
CHAPTER II
TACHILEK -  KENG TUNG -  MONGLA 

ROAD CONDITIONS
1.) What is the Tachilek -  Keng Tung -  Mongla road?

T he m ain p u rp ose  T a ch ilek  -  K en g T ung -  M on gla  road is to co n n ect three 
cou n tries, T h ailand , the U n ion  o f  M yanm ar and the Peop le's R ep u b lic  o f  C hina v ia  a 
roadw ay.

Map 2: Map of Tachilek - Keng Tung - Mongla road1

T h is road b eg in s  at T ach ilek , M ae Sai a lon g  the T hai -  M yanm ar border at the 
Thai -  M yanm ar F riendsh ip  B ridge. H ead in g  a lo n g  the road, on e  w ill co m e  to K eng  
T ung, the cap ital o f  the w estern  Shan State in M yanm ar w h ich  used  to be an 
im portant c ity  for the Shans. Further a lon g , on e w ill reach M o n g la  T o w n sh ip , the 
capital o f  S p ec ia l R eg io n  4 , w h ich  is con n ected  to D alou  T o w n sh ip  in C hina. The 
total d istan ce o f  th is road is about 2 4 9  k ilom eters— 169 k ilom eters from  T a ch ilek  to 
K en g T u n g2 and another 80 k ilom eters from  K eng T u n g to M o n g la .3 T he T a ch ilek  -  
K en g T u n g -  M o n g la  road is strateg ic for th ose  cou n tries in the E co n om ic

' A v a i l a b l e  at: h t t p : / / w w w .n e s d b .g o . t h /e c o n S o c i a l / s p e t i a lD e v / d a t a _ 0 7 /3 _ 0 1 .d o c
: I n f o n n a t io n  f r o m  th e  In s t itu te  o f  T r a n s p o r ta t io n , C h ia n g  R a i ,  “ S tu d y  o f  T r a n s p o r ta t io n  

b e t w e e n  T h a i la n d  a n d  th e  n e ig h b o u r in g  c o u n t r ie s , ’’T r a n s p o r ta t io n  I n s t itu te  o f  T h a i la n d ,  p .3 .
3 I b i d .

http://www.nesdb.go.th/econSocial/spetialDev/data_07/3_01.doc
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Q uadrangle w h ich  co o p era te  w ith  T h ailand , M yanm ar and C hina. In practica l term s, 
the con stru ction  o f  the road w a s e sp e c ia lly  d ifficu lt  in that it required an accurate  
assessm en t o f  p h y sica l c o n d itio n s  w h ich  w ere poor. In addition, other resou rces like  
labor and funds w ere  a lso  lim ited  in M yanm ar.

A n  a ssessm en t o f  the road’s con d itio n s b efore  construction  found  that the road 
w a s sub-standard s in ce  it w a s  a s im p le  dirt road. It w a s not o n ly  narrow  but a lso  
crook ed  and ran through  the sh ou ld er o f  a hill. T h e narrow ness o f  the road w a s such  
that cars cou ld  not p ass o n e  another; th ey  need ed  to stop  to avo id  h itting o n e  another, 
e sp e c ia lly  in Sakan c lif f , the Phyak C ity  R oad to K en g  T ung w h ich  is located  am on g  
rock y m ou n tain s. T h e narrow  road has led transportation d ela ys and a cc id en ts  w hen  
nearby rocks w ere b lo w n  up to w id en  the road.4

S om e parts o f  the road did not h ave a proper bridge across rivers and other  
w aterw ays; rather, there w ere  s im p ly  p lanks o f  w o o d  w h ich  o n ly  a sm all truck could  
p ass. T hus, it w a s n ecessa ry  to m ake severa l sm all trips across in the sm all truck in 
order to a llo w  larger sh ip m en ts to p ass sa fe ly . A d d itio n a lly , the dirt road w as  
e sp e c ia lly  trou b lesom e du rin g the rainy season .

T h erefore, the d ev e lo p m en t o f  the road w a s  a priority in p rom otin g  the 
transportation link b e tw een  cou n tries. T h is d ev e lo p m en t in clud ed  im p ro v in g  the 
road ’s con d itio n , e sp e c ia lly  the bridge from  K en g  T u n g  to M on g  La by e x p lo d in g  the 
rock to w id en  the road.

T he T a ch ilek  -  K en g  T ung -  M o n g la  road w a s in itia lly  supported  by the 
C h in ese  and T hai go vern m en ts. C hina h elp ed  M yanm ar to construct the K en g  T ung -  
D alou  sec tio n  by a llo w in g  sp ecia l c o n c e ss io n s  to the S p ecia l R eg io n . T h e T a ch ilek  -  
K en g  T ung sec tio n  w a s  con stru cted  w ith  Thai support. T hailand p lanned  to lend  
M yanm ar 3 0 0  m illio n  B aht (U S $ 1 2  m illio n ) for the project. H ow ever , b eca u se  o f  the 
T hai e c o n o m ic  cr is is , T hailand  w a s not able to g iv e  the loan to M yanm ar, thus the 
private com p a n y  w o rk in g  on  the road cou ld  not con tin u e  and con stru ction  w a s  halted.

4 P o m p im o l  T r ic h o t e ,  “ M y a n m a r  a n d  E c o n o m i c  Q u a d r a n g le  C o o p e r a t io n ,”  E c o n o m ic  
Q u a d ra n g le  C o o p e r tio n :  R e a li ty  a n d  E ffe c ts , I n s t i tu te  o f  A s i a n  S t u d ie s ,  C h u la lo n g k o r n  U n iv e r s i t y ,  
1 9 9 7 ,  p. 8 3 .
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A s a resu lt, M yanm ar turned o v er  the project to its o w n  H o n g  Pang C om pany  

to con tin u e w ith  the con stru ction  b eca u se  M yanm ar did not h ave the budget to do the 
project. T h e private H on g  Pang C om p an y  w on  the c o n c e ss io n  and took  ov er  the 
project.

The Hong Pang Company
H on g  P an g  is con sid ered  o n e  o f  the largest in vestors in soc ia l and rural 

infrastructure in M yan m ar and is in v o lv ed  in m any projects. T h is  com p an y  is ow n ed  
by W ei H siao  K an g , the largest sh areh old er.5

W ei H sia o  K ang is the num ber tw o  com m an der o f  the U n ited  W a State A rm y  
(U S W A ),6 D iv is io n  171 (on e  o f  three U W S A  South  d iv is io n s) , located  in M on g  
Y aw n  near the T hai border. “ U n settlin g  M o v es” ind icates that s in ce  1999 , about 
1 2 6 ,0 0 0  m en , w o m e n , and ch ildren  h ave relocated  from  C hina to near the T hai border. 
W ei w a s o n e  o f  the leaders o f  th is g ro u p .7 A fter re locatin g , he started his ow n  
b u sin esses  in th e  area, in clu d in g  T h e H on g Pang C om p an y , w h ich  translates as 
“prosperous n a tio n .” W ei has in v ested  m illio n s o f  dollars in the lum ber, m ineral 
sm eltin g , p ig  farm in g , and retail trade. T he H ong Pang co n g lo m era te  has branches in 
K en g T u n g, T a ch ilek , M o n g  Y aw n , throughout the Shan S ta te .8

A s  H o n g  P ang is con sid ered  as on e  o f  the largest in vestors in soc ia l and rural 
infrastructure in M yanm ar, M yanm ar had no problem  w ith  g iv in g  the co n c e ss io n  to 
build the road to H on g  P ang. A cc o rd in g  to http://w w w .sh a n la n d .o rg . “ W ei H siao  
K ang's H o n g  P an g has recen tly  w on  the co n cess io n  to upgrade the roads in Shan State. 
H on g Pang is d u e to b egin  its w ork  on  the K eng T ung -  T a ch ilek  road, a 102 m ile

5J e r e m y  M i l s o n ,  “ T h e  lo n g  h ard  r o a d  o u t  o f  d r u g s:  T h e  c a s e  o f  th e  W a ,”  in  Trouble in the 
triangle: Opium and conflict in Burma, e d s .  M a r t in  J e ls m a  a n d  T o m  K r a m e r ( C h ia n g  M a i:  S i lk w o r m ,  
2 0 0 5 )  p .7 5 .

 ̂ T h is  U W S A  is  p a r t o f  th e  fo r m e r  C P B  ( C o m m u n is t  P a r ty  o f  B u r m a )  w h ic h  c o l l a p s e d  in  
1 9 8 9 .  U W S A  is  c o n s id e r e d  to  b e  th e  s t r o n g e s t  c e a s e f ir e  g r o u p  w i t h  it s  o w n  a r m y . A c c o r d i n g  t o  a  
r e p o r t  in  th e  Far Eastern Economic Review, t h e  U W S A  w a s  th e  m o s t  p o w e r f u l  ( c e a s e f i r e  g r o u p ) ;  i t ’ 
ร h e a d q u a r te r s  a r e  in  th e  n o r th  w h ic h  is  s a id  fr o m  to  h a v e  H N - 5 N  s u r f a c e - t o - a i r  m i s s i l e s  fr o m  C h in a  
a lo n g  w i t h  2 0 ,0 0 0  s o l d ie r s  a r m e d  w ith  h e a v y  a r t il le r y  a n d  a n t i- ta n k  w e a p o n s .  U W S A  p r o m is e d  n o t  
t o  a t ta c k  g o v e r n m e n t  f o r c e s  a n d  to  s e v e r  t i e s  w i t h  o th e r  r e b e l  g r o u p s ,  a n d  in  re tu rn  i t ’s  w a s  a b le  to  
m a in t a in  Its m i l i t a r y  a n d  w e a p o n s  s t o r e s .  M o r e o v e r ,  h a v e  a l s o  b e e n  g i v e n  u n o f f ic ia l  p e r m is s io n  to  
e n g a g e  in  a n y  k in d  o f  b u s in e s s  t o  s u s ta in  t h e m s e lv e s .

