d  their fam ilies s ta tio n ed  ab ro ad .

-  Civilian n a tionals of foreign nations having their usual re s id e n c e  in T hailand  of th o se  

w ho h a d  re s id e d  for a t le a s t th re e  m on ths a s  of th e  c e n s u s  d a te .

But B angkok  is c o n s id e re d  to  h av e  o v er five a n d  a  half million p e o p le  a n d  to  co u n t 

e a c h  p e rso n  o n e  by  o n e  is difficult. It is certa in ly  h a rd e r  th an  a n y  v illages in T hailand  

w h e re  h e a d  co u n t is within 2 digits, for in s tan ce , an d  th e re fo re  th e  m ethod  of “sa m p le  

c e n s u s  en u m era tio n  te c h n iq u e ” is ta k e n  for B angkok  m etropolis a s  well a s  non -
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m unicipal a r e a s  of Thailand. This c e n s u s  m ethod  lists all p e rso n s  a n d  h o u se h o ld s  

e n u m e ra te d  within th e  m ain c h a ra c te r is tic s  of population , e x c e p t for th o s e  from  a  20  p e r  

c e n t  sa m p le  of h o u se h o ld s  listed  a n d  e n u m e ra te d  th a t will b e  ex am in ed  m uch  m ore in 

d e ta ils  (From th e  h o m e p a g e  w w w .n so .ao .th T

On th e  nex t p a g e s  a t T ab le  5.1 an d  T ab le  5.2, th e re  will b e  lists of la rg e s t ten  a n d  

la rg e s t fifteen m unicipalities for th e  y e a rs  1970, 1980, 1990, 1991 a n d  1996.

http://www.nso.ao.th


tni/jj/i/sïmnainisàfniMÏjj-uoaiJtiirtnrn'liii'ijni Iiitijiiùi'litriniiifi 1Ü mtujiii VI.ก. 25 1 3 2523 แกะ 2533 
NUMBER OF POPULATION AND GROWTH RATE OF TEN LARGEST MUNICIPALITIES ะ 1970, 1980 AND 1990

2513 2523 2533
• V 1970 1980 1990

เทศบาล จำนวน เทศบาล จำนวน อตราเพิ่ม เทศบาล จำนวน อัตราเพิ่ม
Municipality Number Municipality Number Growth Rate Municipality Num ber Grow th Rate

ไ พระนคา-ธนบุรี 2.495,286 กรงเทพมหานคร 4.697.071 6.5 กรงเทพมหานคร 5,882,41 1 2.3
Phra-Nakhon-Thon Buri Bangkok Metropolis Bangkok Metropolis

2 เชียงใหม่ 83,729 เชียงใหม่ 101,594 2.0 นนทบุรี 223,024 21.3
Chiang Mai Chiang Mai Nonthaburi x t s  ไ 7 Tl

3 นครราชสีมา 66,071 นครสวรรค์ 93,935 7.2 นครราชสีมา 4-66-,-èee- 10.3
Nakhon Ratchasima Nakhon Sawan Nakhon Ratchasima

4 อุดรธานี 56.218 หาดใหญ่ 93,519 6.9 เชียงใหม่ 166,883 5.1
Udon Tliani Hat Yat Chiang Mai'

5 หาดใหญ่ 47,953 ขอนแก่น 85,863 1 1.3 หาดใหญ่ 142,592 4.3
Hat Yat Khon Kaen Hat Yai

6 นครสวรรค์ 46.853 พิษณุโลก 79.942 9.0 ขอนแก่น 126,059 3.9
Nakhon Sawan Phiisanulok Khon Kaen

a 7 ลมุทรปราการ 46,632 นครราชสีมา 78.246 1.7 นครสวรรค์ 103,648 1.0
Samut Prakan Nakhon Ratchasima Nakhon Sawan

8 สงขลา 41.193 อุดรธานี 71.14 2 2.4 อุบลราชธานี 95,002 6.5
Songkhia Udon Tliani Ubon Rachatani

9 นครศรีธรรมราช 40,671 สงขลา 67,945 5.1 สงขลา 85,806 2.4
Nakhon Si Thammarat Songkhia Songkhia

10 อุบลราชธานี 40,650 นครศรีธรรมราช 63.1 62 4.5 นครศรีธรรมราช 74,61 1 1.7
Ubon Rachatani Nakhon Si Thammarat Nakhon Si Thammarat
รวม Total 2.965.282 5,432,419 6.2 7,108,169 2.7
เขดเมีอง Urban 4,553,100 7,632,916 5.3 10,215,098 3.0
เขตชนบท Rural 29,844,274 37,191,624 2.2 44,333,432 1.8

หมายเหตุ : 1. อัดราm uในช่วง 10 ปี 2. เขต!มอง หมายทง '.ขดเทศนาล
Noie : 1. Intcrccnsal growth rale. 2. The urban population is defined as that in municipal areas.
ท่ํมา : ส่ามะโนประขากรแระเคหะ พ.ค. 2513 2523 และ 2533 ส่านักงานลกิติแห่งชาติ

Source : 1970, 1980 and 1990 Population and Housing Census, National Statistical Office.
CDo

Table 5.1.



Table 5.2.

จ ำน วน ป ระช าก รแ อะอ ัค ราเพ ิ่ม ข อ งป ระช ากรใน เข ต เท ศ บ าลท ี่ให ญ ่ท ี่ส ุด  15 เท ศบ าอ ห .ศ . 2 5 3 4  แอะ 2 5 3 9  
N u m b er o f  p op u la tion  and grow th  rates o f  th e fifteen  largest m u n icip a lities  ! 1 9 9 1  and 1 9 9 6

ลำดับที่

2534 1991 2539 1996

อัตราเพิ่ม 
Growth Rale

เทศบาล
Municipality

จำนวน
Number

เทศบาล
Municipality

จำนวน
Number

1 กรุงเทพมหานคร 5,620,591 กรุงเทพมหานคร 5,584,963 - 0.1
Bangkok Metropolis Bangkok Metropolis

2, นนทบุรี 274,703 นนทบุรี 483,652 12.0
Nonthaburi Nonthaburi

3 นครราชสิมา 270,419 นครราชสิมา 268,835 - 0.1
Nakhon Ratchasima Nakhon Ratchasima

