
CHAPTER IV

POWER OF INFORMATION

4.1  P o w e r  a n d  In fo r m a tio n

D uring a recent in ternational sem inar, a  M yanm ar jo u rn a lis t m ade the fo llow ing 
assessm ent: “ In M yanm ar pow er is h igh ly  cen tra lized  w ith  little involvem ent o f  the 
citizens in po licy-m aking. As a consequence, people and  m edia have little inform ation 
about dom estic policies and developm ent decisions.” 1 In a country  w here pow er is 
centralised , in form ation  is hardly  shared w ith  citizens. T hose w ho have in form ation  are 
pow erful: in form ation  m eans pow er.

In the briefing  o f  24 O ctober 2004, T hura  Shw e M ann explained  how  K hin  N yunt 
did no t share his in form ation  w ith o ther generals in  the leadership; “B efore, som e new s 
did not pass through  us, they  ju s t censored  them selves and  subm itted  as they  w ish” , 
c learly  show ing his v e x a tio n .2 It m eant that the in form ation  co llected  th rough  M ilitary  
In telligence netw ork  w as cen tra lized  in K hin  N y u n t’s hand, w hich  o ther generals 
perceived  as m onopoly. W orse, in their view , it w as to be used against ‘the regional 
com m anders and brigade com m anders’, w ith in  the m ilitary  s y s te m .3

T his chap ter deals w ith  the pow er o f  K hin  N yunt and  M ilitary  In telligence from  
the aspect o f  inform ation. It analyzes how  K hin  N yunt tigh tly  contro lled  inform ation 
ou tflow  through dom estic and in ternational m edia. W hile K hin N yunt treated  the 
foreign m edia, especially  w estern  m edia, as an archenem y since the beg inn ing  o f  the 
estab lishm ent o f  the curren t governm ent, K hin N yunt and M ilitary  In telligence 
em barked on cam paigns to project a better im age o f  the m ilitary  governm ent by  h iring  a 
PR com pany in the บ .ร ., and launching the only  private  w eekly  jo u rn a l perm itted  to

1 A Myanmar journalist from Living Colour Magazine, Myanmar, made this comment in his 
assessment for Mekong Media Seminar, held in Bankogk and Chiang Rai, Thailand, 22-26 June 2004, 
organized by UNESCO, WWF and IUCN.

1 Thura Shwe Mann’s briefing, 24 October 2004, Yangon, p i5
3 Ibid, p6
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p u b lish  in  E n g lish  M ilita ry  In te llig en ce . H o w ev er, th e  “ b e tte r  im a g e ” w a s  n o t in  
co n fo rm ity  w ith  th e  v a lu e s  o f  th e  Tatmadaw le ad e rsh ip . T h is  c h a p te r  a lso  illu s tra te s  
h o w  K h in  N y u n t b e c a m e  th e  m o s t h ig h -p ro file d  g en era l in  M y a n m a r  an d  in  th e  p ro cess 
h o w  M ilita ry  In te llig e n c e  o v e rro d e  th e  ru le  o f  th e  m ilita ry  g o v e rn m e n t, w h ic h  
u ltim a te ly  p o se d  a  ch a lle n g e  to  th e  le ad e rsh ip  o f  th e  Tatmadaw. (It sh o u ld  be  n o te d  th a t 
sin ce  te le v is io n  an d  rad io  s ta tio n s  are m u c h  few er an d  e v e n  m o re  t ig h tly  reg u la ted  in  
M y an m ar, I w ill m a in ly  d ea l w ith  p r in t m ed ia  in  th is  c h a p te r ) 4

4.2 Keeping the Public in the Dark

4.2.1 State Newspapers before and after 1988
It is im p o rta n t to  re c o g n iz e  th a t p r in t m e d ia  in  B u rm a  f lo u rish e d  b e fo re  the  

e s ta b lish m e n t o f  so c ia lism  in  1962. T h ere  w ere  o v e r 30  d a ily  p a p e rs  p u b lish e d  in  the  
M y an m ar, E n g lish  an d  C h in ese  la n g u a g e s .5 S in ce  th e  m ilita ry  c o u p  in  1962 an d  the  
e s ta b lish m e n t o f  th e  so c ia lism , th e  m e d ia  in  M y a n m a r h as  b e e n  u n d e r  tig h t co n tro l by  
th e  g o v e rn m e n ts  till p r e s e n t .6 U n d e r th e  so c ia lis t reg im e  d a ily  p a p e rs  w e re  sh u t d o w n  
an d  o n ly  s ta te -o w n e d  n e w sp a p e rs  w ere  p u b lish ed . B efo re  1988 th e y  w e re  L o te  T h a r 
P y i T h u  N a y t S in  (W o rk in g  P eo p le  D a ily ) , K ye M o n  (T h e  M irro r) , B o  T a  H tau n g  (T he 
V an g u a rd ), M y a n m a r A lin  ( M y a n m a r’ร L ig h t) an d  tw o  E n g lish  p a p e rs  n a m e ly  T he 
W o rk in g  P e o p le  D a ily  an d  T h e  G u a r d ia n .7

A fte r  1988, th e  n e w  m ilita ry  reg im e  co n tin u ed  th ree  n e w sp a p e rs  fro m  th e  so c ia lis t 
tim e , Lote Thar Pyi Thu Nayt, Sin, Kye Mon an d  Myanma Alin. B u t in  2 0 0 2 , Lote Thar 
Pyu Thu Nayt w as te rm in a te d  to  red u ce  the  f in an c ia l b u rd e n  o n  th e  g o v e rn m e n t budget.