7 “ U n s e t t l i n g  M o v e s ,”  L a h u  N a t io n a l  D e v e l o p m e n t  O r g a n is a t io n  ( L N D O ) ,  2 0 0 2 ,  p .3 .
8 B e r t i l  L in tn e r ,  The Golden Triangle Opium Trade: An Overview, ( A s i a  P a c i f i c  M e d ia  

S e r v i c e s  [ o n l i n e ] ,  2 0 0 0 ) ,  a v i l a b l e  fr o m : h t t p : / / w w w .a s ia p a c i f i c m s .c o m /p a p e r s /p d f / g t  o p i

http://www.shanland.org
http://www.asiapacificms.com/papers/pdf/gt_opi
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stretch , as soon as the end  o f  O ctober 2001. It aim s to com plete  the  asphalt highw ay 
by the end o f  M arch 2 0 0 2 .” 9

T his business helps the poor and hungry  in that it p rov ides w o rk  in large feed 
factories and livestock  en treprises w hich have been developed . F arm ers supply  m aize 
for these facto ries at guaran teed  prices. H aving  both  a rice su rp lus and d isposable 
incom e is an im provem en t for all o f  those w ho used to going  h u n g ry .10

On the o ther hand , som e M yanm ar w atchers believe tha t th is  business w as 
estab lished  using p ro fits  from  drug trade, w hich  m ay m ean th is illegally  obtained 
incom e, is becom ing  an  im portant part o f  the m ainstream  econom y . 11 W ei w as 
suspected  to be a d rug  lord w ho operates several hero in  and m etham phetam ine 
lab o ra to rie s .12 “U n se ttlin g  M oves” further indicated that “ local inhab itan ts o f  the 
increasing  W a influence are the grow ing pow er o f  the U W SA  and th e  spread o f  drugs. 
T raders and d rivers w ith  ‘passes’ from  the U W SA  are ab le  to  cross SPD C 
checkpo in ts w ith  im m un ity .” 13

T h e  N a tio n a l D e m o c ra tic  A llian ce  A rm y , E a s te rn  S h an  S ta te  (N D A A ), S p ec ia l R egion  4
The K eng T u n g  -  D aluo section w as built by the Special R eg io n  4 group. The 

Special R egion  4 g roup  is governed by the N ational D em ocra tic  A lliance A rm y, 
E astern  Shan S tate (N D A A ) w hich is the th ird  ex -C om unist P arty  o f  B urm a (C PB )

group  and is led by L in M ingxian*4 (Sai L in) and Z hang  Z h im ing  (K yi M yint). The 
tw o w ere fo rm er R ed G uards from  Y unnan w ho jo in ed  the CPB as vo lun teers during 
the C ultural R evo lu tion  and have since rem ained. The N D A A  signed  a ceasefire 
ag reem en t w ith  Y angon  on 30 June 1989. T he N D A A  has around  600 Shan, A kha, 
C hinese  and Lahu so ld iers a ttached to batta lions 911 and 912, and  a sm all squad 
assigned  to  its h e a d q u a r te rs .15

9T h e  S h a n  H e r a ld  A g e n c y  fo r  N e w s  ( S . H .A . N . ) ,  A v a i la b le  fr o m :  
h t t p : / / w w w .s h a n l a n d .o r g /a r t i c l e s / d r u g s /2 0 0 1 / l a w _ a n d _ w e i_ w in _ r o a d  _ c o n s t r u c t io .h t m

10 J e r a m y  M i l s o n ,  “ T h e  lo n g  h ard  r o a d  o u t  o f  d r u g s :  T h e  c a s e  o f  t h e  W a ,”  in  Trouble in the 
triangle: Opium and conflict in Burma, e d s .  M a r t in  J e ls m a  a n d  T o m  K r a m e r ( C h ia n g  M a i:  S i lk w o r m ,  
2 0 0 5 ) ,  p .7 3 .

'' I b id .,  M i l s o n ,  p .7 5 .
12 B e r t i l  L in tn e r ,  The Golden Triangle Opium Trade: An Overview.

“ U n s e t t l i n g  M o v e s , ”  L a h u  N a t io n a l  D e v e l o p m e n t  O r g a n is a t io n  ( L N D O ) ,  2 0 0 2
I) L in  M in g x ia n  is  t h e  s o n - in - l a w  o f  K o k a n g  d r u g  lo rd  P e n g  J ia s h e n g .
15 “ Z o n e d  fo r  h e a v y  t r a f f i c ,”  Bangkok Post, ( 4  A p r il  2 0 0 4 ) .

http://www.shanland.org/articles/drugs/2001/law_and_wei_win_road
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In 1989 Lin signed a cease-fire  ag reem en t w ith  the cen tral governm ent and 
then started  to develop  the reg ion . T his special reg ion  consists  o f  5,000 square 
k ilom eters and 74 ,000 people and w as founded on 30 June 1989. In 1990, Lin has 
asked C hina  to help  w ith  his cam paign  to erad ica te  opium  cu ltiva tion . C hina has 
since spen t nearly  U S$1.5 m illion  and sent m ore than  1,000 agricu ltu ra l experts to 
develop  a lte rna tive  livelihoods, such food processing . 16 T hus, in 1997, Special 
R egion 4 o f  N D A A  w as declared  to  be opium  free. Sai Lin even  estab lished  an 
opium  erad ica tion  m useum  at his headquarters in M o n g la .17

A ccord ing  to  the Bangkok P o st , Sai Lin is sa id  to  have c lose  re la tionsh ip  w ith  
M yanm ar E x-P rim e M in ister K hin  N y u n t.18 T he N ew  Light o f  M yanm ar, Y angon 's 
official n ew spaper said, “ H e [Sai Lin] w as one o f  the w e ll-w ish ers  w elcom ing  
G eneral K hin  N y u n t at the K eng  T ung a irport on 18 M ay 2003 .” 19

T he m ain  businesses in Special R egion 4 are located in M o n g la  and include 
several casinos and n ight trave ling  p laces. T he to ta l revue for the reg io n  in 2002 w as 
80 m illion  Y uan (U S $9.6  m illion). M ore than 80 p ercen t o f  the  em ployees o f  the 
reg ion 's governm en t are C h inese  m igran ts. S ince 1996, there has been an annual 
influx o f  350 ,000  tourists , m ost o f  them  day trippers form  C h in a .20

S pecial R egion  4 m ade ag reem ent w ith  the M yanm ar g o v ern m en t to hold guns 
and be ab le  to contro l its ow n territo ry . T his is the reason  w hy the  a rea  has very few  
M yanm ar so ld iers posted  there. O ne M yanm ar citizen  said, “ som e B urm ese  w ho have 
lived under m ilitary  rule since 1962 feel it is like dem ocracy  here b ecau se  there are no 
so ld iers ."21 T his quote illustrates the ex ten t o f  the au th o rity  o f  S pecia l R egion 4 in the 
area.

16 “ L e a d e r  o f  M o n g la  r e tu r n s  to  f a c e ,” T h e  S h a n  H e r a ld  A g e n c y  fo r  N e w s  ( S .H .A .N . ) ,  
a v a i la b le  fr o m :
h t t p : / / w w w .s h a n l a n d .o r g /P o l i t i c a l / N e w s  2 0 0 3 / l e a d e r  o f  m o n g l a  r e tu r n s  t o  f a c e .h t m .

17 J .F .,  “ A f t e r s h o c k  a lo n g  B u r m a ’ s  M e k o n g ,”  L a h u  N a t io n a l  D e v e l o p m e n t  O r g a n is a t io n  
( L N D O ) ,  P : 4 2 .

'8 I b id .,  Z o n e d  fo r  h e a v y  t r a f f ic .
19 T h e  S h a n  H e r a ld  A g e n c y  fo r  N e w s  ( S .H .A .N . ) ,  A v a i l a b l e  fr o m :  

h t t p : / / w w w .s h a n l a n d .o r g /P o l i t i c a I /N e w s _ 2 0 0 3 / l e a d e r _ o f _ m o n g la _ r e t u r n s _ t o _ f a c e .h t m
:o Ib id ,  s h a n la n d .
: l “  B u r m e s e  D a z e ,”  T im e M a g a z in e  [ o n l in e ] ,  7  S e p t e m b e r  2 0 0 2 ,  a v a i l a b l e  at: 

h t t p : / / w w w .t im e .e o m / t im e / a s i a h t t p : / /w w w .t im e .c o m / t im e / a s ia .

http://www.shanland.org/Political/News_2003/leader_of_mongla_returns_to_face.htm
http://www.shanland.org/PoliticaI/News_2003/leader_of_mongla_returns_to_face.htm
http://www.time.eom/time/asiahttp://www.time.com/time/asia
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It is logical then  that the K eng T ung  -  M ongla section  o f  the road w as 

constructed  by the N D A A  o f  Special R egion 4. I f  the M y an m ar governm en t or 
ano ther g roup  w ere to  have construc ted  the road, they w ould  need to  rely  solely  o f  
perm ission  and assis tance  from  Special R egion 4 in o rder to  see any  p rogress. T hus, 
for ano ther g roup  to co n stru c t w ould  have been m uch m ore d ifficu lt.