4 สงขลา 238,827 ชลบุรี 263,764 6.9
Songkhla Chon Buri

5 ขอนแก่น 219,160 สงขลา 260,522 1.8
Khon Kaen Songkhla

6 ชลบุรี 189,002 ชัยภูมิ 196,050 50.3
Chon Buri Chaiyaphum

7 เชีขงใหม่ 161,541 สมุทรปราการ 194,503 18.9
Chiang Mai Samut Prakan

8 นครสวรรค 158,484 นครศรีธรรมราช 189,082 11.2
Nakhon Sawan Nakhon Si Thammarat

9 อุบลราชธานี 141,274 ขอนแก่น 171,092 - 4.8
Ubon Ratchatahani Khon Kaen

10 สระบุรี 138,888 เชียงใหม่ 170.723 1.1
Saraburi Chiang Mai

11 นครศรธรรมราช ! 11,456 ชุดร โทน 159,595 15.3
Nakhon Si Thammarat Udorn Thani

12 ยะลา 90,778 นครสวรรค์ 156,068 - 0.3
Yala Nakhon Sawan

13 สุราษฎร์ธานี 85,898 ชุบลราชธานี 154,357 1.8
Surat Thani Ubon Ratchathani

14 ราชบุรี S2,209 ปทุมธานี 145.035 54.2
Ratchaburi Pallium Thani

15 สบุทรปราการ 81,789 สุราบฎร์ธานี 140,334 10.3
Samut Prakan Surat Thani

ทิ่ม 1 : กองการทะเปียน กรมการปกกรอง กระทรวงมาทค!)พ

Source : Registration Division, Local Administration Department, M inistry o f Intel ior
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T h ere  a re  so m e  techn ica l difficulties for co m p arin g  a n d  listing th e  la rg e s t te n  a n d  

fifteen m unicipalities in T hailand in th e  given y ea rs . First of all, th e  la rg e s t m unicipality 

listed on  th e  s ta tis tic s  in th e  y e a r  1970 w a s  Phra Nakorn Thon Buri. not B angkok  

m etropolis a s  เท th e  figures for th e  y ea r 19๐0, 1990, 1991 a n d  1996. This is to  m ean  th a t 

th e  u rb an  a re a  an d  th e  m unicipal a re a  a s  te rm ed  acco rd in g  to  th e  National s ta tistic  

b u reau  in T hailand a re  not identical. เท fact. B angkok M etropolis w a s  earlier inc luded  a s  

o n e  of th e  p ro v in ces’ in Thailand a c c o rd in g  to  th e  figures re le a se d  from  th e  statistical 

office. O n th e  com ing  p a g e , th e re  will b e  a  list of th e  fifteen la rg e s t p ro v in ces  a t T ab le  

5.3, in th e  y e a rs  1960, 1970, 1980 an d  1990 in te rm s of th e  population  to  s e e  th e

c h a n g e s  of B angkok M etropolis.



จ ังห ว ัด ท ี่ม ีป ร ะ ช าก ร ม าก ฑ ํ่ส ุด  15 จ ังห ว ัด
POPULATION O F TH E FIFTEEN LARGEST PROVINCES

ลำด ับท ี่ 2 5 0 3 251 3 252 3 2 5 3 3
Rank 1960 1970 1980 199 0

1 กร ุงเทพ มห าน คร 2 ,1 3 6 ,4 3 5 กร ุง เท พ มห าน คร 3 ,0 7 7 ,36 1 กร ุง เท พ มห าน คร 4 ,6 9 7 ,07 1 กร ุง เท พ มห าน คร 5 ,8 8 2 ,41 1
Bangkok Metropolis Bangkok Metropolis Bangkok Metropolis Bangkok Metropolis

2 อ ุบลรา,ซธาน 1 .1 3 0 ,7 1 2 น ครราชส ิมา 1 ,4 9 3 ,95 5 นครราชส ิมา 1 .9 4 8 ,28 7 นครราชส ิมา 2 ,3 7 5 ,4 7 6
Ubon Ratclialhani Naklion Ratcliasima Naklion Ratcliasima Nakhon Ratcliasima

3 นครราชส ิมา 1 ,0 9 4 ,7 7 4 อ ุบ ลราชธาน ี 1 .4 8 4 .70 2 อ ุบลราชธาน ี 1 ,6 1 7 ,9 6 3 อ ุบ ลราชธาน ี 1 ,8 6 9 ,5 9 0
Naklion Ratcliasima Ubon Ratclialhani Ubon Ratclialhani Ubon Ratchathani

4 ขอนแก ่น 8 4 4 ,0 7 5 อ ุดรธาน ี 1,1 13,232 อ ุดรธาน ี 1 ,4 6 2 ,19 9 อ ุดรธาน ี 1 ,7 7 0 ,6 6 9
Khon Kacn Udon Tliani Udon Tliani Udon Thani

5 เช ยงราย 811 ,771 เช ีย ง ร าย 1 ,1 1 1 ,6 0 7 ขอนแก ่น 1 ,2 5 3 ,5 7 5 ขอน แก ่น 1 ,6 2 1 ,4 1 5
Chiang Rai Chiang Rai Khon Kacn Khon Kaen

6 เช ียงใหม ่ 7 98 ,48 3 ขอน แก ่น 1 ,0 4 8 ,6 5 6 นครคร ึธรรมราช 1 ,2 1 4 ,49 8 นครคร ึธรรมราช 1 ,4 0 0 ,5 9 8
Chiang Mai Khon Kacn Naklion Si Thammarat Nakhon Si Thammarat

7 อดรธาน 744,1  74 เช ียงให ม ่ 1 .0 2 6 .45 0 เช ียงให ม ่ ใ .1 5 4 ,8 50 บ ุร ึร ้มข ์ 1 ,3 5 7 ,1 0 8
(jcion Tliani Chiang Mai Chiang Mai Buri Ram

8 นครครึธรรมราช 7 3 0 ,4 0 2 น ครคร ึธรรมราช 9 28 ,52 0 บ ุร ีร ้ม ย ์ 1 .0 9 8 ,25 5 คร ึสะเกษ 1 ,2 8 6 ,12 1
Naklion Si Thammar;■M Naklion Si Taniniarat Buri Ram Si Sa Ket

9 ร ้อยเอ ๊ด 6 6 8 ,1 9 3 บ ุร ึร ้มข ์ 7 99 ,61 3 ครึสะเกษ 1 .0 6 3 .25 3 สรึนทร์ 1 ,2 2 0 ,5 4 0
Roi Et Bnri Rani Si Sa Ket Surin

