
CHAPTER I

BACKGROUND AND RATIONALE

S exua l a s sa u lt is b ro a d ly  d e fin e d  as u n w a n te d  se xu a l c o n ta c t o f a n y  k ind . 

A m o n g  th e  a c ts  in c lu d e d  a re  ra pe , in ce s t, m o le s ta tio n , fo n d lin g  o r  g ra b b in g  a n d  fo rc e d  

v ie w in g  o f in v o lv e m e n t in p o n o g ra p h y . D ru g  -  fa c il i ta te d  b e h a v io r  w a s  re c e n t ly  a d d e d  

in. W hen  se xu a l a c t iv ity  o c c u rs  b e tw e en  a s ig n if ic a n t o ld e r  p e rs o n  a n d  a c h ild , it is 

re fe rre d  to  as m o le s ta tio n  o r c h ild  se xu a l a b u s e  ra th e r th a n  se xu a l a s sa u lt [1 ,2 ]. The  

v ic t im iz a tio n  b y  v io le n c e  has le d  w o m en  to  a tra g ic  lo ss  o f h e a lth y  life . The  f in a n c ia l 

co s ts  o f se xu a l a s s a u lt a re  e n o rm ou s ; in ta n g ib le  c o s ts , s u c h  as em o tio n a l s u ffe r in g  and  

' r i s k  o f d e a th  from  b e in g  v ic t im iz e d , a re  b e y o n d  m e a su re m e n t. T hus , th is  is a m a jo r  

p u b lic  h e a lth  p ro b le m  [1 ,2 ]. The  fe m a le  p o p u la t io n  in T h a ila n d  is a p p ro x im a te ly  33  

m illio n  in 2 0 05 , w ith  th e  ra tio  o f a g e  in te rva l 0 -1 4  ye a rs : 15 -64  y e a rs  a n d  o ve r 65  ye a rs  

e q u a lin g  2 3 ,9% : 6 8 .6 %  an d  7 .5%  re s p e c t iv e ly . T he  s ta t is t ic s  from  P o lice  G ene ra l 

H osp ita l (PG H ) a nd  th e  Roya l Tha i P o lice  In fo rm a tio n  S ys tem  c e n te r  in 2 000 , 2001 , 

2002 , a n d  2 0 03  in d ic a te d  th a t th e  ra tio  o f se xu a l a s sa u lt v ic t im s  w ho  ca m e  to  PGH  

ve su s  all re p o r te d  c a s e s  w e re  9 5 7 /4 0 3 7  (2 3 .7% ), 8 4 5 /3 8 4 7  (2 1 .9% ), 1 1 01 /4 4 3 5  (2 4 .8% ), 

an d  1365 /5041  (2 6 .5% ) re s p e c t iv e ly  [3 ], So PGH is th e  la rg e s t s o u rc e  o f se xua l a s su a lt 

d a ta  in T h a ila n d .

PGH  is a 750  b e d  h o sp ita l, lo c a te d  a t P a th um w an  d is tr ic t ,  in th e  ce n tra l p a r t o f 

B ang ko k . PGH  is a re fe rra l c e n te r  o f se xua l a s s a u lt v ic t im s , th e re  a re  a b o u t 100 se xua l 

a ssa u lt c a s e s  p e r  m on th . T he  re a son  is th a t se xu a l a s s a u lt is a v io le n t c r im e  a n d  v ic t im s  

w ho  w a n t to  ta ke  le g a l a c tio n  a g a in s t o ffe n d e rs  h a ve  to  in fo rm  the  p o lic e . PGH is 

re s p o n s ib le  fo r p ro v id in g  p h y s ic ia n  w itn e s se s , so  m o s t v ic t im s  a re  re fe rre d  to  PGH  fo r  

p h y s ic a l a n d  fo re n s ic  m e d ic a l e xam in a tio n .

