
CHAPTER II

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE

From  a le g a l p e rs p e c t iv e , ra p e  is a c r im in a l a c t. T he  F ede ra l B u reau  o f 

In v e s tig a tio n  (FB I) 1 U n ifo rm  C rim e  R epo rt(U P R ) d e fin e s  fo rc ib le  ra p e  as “ th e  ca rn a l 

k n o w le d g e  o f a fe m a le  fo rc ib ly  a n d  a g a in s t h e r w il l . ” B e c a u s e  th e  le ga l d e fin it io n  o f 

fo rc ib le  ra p e  is so  re s tr ic t iv e , the  te rm  se xu a l a s s a u lt has b e e n  u s e d  to  c o v e r  a w id e r  

ra n g e  o f se xu a l c r im e s . M o s t s ta te s  o f th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  a n d  T h a ila n d  d e fin e  an y  ty p e  o f 

se xua l b e h a v io r  w ith  a c h ild  as ille g a l [2,22]. A n o th e r  p ro b le m  in d e te rm in in g  the  

n u m b e r o f se xu a l a s s a u lt is u n d e r - re p o r t in g  [23,24,25], L ife tim e  p re v a le n c e  ra te s  fo r  

se xu a l a s s a u lt in the  g e n e ra l p o p u la t io n  o f w o m en  liv in g  in th e  U n ite d  S ta tes  ra n g e  from  

5% to  25%[26]. M a n o p ib o o n  c. e t al (2004) s tu d ie d  a b o u t se xu a l b e h a v io r  in v o c a tio n a l 

s ch o o l s tu d e n ts  from  C h ia n g  Rai, T h a ila n d  a nd  fo u n d  th a t th e  p re v a le n c e  o f se xua l 

c o e rc io n  in fe m a le s  w a s  21% . M ean  a g e  a t f irs t se xu a l c o e rc io n  o f fe m a le  a d o le s c e n ts  

w as  17 ye a rs  ( ra n g e  5-21) a n d  m o s t v ic t im s  kn ew  th e  p e rp e tra to rs  [27],
From  the  s tu d y  o f D h a n a p o om  N. e t al [9 ], th e re  w e re  5 5 5  se xu a l a s sa u lt v ic t im s  

c o m in g  to  PGH  in 1989 . T h is  s tu d y  fo u n d  th a t 5 2 .1%  o f th e  s e xu a l a s s a u lt v ic t im s  w e re  

1 3 - 1 7  y e a rs  o f a g e , 11 .2%  w e re  12 y e a rs  o f a g e  a n d  y o u n g e r . M a jo r ity  o f th e  ca se s  

f in is h e d  p r im a ry  e d u c a t io n  o r a fe w  ye a rs  in h ig h  s ch o o l (6 5 .9% ), a n d  20 .6%  o f c a s e s  

w e re  s tu d y in g . H a n d ic a p p e d  v ic t im s  c o n s titu te d  3 .8% , m o s t o f th em  w e re  m en ta lly  

d e fic it . T he  v ic t im s  a n d  th e  a s sa ila n ts  h ad  n e ve r kn ow n  e a ch  o th e r  in 2 6 .5% , kn e w  e a ch  

o th e r le ss  th a n  1 m on th  in 24% . F o rty  s ix  p e rc e n t o f th e  v ic t im s  re p o r te d  th e  o c c u r re n c e  

to  the  p o lic e  w ith in  24  hou rs . T he  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f ra p e  in c lu d e d  ST Is 6 .2%  and  

p re g n a n c y  3% .