2 .) T a c h ile k  -  K e n g  T u n g  -  M o n g la  ro a d  c o n d it io n
T he road w as under repair from  1993 until late 2003. A n open ing  cerem ony 

for the road w as held  on 1 Ju ly  2 004 .22

P h o to g r a p h  1: M a p  o f  T a c h ile k  - K e n g  T u n g  r o a d 23 24

22 “ T h a i- C l i in a :  T h e  g r a n d  o p e n i n g  o f  M a e  S a i - Y u n n a n  r o a d ,”  M a n a g e r ,  ( 5  J u ly  2 0 0 4 ) .
23 F ie ld  o b s e r v a t i o n ,  1 7 - 1 8  M a r c h  2 0 0 5 .
24 F ie ld  o b s e r v a t i o n ,  1 7 - 1 8  M a r c h  2 0 0 5 .
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T he T ach ilek  -  K eng T ung  -  M ongla road w as com pleted  by the  H ong Pang 
C om pany and a com pany  in Special R egion 4. The H ong P ang  C o m p an y ’s 
responsib ility  w as the  construction  the T ach ilek  -  K eng T ung section  o f  the road. 
Special R egion  4 w as responsib le  for constructing  the K eng T ung  -  M ongla  section. 
The road from  T ach ilek  to  K eng T ung is nine m eters w ide and doub le  surfaced  w ith

tw o lanes.^5 T hanapo l, a researcher w ho has studies the road, ind icated  that “ this 
road is sim ilar to  T hai roads because it w as constructed  by a Thai eng ineer (M yanm ar 
roads have no traffic  signs). Thai roads are very  flexib le since they  are built using
proper asphalt (A c60-70 ). H ow ever, in tropical countries, this type o f  asphalt w as

2 6m ore easily  dam aged  than  hard asphalt.” Supalak  G an janakhundee, a  reporter from  
The N ation  (an E nglish  language new spaper in T hailand), exp la ined  that the road 
construc tion  p ro jec t w as receiv ing  financial support from  C hina, bu t had to hand the 
p ro ject over to  the H ong Pang C om pany.25 26 27

T he o th er section  o f  the  road from  K eng T ung to  M ongla  is also tw o  lanes, but 
only  e igh t m eters w ide and has no shou lder.9 T he road w as construc ted  using  “H ot 
M ix ,” a m ix ture  o f  asphalt and concrete. This m ade the road rig id  and inflexible, 
w hich  w as app rop ria te  for co ld -w eather countries. T his section  o f  the road w as 
constructed  using  raw  m ateria ls and engineers from  C hina. T herefo re , the road w as 
sim ilar to  C h in a ’s roads— “ narrow  but s trong .” O ne T hai road construction  
en trep reneu r said  that the road construction  in C hina relied  on the ph ilo sophy  that 
“ roads in C h ina m ust last for a cen tu ry .” T his type o f  road construc tion  can also be 
found in L aos (G rea ter M ekong  Subregion R3A ).

A study  o f  the  construction  o f  the tw o sections o f  the  road found that 
M yanm ar relied  on ou tside help from  neighboring  coun tries in p rov id ing  engineers 
and raw  m ateria ls  as there are no specialists in road construc tion  or instrum ents in 
M yanm ar. T hus, it is unclear w hether or not M yanm ar w ill be able to m aintain  the 
road on its ow n in the future.

25 T h a n a p o l  B u t h k h u n t h o n g ,  “ A  s t u d y  o f  th e  la n d  tr a n s p o r t  r o u te  fr o m  C h ia n g  R a i  -  K e n g  
T u n g  -  C h ia n g  R u n g ,”  ( M a s t e r  o f  B u s i n e s s  A d m in is t r a t io n ,  M a e  F a h  L u a n g  U n i v e r s i t y ,  2 0 0 4 ) .

26 I n t e r v ie w  w i t h  T h a n a p o l  B u t h k h u n t h o n g ,  2 5  M a y  2 0 0 5 .
27 I n t e r v ie w  w i t h  S u p a la k  G a n ja n a k h u n d e e ,  r e p o r te r  w i th  T h e  N a tio n ,  ( 1 1  A u g u s t  2 0 0 5 ) .
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T he researcher conducted  a trial run on the road on 25 June 2005 in a personal 
van. D uring  th is trip , the T ach ilek  -  M ongla  section  w as found to  be in good 
condition . O n the T ach ilek  -  K eng  T ung  section , the van w as ab le to average about 
80 k ilom eters per h ou r for th ree  hours. B uses and trucks carry ing  goods w hich  w ere 
no t overloaded  w ere  ab le to  average abou t 60 k ilom eters per hour.

T he K eng T ung  -  M ongla  section  o f  the road covers a m ore  com plex 
landscape th rough  a m ounta inous region. A trip  by van on 18 M arch  2005 found that 
it to o k  tw o  hours to  m ake the com plete  trip , w hich  corresponds w ith  data  p rov ided  by 
the ano ther trip  consisted  o f  a caravan  o f  business buses w h ich  exp lo red  the route. 
T his caravan  traveled  on  1 8 - 2 3  D ecem ber 2003 and w as ab le  to  av erag e  about 40 
k ilom eters per h o u r .28

3 .)  C a u tio n s  a n d  R o a d  u se  lim ita t io n s
T hough  the road is fairly  good condition , there are  still lim ita tions and 

cau tions w hich  d rivers (especia lly  fo re igners) need to be aw are  of. A ll d rivers should 
proceed  w ith  ex tra  care fo r the  fo llow ing  reasons.

3 .1 . T h e  r o a d  is c r o o k e d
D rivers m ust nav igate  the crooked , m ountain  road. T he T ach ilek  -  K eng 

T ung  section  fo llow s a line o f  the m ountains and the L ane R iv er w h ich  are not 
straight. T he K eng  T ung  -  M ongla  section  w hich  runs from  W est to  E ast crosses a 
m ounta in  range. T he M yanm ar landscape is very hilly  at 3 ,000 -  6 ,000 m eters above 
sea level.29

D rivers nav igating  these  roads m ust be careful and use low  acceleration , 
especia lly  on the  K eng  T ung  -  M ongla  section, as th is is n a rro w er and m ore  crooked 
than the K eng  T ung  -  T ach ilek  section.

28 T h a n a p o l  B u t h k h u n t h o n g ,  “ A  s t u d y  o f  th e  la n d  tr a n s p o r t  r o u te  f r o m  C h ia n g  R a i  -  K e n g  
T u n g  -  C h ia n g  R u n g ,” , p .4 0 .

29 P o m p im o l  T r ic h o t e ,  “ M y a n m a r  a n d  E c o n o m i c  Q u a d r a n g le  C o o p e r a t i o n ,” E c o n o m ic  
Q u a d ra n g le  C o o p e r tio n :  R e a lity  a n d  E ffe c ts , p . 1 0 3 .
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It likely easier fo r C h inese  drivers to nav igate these  roads and the bends and 
curves are s im ilar to those  found on C h in a ’s roads. T hai d rivers, on the o ther hand, 
are no t as fam iliar w ith  crooked  roads and need to be m uch m ore cautious.

3 .2 . T h e  ro a d  is n a r r o w
T here  are few  p ro tec tions on e ither side o f  the road. T hus, d rivers cannot 

drive very  fast. T his is a ra ther troub lesom e lim itation  for m ost drivers.

T he road from  T ach ilek  to K eng T ung is only  n ine m eters in w ide, w h ile  the 
road from  K eng T ung  to M ong la  is m uch narrow er at on ly  e igh t m eters. This 
narrow ness m akes is very  d ifficu lt fo r tw o ten-w heel trucks to  pass one another. 
B ased on  the re sea rch e r’s field  w ork , m ost o f  the delivery  trucks a long  the road are 
six -w heel trucks. T hese  find ings corresponded  w ith  resu lts o f  a study  by Y uthana 
w hich  a lso  indicated  tha t s ix -w heel trucks are the m ain  form  o f  veh ic le  used  for 
d e livering  p roducts as larger trucks are no t suited for the ro ad .30

3 .3 . N o  s h o u ld e r
E ven  though  the  road runs a long a m ountain  slope, there  is no fence o r o ther 

p ro tec tion  to  p reven t veh ic les from  driv ing o ff  o f  the cliff. T h is is especia lly  on the 
K eng T u n g  -  M ong la  section  w hich  w as built sim ilar to  C h inese  roads w ith o u t any 
type o f  safe ty  m easures.

W hile  the T ach ilek  -  K eng T ung section does have a shou lder fo r part o f  the 
w ay, the m ajo rity  o f  the section  does not have a shoulder. T herefo re  d rivers m ust use 
ex trem e cau tion  and no t drive too  fast w hile  passing o ther cars o r w hile  nav iga ting  the 
m any cu rves. T hus, all d rivers m ust use ex trem e cau tion ; th is is especia lly  tru e  for 
the b igger ten -w heel tru ck  drivers.

A  survey  conducted  by S irinapa C haisri (2004) regard ing  tou rist satisfaction  
w ith serv ice  a long the K eng T ung  -  M ongla section  found tha t T hai tourists  w ere

30 Y u t t h a n a  V o r c h u e n ,  “ T h e  e f f i c i e n c y  c o m p a r is o n  in  c o m m o n d i t y  tr a n s p o r ta t io n  b e t w e e n  
C h ia n g  R a i  a n d  J in g h o n g  b y  la n d  r o u te  a n d  w a t e r  r o u te ,” ( M a s t e r  o f  E c o n o m i c s  in  E c o n o m i c s .  
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E c o n o m i c s ,  C h u la lo n g k o r n  U n iv e r s i t y ,  2 0 0 4 ) ,  p . 8 3 .
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m uch m ore concerned  w ith  road safety than  w ith service. T hus, it is c lear that the 
tourists w ere a lso  very  concerned  w ith the  road conditions and sa fe ty .31 32

3 .4 . L a n d s lid e s
B ased on observations from  the field  research, sections o f  the road w hich cuts 

through hills w ere  bom bed in order to build  the road. Thus, travelers should  be aw are 
o f  the possib le d an g e r o f  landslides, especia lly  during rainy season. M oreover, nearby 
trees have also been  cut dow n, therefore there is no longer any th ing  ho lding the 
ground in p lace to naturally  p revent landslides.

P h o to g r a p h  4: G e o g r a p h y  a lo n g  th e  T a c h ile k  - K en g  T u n g  - M o n g la  r o a d 33

31 S ir in a p a  C h a is r i ,  “ T o u r is t  s a t i s f a c t io n  w i t h  s e r v ic e  a lo n g  th e  K e n g  T u n g  -  M o n g la  R o a d ,”  
(M a s t e r  o f  B u s i n e s s  A d m in is t r a t io n ,  M a e  F a h  L u a n g  U n iv e r s i t y ,  2 0 0 4 ) ,  p .4 9 .