4 For reference, cu rre n tly  in M yanm ar there are the governm ent-run  te lev is ion , M R T V  (since 
1980) and M R T V -3  (second channel, provides E nglish service receivable to  126 countries by satellite 
transm ission using T ha i sate llite  Tha icom  since 2001), and the m ilita ry -ru n  M ya w a d y  T V  since 1995. 
Radio service M yanm a A than (M ya n m a r’ s V o ice ) is under M R T V . In  Yangon c ity  o n ly  there is F M  radio 
service, C ity  F M  (since 2002) and tw o  m ore te lev is ion  stations, M R T V 4  (since 2004, jo in t  venture w ith  
private  fo re ign  cap ita l) and M o v ie  5 (since 2005), show ing o n ly  m ovies.

5 M a rtin  Sm ith, Burma, p205
6 T h is  is w ith  the exception o f  the b r ie f w in d o w  o f  a m onth at the tim e  o f  peop le ’ s upris ing  

between A ugust and September 1988. See The Asia Media Directory, (ed) W erner von Busch (K onrad- 
A denauer-Foundation; S ingapore 2004) p i 36. D uring  the period o f  A ugust-S eptem ber 1988, many 
publica tions sprouted up in support o f  people ’ s upris ing. The governm ent newspapers d u ring  the period 
also perform ed w ith  some degree o f  freedom . The issue related press is its e lf in teresting and should be 
fu rthe r studied.

7 M in is try  o f  In fo rm a tion , Magnificent Myanmar(l988-2003), p i  89



74

In  ad d itio n , th e  g o v e rn m e n t s ta rted  p u b lish in g  th e  E n g lish  v e rs io n  o f  M yan m a A lin, The 
N ew  L igh t o f  M ya n m a r  in  1993. N o w  th e  to ta l c irc u la tio n  o f  th e se  g o v e rn m e n t 
n ew sp ap e rs  is a ro u n d  4 6 0 ,0 0 0 .8 T h ro u g h o u t b o th  p e rio d s , s ta te  n e w sp a p e rs  h av e  been  
o w n ed  an d  p u b lish e d  by  M in is try  o f  In fo rm a tio n  an d  th e  ed ito rs  an d  jo u rn a lis ts  o f  th e  
n ew sp ap e rs  h av e  b e e n  M in is try  em p lo y ees .

4.2.2 No Policy Change from the Socialist Era
A fte r  th e  m ilita ry  g o v e rn m e n t to o k  the  sta te  p o w e r in  1988, th e  ro le  o f  m e d ia  in  

M y an m ar re m a in e d  p ra c tic a lly  th e  sam e as b e fo re  -  to  co n v e y  th e  g o v e rn m e n t’s 
d irec tiv e s  an d  m e ssa g e s  to  th e  p u b lic . T he m ed ia  w as n o t e x p e c te d  to  fu n c tio n  to  ch eck  
p e rfo rm an ce  o f  th e  g o v e rn m e n t o r to  ra ise  issu es  fo r  th e  a u th o ritie s  to  p a y  a tte n tio n  to. 
A cco rd in g  to  a  M y a n m a r jo u rn a lis t  w h o  w o rk ed  u n d e r b o th  th e  so c ia lis t e ra  an d  th e  
cu rren t re g im e  an d  u se d  to  trav e l ex ten s iv e ly  w ith  K h in  N y u n t u n til e a rly  1 9 9 0 ’ร, a t the 
f irs t m ee tin g  b e tw e e n  th e  m ilita ry  g o v e rn m en t an d  th e  d ip lo m a tic  co rp s in  1988 in 
Y an g o n , K h in  N y u n t to ld  h im  to  p rep a re  th e  n ew s rep o rt “ ex a c tly  th e  sam e  w ay  as 
b efo re  (the  so c ia lis t t im e )” as fa r as the  d o m estic  m ed ia  w as c o n c e r n e d .9

