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The purpose of this thesis is to study and compare word formation
in Standard Malay and Pattani Malay by studying the word formation in each
language and then comparing them in order to see their similarities and
differences. The data used in the research was collected from the Malay -
Malay Dictionary and Pattani Malay-Thai Dictionary. The researcher, a native
Pattani Malay speaker, also supplemented this data. All of the data was be
checked with Malay informants.

The results show that there are four types of word formation in
Standard Malay and Pattani Malay: affixation, compounding, reduplication
and conversion. The most significant type of word formation found in
Standard Malay is affixation, followed by reduplication, compounding and
conversion respectively whereas in Pattani Malay, the most significant type
of word formation is compounding, followed by affixation, conversion and
reduplication. In Pattani Malay, words derived by affixation can be replaced
with phrases. The replacement of derived words with phrases is rare in
Standard Malay. The comparison of word formation in these two dialects of
Malay indicates the tendency and direction of language change in Pattani
Malay. Pattani Malay, a polysyllabic language is becoming a monosyllabic
one. Word compounding which is quite rare in Standard Malay has hecome
prominent in Pattani Malay due to the influence of language contact with
Thai.
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