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The objective of the thesis is to determine the appropriate cropping
patterns in order to formulate suitable strategy for agricultural development
which would ensure the maximization of economic returns to production in the

land reform area of Bang Khlang Sub-district, Sawankhalok district of Sukho-
thai province.

Results from the study show that given the land constraint of the
maximum of 23 rai per household and the prevailing physical, social and
economic settings of the land reform areas, the optimum cropping pattern
would be to allocate the total land holding of 23 rai to the production of
soyhean (black-seedcoat) during the early rainy season. During the late rainy
season, given the reduction in potential cultivable land to approximately only
80 percent of the average size of holding, i.e. the area with access to water
supply, average soybean acreage per household will reduce to only 18.4 rai.
This cropping pattern will give a return of 26,676 baht which is a higher
return than the former cropping pattern by 11,981.09 baht.

Results from the sensitivity analysis of the cropping pattern
indicate that within each crop year, the maximum production cost incurred
does not exceed 20,000 baht per household. Decision to obtain loan is condi-
tioned by the comparison of the interest rate and the expected increase in
returns and by the availability of surplus labour. It was found that the

fluctuation in crop prices and in annual output does not influence decision
over cropping patterns.
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