S im ila r ly , in B a n g la d e sh , Is lam  M N . e t al fo u n d  th a t 3 3 .5 %  o f 6 75  v ic t im s  w e re  

in th e  12 -15  y e a r  a g e  g ro u p , 6 9 .9%  w e re  lite ra te , 7 5 .7%  kn e w  th e  a s sa ila n ts , 3 8 .9%  had  

g e n ita l tra u m a  e s p e c ia lly  h ym ena l ru p tu re , 2%  g o t p re g n a n t a n d  0 .6%  had  a h is to ry  o f 

p re v io u s  a b u se  [2 8 ]. เท In d ia , th e  ra p e  o f a g ir l is c o n s id e re d  s h a m e fu l fo r  life , w h ile  the  

ra pe  o f a b o y  is d is re g a rd e d  as u n fo rtu n a te  a n d  fo rg o tte n . M o s t o f th e  se xu a l a s sa u lt 

v ic t im s  w e re  a ls o  a d o le s c e n t (7 6 .9% ) w ith  the  m ean  a g e  o f 16 ye a rs  (ra n g e  3 - 42
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yea rs ). The  p e rp e tra to rs  w e re  know n  to  the  v ic t im s  in 4 0  - 6 0%  [2 5 ,2 9 ]. A c q u a in ta n c e  

ra p e  b e in g  m o re  c o m m o n  a m on g  g ir ls  y o u n g e r  th an  10 ye a rs . The  ra te  o f a s sa u lt b y  a 

s tra n g e r  in c re a s e d  s ig n if ic a n t ly  w ith  a g e . G en ita l in ju r ie s  s u g g e s t iv e  o f se xu a l a ssau lt 

w e re  p re s e n t in 3 2 .3%  [2 9 ], เท S in g a p o re , th e  v ic t im s  d iv id e d  in to  2 g ro u p s  b y  the  a g e  

o f 14, m a jo r ity  o f th e  v ic t im s  u n d e r  14 w e re  kn ow n  to  th e  ra p is ts , re la tiv e s  (i.e. s te p 

d a u g h te rs  o r  d a u g h te rs )  w e re  b y  fa r  th e  m o s t c o m m o n  v ic t im s  o f th e  ra p is ts  [3 0 ,3 1 ]. 

M os t ra p is ts  w e re  m o re  lik e ly  to  b e  s in g le  m en , kn e w  th e  v ic t im s , c a m e  from  d is o rd e re d  

fam ilie s , a tta in in g  low  e d u c a t io n a l le ve ls  b u t s e e m in g ly  le ss  a n tis o c ia l [3 1 ,3 2 ]. เท 

E th iop ia , v ic t im s  w e re  m a in ly  c h ild re n  a g e d  le ss  th an  15 y e a rs  a n d  le ss  e d u c a te d . The  

p e rp e r tra to r  w e re  s tra n g e rs  เท ra th e r h ig h  p e rc e n ta g e  (4 2 .6% ). A t th e  tim e  o f re p o rtin g , 

5%  w e re  p re g n a n t [3 3 ].

T he  v ic t im  d a ta  from  PGH w a s  a lso  s im ila r  to  th e  บ .S .A  N a tio n a l d a ta , w h ic h  

s h o w e d  th a t a d o le s c e n ts  w e re  th e  h ig h e s t ra te  o f se xu a l a s sa u lts  c o m p a re d  to  o th e r  

a g e  g ro u p s  [3 4 ,3 5 ], A n n u a l ra te s  o f se xu a l a s s a u lt p e r 1 ,0 00  p e rs o n s  (m a le s  and  

fem a le s ) w e re  re p o r te d  in 1998  b y  th e  US D e p a r tm e n t o f J u s t ic e  to  b e  3 .5  fo r a g e  12 

th ro u g h  15 ye a rs , 5 .0  fo r  a g e s  16 th o u g h  19 ye a rs , 4 .6  fo r  a g e s  20  th ro u g h  24 yea rs , 

an d  1 .7 fo r  a g e s  24 th ro u g h  29 ye a rs . T h e re  w e re  s ig n if ic a n t g e n d e r  d if fe re n c e s  in 

a d o le s c e n t ra p e  a n d  se xu a l a s sa u lts , w ith  fem a le : m a le  ra tio  o f 13 .5 :1 . S tu d ie s  have  

d e m o n s tra te d  th a t tw o  th ird s  to  th re e  q u a r te rs  o f all a d o le s c e n t ra p e s  a n d  se xua l 

a ssa u lts  w e re  p e rp e tra te d  b y  an  a c q u a in ta n c e  o r re la tiv e  o f th e  a d o le s c e n t. O ld e r  

a d o le s c e n ts  a re  m o s t c o m m o n ly  th e  v ic t im s  d u r in g  s o c ia l e n c o u n te rs  w ith  the  a ssa ila n ts  

