
CHAPTER III

RESEARCH DESIGN AND METHODOLOGY

3.1 RESEARCH QUESTIONS

3.1.1 PRIMARY RESEARCH QUESTION

W h a t a re  h e a lth  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f se xu a l a s sa u lt v ic t im s  a tte n d in g  P o lice  

G ene ra l H o sp ita l?

3.1.2 SECONDARY RESEARCH QUESTION

W h a t a re  th e  c h a ra c te r is t ic s  o f se xua l a s sa u lt v ic t im s  a t te n d in g  P o lice  G ene ra l 

H osp ita l?

RESEACH OBJECTIVES

1. To a s s e s s  p h y s ic a l a n d  g e n ita l in ju r ie s  in se xu a l a s s a u lt v ic t im s .

2. To a s s e s s  se xu a l tra n sm itte d  in fe c tio n s  in se xu a l a s s a u lt v ic t im s .

3. To  a s s e s s  c h a ra c te r is t ic s  o f se xu a l a s sa u lt
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Figure 1 Conceptual framework

K ey  words: H ea lth  c o n s e q u e n c e s , se xu a l a s sau lt, ra p e , v ic t im  

OPERATIONAL DEFINITIONS
- Sexual assault is a c o m p re h e n s iv e  te rm  th a t in c lu d e s  m u lt ip le  ty p e s  o f 

fo rc e d  o r in a p p ro p r ia te  se xu a l a c tiv ity . S exua l a s sa u lt in c lu d e s  s itu a t io n s  in w h ic h  the re  

is se xua l c o n ta c t w ith  o r w ith o u t p e n e tra tio n  th a t o c c u rs  b e c a u s e  o f p h y s ic a l fo rc e  o r  

p s y c h o lo g ic a l c o e rc io n . T h is  in c lu d e s  to u c h in g  o f a p e rs o n ’s "s e x u a l o r  in tim a te  p a rts  o r  

th e  in te n tio n a l to u c h in g  o f th e  c lo th in g  c o v e r in g  th o se  in tim a te  p a r ts "  [1 ,4 ,3 7 ].

- R ape  is d e f in e d  as “ fo rc e d  se xua l in te rc o u rs e  “ th a t o c c u rs  b e c a u s e  o f 

p h y s ic a l fo rc e  o r p s y c h o lo g ic  c o e rc io n . R ape  in vo lv e s  v a g in a l, a n a l, o r o ra l p e ne tra tio n  

b y  th e  o ffe n d e r. T h is  d e fin it io n  a lso  in c lu d e s  in c id e n ts  in w h ic h  p e n e tra tio n  is w ith  a 

fo re ig n  o b je c t, s u c h  as a b o ttle , o r s itu a tio n s  in w h ic h  th e  v ic t im  is u n a b le  to  g iv e
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c o n s e n t b e c a u s e  o f in to x ic a t io n  o r d e v e lo p m e n ta l d is a b il i ty  [1 ,2 ] . R ape  ca n  be  d iv id e d  

in to

1. R ea l ra pe  is d e f in e d  as , “ a n y  s e x u a l a c t, a tte m p t, to  o b ta in  a 

se xua l a c t, u n w a n te d  se xu a l c o m m e n ts  o r  a d v a n c e s , o r  a c t to  tra ff ic  w o m e n ’s 

se xu a lity , u s in g  c o e rc io n , th re a ts  o f ha rm , o r  p h y s ic a l fo rc e , b y  a n y  pe rso n  

re g a rd le s s  o f re la t io n s h ip  to  th e  v ic t im s , in a n y  s e tt in g , in c lu d in g  b u t no t lim ited  

to  h o m e  a n d  w o rk  [1 ,2 ,4 ,1 4 ], ” T he  c r ite r ia  o f rea l ra p e  a re  th e  ra p e s  th a t o c c u r  

เท th e se  s itu a tio n s :

a) ra p e d  b y  a s tra n g e r, m u lt ip le  a s sa ila n ts , a m e m b e r o f fam ily  o r  

e x te n d e d  fa m ily

b ) ra p e d  b y  b litz  m e th o d  o r u n d e r c o n tro l o f o f fe n d e rs  b y  u s in g  d ru g , 