32 F ie ld  o b s e r v a t i o n ,  1 7 -1 8  M a r c h  2 0 0 5 .
33 F ie ld  o b s e r v a t i o n ,  1 7 -1 8  M a r c h  2 0 0 5 .
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3.5. No lights on the road
D riv in g  on  the road from  T a ch ilek  to K eng T ung and from  K en g T ung to 

M on gla  is qu ite d ifficu lt  at n ight b ecau se  there is no ligh tin g a lon g  the w a y . For those  
drivers con cern ed  for sa fe ty , it is better to travel in the m orn ing and to stop or 
com p lete  their trip b efore  dusk . In order to travel from  T a ch ilek  to M o n g la , drivers 
sh ou ld  lea v e  T a ch ilek  no later than 12 n oon  or 1:00 p.m . as it is m ore than a s ix  hour 
drive.

In gen era l, the road is not used  m uch at n ight b ecau se  the ch eck p o in ts  (both  
go vern m en t and private) c lo se  at 6 :0 0  p.m . T herefore cars are unable to pass 
ch eck p o in ts after 6 :0 0  p .m . and drivers m ust ca lcu la te  their trips to en su re th ey  arrive 
at their d estin a tion s b efore  6 :0 0  p .m . I f  not, th ey  w ill have to s leep  in M yanm ar. T he  
lack o f  ligh tin g , a lo n g  w ith  the ch eck p o in ts  6 :00  c lo s in g  tim es, is both lim itations  
w h ich  a ffe c t the u se o f  the road.

3.6. No convenient facilities
T here are not m an y sh op s su ch  as car sh op s, garages or gas stations; th ese  can  

on ly  be found  in large c it ie s  su ch  as T ach ilek , K en g T u n g and M o n g la . A lo n g  the 
road, gas is so ld  in p la stic  b ottles in front o f  sm all shops; it is u su a lly  ju st m otorb ik es  
that are ab le to p u rch ase th ese  sm all b ottles. T h erefore drivers o f  larger v e h ic le s  m ust 
buy gas in ad van ce. T he fie ld  w ork  found that drivers m ust fill up their v e h ic le s  in 
T a ch ilek  and ensure that th ey  are in go od  w ork in g  order b efore  h ead in g  ou t on  the  
road. I f  a v e h ic le  breaks d ow n  a lon g  the w a y , there are no su itab le  fa c ilit ie s  to  help. 
W hen ask ed  w hat to d o w h en  the cars break d ow n  a lon g  the road, o n e  o f  the v illa gers  
said , “A ll o f  the drivers in M yanm ar m ust k n ow  h o w  to repair cars th e m se lv e s  or have  
an assistan t to help  in c a se  o f  em ergen cy . I f  the assistan t d o es  not k n o w  h ow  to 
properly repair cars then  the drivers w ill not bring them  a lo n g .”

A ll o f  the aforem en tion ed  lim ita tion s (lack  o f  fa c ilit ie s , d an gerou s curves, 
lim ited  sh ou ld ers, lan d slid e  d an gers, and lack o f  su itab le ligh tin g) m ake the jou rn ey  a 
lon g and ted iou s o n e . P o lice  search es and ch eck p o in ts  are a lso  an in co n v en ien ce  to 
travelers. A ll o f  th ese  a sp ects  a ffect the c iv e lo p m e n t and exp an sion
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4.) Massive corporate investments
T here is so m e q u estio n  as to w h eth er or not M yanm ar is ab le to handle 

international b u sin ess  and in vestm en t and the ex ten t o f  their participation  in any  
region al e c o n o m ic  coo p era tion . B ased  on ob servation s from  the fie ld  w ork , there are 
o n ly  tw o  m ain b u s in e sse s  that trade in ternationally— the H on g  Pang C om pany, 
L im ited  and the A gricu ltu ral Farm B u sin ess  in M on gla .

4.1. Hong Pang Company, Limited
A lo n g  the T a ch ilek  to K en g  T ung sec tio n , travelers w ill s e e  m an y fie ld s  o f  

various plants and v eg eta tio n  b ein g  grow n  a lon g  the roadside. T h ese  f ie ld s  are part o f  
the H on g  P ang C o m p an y . The H on g  Pang agricultural products are so ld  lo ca lly  as 
w e ll as exp orted  to C h ina and T hailand . A n oth er n oticeab le  feature a lo n g  the road 
b efore en terin g K en g  T u n g is the very  large H on g Pang p ig  farm.

Photograph 5: Hong Pang farms along the road34

A cc o rd in g  to a report in w w w .m e k o n g tim e s .c o m  (N e w s  cen ter  for M ek on g  
su b reg ion ), there are m an y k inds o f  products from  the H on g Pang C om p an y . H ong  
Pang operates severa l large p lantations w h ich  include the fo llo w in g :

•  Yo P on g  p la n ta tio n : ap p roxim ately  1 ,000  acres, gro w s la m ya is and 
m acad am ia  nuts;

•  Wan H ong p la n ta tio n : over  3 ,0 0 0  acres;
•  Nam  Jam  p la n ta tio n : ap p roxim ately  8 ,0 0 0  acres, grow s lam ya is and oranges;
•  Wan P ong p la n ta tio n : 1 ,980 acres, gro w s lam yais and oranges;
•  Ta W ay p la n ta tio n : about 3 ,1 5 0  acres, gro w s lam yais, oran ges and ly ch ees;

34 Picture from Mekong News center, available at: http://www.mekongtime.com

http://www.mekongtime.com


3 5

•  Loi H san Hsum p la n ta tio n : 1 ,200  acres, gro w s co ffee ;
•  Tang Yan plantation: 10 ,00 0  acres, gro w s oran ges, ly ch ees , and m acadam ia  

nuts;
•  Thi B aw  p la n ta tio n : 3 ,0 0 0  acres;
•  H we A w  p la n ta tio n : 3 ,0 0 0  acres; and,
• M ong M ao p la n ta tio n : 2 0 0  acres.

In tota l, the H on g Pang C om p an y  o w n s and op erates 3 5 ,3 8 0  acres o f  
p lantations g ro w in g  a variety  o f  products.

S o m e o f  the products are packed  under the H o n g  P ang p ack ag in g  w h ich  
in c lu d es the c o m p a n y ’s p h on e num ber and w eb site . T h ese  p roducts are so ld  lo ca lly  as 
w e ll as in C hina. S o m e products, h ow ever- are not p acked , but sh ip p ed  to T h ailan d .35 36

4.2. Agricultural Farming Business in Mongla
T en  k ilo m eters  ou tsid e  o f  M o n g la  on e w ill see  a large fruit p lantation . T he CP 

M an ager in M yanm ar ind icated  that this p lantation  grew  assorted  fruits and 
v eg e ta b le s  in c lu d in g  c o m , m an gos and ly ch ees . T h ese  p lantations are very  organ ized  
and their p roducts are health y and beautifu l.

In an in terv iew  w ith  a M o n g la  tour gu id e , he ind icated  that the seed s  are 
im ported from  C hina. T he C h in ese  assist in the grow th  o f  the produce to en cou rage  
farm ers to gro w  fruits and veg e ta b le s  rather than illega l drugs su ch  as op iu m . R eports

35 “Shan State: new relocation movements of Wa and opening 10 Hong Pang farms," 26 
September 2004, available at http://www.mekongtime.com.

36 Field observation, 17-18 March 2005.

http://www.mekongtime.com
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from  the M ae Nam  K o n g 37 in 2 0 0 4  ind icated  that Y unnan p rov in ce in C hina had 
donated  f iv e  m illio n  yuan  for th ese  agricultural projects. T h is fu n d in g  w a s g iv en  ten 
years ag o  to en cou ra ge  farm ers to gro w  produce instead  o f  op iu m  and other drugs.

T he Y u nnan  g o vern m en t sen t over  on e  m illio n  seed s to the S p ecia l E con om ic  
Z o n es O ne and Four. T h ese  z o n e s  in clud e so m e land in L aos. Y unnan  a lso  sent 
sp ec ia lis ts  to g iv e  a d v ic e  and d em on stration s in h o w  to e ffe c t iv e ly  cu ltiva te  produce. 
T h is train ing h elp ed  to in crease p rod u ctiv ity  up to 1 ,200  k ilogram s per rai. A  tour 
gu id e  from  M ae S a lo n g  T ours stated that, “the m an g oes grow n  here c o m e s  from  a 
sm aller tree, th ou gh  the m a n g o s are actu a lly  m uch b igger than norm al. For exam p le , 
on e m an go tree has tw en ty  m an g os. O ne w orker m ay take ten o f f  and lea v e  another 
ten on  the tree. T h e g u id e  tour ind icated  that this is the tech n iq u e to m ake products are 
b igger  and h ealth ier , and can  be so ld  in the M o n g la  m arket.” C h in a  agreed  to buy an 
allocated  am ou nt o f  p rod u cts from  th ese  p lantations. T h erefore , the cu ltiva tion  area 
surrounding M o n g la  w a s  esta b lish ed  under an agreem en t b etw een  M yanm ar and  
C hina regard ing S p ec ia l R eg io n  4 . In ad d ition , C hina has h elp ed  im p rove and 
d e v e lo p  the e c o n o m y  o f  M o n g la  to h elp  it b eco m e a m ain area o f  cu ltiv a tio n  and a 
sou rce o f  raw  m ateria ls. C hina has a lso  h elp ed  in d e v e lo p in g  industrial esta tes, 
electr ica l p lants, h osp ita ls , irrigation sy stem s, brid ges and roads throu gh ou t S p ecia l 
R eg io n  4 to d isco u ra g e  op iu m  gro w th .38

T h o se  tw o  b u sin ess  are run by the sam e p eo p le  w h o  a lso  o w n  the roads, w h ich  
su g g ests  that there are ju s t  a very  sm all num ber o f  b u sin esses  in th is area, as th ey  are 
all operated  b y the sam e group. T h ese  sam e co m p a n ies  a lso  con trol m uch  o f  the 
b u sin ess  in Shan area as w e ll.