เท m a n y  c o u n tr ie s , in c lu d in g  T h a ila n d , th e re  is s ig n if ic a n t u n d e r re p o r t in g  o f 

se xu a l a s sa u lt, e s p e c ia lly  in m en . The  re a so n s  a re  c o m p le x  a n d  m u lt ifa c e te d  b u t 

ty p ic a lly  in c lu d e  fe a r o f re tr ib u tio n  o r r id ic u le , a n d  a la c k  o f c o n f id e n c e  in in v e s tig a to rs ,  

p o lic e , a n d  h ea lth  w o rk e rs  [2 ,4 ], เท P ak is ta n , In d ia  a n d  m a n y  c o u n tr ie s  in A s ia , ra pe  

c a se s  a re  in c re a s in g , b u t m o s t o f th em  a re  u n re p o rte d  b e c a u s e  o f th e  s t ig m a  a tta c h e d
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เท T h a ila n d , th e re  a re  few  re tro s p e c t iv e  s tu d ie s  c o n c e rn in g  se xu a l a ssau lt. 

R u a n g k a n c h a n a s e tr  ร . e t al. (2 005 ) fo u n d  th a t ra p e  w a s  re p o r te d  b y  2 .4%  in 2311  

a d o le s c e n ts  o f  8 s c h o o ls  in B a n g ko k  [8 ], เท the  p a s t, th e re  w e re  o n ly  2 re tro s p e c t iv e  

s tu d ie s  in PG H , a n d  th e  s tu d ie s  c o n c lu d e d  th a t m o s t v ic t im s  w e re  a d o le s c e n t 1 low  

e d u c a t io n , a n d  c h ild re n  v ic t im s  w e re  e s t im a te d  to  b e  a b o u t 2 5%  o f o ve ra ll v ic t im s . 

M o re o ve r, m o s t c h ild re n  w e re  a s s o c ia te d  w ith  p h y s ic a l in ju r ie s , th re a te n e d  w ith  som e  

k in d s  o f w e a p o n s  a n d  a s s a u lte d  b y  s in g le  a s s a illa n t [9 ,1 0 ],

Fo r th e  m o tiv a tin g  fa c to rs  o f ra pe , a s tu d y  o f 137  c o n v ic te d  m a le  ra p is ts  from  3 

'p r is o n s  in T h a ila n d , O rtra ku l fo u n d  th a t 13%  w e re  u n d e r  th e  in f lu e n c e  o f M a rih a u na  o r  

th in n e r a n d  10 .9%  on a n a lg e s ic s . T he  p re c ip ita t in g  fa c to rs  w e re  a lc o h o l d r in k in g  and  

w o m en  s e d u c t io n  [1 1 ].

เท 1994 , J o n g p a n ic h g u lto rn  ร . e t al re p o r te d  284  c h ild  v ic t im s  a t PGH w ith  m ean  

a g e  o f 1 2 .5  y e a rs . M o s t se xu a l a s s a u lt e ve n ts  o c c u r re d  a t n ig h t. T h irty  tw o  ca se s  

(1 1 .2% ) w e re  p h y s ic a l in ju r ie d  a n d  15 c a s e s  (5 .3% ) w e re  a s s a u lte d  b y  a ssa ila n ts  

c a rry in g  g u n s  o r o th e r w e a p o n s . E ig h ty  p e rc e n t o f th e  v ic t im s  w e re  a tta c k e d  b y  s in g le  

a ssa ila n t, 12%  s u ffe re d  p h y s ic a l in ju r ie s  a n d  32%  g o t g e n ita l in ju r ie s . The  v a g in a l flu id  

s p e c im e n s  w e re  te s te d  p o s it iv e  fo r s p e rm  in 12%  a nd  a c id  p h o s p h a ta s e  in 32%  [1 0 ],