(eg . d a te ) [3 6 ], W ith  y o u n g e r  a d o le s c e n t v ic t im s , th e  a s s a ila n t is m o re  lik e ly  to  b e  a 

m e m b e r o r th e  a d o le s c e n t ’s e x te n d e d  fam ily . A d o le s c e n ts  w ith  d e v e lo p m e n ta l 

d is a b ilit ie s , e s p e c ia lly  th o s e  เท th e  m ild ly  re ta rd e d  ra n g e , a re  a t p a r t ic u la r  r is k  fo r  

a c q u a in ta n c e  a n d  d a te  ra p e . A d o le s c e n t v ic t im s  a re  m o re  lik e ly  th a n  a d u lt v ic t im s  to  

have  u se d  a lc o h o l o r d ru g s , a n d  a re  le ss  lik e ly  to  b e  p h y s ic a lly  in ju re d  d u r in g  a se xua l 

assau lt, as th e  a s s a ila n ts  เท a d o le s c e n t se xu a l a s s a u lt te n d  to  u se  w e a p o n s  less  

fre q u e n tly  [3 6 ]. A lc o h o l o r d ru g  use  im m e d ia te ly  b e fo re  a se xu a l a s s a u lt has b een  

re p o r te d  b y  m o re  th a n  4 0%  o f a d o le s c e n t v ic t im s  a n d  a d o le s c e n t a s sa ila n ts  [3 7 ,3 8 ]. 

The re c e n t in c re a s e  in ra te  o f th e  a d o le s c e n t a c q u a in te d  ra p e  has  b e e n  a s s o c ia te d  w ith
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th e  ille g a l a v a ila b ility  o f s e d a t iv e /h y p n o t ic . e g . R o h yp no l. T h is  is a so  c a lle d  "d a te  ra pe  

d ru g "  [1 ,3 8 ,3 9 ].

H ea lth  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f se xua l a s s a u lt c a s e s  w e re  d iv id e d  in to  n o n -fa ta l a n d  fa ta l 

o u tc o m e s . N on  -  fa ta l o u tc o m e s  w e re  p h y s ic a l h ea lth  c o n s e q u e n c e s  a n d  m en ta l hea lth  

c o n s e q u e n c e s . Fa ta l o u tc o m e s  w e re  h o m ic id e , m u rd e r, p o s t-a b o r t io n  d e a th , a n d  d ea th  

from  A ID S  [1 4 ,4 0 ],

P h y s ica l in ju ry , in c lu d in g  g e n ita l in ju ry , is n o t an  in e v ita b le  c o n s e q u e n c e  o f rape  

an d  th e  a b s e n c e  o f g e n ita l in ju ry  d o e s  no t p ro v id e  p ro o f o f c o n s e n t [4 1 ,4 2 ]. S la u g h te r  

and  B row n  (1 992 ) fo u n d  13%  o f s e x u a lly  a s s a u lte d  p a tie n ts  h a d  no g e n ita l in ju ry . An  

e xa m in a tio n  d e la y e d  to  14 d a y s  p o s ta s s a u lt d e te c te d  no a c u te  f in d in g s [4 2 ] ,  เท 311 

ra p e  v ic t im s , no  s c a rs  w e re  n o te d  a t th e  2 w e e k  fo llo w  -  u p  e xa m in a tio n . Even a t 72  