37 M a e N a m  A^0/7g.(Kunming, Vol. 4, 2004), p. 24.
38 I b i d .
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5.) Regulations for road use
W h ile  the road has been  fin ish ed  for a lm ost tw o  years n o w , there are still no 

standardized  rules and regu lation s for h o w  to properly and leg a lly  u se the road.

T he E co n o m ic  Q uadrangle is not in v o lv ed  m uch in th is area. R ather, the m ost  
con crete  agreem en t is the G M S  C ross-border transport agreem en t (G C B T A ). The 
G C B T A  w a s d es ig n ed  to be adopted  by all G M S  m em b ers w h ich  in c lu d e  C am bodia, 
C hina (Y u n n an ), M yanm ar, L aos, T hailand, and V ietn am , for fac ilita tion  o f  the cross- 
border transport o f  g o o d s  and p eop le .

T he G M S  agreem en t is a c o n c ise  and co m p reh en siv e  m ultilateral instrum ent 
w h ich  co v ers  all relevan t asp ects o f  cross-b ord er transport fac ilita tion . T h ese  include:

•  s in g le -s to p  or s in g le -w in d o w  cu sto m s in sp ection ;
• cross-b ord er  m o v em en t o f  p erson s (i.e . v isa s  for th o se  en g a g ed  in transport 

op eration );
•  transit traffic  regu lation s (in c lu d in g  exem p tio n  from  p h y sica l cu stom s  

in sp ection , bond d ep osit, export, and ph ytosan itary and veterin ary in sp ection );
•  requ irem ents for v e h ic le  e lig ib ility  in q u a lify in g  for cross-b ord er  transport;
•  e x ch a n g e  o f  com m erc ia l traffic rights; and,
•  infrastructure (in c lu d in g  road and bridge d esig n  standards, road s ig n s  and 

s ig n a ls ) .39

T h is agreem en t w a s firstly  sign ed  on 3 0  A pril 2 0 0 4  and a llo w ed  four years for 
s ig n in g  cou n tries to  fu lly  im p lem en t all a sp ects o f  the A g reem en t a lo n g  w ith  its 
A n n e x e s  and P rotoco l. T hus, is ex p ected  that requirem ents ou tlin ed  in the agreem ent 
w ill be fu lly  im p lem en ted  by 2 0 0 8 .

T he G reater M ek o n g  R eg ion  m eetin g  w a s held  in B a n g k ok  on 23 -  25 M ay  
2 0 0 5 . A t this m eetin g , M yanm ar and T hailand  s ig n ed  a m em oran du m  o f  
understanding (M O U ) w h ich  w ill help  to pave the w a y  for cross-b ord er freight

,9 Asia Development Bank, available at: http://www.adb.org/GMS/agreement.asp.

http://www.adb.org/GMS/agreement.asp
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deliveries between Myanmar and Thailand, including the Mae Sai -  Tachilek road as
well39

T h e s ig n in g  o f  th is  M O U  f o l lo w e d  w ith  ta lk s  in  Y a n g o n  o n  17 -  18 M a y  
b e tw e e n  th e A s ia n  D e v e lo p m e n t  B a n k  (w h ic h  sp o n so r e d  th e  B a n g k o k  m e e t in g )  and  
o f f ic ia ls  fro m  th e  m in is tr ie s  o f  T ran sp ort, R a ilw a y s  an d  Im m ig r a tio n  in  M yan m ar.

“ M y a n m a r and  T h a ila n d  w e r e  th e  first o f  th e  n e ig h b o r in g  G M S  c o u n tr ie s  to  
s ig n  a  M O U  o n  c r o ss -b o r d e r  tran sp orta tion ,” sa id  บ  A u n g  K y a w  M in , c h a irm a n  o f  th e  
M yan m ar In tern a tio n a l F r e ig h t F orw ard ers A s s o c ia t io n .40

บ  A u n g  K y a w  M in  a lso  m e n tio n e d  that “ as an  in itia l s tep , 8 0  tru ck s  fro m  b oth  
M yan m ar and  T h a ila n d  w o u ld  b e  p erm itted  to  d e liv e r  fre ig h t in  e ith e r  co u n try  b y  th e  
en d  o f  2 0 0 5 . M y a n m a r e x p e c te d  to  s ig n  M O U s  o n  cro ss -b o r d e r  tra n sp o rta tio n  w ith  
C h in a ’s Y u n n a n  p r o v in c e  and  L a o s  b e fo r e  th e  en d  o f  th e  y ea r  a s  w e l l .” H e  m e n tio n e d  
th e  a m b itio n s  o f  M y a n m a r  to  im p le m e n t th e se  a g r e e m e n ts  in  fu ll b y  2 0 0 8 . “ M O U s  
b e tw e e n  th e  G M S  m e m b e r s  w h ic h  sh are b ord ers w e r e  n e c e s s a r y  to  im p le m e n t  a 
C ro ss-B o rd er  T ra n sp o rta tio n  A g r e e m e n t w h ic h  w a s  e x p e c te d  to  b e  f in a liz e d  b y  
2 0 0 8 .”41 T h is  is  th e  m o s t  c o n c r e te  a g reem en t b e tw e e n  th e  tw o  c o u n tr ie s  to  e n c o u r a g e

h ig h  le v e ls  o f  road  u tiliz a tio n . 42

W h ile  C h in a  h a s n o t  y e t  s ig n e d  a G C B T A  a g r e e m e n t w ith  M y a n m a r , it is  
th o u gh t that th e y  C h in a  m a y  a lrea d y  h a v e  so m e  sort o f  M O U  w ith  M y a n m a r  a lread y . 
T h e m o v e m e n t o f  C h in a  is  to  a ttem p t to p ersu ad e  M y a n m a r to  fo r m a liz e  th e  M o n g la  
gate  as an in tern a tio n a l c h e c k p o in t . C u rren tly , th e  D a lu o  - M o n g la  c h e c k p o in t  is 
in form al, an d  th ere  are s t i ll  m a n y  p r o b le m s w ith  th e  p a ssa g e  an d  ca rr ia g e  o f  p rod u cts  
here. T h is  is  o n e  rea so n  w h y  C h in a  is  p u sh in g  for M y a n m a r to  o p e n  M o n g la  as a 
form al c h e c k p o in t .

40 Ye Lwin, “MOU signed with Thailand for road freight shipments,” available at: 
http://www.mvanmar.com/mvanmartimes/MvanmarTimesl4-268/n004.htm.

4 Ib  i d .
4: It was reported from Myanmar’s newspaper that the agreement was signed already, but it 

was suggested by one GMS official that there are not yet any agreement was signed in GCBTA.

http://www.mvanmar.com/mvanmartimes/MvanmarTimesl4-268/n004.htm
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H o w ev er , during his fie ld  v is it  to C hina, the X ish u an b an n a  v ice -g o v ern o r  still 
indicated  that M yanm ar had yet agree to open it as a form al ch eck p o in t. D esp ite  this, 
C hina con tin u es to u se the road regularly and has built a n e w  border gate w h ich  is 
exp ected  to be a standard ized  gate w h ich  w ou ld  upgrade the ch eck p o in t to a form al 
gate.

6.) Check points
T here are m any ch eck p o in ts  on  the road a lon g  the 2 4 9  k ilom eters from  

T ach ilek . T h ese  ch eck p o in ts  serve d ifferent fun ction s su ch  as to  c o lle c t  m on ey , for  
stam p in g, and for p ro cessin g  d ocu m en ts.

T h ese  ch eck p o in ts  are im portant in that all drivers m ust stop  and pay in order 
to pass; v e h ic le s  are a lso  searched at th ese  ch eck p oin ts. B a sed  on  fie ld  research , there  
are s ix teen  c h eck p o in ts , three o f  w h ich  b elon g  to the g o vern m en t. It tak es tim e to  
search  the v e h ic le s  at the govern m en t ch eck p oin ts. O ther ch eck p o in ts  do not take so  
m uch tim e. G en era lly  drivers m ust pay a fee  to pass c h eck p o in ts , thou gh  som e are 
free o f  ch arge. R eg ard less o f  the fee , drivers m ust ch e c k  in and out o f  each  
ch eck p oin t.

T hus, to ex a m in e  th ese  ch eck p o in ts, o ff ic e s , and ga tes , th ey  h ave been  d iv id ed  
into four d ifferen t types:

1 ) G ov ern m en t ch eck p o in ts and o ffices;
2 ) In vestiga tion  o ffice s;
3) Private g a te s / ch eck p oin ts (H o n g  Pang com p an y  to ll g a tes , and S p ec ia l R eg io n

4 ch eck p o in ts);  and,
4 ) O thers ga tes.
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6.1.Government checkpoints and offices

G overnm en t ch eck p o in ts  are th ose  w h ich  are adm inistered  by govern m en t 
so ld iers  in order to ch eck  g o o d s , p assen gers, and cars p assin g  through the ch eck p oin t. 
T h ese  typ es o f  ch eck p o in ts  in clu d e m any d ifferen t departm ents su ch  as the p o lice , 
n arcotics con tro l, cu sto m s, m ilitary in te lligen ce . S o m e  ch eck p o in ts  m u st have  
representation  for all o f  the a forem en tion ed  departm ents, but so m e  h ave  o n ly  tw o  or 
three (d ep en d in g  on the im p ortan ce o f  each  ch eck p o in t).

E very v e h ic le , in c lu d in g  b icy c le s  and m otorb ik es, m ust p ass through  these  
gates and p assen gers m ust sh o w  their identity cards or border pass (both  lo ca l p eop le  
and foreign ers) at each  cu sto m s point. A fter that, an o ffic ia l w ill stam p and ind icate  
the date and tim e o f  p assag e  on the appropriate d o cu m en t(s)  in order to con firm  the 
p a ssen g er ’s departure. T h is stam p is very im portant w h en  p assen gers w ish  to return; 
w ith o u t the stam ps they  w ill not be a llo w ed  to co m e back. T he driver m ust a lso  sign  
the d o cu m en t.43

T h ese  s ig n in g  and stam p in g are very im portant. I f  any cars p a ss  the 
ch eck p o in ts  w ith ou t the appropriate sig n s and/or stam p s, the drivers m ust d r ive  back  
to g e t the signatu res and stam p s. In addition , so m e ch eck p o in ts  a lso  h av e  a large  
s h e lf  to in sp ect the g o o d s  b e in g  transported. V eh ic le  m ust pull into the gate  w ith  the 
s h e lf  w h ere  o ffic ia l w ill ch eck  for any illega l products.