'a lc o h o l,  w e a p o n s , b in d in g , th re a te n  o f ha rm

c ) th e  v ic t im s  re s is t b y  v e rb a l o r  p h y s ic a l, . . .  if n o t re s is t b u t th e y  c a n ’t 

h e lp  th e m se lv e s  เท c a s e  o f m en ta l d e fe c t, h a n d ic a p e d , a g e  o ld e r  th a n  60  ye a rs  o r  a g e  

u n d e r  15 y e a rs  w h a te v e r  th e y  c o n s e n t o r not.

d ) y o u n g  c h ild  v ic t im s  ( 1 - 1 0  ye a rs ) w ith  v e ry  s u g g e s t iv e  se xu a l a ssau lt 

h is to r ie s  e s p e c ia lly  th e  d e ta ils  o f o ffe n d e r  se xu a l a c ts  from  th e  v ic t im s  a n d  a d d it io n a l 

h is to r ie s  from  th e ir  p a re n ts , re la tiv e s , in c lu d in g  o th e r e v id e n c e s , s u c h  as  sem en  on th e ir  

c lo th in g , th e  c o n te s t io n s  o f o ffe n d e rs , w ith  o r w ith o u t p o s it iv e  p h y s ic a l f in d in g s  on  

e x te rn a l g e n ita lia  o f th e  v ic t im s .

2. F a lse  ra pe  d e fin e d  as “ a . . .d e lib e ra te  lie  b y  th e  a lle g e d  v ic t im  

a c c u s in g  a m an  o f a ra p e  th a t d id  n o t o c c u r . It m a y  a lso  be  a fa n ta s y  re p o rt th a t 

th e  fe m a le  b e lie v e s  is tru e " [2 ]. T he  c r ite r ia  o f fa ls e  ra p e  a re  the  ra p e s  th a t  

o c c u r  in th e s e  s itu a tio n s :

a) a v ic t im  re c a n t th e  c o m p la in t b y  v e rb a l w r it te n  in th e  m e d ic a l re co rd

b ) In v e s t ig a t io n  re ve a ls  a lle g a tio n  to  be  fa ls e

- S e xua l a s s a u lt v ic t im s  in th is  s tu d y  a re  th e  rea l c a s e s  w h o  a re  s e xu a lly  

a ssa u lte d  o r ra p e d  b y  one  p e rp e tra to r  o r m o re . It is v e ry  im p o r ta n t th a t se xu a l a ssau lt 

v ic t im s  a re  n o t the  c a s e s  w ith  fa ls e  ra pe  a lle g a tio n s , b u t th e y  a lw a y s  in c lu d e  a ll c h ild  

se xua l a s sa u lt v ic t im s  (a g e  < 1 5  ye a rs ) w h a te v e r th e y  c o n s e n t to  h a ve  se xu a l a c t w ith  

p e rp e tra to rs  o r no t. S exua l a s sa u lt v ic t im s  w e re  d iv id e d  in to  3 c a te g o r ie s : C a te g o ry l is
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d e fin e d  as the  v ic t im s  a tte n d in g  PGH w ith in  t im e  in te rv a l 72 h o u rs  a fte r se xua l assau lt. 

C a te g o ry 2  is d e f in e d  as th e  v ic t im s  a tte n d in g  PGH  w ith  t im e  in te rv a l o ve r 72  hou rs  b u t 

le ss th a n  7 d a y s  a fte r se xu a l a ssau lt. C a te g o ry 3  is d e f in e d  as th e  v ic t im s  a tte n d in g  PGH  

w ith  t im e  in te rv a l o v e r 7 d a y s  a fte r se xu a l a ssau lt.

- C h ild '.a  se xua l a s s a u lt v ic t im  o r s o m o ne  a g e d  b e tw e e n  1 a n d  14, w h ich  

a re  d iv id e d  in to  y o u n g  c h ild  v ic t im  a g e d  1 - 1 0  a n d  o ld e r  c h ild  v ic t im  a g e d  11 -  14.

- Adolescent :a se xu a l a s s a u lt v ic t im  o r s o m e o n e  a g e d  b e tw e e n  15 and

19.