ใ0 นครลารรค ์ 6 4 7 .6 0 2 คร ึสะเกษ 7 96 ,29 5 สรึนทร์ 9 99 ,79 5 ร ้อ ย เอ ฺด 1 ,122 ,021
Naklion Sawan 1 Si Sa Ket Surin Roi Et

11 ครึสะเกษ 6 0 1 ,3 5 6 ร ้อยเอ ัด 785 ,32 9 ร ้อยเอด 948 .23 4 สงขลา 1 ,0 9 4 ,3 2 3
Si Sa Ket Roi Et Roi Et Songkhla -

12 บ ุร ึร ้ม ย ์ 5 8 3 ,5 8 5 นครสวรรค ์ 758 ,891 นครสวรรค ์ 9 42 .06 8 ช ัยภ ูม ํ 997 ,861
Buri Ram Naklion Sawan Nakhon Sawan Chaiyaphum

13# สุรึนทร์ 5 8 1 .7 3 2 สรึนท f 7 55 ,28 3 เช ีย งร าย 9 02 ,96 9 สกลนคร 9 4 3 .4 3 8
Surin Surin Chaing Rai Sakon Nakhon

14 สงขลา 5 0 0 ,2 8 5 ช ัยภ ูม 632 ,241 สงขลา 8 18 ,32 7 ม ห าสารคาม 8 7 8 ,6 7 5
Songkhla Chaiyaphum Songkhla Maha Sarakham

15 มห าสารคาม 4 9 9 ,3 7 3 สงขลา 6 21 .84 9 ช ัยภ ูม 8 17 ,59 4 ชลบ ุร ี 851 ,181
Maha Sarakham Songkhla Chaiyaphum Chon Buri

ท ี่มา : สำมะโนประชากรแระเคห ะ พ .ค . 250 3  25121 252 3  และ 2 5 3 3  ท าราชอาโนาจกร ลำน กงาน สทดแห ่งชาด ํ
S o u rc e  : ไฉ60. 1970 . 1980  and 199 0  P o p u la tio n a n d  H ousing . C e n s u s . W h o le K in g d o m . N a tio n a l S ta tis tic a l O ffice .

CD00

Table 5.3.
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T he popu lation  of B angkok m etropo lis  h a s  stead ily  in c re a se d  from  2 ,1 3 6 ,4 3 5  in the  

y e a r  1960 to  5 .5 8 4 ,9 6 3  in th e  y e a r  1996. Too m any  w ould a s s u m e  th a t th e  fac to rs  of 

su c h  population  grow th ARE th e  in c re a se  in birth ra te  a n d  th e  fall in d e a th  ra te  in 

B angkok m etropolis. But th o se  d e a th /  birth n u m b ers  a re  not th e  only fa c to rs  for 

d e term in ing  th e  c h a n g e s  of B angkok’s  population . เท fact, m igration is th e  o n e  th a t h a s  

a lso  g rea tly  a ffec ted  su c h  c h a n g e s  in population.

T he w ork of พ . S k inner cou ld  b e  a  p rom inen t re se a rc h  ev en  on  th e  p e is p e c tiv e s  of 

in te r n a t io n a l  m igration, th e  sa m e  au th o r of th e  book “T h e  C h in ese  in T h a ilan d ” p u b lish ed  

by  Cornell University P re ss / Ithaca, a p a r t  from th e  identification of th e  “s p e e c h  g ro u p s  ' 

a s  I h av e  n o ted  e a s ie r . พ . S k inner h a s  tak en  th e  early  C h in ese  m igram s to T hailand 

from th e  m ainland C hina in his re se a rc h  for th e  an a ly sis  of Thai - C h in ese  com m unity  in 

T hailand. But this in te r n a tio n a l  m igration from th e  m ainland C hina is ge tting  le ss  an d  

le ss  of w eig h t in te rm s  of th e  overall population  in T hailand a s  T hailand h a s  effectively 

e n d e d  g ran ting  the  in stan t im m igrant s ta tu s  to  th o se  th a t h ad  arrived  from th e  m ainland 

C hina s in c e  th e  late  1950 s, T he  im m igrants from th e  m ain land  C hina a c c o u n te d  by  far 

th e  m ajority of th e  ’’would -  b e ’ Thai m igran ts for y e a rs  b u t a fte r late 1950 's, th e  re se a rc h  

of m igration is now  m ore shifted  on th o se  w ho m ove within th e  coun try  o r th e  in te r n a l

m igration.
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G oing b a c k  to  th e  figu res of la rg e  m unicipality 'ร population  in T hailand, th e re  a re  

sev e ra l u rb an  a re a s  th a t  hav e  e x p e r ie n c e d  m uch  m ore than  2 to  3  % of population  

grow th p e r  annum  over th e  y ea rs . T h e  g en e ra l population  grow th e a c h  y e a r  h a d  NOT 

e x c e e d e d  well a b o v e  4 %for th e  a v e ra g e  in T hailand s in c e  1970 (NSO, Social Ind icato rs 

1997. 1997: 10). T herefore a s  for th e  m unicipalities th a t h av e  e x c e e d e d  well a b o v e  a n d  

well below  th e  a v e ra g e  population  grow th of Thailand, th e  fac to r of su c h  population  

c h a n g e s  in sev era l m unicipalities is c o n s id e re d  primarily d u e  to  th e  in te r n a l  m igration. 

T he natural in c re a se  o r d e c r e a s e  of births a n d  d e a th s  a re  th e  l e s s  affecting  fac to r for 

su c h  popu lation  c h a n g e s , a n d  th e  e m p h a s is  is m ore on th e  m ovem en ts from  o n e  rural 

a re a  to  a  m unicipality or ’rural -  u rb an ' m igration.