T h e  d iffe re n ce  b e tw e e n  th e  so c ia lis t e ra  an d  n o w  w as th a t K h in  N y u n t’ร 
re sp o n s ib ility  to  g iv e  o u t in fo rm a tio n  in  o rd e r to  leg itim ize  th e  m ili ta ry ’s ta k in g  p o w er 
g rew  b ig g er. H e  w as  g iv e n  fu ll au th o rity  to  g iv e  o u t p ress  c o n fe re n ce s  o n  the  
g o v e rn m e n t p o s itio n s . A t th e  h e ig h t o f  th e  p e o p le ’s u p ris in g  in  1988, jo u rn a lis t  M artin  
S m ith  o b se rv e d  th a t it w as K h in  N y u n t an d  S an d a  W in  ( N e  W in ’s e ld e r  d au g h te r,
M a jo r a t th e  tim e )  w h o  w ere  ‘w id e ly  c red ited  w ith  ru n n in g  a  so p h is tic a te d , th o u g h  o ften  
w ild ly  in accu ra te , p ro p a g a n d a  c a m p a ig n  in  th e  n a tio n a l p re s s .’ 10 K h in  N y u n t’s ap p ro ach  
in  d is se m in a tin g  in fo rm a tio n  w as s im p le  an d  d irec t - by  h o ld in g  h is  o w n  p ress  
co n fe re n ce s  an d  ce n so rin g  a rtic le s  reg a rd in g  h is  o w n  w o rd s  an d  ac tio n s  b e fo re  th ey  
w en t fo r p rin tin g . K h in  N y u n t h e ld  n u m ero u s  p re ss  c o n fe ren ces  in  e a r lie r  y ea rs  w h ereb y  
he sp o k e  d ire c tly  to  p ress . F o r ex am p le , in  A u g u s t 1989, he  c o n d u c te d  a  s ix -h o u r p ress

8 Ib id ., A fte r  1988, a fe w  m ore o ff ic ia l newspapers started pub lish ing  in Y angon and M andalay, 
inc lud ing  Myo Daw (The City), established by the Yangon C ity  D eve lopm ent C om m ittee  in 1991, 
Yadanar Bon (King’s Palace), established by M ili ta ry  P roduction Force (P u b lic  R elations) in 1997, and 
Mandalay Daily by the M anda lay C ity  D eve lopm ent C om m ittee. These pub lica tions, how ever, are much 
sm aller scale w ith  d a ily  c ircu la tio n  ranging from  11,000 to 25,000.

9 A u th o r ’ s in te rv ie w  w ith  a fo rm er jo u rn a lis t, 25 February 2006
10 Sm ith, Burma, 18p
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co n fe ren ce  d e ta ilin g  h is  c o m m u n is t co n sp iracy  th e o ry  b eh in d  th e  ‘d is tu rb a n c e s ’ o f
1 9 8 8 ."  O ne m o n th  la ter, he  h e ld  an o th e r p ress  c o n fe ren ce  o n  y e t a n o th e r  co n sp iracy  
th eo ry , th is  tim e  b la m in g  fo re ig n  jo u rn a lis ts  as co n sp ira to rs  o f  th o se  w h o  w ere  in v o lv ed  
in  th e  u p ris in g .

4.2.3 Khin Nyunt’s Censorship
A s fo r c e n so rsh ip , K h in  N y u n t read  ev e ry  d ra ft a rtic le  re g a rd in g  h is  o w n  w o rd s or 

a c tio n s , b e fo re  it w e n t to  p ress . T h e  a fo re m e n tio n e d  jo u rn a lis t  h ad  to  su b m it ev ery  d ra ft 
a rtic le  to  K h in  N y u n t f irs t b e fo re  it w as sen t to  in -tak e -d esk  a t th e  h e a d q u a rte rs  o f  state  
n e w sp a p e r  in  Y an g o n . K h in  N y u n t ed ited  d ra fts  in  g rea t d e ta il. “ W h e n  K h in  N y u n t read  
a  d ra ft a rtic le , he  e ith e r  u n d e rlin e d  w o rd s and  sen ten ces  o r  b ra c k e t p a ra g ra p h s  i f  the  
sen ten ces  w e re  lo n g , to  in d ica te  th a t th o se  p a rts  sh o u ld  be  d e le ted . S o m e tim es  he ad d ed  
a  few  w o rd s , b u t u su a lly  it w as de le tio n . T h en  he s in g ed  in itia ls  o f  h is  n am e  a t the  
c o rn e r o f  ev e ry  p a g e  o f  a rtic le  to  sh o w  th a t it w as w ith  h is  a p p ro v a l” . * 12

H is ed itin g  p o lic y  w as (1 ) to  ed it o u t th in g s  th a t he  th o u g h t sh o u ld  n o t be 
p u b lic ized , (2 ) to  rem o v e  in fo rm a tio n  w h en  he fe lt it w as  n o t an  a p p ro p ria te  tim e  to  be 
p u b lic ized . In  m o s t case s , he o m itted  an y th in g  sen s itiv e  re g a rd in g  p o litic s  o r  security .
(3) S o m e tim es , he  d e le te d  h is o w n  h a rsh  c ritic ism  ag a in s t N L D . H e d id  n o t like  w ords 
“d e m o c ra c y ” . (4 ) H e  p a id  a tten tio n  to  m in u te  de ta ils , su ch  as a  title . F o r in s tan ce , w h en  
he  w an te d  to  say  so m e th in g  o p tim is tic  ab o u t K h u n  S a, 13 he  a ff ix e d  บ  (M r) in  fro n t o f  
h is  n am e to  so u n d  p o lite .