- Health consequences a re  d e f in e d  as p h y s ic a l tra u m a , in fe c tio n , a nd  

p re g n a n c y  o f v ic t im s  a fte r  se xu a l a ssau lt.

- Physical injury: a w o u n d  o r d a m a g e  to  p a r t o f a v ic t im 's  b o d y  c a u s e d

b y  an  o f fe n d e r ’s a tta c k  
i

1.1 N on  -  g e n ita l in ju ry : w o u n d s  o r p h y s ic a l d a m a g e  re c o rd e d  in 

th e  m e d ic a l re c o rd  o f PG H , c a u s e d  b y  an o ffe n d e r 's  a t ta c k  d u r in g  se xu a l a s s a u lt to  a 

v ic t im 's  b o d y  1 w h ic h  c a n  b e  d iv id e d  in to  fa ce , h e ad , n e ck , b o d y  p a rt, u p p e r  e x trem itie s , 

an d  lo w e r e x tre m itie s  in ju ry .

1 .2  G en ita l in ju ry : a w o u n d  o r w o u n d s  c a u s e d  b y  an o ffe n d e r 's  

a tta c k  d u r in g  se xu a l a s s a u lt o r ra p e  to  a v ic t im ’s g e n ita l o rg a n s  re c o rd e d  in the  m e d ic a l 

re c o rd  o f PGH .

- Severity o f n o n -g e n ita l a n d  g e n ita l in ju ry :

a) M ild : tra u m a tic  w o u n d s  a n d  b o d y  p a rts  in ju re d  a re  e x p e c te d  

to  hea l w e ll w ith in  7 d a y s

b ) M ode ra te : tra u m a tic  w o u n d s  a n d  b o d y  p a rts  in ju re d  are

e x p e c te d  to  hea l w e ll b e tw e e n  8 a n d  20 d a ys

c ) S eve re : tra u m a tic  w o u n d s  a n d  b o d y  p a rts  in ju re d  a re  

e x p e c te d  to  hea l w e ll o v e r  20  d a ys .

- Infection: is d e fin e d  as a s e x u a lly  tra n s m itte d  in fe c tio n  (ST!) 

g e n e ra lly  tra n sm itte d  b y  a se xua l c o n ta c t d u r in g  se xu a l a s s a u lt o r  ra pe . ST Is c a n  be  

c a u s e d  b y  b a c te r ia , s u c h  as N e is se r ia  g o n o rrh e a e , v iru s , s u c h  as H IV , p ro to z o a , su ch  

as T r ic h o m o n a s  v a g in a lis ; a n d  tre p o n e m e s  s u ch  as tre p o n e m a  p a llid u m , w h ic h  ca u se s  

syp h ilis .
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- G o n o rrh e a  (G C ) re fe rs  to  th e  c lin ic a l s y n d ro m e s  c a u se d  b y  the  

G ra m -n e g a tiv e  in tra c e llu la r  d ip lo c o c u s . เท th is  s tu d y , it is id e n tif ie d  o n ly  b y  G ram  sta in .

- T r ic h o m o n a s  v a g in a lis  (TV) : T r ic h o m o n ia s is , c a u se d  b y  the  

p ro to z o a n  T r ic h o m o n a s  v a g in a lis , is a c o m m o n  c a u s e  o f v a g in it is  in fe m a le  v ic t im s .  

V ag in a l d is c h a rg e  c a u s e d  b y  T. v a g in a lis  m ay  be  p u ru le n t a n d  m a lo d o ro u s , a n d  w om en  

m ay a lso  c o m p la in  o f e x te rn a l d y su r ia , itc h in g , g e n ita l ir r ita t io n , o r  d y s p a re u n ia . เท th is  

s tu d y , it is id e n t if ie d  o n ly  b y  w e t sm ea r.