เท th e  s u rv e y  o f 6 ,1 5 9  c o lle g e  s tu d e n ts  e n ro lle d  a t 32  in s titu tio n s  in บ .S .A ., 54%  

o f w o m e n  h a d  b e e n  th e  v ic t im  o f so m e  fo rm  o f se xu a l a b u se . O f th e s e  in c id e n c e s , 57%  

o c c u r re d  on  d a te , w h ile  7 3%  o f th e  p e rp e tra to rs  a n d  5 5%  o f th e  v ic t im s  had  u sed  

a lco ho l o r  o th e r d ru g s  p r io r  to  the  a s sa u lt [1 2 ]. H ow e ve r, 2 .2%  o f th e  s e x u a lly  a s sa u lte d  

v ic t im s  in U .S .A .w e re  50 ye a rs  o r o ld e r  [1 3 ],

The  m e th o d s  o f a p p ro a c h  o f th e  o ffe n d e rs  m ay  b e  c o n  o r b litz  [2 ],

C on  : th e  o ffe n d e r  a p p ro a c h e s  the  v ic t im  o p e n ly  u s in g  a s u b te r fu g e , tr ic k , o r  

ru se . H e  m a y  o ffe r  so m e  s o rt o f a s s is ta n c e  o r re q u e s t d ire c t io n s . H e  is in it ia lly  p le a sa n t  

an d  fr ie n d ly  a n d  m ay  e ven  b e  c h a rm in g . H is  g o a l is to  g a in  the  v ic t im 's  c o n fid e n c e  and  

(w hen  he is in a p p o s it io n  to  o v e rc o m e  a n y  re s is ta n ce  sh e  m ig h t o ffe r) c a p tu re  her. Q u ite

to such abuse or wrong social ideas about sexual assault [5,6], With 7 -  36% of women,
including 3 -  36% of child worldwide victimized by rape, the fear of rape haunts women
and child throughout their lives [7],
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o ften  a n d  fo r d if fe re n t re asons , he e x h ib its  a s u d d e n  c h a n g e  in a tt itu d e  to w a rd  th e  v ic tim  

o n ce  sh e  is u n d e r  h is  co n tro l.

B litz  : A  p e rs o n  u s in g  the  b litz  a p p ro a c h  im m e d ia te ly  e m p lo y s  in ju r io us  fo rce  in 

s u b d u in g  h is  v ic t im . H e  a llow s  he r no o p p o r tu n ity  to  re a c t p h y s ic a lly  o r n e go tia te  

v e rb a lly  a n d  w ill fre q u e n tly  g a g , b lin d fo ld , o r b lin d  h is v ic t im . H is  a tta c k  m ay  o c c u r  from  

e ith e r the  fro n t o r rear. M o s t o fte n  he uses  h is  fis ts  o r so m e  o th e r b lu n t fo rce , b u t he m ay  

a lso  u se  d is a b lin g  g a se s  o r c h e m ic a ls , s tra n g u la tio n , o r  s u ffo c a t io n  te c h n iq u e s . The  use  

o f th is  a p p ro a c h  s u g g e s ts  h o s tility  to w a rd  w om en , an  a tt itu d e  th a t m a y  a lso  be  re fle c te d  

in h is re la tio n sh ip s  w ith  fem a le s  o u ts id e  th e  ra p e  e n v iro nm en t.

T he  h e a lth  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f se xu a l a s sa u lts  a re  v a r ie d , in c lu d in g  p h y s ic a l a nd  

p s y c h o lo g ic a l e ffe c ts , b o th  in th e  s h o rt te rm  a n d  in th e  lo ng  te rm . M o s t se xu a l a ssau lts  

"can h a ve  d e v a s ta t in g  lo n g -te rm  p s y c h o lo g ic a l e ffe c ts , in f lu e n c in g  a n d  ra d ic a lly  a lte r in g  

a p e rs o n ’s e n tire  life  co u 'rs e [1 4 ].