During th e  y e a r  1991 to  1996. P a tum  Thani h a s  e x p e rie n c ed  th e  h ig h est grow th of 

popu lation  am o n g  th e  la rg e s t 15 m unicipalities. As in th e  T ab le  9.2. th e  read in g  of 

54 .2%  grow th p e r ann u m  is show n, a n d  P athum  Thani 'ร popu lation  h ad  b e e n  ou t of th e  

list b e fo re  th e  y ea r 1991, prior to  th e  population  of 145,035 in 1996. Patum  Thani is 

a d ja c e n t to  B angkok situ a ted  in th e  north, within co m m u tab le  d is ta n c e  b e tw een  two 

u rb an  a re a s . As far a s  th e  B angkok  reg ion  is c o n c e rn e d , th e  population  of N onthaburi is

th e  s e c o n d  la rg e s t a fte r B angkok with th e  48 3 ,6 5 2  in 1996  an d  th e  grow th of N onthaburi
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c a m e  th e  fifth d u rin g  th e  s a m e  y e a r  period . N onthaburi h a s  s e e n  th e  popu lation  grow th 

of 12.0 p e rc e n t p e r y e a r  an d  w a s  not ev en  on th e  la rg e s t 10 m unicipalities เท th e  y ea r 

1980. N onthaburi is a lso  a d ja c e n t to  B angkok  a n d  it is w h e re  th e  Ministry of Public 

H ealth  to g e th e r  a n d  th e  National Institute of Thai Traditional M edicine a re  s itu a te d  

S am u t P rakan  with th e  population  194 ,503  in th e  y e a r  1996 is y e t a n o th e r  m unicipality 

th a t is nex t to  B angkok  in th e  sou th  a n d  h a s  re c o rd e d  th e  third fa s te s t  popu la tion  grow th 

a m o n g  th e  la rg e s t 15 m unicipalities during  th e  y e a r  1991 to  1996. T he grow th w a s  18.9 

% p e r  y e a r  a t S am u t Prakan , a fte r Patum  Thani an d  C haiyaphum . a n d  S am ut P rakan  

w a s  a lso  off th e  list from  th e  la rg e s t 10 m unicipalities befo re  th e  y e a r  1990.

On th e  co n tra ry  B angkok  actually  sa w  th e  d ec lin e  in th e  population  grow th during  th e  

1991 to  1996  period  a t m inus 0.1 % p e r  annum . It m ay co m p lica te  th e  im ag e  of g e n e ra l 

u rban ization  p ro c e s s  tak en  in T hailand  over th e  p a s t  sev e ra l d e c a d e s  b u t th e  ra te  of 

ou t-m ig ran ts  h a s  s p e e d e d  up  in B angkok  s in c e  th e  1997 Thai c u rre n c y  crisis. This is 

p ro b ab ly  b e c a u s e  internal m igran ts lost m o re  c a re e r  opportun ities  in B angkok  a n d  left 

B angkok  d u e  to  th e  high c o s t of living here. A cco rd in g  to  th e  “R ep o rt of th e  M igration 

S urvey  1 9 9 7 ” by th e  N ational s ta tistica l Office in Thailand, th e re  w a s  a  net outflow of 

5 7 5 ,1 2 7  p e o p le  from B angkok to  o th e r reg io n s  in 1997. T h e  new  “In -m ig ran ts” to
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B angkok  to ta led  189 ,916  w h e re a s  th e  "O ut-m igran ts” leaving B angkok  n u m b ered

7 6 5 ,0 4 3  p e o p le  afte r th e  1997 Thai cu rren cy  crisis. Of th o se  n e t outflow s of 5 7 5 ,1 2 7  

p e o p le  from  Bangkok, 364,671 p e o p le  reco g n iz e d  N ortheastern  reg ion  a s  th e  reg ion  of 

p rev ious re s id e n c e  to Bangkok, follow ed by C en tra l region for 184,867, northern  reg ion  

a t 5 8 ,708  a n d  Sou thern  reg ion  for 3 ,9 6 2  (NSO, 1998),

5.3 The Middle -  C lass  B angkokians

From th e  grow th of population  a s  well a s  th e  g e o g ra p h ic a l proximity, it is ra tio n a le  to 

s a y  th a t th e  B angkok ians a re  th o se  not only a p p e a r  on th e  c e n s u s  for B angkok 's  

population , b u t a lso  th o se  of N onthaburi's , S am u t P rakan 's , Pathum  T hani’s  a s  th e y  a re  

sign ifican t in n u m b er a s  well a s  เท grow th. T he re c e n t u rban ization  p ro c e s s  เท T ha iland ’s  

cap ita l took p la c e  m ore a t a  p e rip h e ry  of Bangkok, not a t B angkok  itself. W ho a n d  how

m any  a re  th e  a s p e c ts  having c le a re d  on th e  is su e s  of th e  B angkokians. But w h a t a b o u t
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th e  “M iddle -  C lass"  is su e s  to g e th e r  with th e  fac to rs  affecting  th e  c o n c e p ts  of d is e a se , 

m ed ic in e  a n d  health?

O ne a rg u m e n t of th e  ' M iddle -  C la s s ” in B angkok  c a n  b e  m ad e  co n ce rn in g  th e  u se  of 

traditional m ed ic in e  a s  “ B o u tiq u e” m ed ic in e  a s  th e  sign  of “ M iddle -  C la s s ” n e s s  in 

Thai u rb an  society . But th is a rg u m e n t shou ld  b e  tre a te d  carefully  b e c a u s e  th e  u se  of 

traditional m ed ic in e  for "Health for All” a n d  th e  ex c lu siv e  n a tu re  of Thai traditional 

m ed ic in e  a s  “B outique m ed ic in e” a re  o p p o s ite  in nature. T here  is a n o th e r sto ry  on th e  “ 

S u p p ly  -  s id e ” po licy  of health  c a re  a n d  re so u rc e s  an d  th e  “ Rational u se  of D ru g ” could  

well m ean  a s  th e  “ Rational p rescrip tion  of traditional m ed ic in e”. But th is ‘S upp ly  -  s id e ' 

a p p ro a c h  w as q u e s tio n e d  b e c a u s e  w h a t is n e e d e d  an d  w hat is su p p lied  d o  NOT 

n ecessa rily  e q u a l to  e a c h  other. This shou ld  b e  rest a s id e  from th e  fac t th a t th o se  

hav ing  licen sed  to  u se  traditional m ed ic in e  a re  ge tting  sm aller in n u m b er in te rm s of th e  

n u m b er of traditional m ed ic ine  p h a rm a c ie s  (P lea se  s e e  th e  later analysis). At th e  s a m e  

tim e, it is difficult to  s a y  th a t th e re  a re  d o c to rs , n u rse s  an d  o th e r health  c a re  an d  

re so u rc e s  p ro v id ers  w ho m ight b e  reco g n ized  a s  th e  "M iddle -  C la s s ”, a s  th e  m ajority of 

th o se  “B an g k o k ian s” w ould b e  o th er th a n  d o c to r an d  n u rse  for th e  o ccu p a tio n . W hich 

le a v e s  th e  a rg u m e n t th a t “d o c to rs , n u rse s  a n d  health  c a re / re so u rc e s  su p p lie rs  in