- S yp h ilis : s y p h ilis  is c a u s e d  b y  the  s p iro c h e te  tre p o n e m a  

p a llid u m . The  in c u b a tio n  p e r io d  v a r ie s  from  10 d a y s  to  3 m on th s . Thus e a r ly  s y p h ilis  is 

no t fre q u e n t ly  d ia g n o s e d  a t the  in itia l p a tie n t e va lu a tio n  a fte r  th e  se xu a l a ssau lt. เท th is  

s tu d y , it's  d ia g n o s e d  b y  b lo o d  c h e c k  up  fo r V D R L a t f irs t v is it a n d  3 m on th s  la te r.

- H u m an  im m u n o d e f ic ie n c y  v iru s  (H IV ): a v iru s  th a t ca u se s  

A ID S (A c q u ire d  Im m u n e  D e f ic ie n c y  S yn d rom e ). A n t ib o d ie s  c a n  ty p ic a lly  b e  d e te c te d  เท 

th e  b lo o d  3 -6  w e e k s  a fte r  in fe c tio n . เท th is  s tu d y , H IV  is d ia g n o s e d  b y  s e ro c o n ve r t io n  o f 

H IV  a n tib o d ie s  in  b lo o d  c h e c k  u p  from  th e  in itia l v is it a n d  3 m o n th s  la te r.

- B a c te r ia l v a g in o s is : b a c te r ia l v a g in o s is  is the  m os t c o m m on  

c a u se  o f v a g in it is  in w o m en  a n d  is fre q u e n tly  fo u n d  in w o m en  a fte r  se xu a l a ssau lt. เท th is  

s tu d y , it ’ d ia g n o s e d  b y  c lin ic a lly  a t te n d a n t m a lo d o ro u s  d is c h a rg e  w ith o u t G ono rrh e a  

an d  T r ic h o m o n a s  v a g in a lis  on  p e lv ic  e xa m in a tio n  a t 2 w e e k  fo llo w -u p .

- P e lv ic  In fla m a to ry  d is e a s e  (P ID ) d e s c r ib e s  a n y  c o m b in a tio n  o f 

e n d o m e tr it is , s a lp in g it is , a n d  p e lv ic  p e r ito n it is  w ith  o r w ith o u t tu b o -o v a r ia n  a b s ce s s , 

c a u s e d  b y  se xu a l a s s a u lt a n d  d ia g n o s e d  b y  p e lv ic  e xa m in a tio n  a t 2 w e e k  fo llo w -u p . 

The  d ia g n o s is  o f P ID  is b a s e d  on a tr ia d  o f s ym p to m s  a n d  s ig n s , in c lu d in g  p e lv ic  p a in , 

c e rv ic a l m o tio n  te n d e rn e s s , a d n e xa l te n d e rn e s s , a n d  the  p re s e n c e  o f fe v e r [6 3 ].

- P re g n a n c y : is d e f in e d  as a c o n d it io n  o f a fe m a le  v ic t im  b e in g  

p re g n a n t d ia g n o s e d  b y  u r in e  p re g n a n c y  te s t a t f irs t v is it o r 2 w e e k s  a fte r  th e  a s sa u lt (a 

fo llo w -u p ) . B e in g  p o s it iv e  te s t a t firs t v is it, th e  p re g n a n c y  is re s u lte d  b e fo re  ra pe . W h ile  

b e in g  p o s it iv e  te s t a t a 2 w e e k  fo llo w -u p , th e  p re g n a n c y  is re s u lte d  from  rape .
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3.2 RESEARCH DESIGN
D e s c r ip t iv e  s tu d y  (p ro s p e c t iv e  d a ta  c o lle c t io n )

3.3 RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
POPULATION AND SAMPLING METHOD
TARGET POPULATION : se xu a l a s sa u lt v ic t im s  w ho  c a m e  to  PGH  b e tw e en  1 

O c to b e r  2 0 04  a n d  30 S e p te m b e r 2005 .

3.3.1 SAMPLE SIZE
The  fo rm u la  fo r  s a m p le  s ize  e s tim a tio n  in th is  s tu d y  is the  fo rm u la  fo r p o p u la tio n  

p ro p o r t io n  o f s in g le  g ro u p .