'h o u r s  p o s ta s s a u lt, o n ly  5 2%  o f th o se  a s sa u lte d  had  p o s it iv e  f in d in g s [4 2 ,4 3 ]. L a ck  o f 

m a g n if ic a t io n  c a r i re d u c e  the  p o s s ib il ity  o f d e te c t in g  in ju ry  from  87%  w ith  c o lp o s c o p y  

an d  a tra in e d  e x a m in e r, to  10%  - 3 0%  b y  g ro s s  v is u a liz a t io n  a lo n e  [4 4 ,4 5 ]. V ag in a l 

la c e ra tio n s  a s s o c ia te d  w ith  b le e d in g , ra re ly  re q u ire  s u rg e ry  a n d  o c c u r  in 1%  o f v ic t im s  

[4 6 ]. V ic t im s  w ho  h a ve  e x p e r ie n c e d  know n  se x  p a rtn e r , ra p e  m ay  h a ve  no e v id e n c e  o f 

in ju ry  b e c a u s e  o f k in e s th e tic  m em o ry , lu b r ic a tio n , a n d  o th e r e lem e n ts  o f th e  hum an  

se xua l re s p o n se  th a t m a y  b e  p re s e n t [4 7 ], W hen  th e  p e rp e tra to r  u se s  m in im a l fo rc e  and  

th e  v ic t im  is n o n -re s is tiv e , p h y s ic a l in ju ry  m ay  b e  lim ite d  o r a b s e n t. T he  p o w e r ra p is t  

u su a lly  u se s  o n ly  w h a te v e r  fo rc e  he b e lie v e s  is n e c e s s a ry  to  g e t h is v ic t im  to  co o p e ra te .  

Th is  m ay  be  o n ly  v e rb a l th re a t o r  in t im id a tio n , e s p e c ia lly  w h e n  th e  v ic t im  d o e s  no t res is t. 

The  v ic t im  m ay  b e  p h y s ic a lly  u n h a rm e d  [4 5 ,4 8 ,4 9 ], H ow e ve r, re s is ta n c e  b y  th e  v ic t im  

a c tiv a te  th e  p e rp e tra to r 's  a n g e r  a n d  in c re a s e d  a g g re s s io n  [4 9 ,5 0 ,5 1 ]. G e n ita l in ju ry  in 

p o s tm e n o p a u s a l s e x u a lly  a s s a u lte d  v ic t im s  (a g e  6 5  a n d  o ld e r) , e ve n  w ith o u t  

c o lp o s c o p y , g a v e  c le a r  e v id e n c e s  m o re  th an  in y o u n g e r  v ic t im s  [1 5 ,4 2 ,5 2 ], T h is  m ay  be  

s e c o n d a ry  to  th e  c h a n g e s  th a t o c c u r  w ith  a g e  a n d  th e  la c k  o f e s tro g e n . H o w e ve r as w ith  

th o se  65  a nd  y o u n g e r , ra p e  m ay  o c c u r  w ith o u t o b v io u s  in ju ry . H o w e ve r a b ra s io n  and  

e d e m a  a lo n g  th e  v a g in a l w a ll w e re  tw ic e  as fre q u e n t a n d  la c e ra t io n s  w e re  fo u r tim es  

m o re  fre q u e n t in th e  e ld e r ly  [5 2 ,5 3 ].

F o rce d  o ra l c o p u la t io n  m ay  o c c u r  to  s t im u la te  an  e re c t io n  in a se xu a lly  

d y s fu n c t io n a l p e rp e tra to r  in p re p a ra t io n  fo r  v a g in a l p e n e tra t io n  [5 1 ,5 3 ], E ry them a ,
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e ch ym o s is , sw e llin g , d ila te d  b lo o d  v e s se ls , a n d  p e te c h ia e  o f th e  s o ft a n d  h a rd  p a la te  

m ay  o c c u r  [5 4 ],

O f th o s e  w h o  e n g a g e  เท ana l in te rc o u rs e , 18%  o f m a le  c a s e s  th a t h ad  a fo re n s ic  

m e d ic a l e x a m in a tio n  p re s e n te d  w ith  an  ana l in ju ry , s ig n if ic a n t ly  m o re  th a n  เท fem a le s . 