B angkok” a re  th e  “ real “ M iddle -  C la s s  B angkok ians in a  difficult su p p o rtin g  position.
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Social sc ie n tis ts  h a v e  g en era lly  re s e a rc h e d  on  th e  is su e s  of Bangkok, th e  m iddle 

c la s s  a n d  th e  B angkok ians m ore th an  d o c to rs  an d  n u rse s  bu t th is d o e s  not h e lp  too  

m uch  on  th e  th e s is  to p ic  of “ th e  U se  of Traditional M edicine by th e  M idddie -  C la ss  

B angkok ians (1993  -  1997). T here  a re  y e t sufficient s tu d ie s  c o n d u c te d  by o th er sc h o la rs  

on  th e  re la tionsh ip  b e tw een  th e  M iddle -  C la ss  B angkok ians a n d  th e  fac to rs  affecting  

th e  c o n c e p ts  of d ise a se , m ed ic in e  a n d  health  in Thai society . For exam ple . Ju re e  

N am sirichai Vichit -  V ad ak an  h a s  ex am in ed  th e  M iddle -  C la ss  B angkok ians by  taking 

th e  ethnicity  of "the C h in e se  in T hailand" an d  th e  o c c u p a tio n s  of “s e l f - e m p lo y e d  

sh o p k e e p e rs"  a n d  “th e  e m p lo y e e s  of s ta te  Railway organ ization  of T hailand  (SRT)” a s  

b e ing  th e  “M iddle -  C la s s  B angkokian  - n e s s ” in her Ph D. d isse rta tio n  (Ju ree , 1979). 

Bringing th e  ethnicity up  front m ay  u n d erm in e  th e  c o n c e p t  of “H ealth for Air b e c a u s e  it 

m ay  b e  in te rp re ted  a s  "Health for All ea rlie r C h in ese  im m igrants to  T h a ilan d ”, for 

exam ple . At th e  s a m e  tim e, th e  ex p lan a tio n  w as m a d e  earlier on th e  difficulties of taking 

sp ec ific  o ccu p a tio n a l g ro u p s  su c h  a s  d o c to rs  a n d  nu rses, a n d  th e  s ta te  railway 

em p lo y ee  is a lso  an o th e r o ccu p a tio n . T h ere  is how ever so m e  hint on th e  title of th e  

d isse rta tio n  by J u re e  Vichit - V ad ak an  w hich is ca lled  "Not T oo High a n d  Not Too Low -  

A C o m p ara tiv e  s tu d y  of Thai a n d  C h in e se  M iddle -  C la ss  Life”.

Folk th eo ry  b a s e d  on religion a n d  spiritual beliefs a n d  G erm  theo ry  b a s e d  on  th e  

m odern  s c ie n c e  a re  not th e  only p o ss ib le  fac to rs  affecting  th e  c o n c e p ts  of d is e a s e ,
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m ed ic in e  a n d  h u m an  well - b e in g s , it is im portan t to  re c o g n iz e  from th e  c lien t’s, th e  

p a tien t’s  s id e  a s  well a s  th e  M iddle -  C la ss  B angkok ians s id e  w hen  it is n e c e s s a ry  to 

s e e  th e  link b e tw een  th e  ‘u se r  a n d  th e  'm ed ic in e '. T he c o n c e p ts  of d is e a s e  a n d  

m ed ic in e  a s  well a s  hum an  well -  b e in g s  m ay well b e  a s so c ia te d  with th e  fac to rs  d u e  to 

"ag e” a n d  “s e x ” a s  well a s  th e  living reg ions. This is to s a y  th a t th e re  is dem ograph ic  

a p p ro a c h  to  s e e  th e  re la tionsh ips b e tw een  th e  “population  of B angkok a n d  T h a ilan d ”, 

a n d  their n e e d s  of health  a n d  m edicine.

O n e  g en era lly  e n c o u n te rs  different health  p ro b lem s a t different a g e  a n d  s e x  “C la s s ” 

G ro u p  a s  well a s  w h ere  o n e  is. H ere  “Health for Ail” d o e s  not m ean  “ H ealth  for A ll 

fo llowers o f a specific be lie f' a s  cou ld  b e  เท the  c a s e  of taking a  folk theo ry  b a s e d  on 

religion. “H ealth for Ail” d o e s  not in d ica te  "Health for A ll em p loyees o f a certain  

occupa tion " a t th e  s a m e  time. R ather, th e  c o n c e p t of “H ealth for A ir h e re  is “ H ealth  for 

A ll popu la tion  in Tha iland ', tak ing  so m e  c h a ra c te ris tic s  su c h  a s  a g e  a n d  s e x  a n d  o n e ’s 

location  th a t a re  still c o m p a ra b le  am o n g  p eo p le  from various different b a c k g ro u n d s . เท 

fa c t th e  Ministry of Public Health in T hailand th a t inc ludes th e  National Institute o f Thai 

Traditional M edicine is th e re  to  se rv e  for “Thai pop u la tio n ” a s  o n e  of th e  M inistry's

ob jec tives.
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To s ta rt with, th e re  is o n e  ex a m p le  to  s e e  d ifferent health  n e e d s  a t  different a g e s  of 

life a n d  a t  d ifferent sex . T h a t is “ A ge sp ec ific  d e a th  ra te s  p e r  1000 p e rso n s  by a g e  

g ro u p  a n d  sex" a n d  th e  T ab le  5 .4  will b e  show n on th e  nex t p ag e .