C o n c e rn in g  p h y s ic a l c o n s e q u e n c e s , in d iv id u a ls  w h o  h a ve  e x p e r ie n c e d  se xua l 

a ssa u lt m a y  s u ffe r  a ra n g e  o f p h y s ic a l in ju r ie s  (g e n ita l a n d  n o n -g e n ita l) , o r  in e x trem e  

ca se s , d e a th . M os tly , p h y s ic a l in ju ry  o f th e  v ic t im s  a re  m ild  to  m o d e ra te  d e g re e , le ss  

th an  h a lf s o u g h t h e a lth c a re  fo r  in ju r ie s  [1 5 ,1 6 ]. M o rta lity  c a n  be  c a u s e d  e ith e r b y  the  a c t 

o f v io le n c e  itse lf, o r  a c ts  o f re tr ib u tio n  (e .g . h o n o r k il l in g s  o r  a s  a p u n is h m e n t fo r  

re p o r t in g  th e  c r im e ) o r s u ic id e . เท a d d it io n , ra p e  v ic t im s  a re  a t in c re a s e d  r is k  from  

u n w an te d  p re g n a n c y , u n sa fe  a b o rtio n , s e x u a lly  tra n sm itte d  in fe c t io n s  (ST Is) in c lu d in g  

H IV  in fe c t io n , se xu a l d y s fu n c t io n , in fe rt ility , p e lv ic  p a in  a n d  p e lv ic  in f la m m a to ry  d is e a se , 

u r in a ry  tra c t in fe c t io n s  [1 7 ], G e n ita l in ju r ie s  in w o m e n  a re  m o s t lik e ly  to  b e  seen  in the  

p o s te r io r  fo u rc h e tte , la b ia  m ino ra , h ym e n ,a n d /o r  fo s sa  n a v ic u la r is . N o n -g e n ita l p h y s ic a l 

in ju r ie s  ty p ic a lly  in c lu d e  the  fo llo w in g : b ru is e s  a n d  c o n tu s io n s ; la c e ra t io n s ; lig a tu re  

m a rks  to  a n k le s , w r is ts , a n d  n e ck ; p a tte rn  in ju r ie s  (i.e . h a n d  p r in ts , f in g e r  m a rk s , b e lt 

m a rks , b ite  m a rk s ; ana l o r re c ta l tra u m a  [1 4 ], M o s t o f T ha i s e xu a l a s s a u lt v ic t im s  w e re  

m ild ly  p h y s ic a l in ju re d  [9 ,1 0 ].

In fe c t io n  c a n  be  tra n sm itte d  d u r in g  n o n co n se n su a l c o n ta c t, b u t th e  r is k  is sm a ll 

[5 ,1 8 ]. ST Is o c c u r  as a re su lt o f ra p e  in 4%  to 3 0%  o f p a tie n ts  [1 9 ,2 0 ]. The  r is k  o f 

a c q u ir in g  H IV  from  se xu a l a s s a u lt in v o lv in g  ana l o r v a g in a l p e n e tra t io n  a n d  e x p o s u re  to  

e ja c u la te  from  a p e rp e tra to r  w ith  H IV  is c o n s e rv a t iv e ly  e s t im a te d  to  b e  a t a m in im um  o f 2
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p e r  1 ,0 00  c o n ta c ts . T he  a c tu a l p e r -c o n ta c t r is k  is h ig h e r  if o th e r fa c to rs  a re  p re sen t, 

su ch  as  th e  p re s e n c e  o f t is s u e  in ju ry , b lo o d  e x p o s u re , o r  th e  p re s e n c e  o f in fla m m a to ry  

o r u lc e ra t iv e  S T Is [2 1 ],

เท T h a ila n d  1 th e re  h a ve  n e ve r b e e n  re s e a rc h e d  on  se xu a l a s sa u lt in h o sp ita ls  fo r  

a lo n g  p e r io d  b y  c o lle c t in g  th e  d a ta  p ro s p e c t iv e ly . W e  th e re fo re  d e c id e d  to  c o n d u c t th is  

d e s c r ip t iv e  s tu d y  b y  u s in g  p ro s p e c t iv e  d a ta  c o lle c t io n  to e n su re  c o m p le te n e s s  o f d a ta

c o lle c t io n .
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