O v era ll, th e  m ilita ry  g o v e rn m e n t’s p o lic y  w as to  m in im iz e  in fo rm a tio n  av a ilab le  
to  p u b lic  d o m estic a lly . T h e  a fo re m e n tio n e d  jo u rn a lis t  to ld  a n o th e r  ep iso d e  w h en  the  
lead e rsh ip  o f  S L O R C  h ad  a  m e e tin g  w ith  th e  E le c tio n  C o m m iss io n  to  d ec id e  a  d a te  for 
th e  gen era l e le c tio n  in  1990. A s u su a l p rac tice , he  sh o w ed  K h in  N y u n t w h a t he had  
w ritten  as an  a rtic le  fo r  a  s ta te  n ew sp ap e r, w h ich  o n ly  m e n tio n e d  th a t  th e  m ee tin g  to o k  
p lace  b u t n o th in g  e lse  a b o u t th e  d iscu ss io n . T he jo u rn a lis t  a sk ed  K h in  N y u n t i f  it w as 
b e tte r  to  ad d  m o re  ab o u t th e  d iscu ss io n  in  th e  m ee tin g  b ecau se  th e  e le c tio n  w as the

' ' Ib id ., 365p
12 A u th o r ’ s in te rv ie w  on 25 February 2006
13 K hun  Sa was the leader o f  once pow erfu l, heav ily  arm ed m ilit ia , Shan U n ited  A rm y  (S U A ) and 

M ong  T ha i A rm y , w ho  surrendered to  the m ilita ry  governm ent in 1996, now  liv in g  in Yangon. He was 
one o f  many ceasefire negotia tion  counterparts fo r K h in  N yun t.
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cen tre  o f  p u b lic  a tte n tio n  a t th e  tim e . K h in  N y u n t to o k  th e  d ra f t a rtic le  an d  w en t to  ask  
o p in io n  o f  T h a n  S h w e, w h o  to ld  K h in  N y u n t th a t th e re  w as no  n eed  to  a lte r  it. T he 
a rtic le  w en t fo r p r in t as it w as. T h e  p o licy  o f  th e  le ad e rsh ip  o f  th e  m ilita ry  g o v ern m en t 
w as to  k eep  th e  in fo rm a tio n  av a ilab le  to  th e  p u b lic  a t m in im u m  to  en su re  th e re  w as no 
ro o m  fo r sh a rin g  p o w e r .14

4.3 “Better Image” of Myanmar in International Arena

4.3.1 Foreign Media as Archenemy
In  c o m p a riso n  w ith  th e  d o m estic  m ed ia , fo re ig n  jo u rn a lis ts  w ere  fa r  m o re  

p ro b lem a tic  fo r th e  m ilita ry  g o v ern m en t. K h in  N y u n t tre a te d  th e  fo re ig n  m e d ia  -  
e sp ec ia lly  w e s te rn  m e d ia  -  as th e  re g im e ’s en em y  fro m  th e  o u tse t o f  th e  c u rre n t m ilita ry  
reg im e .

O n  9 S e p te m b e r  1989 , K h in  N y u n t m ad e  a  p ress  c o n fe re n ce  in  w h ic h  h e  b lam ed  
the  fo re ig n  m e d ia  fo r  its  “b la ta n t in te rfe ren ce  in  th e  c o u n try ’s in te rn a l a ffa irs  d u rin g  as 
w ell as a fte r  th e  d is tu rb a n c e s . “ 15 16 T he p ress  co n fe ren ce  w as to  re v e a l h is  a lleg ed  
co n sp iracy  th e o ry  b e h in d  th e  p e o p le ’s u p ris in g  w h ere  the  fo re ig n  m ed ia , acco rd in g  to  
h im , “c o n trib u te d  to  fa b ric a ted  n ew s, ru m o u rs  an d  v in d ic tiv e  b ro a d c a s ts  an d  w ritin g s” . 
K h in  N y u n t n a m e d  th e  o rg a n iz a tio n s  th a t “b ro k e  all n o rm s o f  in te rn a tio n a l m o ra l 
c o n d u c t an d  c a rr ie d  o u t an ta g o n is tic  a c tiv itie s  by  v a rio u s  m e a n s” . T h e y  w ere  “L o n d o n  
b ased  BBC(British Broadcasting Corporation) , W ash in g to n - b a se d  VOA(Voice of 
America), N e w  D e lh i-b a se d  AIR (All India Radio), Daily Telegraph, Times o f London, 
Independent, International Herald Tribune, Financial Times, Bangkok Post and Nation 
o f  T h ailand , Washington Post, H o n g  K o n g  b ased  Asiaweek an d  Far Eastern Economic 
Review, W a sh in g to n  b a se d  m a g a z in e s  Time an d  Newsweek, L o n d o n  b a se d  Sunday 
Times Magazine. “  16 B as ica lly , th a t co v ered  m o st o f  m a jo r  E n g lish  n ew s o rg an iza tio n s  
o f  th e  บ .ร ., B rita in , In d ia  an d  n e ig h b o u rin g  T h a ilan d .