Table 5.4

อ ัตราตายต ่อป ระชากร 1 ,0 0 0  คน จำแน กต าม ห ม วด อาย ูข อ งผ ู้ต าย  นอะ!พศ พ .ค . 2 5 1 7 -2 5 1 9  2 5 2
1 5 3 2  2 5 3 4  นละ 2 5 3 8 - 2 5 3 9
Vgc specific death  ra te s  per 1 ,0 0 0  persons by age group and sex : 1 9 7 4 - 1 9 7 6 , 1 9 8 5 -1 9 8 6 , 1 9 8 9 ,
991 and 1 9 9 5 - 1 9 9 6

2517-2519 2528-2529 2532 2534 2538-2539
หมวดอายุ 1974-1976 1985-1986 1989 1991 1995-1996 Age group
และเพศ ชาย หญิง ชาย หญิง ชาย หญิง ชาย หญิง ช1ย หญิง and sex

Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female

อัคราฅาข 9.5 7.9 7.1 5.8 6.6 5.3 6.5 5.3 7.0 5.1 Crude death rate
อัตรา!",าขขธงทารก 61.2 41.7 45.0 36.2 42.5 34.9 37.6 31.3 26.7 25.4 Infant mortality rate

คากว่า 1 ปี 87.1 57.3 54.3 44.4 47.8 43.6 45.4 44.9 30.2 27.5 Under 1 year
1-4 7.8 7.8 2.2 1.3 1.4 1.1 1.4 1.1 1.6 1.1 1-4
5-9 2.4 3.6 1.3 1.3 1.2 0.9 1.2 0.9 1.1 0.8 5-9

10-14 1.8 1.2 0.7 1.1 1.1 0.5 1.1 0.6 1.0 0.7 10-14
15-19 2.2 2.7 1.5 1.5 1.5 1.1 1.4 1.0 1.8 1.6 15-19
20-24 2.9 2.2 1.9 1.6 1.7 1.6 1.7 1.5 2.4 1.9 20-24
25-29 3.0 2.3 3.4 1.7 2.3 1.3 2.2 1.3 2.8 2.1 25-29
30-รุ4 5.5 3.2 3.5 1.9 3.2 1.7 3.0 1.7 3.3 2.3 30-34
35-39 7.5 4.3 3.9 2.3 3.4 2.6 3.4 2.5 3.5 2.5 35-39
40-44 9.2 6.2 5.0 3.4 4.7 3.1 4.6 3.1 4.3 3.1 40-44
45-49 9.ร 9.7 7.4 4.3 6.6 3.9 6.5 3.8 5.6 3.5 45-49
50-54 16.6 7.8 10.4 7.4 9.3 8.5 9.1 8.4 7.5 6.1 50-54
55-59 18.4 13.0 16.5 14.2 18.3 9.0 16.9 8.9 12.8 9.9 55-59
60-64 30.4 18.9 28.7 18.8 22.1 13.7 21.2 13.4 19.8 11.9 60-64

65* 65.5 55.5 63.0 48.8 57.1 40.9 53.0 42.8 46.1 39.0 65 and over

'น/! 1 พ เ แ เ ก แ ค ่แ แ เ ท ใ ร แ เ ท เ แ แ แ / ค เ VOเแ • เะ T เท 5 ท.ค. 2 5 1 7 -2 5 1 9  25211-2529 2 5 5 2  2 5 M  แคะ 25.1H-253 9  ค ่'แ เท ■ เท เค ท ิด ่เแ น ่Y 'เด ่
S o u r ie  R e p o r t Ihe S u r v e y  o f  P o p u la tio n  C h a n g e  1974-1 97 6 . 1 9 S 5 -1 986 , 1989. 1991 a n d  1995-1996, N a tio n a l S ta tis t ic a l O f fic e
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T he sta tistic  of a g e  a n d  se x  ‘c la s s ’ sp ec ific  d ea th  ra te  a t T ab le  5 .4  sh o w s th a t th e  

d e a th  ra te  c h a n g e s  a t different a g e  'c la s s ' g ro u p s  a s  well a s  different s e x  'c la s s ' g roups. 

For in stance , th e  d e a th  rate  of m ale u n d e r 1 y ea r old w a s  87.1 p e r  1000 p e rso n s  a t th e  

earlie r y e a rs  of 1974 to  1976. But th e  s a m e  m ale u n d e r 1 y e a r  old saw  few er d e a th  ra te s  

a t 30 .2  p e r  1000 p e rso n s  เท th e  y ea r period  1995 -  1996. T hroughou t th e  read in g s , th e  

d e a th  ra te  d e c lin e s  a s  th e  a g e  1 c la ss ' g ro u p  s te a d ie s  from below  1 y e a r  old infants bu t 

th e  mortality r ise s  a s  th e  a g e  c la s s ' g ro u p  g o e s  h igher a t th e  elderly. T he re a d in g s  of 

d e a th  ra te  c a n  vary with different s e x  'c la s s ' g ro u p  a t th e  sa m e  time.

N ext e x am p le  is of a g e  a n d  se x  ' c la s s ’ g ro u p  a s  well a s  th e  d ifferent location  of o n e 's  

be in g  on T ab le  5.5. Life e x p e c ta n c y  v aries  b e c a u s e  of sex  c la s s ' g ro u p  a s  well a s

'//h e re  o n e  is.
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T ab ie  5.5.

อายุข ัยเฉลี่ยเม ื่อนรกเกิด และอายุขัยเฉลี่ยเมื่ออายุ 60 ปี จำแนกเป็นรายภาค และเพศ 
พ .ศ. 2538 - 2539
EXPECTATION OF LIFE AT BIRTH AND EXPECTATION OF LIFE AT AGE 60 YEARS BY REGION 
AND SEX: 1995 - 1996

อายุขัยเฉลี่ย 
เมื่อแรกเกิด

อายุขัยเฉลี่ย 
เม่ืออายุ 60 ปี

ภาค Expectaion of Life 
at Birth

Expectation of Life 
at Age 60 Years

Region

ชาย หญิง ชาย หญิง
Male Female Male Female

ทั่วราชอาณาจักร 69.97 74.99 20.29 23.89 Whole Kingdom

กรุงเทพมหานคร 75.57 79.71 25.41 27.99 Bangkok Metropolis

ภาคกลาง Central Region

(ไม่รามกรุงเทพ- (Excluding Bangkok

มหานคร) 72.15 75.72 20.50 23.26 Metropolis)

ภาคเหนือ 69.05 75.85 22.01 26.45 Northern Region

ภาคตะวันออกเฉียงเหนือ 68.43 73.71 18.00 22.17 Northeastern Region

ภาคใต้ 68.11 73.45 20.83 24.59 Southern Region

กี๋มา: รายงานการสำรวจการIปลํ่ยนแปลง,บองประชากร พ.ศ. 2538-2539 สำนักงานสถิติแห่งชาติ สำนักนายกรัฐมนด1 
Source: Report on the Survey of Population Change: 1995-1996, National Statistical Office. Office of the Prime Minister
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T he re a d in g s  of life e x p e c ta n c y  a re  given in s e x  ' c la ss ' g ro u p  a n d  region sp ec ific  

within Thailand. T he life e x p e c ta n c y  of th e  B angkok ians is th e  h ig h es t for both  m ale an d  

fem ale , a t 7 5 .77  y e a rs  a n d  79.71 y e a rs  respectively . The re a d in g s  of th e  B angkokians' 

g e n e ra l life e x p e c ta n c y  a re  well a b o v e  the  national a v e ra g e  of 6 9 .97  y e a rs  for m ale a n d  

7 4 .9 9  y e a rs  for fem ale.