S e rio u s  in ju ry  is ra re  w ith  p e n ile  p e n e tra tio n  o f th e  a n us  b e c a u s e  a n u s  a n d  re c ta l c a na l 

a re  e x p a n s ib le  a n d  u n d e r  v o lu n ta ry  c o n tro l [1 4 ,5 5 ,5 6 ].

J e n n y  c. e t a l (1 990 ) fo u n d  STIs in 4 3%  o f 2 04  p o s tm e n a rc h e a l g ir ls  a n d  w om en  

e xa m in e d  w ith in  72  h o u rs  p o s tp e n ile  v a g in a l a s s a u lt . [1 8 ] T h e se  d is e a s e s  in c lu d e d  

in fe c tio n s  c a u s e d  b y  N e is se r ia  g o n o rrh o e a e  (6 .0% ), C h la m yd ia  tra c h o m a tis  (10 .0% ), 

T r ic h o m o n a s  v a g in a lis  (1 5 .0% ), T re p o n e m a  p a llid u m  (1 .0% ), h u m a n  im m u n o d e f ic ie n c y  

v iru s  ty p e  1 (1 .0% ) a n d  b a c te r ia l v a g in o s is  (3 4 .0% ). A m o n g  th e  109  v ic t im s  (5 3 .0  % ) 

'w vh o  re tu rn e d  fo r  a t le a s t o n e  fo llo w -u p  v is it (e x c lu d in g  th o s e  w h o  w e re  fo u n d  to  be  

in fe c te d  a t th e  firs t v is it  o r w h o  w e re  tre a te d  p ro p h y la c t ic a lly ) , th e  in c id e n c e  o f new  

d is e a s e  fo r  th e  fo llo w -u p  v ic t im s  w a s  as fo llow s : g o n o rrh e a  4% ; c h la m y d ia l in fe c tio n  

2% ; tr ic h o m o n ia s is  12% ; a n d  b a c te r ia l v a g in o s is  19% . T he re  w e re  no new  in fe c tio n s  

w ith  h e rp e s  s im p le x  v iru s , c y to m e g a lo v iru s , T re p o n e m a  p a llid u m , o r  H IV -1 1 b u t fo llo w -u p  

s e ro lo g ic  te s t in g  w a s  p e r fo rm e d  in o n ly  26%  o f th e  v ic t im s  [1 8 ,5 7 ,5 8 ,5 9 ]. T he  ove ra ll 

in c id e n c e  o f ST Is เท c h ild  a b u s e  is re la tiv e ly  low . E ven if a p e rp e tra to r  o f a se xu a l a s sa u lt 

has a STI. T he  r is k  o f a c q u ir in g  a STI as a re su lt o f an  a s s a u lt v a r ie s  w ith  th e  ty p e  o f 

assau lt. P en ile  p e n e tra t io n  o f v a g in a , a n u s , o ra l 1 e s p e c ia lly  w ith  e ja c u la t io n , has the  

h ig h e s t r is k  o f STI tra n sm is s io n  [5 8 ,5 9 ]. A na l a n d  o ra l p e n ile  p e n e tra t io n s  ha ve  lo w e r r isk  

o f tra n sm is s io n  [5 8 ,6 0 ], o th e r  fa c to rs  in c re a s in g  th e  r is k  o f STI tra n sm is s io n  a re  m u lt ip le  

o ffe n d e rs , as w e ll as th e  la rg e r th e  s ize  o f th e  in o c u lu m , th e  g re a te r  the  in fe c t iv ity  o f 

o rg a n ism s  tra n sm itte d  a n d  s u s c e p t ib il i ty  o f th e  v ic t im  to  in fe c t io n  [6 0 ,6 1 ,6 2 ],