* ท = Z2g/2 PQ
๙

ท =  s a m p le  s ize  in s in g le  g ro u p

d  =  a c c e p ta b le  e r ro r  =  0 .05

z  =  c r it ic a l v a lu e , fo r  9 5%  c o n f id e n c e  le ve l ( 0 t=  0 .05 )

CL = ty p e  I e r ro r  p ro b a b il i ty  =  0 .05  z a 12 =  1.96

p  =  p re v a le n c e  o f g e n ita l tra um a  a m on g  se xu a l a s sa u lts  =  0 .3 2  [1 0 ] 

q  =  1 -  p  =  0 .68

ท =  s a m p le  s ize  in s in g le  g ro u p  =  334

Inclusion criteria
1 .Rea l ra p e  c a s e s  ( la c k  o f c o n s e n t fo r se xu a l c o n ta c t w ith  th e  a s s a ila n t ).

2. A t te n d e d  P o lice  G ene ra l h o sp ita l b e tw e e n  1 O c t 2 0 04  a n d  30  S ep  2005 .

3. G a ve  w r itte n  in fo rm e d  c o n s e n t fo r p a r t ic ip a t in g  in th is  s tu d y .
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Exclusion criteria
1. V ic t im s  w h o  a tte n d e d  fo r m e d ic a l e x a m in a tio n  a t PG H  o ve r 14 d a y s  a fte r the  

se xua l a ssau lt.

2. S u s p e c te d  fa ls e  ra p e  c a se s .

3.4 DATA COLLECTION

3.4.1 MANEUVER

3.4.1.1 PREPARATORY PERIOD

a) A f te r  th e  p ro p o s a l w a s  a p p ro v e d  b y  th e  E th ic s  C o m m itte e  o f F a cu lty  o f 

M e d ic in e , C h u la lo n g o rn  U n ive rs ity , a n d  the  E th ics  C o m m itte e  o f PGH . I b ro u g h t the  

re c o m m e n d a t io n  from  b o th  E th ic s  C o m m itte e  to  c o n s u lt D ire c to r  o f PGH , H ead  o f th e  

D e p a r tm e n t o f O u tp a tie n t S e rv ic e , H e a d  o f th e  D e p a r tm e n t o f O b s te tr ic s  &  G yn e co lo g y , 

fo r  p re p a ra t io n  o f p la c e s , to o ls  a n d  a ss is ta n ts .

b) P re p a re d  a s s is ta n ts  (n u rse s  a nd  m e d ic a l o ff ic e rs )  w h o  to o k  p a r t in a s s is tin g  

th e  p ro c e s s  o f p re - te s t, in te rv ie w in g  th e  v ic t im s  a n d  c o lle c t in g  d a ta . T he  a ss is ta n ts , w ho  

in te rv ie w e d  v ic t im s , h ad  e x p e r ie n c e  o f p s y c h o lo g ic a l c o u n s e lin g  o r f in is h e d  m a s te r 's  

d e g re e  in P s y c h o lo g y . T he  in te rv ie w s  w e re  d o n e  in a p r iv a te  ro om  a t th e  H ea lth  

P rom o tio n  C en tre . The  in fo rm a tio n  o f e ve ry  v ic t im  w a s  k e p t s e c re tly .

3.4.1.2 STUDY AND DATA COLLECTION PERIOD

W hen  th e  v ic t im s  c a m e  to  PGH  a t firs t v is it, th e y  w e re  ta ke n  to  th e  e m e rg e n c y  

ro om  fo r  h is to ry  o f th e  e ve n ts  a n d  p h y s ic a l e xam in a tio n . T h e re a fte r  th e y  had  to  see  a 

g y n e c o lo g is t fo r  p e lv ic  e x a m in a tio n  a n d  in ve s tig a t io n  fo r  N e is se r ia  g o n o rrh e a e  (G C ) and  

T r ih o m o n a s  v a g in a lis (T V ) b y  G ram  s ta in  a nd  w e t sm ea r. M o re o ve r, th e  s p e c im e n s  in 

v a g in a  w e re  a ls o  c o lle c te d  fo r  c h e c k in g  s p e rm s  a n d  a c id  p h o s p h a ta s e . O u ts id e  w o rk in g  

hou rs , th e y  w e re  e x a m in e d  a n d  c o lle c te d  s p e c im e n s  b y  m e d ic a l p ra c t it io n e rs  a t 

e m e rg e n c y  room . A fte r  p h y s ic a l e xa m in a tio n  1 th e y  w e n t to  H e a lth  P rom o tio n  C en te r fo r  

c o u n s e lin g  1 ta k in g  p ro p h y la c t ic  tre a tm e n t fo r H IV  in fe c t io n  (in  c a s e  o f h a v in g  sexua l
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in te rc o u rs e  w ith in  72 h ou rs  a fte r the  a s s a u lt ), a n d  b lo o d  c h e c k in g  fo r an tiH IV , VDRL. 