It is q u ite  explicit from th e  earlier p a ra g ra p h s  th a t th e  w ord ‘c l a s s  is u se d  in 

con junction  with th e  w o rd s  'a g e ' an d  's e x ’. W hat d o e s  it m ean  to  th e  exp lanation  of th e  

M iddle -  C la s s  - n e s s ' if a n d  w hen  s u c h  M iddle -  C la ss  g ro u p  ex ists  to g e th e r  with th e  

fac to rs  affecting  c o n c e p ts  of d is e a s e , m ed ic in e  a n d  hum an well - b e in g s?

Unlike from c a su a l o b serv a tio n s, th e  population  of T hailand is split unev en  in n u m b ers  

a t d ifferen t a g e  a n d  se x  ■ c la s s ' g ro u p s . It is e a s ie r  to  v isualize th is with th e  help  of th e  

"P e rc e n ta g e  stratification a n d  distribution of Thai population  by 5 y ea r a g e  a n d  s e x  ‘

c la s s '  g ro u p ', o r m uch  m ore com m only  known a s  th e  ‘Population Pyram id’ on T ab le  5.6.
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A sia. Thailand
] July ใ 994

S o u rce  : D em ographic Y earbook 1 9 9 5  “ UN

322ÛÛÔ 5I100Q_ 
6960Û0J  
9 0 7 0 0 0  

1051000  
13C600Ç  
171400Ç  
2 1 3 4 0 0 0  
2523ÛÛÔ 
2 9 8 3 0 0 ๕  
3 1 1 100Ç  
3154O0Ô  
3 I2 0 0 0 Ç  
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2 9 1 1 0 0 0

Male

297670013
(M ale)

3 0 3 0 0 0

■า— I—I— I— r*

A g é
บ rien own

7 5  +
7 0  -  74 
0 5  -  69  
6 0  -  64 
5 5  -  59  
5 0 - 5 4  
4 0  -  49  
40  -  44 
3 5 - 3 9  
3Ô -  34  
2 5 - 2 9  20 -  24 
1 5 - 1 9  
10 -  14 

5 - 9  
0 - 4

4 2 9 0 0 0 Peinais

-I— I— โ— I—

- 3
3 8 6 0 0 0  
108000  

7 3 6 0 0 0  
9 6 9 0 0 0  
ใ0S1000 

ไ 3 0 3 0 0 0  
3 7 2 8 0 0 0  
2 1 4 4 0 0 0  
12476003  
2 8 9 1 0 0 0  
3 0 0 4 0 0 0  
3 0 6 3 0 0 3  
3 0 3 6 0 0 0  
292400Ü  
2 7 9 9 0 0 0

6S5 2S62SOO0 
(F em ale)

6% 4 3  2  เ จ 0 1  2
T otal population -  59396000 =10014

T ab le  5 .6 . H a v i n g  t o o  m a n y  o b s e s s i o n s  o n  T h a i  ‘s e x ’ a n d  ‘a g e ’ a s  

w e l l  a s  ‘c l a s s ’ i n  1 9 9 4 ?  T h e  l a r g e s t  c l a s s e s  a r e  i n  t h e  “ 1 5  t o  1 9  เท  

a g e "  a n d  a t  “b o t h  m a l e  a n d  f e m a l e  s e x  "C l a s s  g r o u p s .  T h e  

P o p u l a t i o n  P y r a m i d  i m p l i e s  t h a t  T h a i l a n d  i s  a t  a n  e a r l i e r  f o r m a t i o n  

s t a g e  o f  a  “M i d d l e  -  C l a s s  S o c i e t y "  เท  t e r m s  o f  5 - y e a r  a g e  a n d  s e x  

C l a s s  g r o u p s .  N O T  T O O  H I G H  ( 6 5  p l u s ) .  N O T  T O O  L O W  ( 0  t o  1 4

p l u s ) .
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T he Ph.D. d isse rta tio n  by  J u re e  w a s  m ore so  in Sociology an d  A nthropo logy  th an  in 

P ub lic  H ealth, a s  h er th e s is  w a s  not w ritten for th e  to p ics  of th e  c o n c e p ts  of d is e a s e  a n d  

m ed ic in e  เท Thai socie ty . But h e r  th e s is  title h a s  so m e  hints in th e  s e n s e  th a t th e  M iddle 

-  C la ss  a r e  th o s e  “N ot Too High, Not T oo Low’. This d o e s  not how ever m ean  th e  incom e 

c la s s  g ro u p  in m y th e s is  on “th e  U se  of Traditional M edicine by  th e  M iddle -  C la ss  

B angkokians". It is a lso  d ifferen t from th e  soc ia l s ta tu s  mobility n o ted  by J u re e  in her 

th es is . เท m y id e a  th e  M iddle -  C la s s  B angkok ians a re  th e  population  in B angkok  who 

w ould  not b e  too  high a b o v e  65  p lu s an d  not too  low below  15 เท five-year a g e  an d  se x  

'c la s s ' g ro u p s .

