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The aims of this thesis are to investigate the linguistic character-

istics of the intensive verbs in Thai; and to classify them according to the
syntactic and semantic properties.

It can be concluded that there are 13 intensive verbs in Thai. Five
of them are homographs and homonyms. The intensive verbs in Thai are misn

khlai thd&:. sams  khi chi  maa-thrg mi pen™ pen™ pen™ daike: and
ddikaé: . They do all have the same syntactic property, that is, they do not
co-occur with mai or do: or dairap in the passive construction.

n

Semantically, the study reveals that these verbs function as verbs
linking the pre-verb nominal groups and the post-verb nominal groups. The
latter indicate the characteristics of the former.

Thai intensive verbs are classified into 3 types based on the syntac-
tic and semantic properties. Five intensive verbs are defined as comparative
intensive verbs, three as attributive intensive verbs, and five as identifying
intensive verhs. The identifying intensive verb type can be further divided
into 2 sub-types  the equative identifying intensive verbs and the non-equa-
tive identifying intensive verbs,
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