A u th o r ’ s in te rv ie w  on 25 February 2006.
15 The press conference was com piled  in a book title d  as The Conspiracy o f Treasonous Minions 

within the Myanmar Naing-Ngan and Traitorous Cohorts Abroad, published on 23 O ctober 1989 by 
M in is try  o f  In fo rm a tio n .

16 The Conspiracy o f Treasonous Minions within the Myanmar Naing-Ngan and Traitorous 
Cohorts Abroad, 34 -35p
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B e g in n in g  w ith  th e  m ass iv e  1988 u p ris in g  an d  th e  e s ta b lish m e n t o f  th e  n ew  
m ilita ry  g o v e rn m e n t, th e se  n ew s o rg an iza tio n s  an d  jo u rn a lis ts  w ere  K h in  N y u n t’s 
a rch en em y . 17 K h in  N y u n ’s co n tro l o f  fo re ig n  m e d ia  w as s im p ly  to  lim it th e  issu an ce  o f  
jo u rn a lis t  v isa s  to  fo re ig n  jo u rn a lis t.  A p a rt fro m  th e  jo u rn a lis ts  fro m  C h in ese  o ffic ia l 
new s o rg a n iz a tio n  X in h u a , th e re  w ere  no  fo re ig n  jo u rn a lis ts  a llo w e d  to  be  s ta tio n ed  in  
Y an g o n . W h en  fo re ig n  jo u rn a lis ts  req u es t fo r en try  to  th e  co u n try , it w a s  u p  to  K h in  
N y u n t to  d ec id e  w h o m  to le t in. A ll jo u rn a lis ts  seek in g  a v isa  w e re  re q u ire d  to  su b m it a 
w ritten  a p p lic a tio n  to  C o lo n e l H la  M in , D ep u ty  H ead  o f  E x te rn a l A ffa irs  D e p a rtm e n t o f  
M ilita ry  In te llig en ce . T h e  ap p lica tio n , i f  c o n s id e re d  ap p ro p ria te , w as  p a sse d  o n  to  
In fo rm a tio n  C o m m itte e  ch a ired  b y  K h in  N y u n t. “ E v ery  m o rn in g  th e re  is a  b rie fin g  in 
w h ich  a  few  h ig h  ra n k in g  o ffic e rs  rep o rt im p o rtan t m a tte rs  to  S ec re ta ry  O ne. T h a t’s 
w h en  th e  issu e  o f  jo u rn a l is ts ’ ap p lica tio n , n am es an d  su b jec ts  w o u ld  be  p re se n te d .” 18 
W h en  a p ro p o sa l w as  tu rn e d  d o w n , th e  M ilita ry  In te llig en ce  o ffice  w o u ld  o fte n  keep  
s ilen t an d  n o t ev en  rep ly .

O n ce  fo re ig n  jo u rn a lis ts  w ere  le t in  w ith  jo u rn a lis t  v isa  - v a lid  fo r  s in g le  en try  
o n ly  an d  la s ted  fo r  u su a lly  a  m a x im u m  p e rio d  o f  o n e  w eek  - th e ir  m o v e m e n ts  w ere  
c lo se ly  m o n ito re d  by  M ilita ry  In te llig en ce  agen ts . A fte r  th e  fo re ig n  jo u rn a lis ts  
co n d u c ted  in te rv ie w s , th e  ag en ts  w o u ld  in te rro g a te  th o se  p eo p le  to  d e te rm in e  w h a t 
q u e s tio n s  w e re  a sk e d  an d  h o w  th ey  rep lied . T h e ir  su rv e illan ce  w a s  v e ry  s tric t. A ny  
jo u rn a lis ts  o r  fo re ig n  v is ito rs  w h o  v is ite d  N L D ’s m a in  o ffice  w e re  p h o to g ra p h e d . I f  a 
fo re ig n  jo u rn a lis t  re q u e s te d  to  go  to  a m ilita rily  re s tr ic te d  zo n e  w h e re  fo re ig n e rs  w ere  
n o rm a lly  n o t a llo w e d  to  trav e l, M ilita ry  In te llig en ce  w o u ld  p ro v id e  o ffic e rs  as m inders . 
M ilita ry  In te llig e n c e  H Q s w o u ld  a lso  g ive  its g reen  lig h t to  c o n c e rn e d  reg io n a l 
c o m m an d , o r  c o n c e rn e d  m in is tr ie s , p ro v in ces , o r  v illag es  to  n o tify  th e m  ab o u t the  
fo re ig n  m e d ia ’s v is it. O ccas io n a lly , M ilita ry  In te llig en ce  o ffic e rs  s ta tio n e d  a t the  
reg io n a l c o m m a n d  w o u ld  m e e t an d  acco m p an y  th e  jo u rn a lis ts  a t th e  re sp ec tiv e  
d e s tin a tio n . In  th is  w ay , M ilita ry  In te llig en ce  m a in ta in e d  a  tig h t g rip  on  fo re ig n  
jo u rn a lis ts ’ m o v em en t. 19

17 In  The Conspiracy o f Treasonous Minions, K h in  N y u n t named some o f  the fo re ign  journa lis ts  
w ith  th e ir b io-data and th e ir alleged in form ers and the lis t o f  M yanm ar nationals w ho w orked  fo r B B C , 
V O A  and A IR  M ya n m a r Service.