T he “M iddle - C la s s  -  N e s s ” is often d is c u s s e d  by im agining th e  p o ss ib le  “High - 

c l a s s ” a n d  th e  “ Low - c l a s s ” d u e  to  th e  incom e an d  socia l s ta tu s . But I w ould a rg u e  tha t 

th e  cu rren t ex p lanation  is not m a d e  of ‘h igh’ or ‘low’ or ‘m iddle’ of in co m e an d  of socia l 

s ta tu s  in relation to  th e  fac to rs  affecting  th e  c o n c e p ts  of d is e a s e  a n d  m ed ic in e  a s  well 

a s  health . T h ere  a re  only th e  ‘M iddle -C la s s ' p e o p le  b e tw een  a g e  15 to  64 a n d  th e  so- 

c a lled  ‘d e p e n d a n ts ’ by  d e m o g ra p h e rs , w h o se  a g e s  a re  0 to  14 y e a rs  a s  well a s  a b o v e

65  y e a rs  old.
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By app ly ing  this id e a  of th e  M iddle -  C la s s  b e in g  15 to 64  in 5 -y ear a g e  a n d  se x  

'c la s s ’ g roup , th e  M iddle -  C la s s  B angkok ians w ould e n c o u n te r  th e  le a s t health  

p rob lem s, c o m p a re d  to  th o se  0 to  14 o r ab o v e  65 y e a rs  เท a g e  ‘ c la ss ' g ro u p s. G oing 

b a c k  to  th e  d a ta  on th e  a g e  sp ec ific  mortality rate  p e r  1000 population  in Thailand, 

th o se  in th e  "M iddle -C la ss"  g ro u p  from th e  a g e  15 to  64 a re  le ss  likely to  hav e  h igher 

mortality ra te s  th an  th o se  u n d e r 15’ร (esp ec ia lly  u n d e r 1 year) o r ab o v e  65 ’s  in ag e . เท 

o th e r w ords, th e re  a re  le ss  n e e d s  of m ed ic ine  a s  far a s  th e  "Middle -  C la ss  

B angkokians" a re  c o n ce rn ed .

It d o e s  no t n e g a te  how ever th e  n e e d s  of investigation of traditional m ed ic in e  by 

looking a t th e  clien ts ' side . A re s e a rc h  of m ed ic ine  is often c o n s id e re d  a s  a  laboratory  

d e v e lo p m e n t of traditional m ed ic in e  itself. But fo cu sin g  on th e  M iddle - C la ss  

B angkok ians a s  th e  main ta rg e t shou ld  lead  to  th e  fac t tha t th e  "Middle -  C lass"  is not 

q u ite  a  division of “C la s s ” in th e  co n tex ts  of political, socia l a n d  ethnic d iffe ren ces  a s  

weil a s  th e  u se  of m edicine . But th e  e m p h a s is  is in te rm s of 'working a g e  population ' 

w h o se  a g e  is b e tw een  15 to  64 y e a rs  old a n d  th e  “d e p e n d e n ts ” th a t a re  up  till 15 a n d  

a b o v e  65 in a g e  a n d  s e x  ‘ C lass ' g roup . B angkok 's  an d  T hailand 's  ch an g in g

d e m o g ra p h ic  p a tte rn s  n e e d  to  b e  fully ex am in ed  in o rd e r to  reco g n ize  an y  n e e d s  of



109

u se  in traditional m ed icine , health  c a re  a n d  treatm ent.

Lastly, th e re  will b e  shortly  popu lation  pyram ids of B angkok m etropolis a s  well a s  of 

o th e r reg io n s in T hailand a t th e  y e a r  1999 a t T ab le  5.7. Even th o u g h  th e  y ea r 1999 a s  

th e  s ta tis tica l y e a r  is b ey o n d  w hat w a s  s e t  earlie r a s  th e  “1993 to 1997“ period, th e  

p a tte rn s  of population  pyram id a c c o rd in g  to  various reg io n s in d ica te  w hat it m e a n s  by 

th e  form ation of ล 'M iddle -  C lass ' so c ie ty  in B angkok an d  th e  'M iddle -C la s s  

B angkokians". T he  coun try  a v e ra g e  in d ica te s  an  earlier s ta g e , bu t it w ould  b e  p o ss ib le  

to  ju d g e  th a t B angkok  m etropolis h a s  a lread y  form ed a  “M iddle -  C lass"  so c ie ty  d u e  to 

th e  u rban iza tion  a n d  th e  internal m igration a t a n d  to w ard s ‘B angkok a n d  th e  su rround ing  

p ro v in ces  of e sp ec ia lly  N onthaburi, S am u t P rakan a n d  Pathum  Thani".



อัตราร้อยละของประชากร จำแนกตามหมวดอายุ เพศ และภาค พ.ศ. 2542 Table 5.7.
PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF POPULATION BY AGE GROUP, SEX AND REGION: 1999 

ทั่วรา,#Bาณารักร Whole Kingdom

1 1 0

หมาศอายุ (ใ)) Age Group (Year)

□  ™Male £
C£ หญง

Female

กรุงเทพมหานคร Bangkok Metropolis

4 2 0 2 4 6 4 2 2 4 6

ภ าค ก ล าง  C en tra l Region ภ าค เห น ือ  N orth ern  Region
i z z i 75+ 1

ท  mo 1 i j หญิง 70-74 r a  *1» ! 1 ! หญง
Male 1 Female 65-69 Male I'-**...... i Female

[ ’ _ . . .1 60-64 1
i 55-59 1

1 ..... T _ 1 50-54 1j~' ' '  -V—e- 1 45-49 f" 1 -J-' 1— --—■ -£.-£,1..พ,T
I 1 ' -- - . u J 11

1 ... . '............................... . . 1 J 15-19
! " . ....... T - 1 .10-341 — — - "- J................... .. J 25-29 ! 1 ' ' T : ' T -1 £  น,—.—T-+-T*™  --J—

- ... i 20-24 1 ------------- ---------- *--------
1 . -.-น|.เ«น.., - 1 — ะ ะ :  ~ ~ ---- — ’--------

L - . I T ................. : r  .............................................

! T .  -  - - I— — " — ~ --------- i
4 2 0 2 4 4 2 0 2 4 6

ภ าค ต ะ ว ัน อ อ ก เค ีย ง เห น ือ N orth eas te rn  Region ภาคใด S ou thern  Region
75+ ____ 1

r i  ™  E ----- ! 1 ! หญิง 70-74 n  ชาย - — 1 1 i หญิงMale ! Female 65-69 Male ! Female
1 1 60-64 1

r  - - T 1 55-59 [ T  “ T
r "  --------- 1 50-54 1 — T .................... 'i

1 45-49 1 1
........................ 1 40-44 !

โ ::^ 1 35-39 j
C I 'Z I l . .  1โ 1 30-34

.... 1

1 25-29
1 ” ............ : 1 20-24 ...........  .

lT  - T T  . ' ]
โ "  T T ii 10-14
[ T ”  1 - i 5-9 1 '

1 0-4
4 2 2 4 4 2 2 4 6
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