Photograph 7 and 8: Gate at Mak Yang checkpoint 
and Mong Phyak checkpoint44

43 J.F., “Undercurrent: Monitoring Development on Burma’s Mekong,” Lahu National 
Development Organisation (LNDO), (January 2005), p. 13.

44 Mae Sai Customs powerpoint presentation (unpublished).
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Photograph 9: Gate with shelf at Mak Yang checkpoint

shelf

A lo n g  the T h a ch ilek  -  K en g  T ung -  M o n g la  R oad there are sev en  govern m en t  
ch eck p o in ts  and o f f ic e s . T h e ch eck p o in ts  are gates a lo n g  the road w h ere all v e h ic le s  
need to stop  for in sp ection . T h e o f f ic e s  are u su ally  located  in m ain  c it ie s  su ch  as 
K en g T ung or M o n g  P h yak  and all v e h ic le s  w ish in g  to travel to other to w n s m ust go  
to the o f f ic e s  to  inform  them  o f  their departure.

1. Tachilek officeะ T h e T ach ilek  o ffic e  is located  at the M ae Sai -  
T a ch ilek  B rid g e . T h is is an im portant o ff ic e  c o n s ist in g  o f  the  
fo llo w in g  f iv e  departm ents: 1) M yanm ar P o lice ; 2 ) M yanm ar C u stom s;  
3) M yanm ar E co n o m ic  Bank; 4 ) M yanm ar Im m igration  C h eck  Point; 
and, 5) M yanm ar T ravel & T ours. F oreign  p assen gers and cars 
w ish in g  to g o  into M yanm ar or to travel a lo n g  this road m ust inform  
and prepare their border pass at this o ffice .

2 . M ak Yang ch eckpoin tะ T he ch eck p oin t w h ich  is located  thirteen  
k ilom eters from  T a ch ilek . T his ch eck  p oin t has tw o  sh e lv e s  to in sp ect 
for illic it  products. A ll p assen gers m ust sh o w  their border pass or 
identity  card (for  M yanm ar c itizen s) and then  an o ffic ia l w ill stam p the 
d ocu m en t. B ased  on  fie ld  research for this project, p assen gers m ust 
a lso  pay a fee  o f  2 ,0 0 0  Kyatt.

45 Mae Sai Customs PowerPoint presentation (unpublished).
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3. M ong P hyak checkpoint: T h is ch eck p oin t is located  83 k ilom eters  

from  T a ch ilek . It is con sid ered  to be a m ajor c h eck p o in t as it is 
lo ca ted  h a lfw ay  b etw een  T a ch ilek  and K en g T ung. In ad d ition , this 
ch ec k p o in t  a llo w s p assen gers to con n ect e a s ily  to  M o n g  Y aw n  
(an oth er  im portant tow n  near the C h in ese  border). T h e M o n g  Phyak  
ch ec k p o in t  co n sists  o f  f iv e  departm ents w h ich  in c lu d e  the anti
n arco tics  departm ent, cu sto m s, im m igration , forest departm ent, and the 
o f f ic e . T h is ch eck p oin t is on e  o f  tw o ch eck p o in ts  that h av e  sh e lv es . It 
has tw o  sh e lv e s  w ith  four ga tes . A ll v e h ic le s  m u st p ass  the gate, but 
o n ly  g o o d s  are ch eck ed . B a sed  on  the fie ld  research  for th is project, 
cars are n ot ch eck ed  but th ey  do need  to get a stam p and pay a fee  o f  
4 0 0  K yatt.

4. K en g  Tung checkpoint: T h is ch eck p o in t is located  ap p rox im ate ly  fiv e  
k ilo m eters  ou tsid e  o f  K en g  T u n g. T here are (at lea st) tw o  departm ents 
here— cu sto m s and im m igration  w h ich  ch eck  v e h ic le s  travelin g  in and 
out o f  K en g  T ung. T h is is another im portant c h eck p o in t w h ere  
travelers m ust g e t the appropriate stam p; there is no fe e .

5. K en g  Tung im m igration office: T he K en g T u n g im m igra tio n  o ff ic e  is a 
g o v ern m en t o f f ic e  in K en g  T u n g. A ll v e h ic le s  w ish in g  to travel to 
T a ch ilek  or M o n g la  m ust con tact this o ffic e . T h is o f f ic e  is resp on sib le  
for co n ta ctin g  other ch eck p o in ts  and in form in g them  ab ou t p assen gers  
w h o  are p lann ing  to travel to and from  particular to w n s . T h e o f f ic e  is 
a tw o  story  build ing; the upper story is for foreign ers and lo w er  story is 
for M yan m ar c itizen s. T here are several d ifferen t dep artm ents w ith in  
th is b u ild in g .

6. Taping checkpoint: T he T ap in g  ch eck p oin t is the last ch eck p oin t
b efore  en terin g S p ecia l R eg io n  4. T h is ch eck p o in t is about 30  m iles  
from  K en g  T u n g or about m id w ay  b etw een  K en g  T u n g  and M ongla . 
P a ssen g ers co m in g  through th is ch eck p oin t m ust g e t a stam p as they  
pass through.
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7. M ongla im m igration office-. T h e  M yanm ar im m igration  o ffic e  in 
M o n gla .

A d d itio n a lly , in terv iew s con d u cted  w ith  con cern ed  p erson n el in the area 
in d icated  that there w ere d ifferen t typ es o f  p aym en ts w h ich  h elp ed  to facilita te a 
h a ss le -fr ee  p assag e  at the d ifferen t ch eck p o in ts . O n e tour gu ide said , “T h e im portant 
ch eck p o in ts  that p a ssen g ers cannot m iss  are the M ak Y an g  ch eck p o in t, the M on g  
P h yak  ch eck p o in t, the K en g  T u n g ch eck p o in t, and the K en g  T u n g o ffice . 
A d d itio n a lly , there are m an y kong fa k  (g ifts )  w h ich  are g iv en  to the regular 
ch eck p o in t to fac ilita te  the ea se  o f  the transportation p rocess .” T h is ch eck p oin t is 
im portant b eca u se  i f  th ey  fa il to stop  and su b m it the proper list, th ey  w ill n eed  to 
return later; the n ex t ch eck p o in t w ill not a llo w  them  to pass w ith o u t the proper 
d ocu m en ta tion .

6.2.Investigation office
T he in v estig a tio n  o f f ic e  is the o ff ic e  w h ere  p assen gers an d /or drivers w h o  

travel a lo n g  the road n eed  to stop  and su b m it a list o f  p assen ger  n am es. The 
p a ssen g ers do not n eed  to p ay  any fe e s  or have an yth in g  in sp ected , it is s im p ly  to g iv e  
a lis t  n am es for p e o p le  in the car to o ffic ia ls  at the o ff ic e . T he in v estig a tio n  o ff ic e  is 
not an o b v io u s  o ffic ia l b u ild in g— it lo ok s like a norm al h ou se— but it is im portant for 
drivers to k n o w  w h ere  the o f f ic e  is.

A lo n g  the T a ch ilek  -  K en g  T ung -  M o n g la  road there are a total o f  tw o  
in v estig a tiv e  o f f ic e s . T h ey  include:

1. Ta Lerh v illage o ffice : T h is o ff ic e  is located  ju st 5 0 0  m eters from  the
in tersection  w ith  K en g  Lab (the road w h ich  links w ith  L a o s). It is a sm all, 
norm al h ou se  on a sm all s ix  m eter hill.

2. M ong P hyak office-. T he in v estig a tiv e  o f f ic e  at M on g  P h yak  a lso  lo ok s like a 
h ou se. A ll drivers m ust park their v e h ic le s  and w a lk  about three m in u tes to 
subm it their paperw ork.

T he in v estig a tiv e  o f f ic e s  are s ig n ifican t in that th ey  th orou gh ly  in vestigate  the 
m o v em en t o f  p eo p le  and c h eck  the routes o f  travel for ev ery o n e  u sin g  the road.
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6.3. Private company gates and checkpoints

6.3.1 Hong Pang Tollgate
T here are a total o f  three private toll ga tes, all o f  w h ich  are run by the H ong  

Pang C om p an y . T h e H on g  P ang to ll ga tes w e ig h  all o f  the v e h ic le s  w h ich  pass and 
ca lcu la te  the fee  based  on th is w eig h t. T he to ll ga tes op en  at 6 :00  a.m . and c lo se  at 
6:00  p .m . O perating hours are c learly  indicated  in the w o o d en  bar w h ich  is kept 
d ow n  w h en  the gate is c lo se s . V e h ic le s  are not a llo w ed  to pass b efore 6 :0 0  a.m . or 
after 6 :0 0  p.m .