' 8 C om m un ica tion  w ith  M ili ta ry  In te lligence ju n io r  o ffice r, 2002.
19 M a n y  fo re ign  jo u rn a lis ts  evaded M ili ta ry  In te lligence con tro l by tra v e llin g  to  the coun try  as 

tourists.
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4.3.2 PR Campaign Targeting the West
M u ch  as th e  fo re ig n  m e d ia  b e in g  th e  a rch en em y  o f  th e  m ilita ry  g o v e rn m en t, 

M ilita ry  In te llig e n c e  m ad e  e ffo rts  to  try  to  w in  th e  h ea rt o f  th e  W e s t in  its  s tru g g le  to  
im p ro v e  th e  d a m a g e d  re la tio n sh ip . T h ese  e ffo rts  w ere  e sp e c ia lly  v is ib le  a fte r  th e  re lease  
o f  A u n g  S an  รนน K yi fro m  th e  h o u se  a rre s t in  M ay  2 0 0 2 . (T h e  re le a se  th is  tim e  lasted  
o n ly  one  y ea r till  she  an d  th e  c o n v o y  o f  N L D  an d  its su p p o rte rs  w ere  a tta c k e d  by  a  p ro - 
g o v e rn m e n t m o b  in  D e p a y in  in  M ay  2 0 0 3 ) th ro u g h  th e  o ffic ia l in fo rm a tio n  sen t o u t by  
M ilita ry  In te llig e n c e , o fte n  a ttr ib u te d  to  S p o k esm an  o f  th e  G o v e rn m e n t, C ol. H la  M in . 
In  th e  m id s t o f  th e  A m e ric a n  w a r o n  te rro r, M ilita ry  In te llig en ce  o f te n  sen t o u t 
In fo rm a tio n  S h ee t by  fax  to  in te rn a tio n a l new s ag en c ie s  in d ic a tin g  its  su p p o rt fo r the  
in te rn a tio n a l e ffo rts  to  c o m b a t te rro rism . F o r ex am p le , In fo rm a tio n  S h ee t o f  23 A u g u st 
2002  title d  “ G o v e rn m e n t o f  M y a n m a r P led g es  C o o p e ra tio n  in  W ar o n  T e rro r” c la im ed  
th a t th e  m ilita ry  g o v e rn m e n t “ re a ffirm e d  its d e te rm in a tio n  to  s tan d  w ith  th e  U n ited  
S ta tes  an d  th e  in te rn a tio n a l c o m m u n ity  on  a n ti- te rro ris t c o o p e ra tio n ” fo llo w in g  a  new s 
rep o rt b y  A m e ric a n  n e tw o rk  C N N  th a t A1 Q aed a  m em b ers  h av e  b e e n  ac tiv e  in  
M y an m ar. H la  M in  s tre sse d  in  th e  s ta tem en t, “ T h e  G o v e rn m e n t o f  M y a n m a r  w ill 
in v es tig a te  th is  a lle g a tio n  w ith  th e  u tm o st u rg en cy , and  w e  w ill sh a re  th is  in fo rm a tio n  
w ith  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s .” 20

M ilita ry  In te llig e n c e  a lso  s tre ssed  on  its c o o p e ra tio n  w ith  th e  U n ite d  N a tio n s  in  its 
e ffo rts  to  e ra d ic a te  o p iu m  p ro d u c tio n  an d  o th e r d rugs. D a te d  28  A u g u s t 2 0 0 2 , M ilita ry  
In te llig en ce  sen t a n o th e r  In fo rm a tio n  S h ee t p ra is in g  U n ite d  N a tio n s ’ c o m p reh en s iv e  
o p iu m  p o p p y  su rv ey  o n  M y a n m a r w h ic h  rep o rted  su b s tan tia l d e c rea se  in  to ta l crop . H la  
M in  sa id , “T h is  su rv e y  is a g rea t v in d ic a tio n  fo r US. W e urge  th o se  w h o  h av e  w ro n g ly  
accu sed  US to  n o w  jo in  w ith  US in  o u r fig h t to  cu rb  o p iu m  p o p p y  an d  h e ro in  p ro d u c tio n  
in  M y a n m a r” . 21