The c o u n s e lo rs  g a v e  th e  v ic t im s  m en ta l s u p p o r t a n d  to o k  o th e r  im p o r ta n t in fo rm a tio n . 

S om e  v ic t im s  w e n t to  s o c ia l w o rk e r  d e p a r tm e n t to  g e t f in a n c ia l o r o th e r h e lp s . A ll v ic t im s  

w e re  s c h e d u le d  a b o u t 2 w e e ks  a fte r th e  a s s a u lt fo r  re p e tio n  o f p e lv ic  e xa m in a tio n  a n d  3 

m on th s  la te r fo r  b lo o d  c h e c k  o f a n tiH IV  a n d  V D R L. A t 2 w e e k s  fo llo w  up , the  o b je c t iv e s  

w e re  to  c h e c k  th e  v ic t im s  o ve r fo r lu e c o rrh e a , p e lv ic  in f la m a to ry  d is e a s e , a n d  la b o la to ry  

te s t fo r  N e is se r ia  g o n o rrh e a e  (G C ) b y  G ram  s ta in  a n d  T r ih o m o n a s  v a g in a lis  (TV) b y  w e t 

sm ea r. Fo r th e  v ic t im s  a tte n d in g  a t f irs t v is it o v e r 12 th d a y  a fte r  se xu a l a s sa u lt, th e y  w e re  

a p p o in te d  to  c o m e  b a c k  1 w e e k  la te r fo r  re e xa m in a tio n  a n d  u r in e  p re g n a n c y  te s t in 

c a se  o f m is s in g  p e r io d .

T he  p ro c e s s e s  o f d a ta  c o lle c t io n  w e re

a) E n ro lle d  th e  v ic t im s  w ho  fu lf i l le d  th e  e lig ib le  c r ite r ia  a n d  s ig n e d  th e  in fo rm ed  

co n se n t.

b ) C o lle c te d  g e n e ra l in fo rm a tio n , c o m fo r te d , c o u n s e le d  a n d  s c h e d u le d  the  

v ic t im s  to  fo llo w  up .

c ) C o lle c te d  b lo o d  s a m p le  fo r  an tiH IV , VDRL: u r in e  s a m p le  fo r  p re g n a n c y  te s t a t 

f irs t a n d  fo llo w  - u p  v is it. .

Figure 2. Follow up Plan for interview, physical examination and laboratory test for 
victims in this study

72 h r 7 th d a y  1 4 th d a y  3 m on th

a fte r  th e  a ssau lt. a fte r the  a ssau lt, a fte r th e  a ssa u lt. a fte r  th e  a ssau lt.

; ---------- I ----------------- I ------------------------------i ----------------------- f -

Time of the assault

A ll v ic t im s  w e re  c la s s if ie d  b y  in te rv ie w in g , o b s e rv a t io n , p h y s ic a l e xam in a tio n  

an d  d a ta  c o lle c t io n  fro m  c a se  re c o rd  fo rm , (in  th e  A p p e n d ix  A )
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3.5 DATA ANALYSIS

Tablel. Data Analysis Plan

เก this study, the victims’ data were analyzed by computer statistical program
SPSS/PC version 11.5 as Data Analysis Plan.