T he three H on g P ang to ll ga tes  are in the fo llo w in g  location s:
1. Tachilek to ll g a te : th is to ll is located  thirteen  k ilom eters from  T a ch ilek  and has 

a total o f  s ix  gates;
2 . Ta Lay to ll g a te : th is to ll is located  near Ta Lerh v illa g e  has s ix  gates; and,
3. K en g Tung to ll g a te ะ th is to ll is located  ju st b efore en terin g K en g  T u n g and 

has tw o  ga tes . (S e e  p h oto  ab o v e .)  46

46 Mae Sai Customs powerpoint presentation (unpublished).
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H on g P an g ch arges a standardized  transit fee  sy stem  w h ich  is ca lcu lated  based  

on w eigh t. T h is fe e  sy stem  is used  at all three to ll ga tes a lon g  the T a ch ilek  -  K eng  
T ung R oad. T h e tab le  b e lo w  illustrates the fe e s  charged at the to ll g a te s .47 48

Fee (in Kyat)*
Vehicle Type Tachilek and Ta Lay Keng Tung
M o to rcy c le 100 2 0 0
Car ( le s s  than 1 ton) 2 5 0 5 0 0
P ick -u p  truck (1 -2  ton s) 1 ,000 2 ,0 0 0
B us 1 ,500 3 ,0 0 0
T ruck (1 0  ton s) 3 ,0 0 0 6 ,0 0 0
T ruck (2 0  ton s) 6 ,2 5 0 1 2 ,5 0 0
> 2 0  ton s 7 5 0 /to n 75 0 /to n

* 24 Kyat = 1 baht (June 2004)
T he transit f e e s  are not p osted  by the H on g  P ang C om p an y , thus, drivers do  

not k n o w  the fe e  until after th ey  are w e ig h ed .

T he T hai M in istry  o f  C om m erce has requested  that the H o n g  P an g C om pany  
con sid er red u cin g  their transit fees . H o w ev er , H on g Pang rep resen ta tives have said  
that th ey  are u n ab le  to do so  as the current fe e s  are not e x c e ss iv e . T h is  is e sp ec ia lly  
true b ecau se  o f  the lo w  va lu e  o f  the M yanm ar K yatt (m aterials w er e  bought using  
Thai B aht). T h u s, H on g  Pang is unable to low er  fe e s  at th is tim e . R ight now , 
H on gp an g has a 3 0  year contract, w h ich  is rather short term  in that it d o es  not a llo w  
en ou gh  tim e to r e c e iv e  the m axim u m  b en efits  o f  the road. T h erefore , th ey  need  to 
keep the fe e s  h igh . I f  the H on g  Pang C om p an y  w as ab le to  n eg o tia te  a 50 year  
agreem en t w ith  the govern m en t, prices cou ld  be red u ced .4S

47 Thanapol Buthkhunthong, “Interview with Mr. Ko Kyaw Naing. Hong Pang Construction 
Company toll gate official on 27 April 2004.”

48 This interview was conducted by the Thai Ministry of Commerce on an official visit to 
Tachilek regarding a “consultation to agree on how to use the road.” 17 March 2005.
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6.3.2. Special Region 4 gates
T here are tw o  ga tes in S p ecia l R eg io n  4. T he first is the H ua M u an g (H ead  o f  

the C ity ) G ate. U p on  en terin g  M o n g la , the H ua M uang G ate is con sid ered  the frontier  
gate; o ff ic ia ls  ch e c k  the p assen ger  n am es b efore  a llo w in g  v e h ic le s  to  pass. H ua 
M uang is located  ab out on e  k ilom eter  ou tsid e  M on gla . A ll v e h ic le s  w h o  pass m ust 
subm it a p assen ger  nam e list (w h ich  th ey  h ave already rece iv ed  from  the K en g  T ung  
im m igration  o f f ic e ) . H ua M u an g o ff ic ia ls  w ill then  ch eck  the nam e list subm itted  to 
the driver w ith  the list th ey  h ave already rece iv ed  from  K en g  T u n g o ffic ia ls . I f  the 
tw o  lists corresp on d , p assen gers w ill be a llo w ed  to pass. T h e H ua M u an g  ch eck p oin t 
is strict o n ly  for en terin g  M o n g la . In situ ation s w h ere v e h ic le s  are departing, o ffic ia ls  
are not strict and so m etim es  d o not require any d ocu m en tation  at all.

T h e seco n d  gate  is located  at the M o n g la  -  D a lu o  border ch eck p oin t; all cars 
w ish in g  to ex it  to  D a lu o  or enter to M o n g la  m ust pass this gate and pay  taxes to the 
authorities.

T ou rists  en terin g  M o n g la  m ust u se the S h w e L in Star T ravel and Tours 
(o w n ed  by S p ecia l R eg io n  4 ’ authority) w h ich  is the a g en cy  resp o n sib le  for all o f  
th o se  p assen gers w h o  enter. T h is a g en cy  p la ys an im portant ro le  in that all 
p assen gers m ust con tact S h w e L in Star i f  th ey  w ish  to travel in or out o f  S p ecia l 
R eg io n  4  (b eca u se  M o n g la  au th orities h ave full control in th is area). T h e a g en cy  w ill  
prepare the appropriate return d ocu m en ts; taxes and fe e s  are required to be paid to 
S h w e Lin Star. It appears that the S h w e L in Star (the o n ly  S p ec ia l R eg io n  4 ) is 
resp on sib le  for all tourist a c tiv itie s  in M on gla .

6.4. Other checkpoints
In addition  to o ffic ia l ch eck p o in ts , there are a lso  m any illega l ch eck p oin ts  

w h ich  require a sp ec ia l fee . T h ese  illeg a l ch eck p o in ts  co n sist  o f  a s im p le  w o o d en  bar 
across the road and are u su a lly  located  in im portant to w n s su ch  as T a Lerh, M on g  
P hyak, and others ou tsid e  o f  K en g T u n g. T h ese  u n offic ia l ga tes o n ly  c o lle c t  fe e s  from  
v e h ic le s  w h ich  are en terin g  the tow n s; there is no departure fee . S o m e  u n offic ia l 
ch eck p o in ts ind icate that the fees  are used  to help  m aintain  roads and w ash  cars as 
there are no cars w a sh in g  serv ices . H o w ev er , regard less o f  w h eth er or not you  have  
your car w a sh ed , yo u  m ust pay the fe e  before b e in g  a llo w ed  to enter the tow n .
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T h e fe e s  at th ese  illeg a l ga tes are not m uch, typ ica lly  ju st  100 -  2 0 0  K yatt per 

car. It d o es m ak e travel som ew h at trou b lesom e in that drivers m u st stop  o ften , as 
there are tw o  to three ille g a l ga tes a lo n g  the road.

It is not c lea r  w h o  is resp on sib le  for the adm inistration  o f  th ese  illeg a l ga tes. 
S om e tour drivers h ave in d icated  that th ey  m ay be nun by v illa g ers  w h o  w ish  to m ake  
so m e ad d itiona l in co m e from  v e h ic le s  p assin g  through their v illa g e . H o w ev er , local 
drivers and v illa g ers  ind icated  they  understood the illega l g a tes  to  b e lo n g  to 
go vern m en t so ld iers  w o rk in g  in the area. T he illeg a l ga tes are n ot far from  the  
o ffic ia l g o vern m en t ch eck p o in ts . In fact, som e are quite c lo se ; in on e  in stan ce, the 
illega l gate is ju s t  ten m eters from  the K en g  Tung ch eck p oin t.
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Map l:Checkpoints, gates,and offices along Tachilek- Keng Tung- Mongla road

Mongla gate (SR4) MONGLA
Hua Muang checkpoint
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T a b le  1: C h e c k p o in ts  su m m a r y

Checkpoint -  gate - office Functions
1. Tachilek office • Five departments: 1) Myanmar Police; 2) Myanmar Customs; 3) Myanmar

Economic Bank; 4) Myanmar Immigration checkpoint; and, 5) Myanmar 
Travel and Tours.

• Responsible for border passes and other documents for passengers wishing to
enter Myanmar; collect transit fee of US$10 per passenger and 5% tax on 
products.

2. Hong Pang toll gate 1 • Collects transit fee based on weight of car.
3. Mak Yang checkpoint • Checks passenger list and stamps border pass.

• Two shelves to check for illicit products.
4. Ta Lerh investigative office • Collects list of passenger names (from the driver).

• Checks the movement of cars and passengers.
5. Informal gate at Ta Lerh • Collects a transit fee.
6. Hong Pang toll gate 2 • Collects transit fee based on weight of car.
7. Mong Phyak checkpoint • Five departments: 1) anti-narcotics; 2) customs; 3) immigration; 4) forests; and, 5)

administration.
• Two shelves to check for illicit products.

8. Mong Phyak investigative 
office

• Collects list of passenger names (from the driver).

9. Hong Pang toll gate 3 • Collects transit fee based on weight of car.
10. Informal gate at 
Keng Tung

• Collects extra fee (for road protection and car wash) just before entering Keng 
Tung.

11. Keng Tung checkpoint • Important stamping point with no fee.
12. Keng Tung office • Immigration office responsible for documenting all foreign passengers leaving

Keng Tung, including those going to Tachilek and Mongla.
• Office prepares transit documentation for passengers and informs other relevant

checkpoints of their planned trip.
13. Ta Ping checkpoint • Stamps border pass.
14. Special Region 4 gate (Hua 
Muang)

• Checks name list provided by driver with list provided over the phone by officials 
from Keng Tung office.

lS.Shwe Lin Star Tourism • Prepares return documentation for returning passengers.
• Responsible for all tourist activities in Special Region 4.
• May also be responsible for all transportation in the region as well.

16.Mongla Gate • Connected to Daluo gate.
• Checks people and cars going to China.
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Field research report
On 25 June 2 0 0 5 , the researcher traveled  a lon g  the road from  T a ch ilek  to K en g T ung, 
and then returned to T a ch ilek  from  K en g  T ung. T he researcher traveled  in a group o f  
three p eo p le  in c lu d in g  the researcher, a research assistant, and a driver from  M yanm ar. 
T h ey traveled  by taxi and the trip to o k  ap p roxim ately  sev en  hours.

T he data gath ered  on this trip regarding the ch eck p o in ts , ga tes, and o f f ic e s  is 
sum m arized  in the tab le b e lo w . 49

Table 2: Field research data summary49
Checkpoint -  gate -  office Details
1. Tachilek office This office prepares the border pass which is a pink paper. This paper is 

important in that is needs to be stamped as the passenger passes various 
checkpoints; these stamps record the time of passage. The pass costs 
US$10.