W he re a s  a d o le s c e n ts  s h o u ld  b e  tre a te d  as a d u lts  a n d  u n d e rg o  STI te s t in g  even  if 

a s ym p to m a tic , th e  a p p ro a c h  to  STI te s t in g  to  p re p u rb e r ta l c h ild re n  d if fe rs  b e c a u se  

p re v a le n c e  ra te  o f ST Is a m on g  s e x u a lly  a b u s e d  c h ild re n  a re  low  [1 ,1 4 ,5 9 ,6 1 ]. เท 

d e c id in g  w h e th e r  to  te s t a n d  o ffe r  p ro p h y la x is  fo r  ST Is a m o n g  p re p u b e r ta l c h ild re n , the  

p h y s ic ia n  m u s t c o n s id e r  th e  fo llo w in g : th e  n a tu re  o f th e  a b u s e  (e .g . fo n d lin g  on  to p  o f 

c lo th in g  v e rs u s  v a g in a l p e n e tra t io n  w ith  a p e n is ), th e  lik e lih o o d  o f th e  a b u s e r  h a v ing  an  

STI, the  e x a m in a tio n  f in d in g  in th e  c h ild  (v a g in a l d is c h a rg e  p re s e n t 1 a b no rm a l
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e xa m in a tio n ) a n d  STI p re s e n c e  in the  c o m m u n ity . It is im p o r ta n t th a t th e  v a g in a  o f a 

p re p u b e r ta l g ir l is m u ch  d if fe re n t from  the  v a g in a  o f a fe m a le  w h o  is m a tu re d  th ro u g h  

p u b e rty . T he  p re p u b e r ta l v a g in a  is lin e d  b y  c o lu m n a r e p ith e liu m  w ith  an  a lk a lin e  pH , 

w h e re a s  th e  a d u lt o r p u b e r ta l v a g in a  is m o re  a c id ic  e n v iro n m e n t lin e d  w ith -s q u a m o u s  

e p ith e liu m . So the  in c id e n c e  o f ST Is in s e x u a lly  a b u s e d  p re p u b e r ta l g ir ls  is ra th e r low , 

less th a n  5% , c o m p a re d  to  p u b e r ta l g ir ls , w h e re  th e  in c id e n c e  is a ro u n d  15%  [1 ,2 0 ,6 2 ],  

C lin ic a l s ym p to m s  o f ST Is m ay  a lso  b e  d iffe re n t, e g . g o n o rrh e a  m a y  b e  a s ym p to m a tic  in 

a d u lt fe m a le s , w h e re a s  it is lik e ly  to  c a u s e  a v a g in a l d is c h a rg e  in p re p u b e r ta l g ir ls  [20 , 

58 ]. E s tre ich  ร . e t al (1 990 ) s tu d ie d  124 ra p e d  w o m en  in th e  d e p a r tm e n t o f g e n ito u r in a ry  

m e d ic in e  o f th e  L o n d o n  H o sp ita l a n d  fo u n d  ST Is in 2 9%  a n d  th e  c o m m o n e s t o rg a n ism s  

d e te c te d  w e re  N e is se r ia  g o n o rrh e a  a nd  tr ic h o m o n a s  v a g in a lis , e a c h  p re s e n te d  in 

12%[20], '
H IV  a n t ib o d y  s e ro c o n v e r t io n  has b e en  re p o r te d  a m on g  p e rs o n s  w h o se  o n ly  risk  

fa c to r  w a s  se xu a l a s sau lt. T he  r isk  o f a c q u ir in g  H IV  from  se xu a l a s s a u lt e x p o s u re  to  

e ja c u la te  from  a p e rp e tra to r  w ith  H IV  is c o n s e rv a t iv e ly  e s t im a te d  to  b e  a t a m in im um  o f 2 

p e r 1 ,000  c o n ta c ts  [1 8 ,2 1 ,4 8 ],
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