Outcomes Variables Scale Statistics
1.P rimary ou tcom es

1.1 In jury Non - gen ita l in juries nom inal %, 95%CI

Genita l in juries nom inal % ,95%CI

1.2 In fection nom inal % ,95%CI

GC nom inal %

TV nom inal %

Syphilis nom inal %

HIV nom inal %

PID nom inal %

1.3 P regnancy nom inal % ,95%CI

2.S econda ry ou tcom es

2.1 V ic tim  C ha racte ris tics Age interval % ,กาin,max,X

Education in terval % ,ทาiก,ทาax,X

Living a rrangem ent nom inal %

O ccupa tion nom inal %

V ictim  behav io rs / 

persona lity

- O ften pa rtic ipa te  in the

n igh t life

- C loth d ress ing

- A lcoho lic

- D rug add ic t

- Mental re ta rda tion

- Physical d isab ility

nom inal,

o rd ina l

%
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Table2. Data Analysis Plan (Continued)
Outcomes Variables Scale Statistics

Location of the assau lt ' nom inal %

Relationship to the o ffende r nom inal %

A lcoho l use nom inal %

Drug use nom inal %

2.2 O ffende r C ha racte ris tics Age interval % ,m in,max,X

Education nom inal %

N um ber o f the assa ilan t in terval % ,m in,max,X

A lcoho l use nom inal %

Drug use nom inal %

W eapon use nom inal %

2.3 Sexual ac t

Sequence o f con ta c t and  

penetra tion

nom inal %,

Insem ination in vag ina nom inal %

Condom  use nom inal %

Oral sexual in te rcourse nom inal %

Anal sexual in tercourse nom inal %

Foreign ob jec ts nom inal %

3.6 ETHICAL CONSIDERATION
1. The research  p roposa l was approved  by the E th ica l Com m ittee  o f Facu lty of 

M edic ine  .Chu la longkorn  Univers ity and PGH.

2. The de ta ils  o f th is s tudy were c lea rly  d e sc r ib ed  and answered when questions  

arose from  the pa rtic ipan ts .

3. Every pa rtic ipan t s igned  the in form ed consen t and was com p le te ly  free to 
w ithd raw  from  the s tudy w ithou t any p re judge  to her fu rthe r trea tment.
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3.7 LIMITATIONS
1. Some v ic tim s or the ir re la tives m igh t not coope ra te  in th is study.

2. Some v ic tim s cou ld  not answer the questions o r g ive  in formation.

3. There were no com p le te  se rv ices and investiga tions for the sexual assault 

v ic tim s who cam e to PGH ou ts ide  o ffice  hours or on o ffic ia l ho lidays. So some v ictim s  
had to com e aga in  on the next offic ia l days and som e v ic tim s cou ld  not com e because  

of the ir persona l reasons.

4. For the firs t 99 cases o f th is s tudy, an tib io tics  p rophy lax is  was still p resc ribed  
fo r every v ic tim  because  o f routine p rac tice  in the p ro toco l at PGH. Moreover, Gram  

stain and w e t sm ear p rocedu res were not done. A fte r analys is o f da ta  co llec ted , these  

prob lem s were co rrec ted . Though an tib io tics p rophy lax is  was not routine ly p resc ribed

ra fte r  the firs t 99 cases, bu t some phys ic ians had p resc ribed  som e an tib io tics  fo r some  
v ic tim s, such as: rapes caused  by m u ltip le  o ffenders, s trangers  1 the io ffende rs  w ith  
suspec ted  h istory o f STIs o r HIV in fec tion ...e tc .

5. There are lim ita tions in do ing  cu ltu re  fo r m ic rob io logy  in PGH .therefore  

routine cu ltu re  was not perform ed.

3.8 OBSTACLES
1. Sexual assau lt is a sensitive issue tha t the research s tudy must be care fu lly  

conduc ted  because  it does a ffe c t fee ling o f the v ic tim s and som e v ic tim s d id  not wan t to 

ta lk abou t the events.

2. Some v ic tim s cou ld  not answer the inqu iries because  o f phys ica l injuries, 

and /o r p sycho log ic  shock.

3. N ine v ic tim s d ied  and therefo re  cou ld  not g ive  any in form ation .

3.9 BENEFITS OF THE STUDY
The da ta  from  th is s tudy g ive  the most va lid  in fo rm ation abou t the phys ica l 

health o f sexua l assau lt v ic tim s who com e to PGH. This w ill a llow  respons ib le  persons to 

ad jus t the se rv ices acco rd ing ly .
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