2. Hong Pang Tachilek toll There are a total of six gates at this point, but only two were open during
gate the research—one for entering and the other for returning. There two 

staff on duty—one collected the fees and the other remained in the office 
to operate the computer and gate machine. The cost to the researcher’s 
group in a taxi was 1,000 Kyatt.

3. Mak Yang checkpoint This is a large checkpoint where passengers need to get their pink papers 
stamped. Trucks carrying products need to be checked, while bicycles or 
motorcycles must inform officials of their arrival as well. There were 
about eight to ten officials working at this checkpoint. During the trip, 
the researcher’s groups in the taxi needed to pay a fee of 2,000 Kyatt. 
Bicycles and motorcycle did not have to pay.

4. Ta Lerh investigative 
office

This office is located on a small hill and only requires a list of passenger 
names. The process takes about five minutes.

5. Informal gate at Ta Lerh There was two staff working at this illegal wooden bar gate. One 
collected the money and the other opened the gate. The fee was 100 
Kyatt.

6. Hong Pang Tarlay toll There are a total of six gates at this point, but only two were opened.
gate There was two staff on duty. The fee for the researcher’s group in the 

taxi was 1,000 Kyatt for 1,190 kg.

49 Information was gathered during field research observation. The number of staff is the 
number of person the researcher observed on the trip. During this trip, the researcher also 
interviewed other drivers and passengers who use the road regularly; those who have used the road 
more than 20 times were interviewed.
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Checkpoint -  gate -  office Details
7. Mong Phyak checkpoint There are five departments at this checkpoint with about two to three 

staff working in each department. There were also two groups of ten 
soldiers. This checkpoint has two shelves and was collecting 400 Kyatt 
per car.

8. Mong Phyak 
investigative office

This office requires a name list of passengers. There was about two staff 
on duty.

9. Hong Pang 
Keng Tung toll gate

This is the smallest of the Hong Pang toll gates. The fee, however, is 
more expensive. The Keng Tung toll gate collects fees which are double 
that of other toll gates. Since the Mong Phyak toll gate is not yet 
finished, the fees for the Mong Phyak gate are collected at the Keng 
Tung gate—thus the transit fee for Keng Tung is double. During the 
researcher’s trip, there were a total of two gates, both of which were 
open. The fee was 2,000 Kyatt for the taxi which weighed 1,260 kg.

10. Informal gate at Keng 
Tung

This gate collects money for road protection and a car wash before 
entering Keng Tung. This gate charges about 200 Kyatt per car. There 
was about three staff on duty.

11. Keng Tung checkpoint There is ten staff working in customs and immigration at this checkpoint. 
Drivers need to sign the government paperwork and receive a stamp on 
their pink papers. This checkpoint does not have any shelves. There are 
some small shops which sell snacks.

12. Keng Tung offices The immigration office of Keng Tung is located inside the town. 
Passengers need to show all of the travel documents they have. They 
must also request documentation to return to Tachilek. The office 
prepares this return documentation. Passengers need to prepare five to 
ten copies of this documentation, as they will need to present it at all of 
the checkpoints and offices on their return trip.



7.) Check points and Strategy
7.1. Politics and road utilization

T o en su re c o n v en ien t and e ffic ie n t  u se o f  the road, it is im portant to exam in e  
the d ifferen t ru ling p ow ers in the area.
Map 2: Areas under the control of ceasefire groups and pro-junta militia groups

Areas under the control of ceasefire groups 
and pro-junta militia groups

ท  Various local pro-junta militia 
Source: http://www.shanland.org

P o litic s  on the road b etw een  T a ch ilek  and M o n g la  can be d iv id ed  into tw o  
sec tio n s , the fist b etw een  T a ch ilek  and K en g  T ung and the seco n d  b etw een  K eng  
T ung and M o n g la . T he first sec tio n  is con sid ered  a pro-junta m ilitary area, w h ile  the 
seco n d  sec tio n  is m id -w a y  from  K en g T ung to M o n gla  and is con sid ered  S p ecia l 
R eg io n  4.

T he first pro-junta m ilitia  area m eans that it is con tro lled  by the jun ta  w h o  has 
set up b atta lion s and co o p era tes  w ith  pro m ilitia  groups (L ahu groups are the main  
p ro-m ilitia  grou p s in this area). In con tro lin g  the v illa g e s , the go vern m en t w ill se lec t a 
headm an to con tro l the p eop le . T here are m any go vern m en t so ld iers  in this area.

http://www.shanland.org
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H o w ev er , a sou rce from  Shan State m en tion ed  that th is area still has som e  
in su rgen cy  m o v em en ts  su ch  as the Shan State A rm y- South  (S S A -S )  and so m e W a  
g r o u p s .50 E ven  th ou gh  the cen ter  o f  the U W S A -so u th  is located  in M o n g  Y o w n g  (to 
the w e s t  o f  T a ch ilek ), p o litica lly  and e co n o m ica lly  the W a still h ave  in flu en ce  over  
g o vern m en t so ld iers  and m ilitia s  a lo n g  this road. T h is m ean s that the M yanm ar  
m ilitary d o e s  not h ave  fu ll con tro l o f  th is area.

T h e area m id -w a y  from  K en g  T ung to M o n g la  is under the N D A A  (S p ecia l 
R eg io n  4 ) . H ere the junta is not ab le to fu lly  control the area b eca u se  o f  a ceasefire  
agreem en t. T h e N D A A  is ab le to bear arms and create their o w n  arm ies. T he  
g o vern m en t can o n ly  esta b lish  an o ff ic e , post som e so ld iers  and c h eck  the m ov em en t  
o f  p eo p le  there.

7.2. Strategy
M yan m ar has a lw a y s  b een  under international p ressure international regarding  

the ex p a n d in g  drug trade w ith in  its borders, particularly in the Shan state w h ich  is a 
form er op iu m -rich  area. In an attem pt to reduce th is pressure, M yan m ar h as tried to  
prevent and con trol the illeg a l drug b u sin ess w ith in  its borders.

T h e ch eck p o in ts  w ith  sh e lv e s  are a go od  m ech an ism  for M yan m ar to best 
control the m o v em en t o f  g o o d s , and confirm  the route is not b e in g  u sed  to traffic  
drugs or other illeg a l products.

It appears that ch eck p o in ts  have been  set up at su itab le lo ca tion s. F irstly , the  
M ak Y a n g  ch eck p o in t (m id w ay  b etw een  T ach ilek  and T a Lerh) is im portant in that it 
in sp ects a ll p roducts travelin g  from  T ach ilek  w h ich  are intended to en ter M yanm ar.

A n y  forb id d en  p roducts from  T hailand  are ch eck ed  here.'51

50 Interview with Kuensai Jaiyen, director of The Shan Herald Agency for News (S.H.A.N.),
23 August 2005.

51 According to Ministry of commerce. Government of Union o f Myanmar order 9/99 Yangon, 26th 
November 1999, it addressed tile list o f prohibited commodities. (All prohibited following items will be 
amendment for import, depending on the domestic market situations. The products including o f seasoning 
powder, sweet/ soft drinks, all kinds o f biscuits, chewing gum, cake, wafer, chocolate, canned food 
(meat&fruits), all kinds o f noodles, liquor, beer, cigarettes, fruits(green) of all kinds, all kinds o f plastic 
materials for household and personal use, controlled items according to the existing laws, all kind o f umbrella, 
battery raw stage, rubber footwear, Chinese medicine, all kind o f paints, all kinds o f ceramics, all kind of tile 
sheet, gunny bags&PVC bags, all kinds o f refrigerators, all kinds o f washing machines, all kinds o f batik, 
battery.
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S eco n d ly , the M o n g  P h yak  ch eck p oin t is con sid ered  the m ain  ch eck p o in t. It is 

located  w h ere roads from  K en g  T ung, Ta Lerh, and M on g  Y a w n g  co m e  together. 
T h is ch eck p o in t w a s  con stru cted  so  that any cars w ish in g  to g o  K en g  T u n g, M on g  
Y a w n g  or T a ch ilek  to w n sh ip s  m ust pass in sp ection  at this ch eck p o in t. T h u s, for 
secu rity  reason s, it is n ecessa ry  for this ch eck p oin t to have sh e lv es .

T h e K en g  T u n g  ch eck p o in t is located  b efore en terin g  K en g T u n g and is on ly  
to ch eck  the m o v em en t o f  p eo p le , not good s; there are n o sh e lv es  at th is  ch eck p oin t.

T a -p in g  c h eck p o in t in sp ects all p assen gers and g o o d s  to and from  M on gla . 
T his ch eck p o in t d o es  not h av e  any sh e lv es.

A part form  the ch eck p o in ts , due to the in stab ility  o f  th is area, the M yanm ar  
g o vern m en t has a lso  set up in v estig a tiv e  o ff ic e s  a lo n g  the road. T h ese  o f f ic e s  are a 
m ean s o f  m on itorin g  the m o v em en t o f  p eop le , the m ov em en t o f  m in ority  groups, 
rebel grou p s, and ev e n  sp ies  that co m e to this area. In ad d ition , the area is not y e t  able  
to fu lly  co m m u n ica te  w ith  the ou tsid e  w orld . M yanm ar seek s  a b a lan ce  in fin d in g  a 
w a y  to m ake b est u se o f  the road. Cars and p assen gers from  n eig h b o rin g  cou n tries  
can u se  the road, but can not stray from  the road.

A n oth er a sp ect o f  the area is that it in clu d es m an y grou p s o f  p eo p le . S om e  
groups h ave m uch bargain ing p ow er w ith  the M yanm ar au th orities. A s  a resu lt o f  
th ese  u n o ffic ia l and so m etim es  illega l a ctiv ities , there are m any illeg a l ga tes  and 
ch eck p o in ts  that the g o vern m en t is unable to control. T h ese  illeg a l ch eck p o in ts  are 
able to c o lle c t  m o n ey  and fe e s  as they w ish  and are the result o f  the situ ation  in 
M yanm ar w h ere is the road w ays are not under the so le  con trol o f  leg a l go vern m en t 
au th orities b ecau se  o f  secu rity  issu es throughout the area.
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