In  sam e  yea r, th e  m ilita ry  g o v e rn m en t h ired  an  A m e ric a n  lo b b y is t f irm  D C I 
A sso c ia te s , re p o rte d ly  p a y in g  3 4 0 ,0 0 0  U S D  fo r a p e r io d  o f  e ig h t m o n th s  to  to u t 
M y a n m a r’s c o o p e ra tio n  o n  an ti-d ru g , H IV /A ID s an d  a n ti- te rro rism  e ffo rts  an d  in 
fin d in g  th e  re m a in s  o f  บ .ร . so ld ie rs  fro m  W o rld  W ar II. A c c o rd in g  to  A1 K am e n  o f

2° In fo rm a tio n  Sheet, N o . C -2327( I /L ) , 23 A ugust 2002 issued by M ili ta ry  In te lligence
21 In fo rm a tio n  Sheet, N o. C -2334 ( I /L ) , 28 A ugust 2002, issued by M ili ta ry  In te lligence
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W ashington P o s t,  it a lm o s t b o re  fru it. “ T he cam p a ig n  w as o n  th e  v e rg e  o f  su ccess— the 
S ta te  D e p a rtm e n t w as a b o u t to  c e rtify  th e  reg im e— b u t th e  a d m in is tra tio n  b ack ed  o f f  
am id  p re ssu re  fro m  th e  (C a p ito l)  H ill, h u m an  rig h ts  g ro u p s  an d  th e  m e d ia .” 22 It w as 
K h in  N y u n t an d  M ilita ry  In te llig en ce  th a t w ere  p u sh in g  th e  p u b lic  re la tio n s  e ffo rts  
ta rg e tin g  th e  B u sh  a d m in is tra tio n  in  h o p es fo r th e  eco n o m ic  sa n c tio n  to  be lifted , fo r the  
b e tte r  re la tio n sh ip  w ith  the  W est and  fo r th e  m ilita ry  reg im e  to  be  a c c e p ted  in  the 
in te rn a tio n a l co m m u n ity . It is p o ss ib le  th a t th ese  P R  c a m p a ig n s  w e re  p e rc e iv e d  as 
c o n c ilia to ry  to  th e  W e s t by  o th e r se n io r g en e ra ls  o f  th e  to p  le a d e rsh ip  o f  th e  Tatm adaw . 
A ll th e se  e ffo rts  (a n d  th e  h u g e  sum  o f  m o n ey  p a id  fo r th e  P R ) w ere  w a s te d  w h en  A u n g  
S an  รนน K yi w as d e ta in e d  in  D e p a y in  and  p u t in to  a  sp ec ia l fa c ility  o f  th e  n o to rio u s  
In se in  p riso n  in  M a y  2 0 0 3 . A fte r  th e  D ep ay in  in c id en t, th e  บ .ร . an d  E u ro p e a n  U n io n  
s tren g th en ed  th e  e c o n o m ic  san c tio n s  on  M y an m ar. M ilita ry  In te llig en ce  p u t a  b reak  on  
its  ac tiv e  c a m p a ig n  to  ap p ea l to  th e  บ .ร .

4.3.3 Xenophobic Media Policy Continued
O v e r th e  y ea rs , d id  th e  x e n o p h o b ic  v iew  o f  K h in  N y u n t an d  M ilita ry  In te llig en ce  

ag a in s t th e  fo re ig n  m e d ia  ch an g e?  H ad  K h in  N y u n t take  so fte r  a p p ro a c h  o r b eco m e  
m o re  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  fo re ig n  m e d ia  e n o u g h  to  be  lab e lled  as a  ‘m o d e ra te ’ as som e 
o b se rv e rs  h a v e  la b e lle d  in  la te r  y ea rs?  T h e  re se a rch  d raw s a  n e g a tiv e  co n c lu s io n . T he 
v ie w  o f  K h in  N y u n t an d  M ilita ry  In te llig en ce  o f  m e d ia  as a  to o l to  p ro p a g a te  the  
p o s itio n  o f  th e ir  reg im e  to  th e  w o rld  an d  th e ir  x en o p h o b ic  p e rc e p tio n s  o f  th e  fo re ig n  
m e d ia  p e rs is te d  u n til th e  end . W ith  th e  g lobal m o v e m e n t to w a rd s  a  b o rd e rle ss  
in fo rm a tio n  ag e , th e  M ilita ry  In te llig en ce  w as p o o rly  e q u ip p e d  to  h an d le  th e  fo re ig n  
m e d ia ’s “ a d v e rse  re p o r tin g ” , as th e  cy b e r a c tiv ism  a g a in s t th e  m ilita ry  reg im e  b ecam e 
m o re  ac tiv e  as e la b o ra te d  in  th e  p rev io u s  ch ap te r. R e c o g n iz in g  th e  ch a lle n g e s  o f  m ed ia  
an d  in fo rm a tio n  co n tro l in  th e  in fo rm a tio n  age, M ilita ry  In te llig e n c e  tu rn e d  to  o th e r 
A S E A N  m e m b e rs  fo r ad v ice .

A n  in te rn a l M ilita ry  In te llig en ce  rep o rt p ro d u c e d  in  1999 d o c u m e n tin g  a  v is it o f  a 
sen io r M ilita ry  In te llig e n c e  o ffic ia l to  M a lay s ia  rev ea ls  th a t th e  in te llig en ce  
o rg a n iz a tio n s  o f  th e  tw o  co u n trie s  m e t to  d iscu ss  h o w  th ey  co u ld  co o p e ra te  to  hand le

22 Centre fo r M e d ia  and D em ocracy, Source Watch access on 2 A p r il 2006 at 
h ttp ://w w w .so u rce w a tch .o rg /in d e x .p h p ? title = D C I_ G ro u g , quo ting  W ashington Post a rtic le  by A1 Kam en.

http://www.sourcewatch.org/index.php?title=DCI_Groug
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fo re ig n  m e d ia .23 A  p a rt o f  th e  rep o rt d e ta ils  th e ir  c o m m o n  p o s itio n  on  m ed ia : “ T he 
m ass m ed ia , b a s ic a lly  sp eak in g , is a to o l o r fo rm  o f  v e h ic le  u tilise d  b y  g o v e rn m en ts , 
o p p o s itio n  p a rtie s , s ta tu to ry  ag en c ies , h u m an  rig h ts  g ro u p s , n o n -g o v e rn m e n ta l 
o rg an isa tio n s  an d  m an y  o th e rs  to  d issem in a te  ‘th e ir  side  o f  th e  s to ry ’ to  th e  gen era l 
p u b lic .” T h e y  lo o k ed  a t th e  w es te rn  m e d ia  as a to o l th ro u g h  w h ic h  th e  w e s te rn  pow ers 
im p o se  th e ir  w ill: “ th e  W est o ften  a ttem p ts  to  p ro m o te  an d  im p o se  its  o w n  b ran d  o f  
d em o cracy  an d  sy s tem  o f  free  m a rk e t eco n o m y  on  ev e ry o n e  e lse . U n d e r  th e  im p ress io n  
th a t it h as  th e  b e s t o f  ev e ry th in g , th e  W est tr ie s  to  fo rce  its  p o litic a l an d  eco n o m ic  
sy stem  on  th e  re s t o f  th e  w o rld , m ak in g  p a riah s  an d  en em ies  o u t o f  ‘re n e g a d e ’ fo re ign  
n a tio n s  and  le a d e rs .”

B o th  M ilita ry  In te llig e n c e  an d  th e ir  M a lay s ian  c o u n te rp a r t fe a re d  th a t th e  In te rn e t 
co u ld  be u sed  as a p o w e rfu l to o l fo r an ti-g o v e rn m e n t g ro u p s: “ C o m m u n ic a tio n  th ro u g h  
e -m ail, c y b e r- ta lk  an d  v a r io u s  o th e r o n -lin e  p ro g ram m es h as  g iv e n  th e  In te rn e t u se r the  
ab ility  to  ex p re ss  an  id ea  w ith o u t the  u se  o f  pap er. T h is  p h e n o m e n o n  p re se n ts  c e rta in  
g roups th e  o p p o rtu n ity  to  v e n t th e ir  c ritic ism s ag a in s t ce rta in  g o v e rn m e n ts  o r  le ad e rs .”

F o r th e  in te llig e n c e  o rg an iza tio n s  o f  b o th  co u n trie s , th e  In te rn e t p re se n te d  a 
s ig n ific an t th rea t. “ A d v e rse  re p o rtin g ” by  th e  c o n v en tio n a l e lec tro n ic  and  p r in t m ed ia  
(w h e th e r lo ca l o r  fo re ig n  o rig in ), d e sp ite  its n eg a tiv e  co n se q u e n c e s  to  th e  “v ic tim ” , w as 
less th re a te n in g  th a n  th e  fro n tie r- le ss  w o rld  o f  cy b e rsp ace . A c c o rd in g  to  th e  rep o rt, 
trad itio n a l m e d ia  c o u ld  b e  n eu tra lise d  b o th  o v e rtly  an d  c o v e rtly  b y  in te rc e p tin g  o r 
p ro h ib itin g  th e  e n try / c irc u la tio n  o f  new s item s co n s id e red  “ o ffe n s iv e ” in to  th e  local 
m ark e t. M o s t o f  th is  su b v e rs iv e  in fo rm a tio n  w o u ld  o rig in a te  fro m  W e ste rn  jo u rn a lis ts  
o r be sp o n so red  b y  th e  W est, it rep o rted .

T h e  re p o rt su g g e s ts  th a t b o th  co u n trie s  ag reed  th a t th ey  co u ld  a ss ig n  e ith e r a 
g o v e rn m en t a g e n c y  o r  a  p riv a te  sec to r co m p an y  to  m o n ito r  an d  scan  all e -m a il 
m o v e m e n ts  an d  w e b s ite s  id en tif ied  as “tro u b le -sp o ts” an d  th a t b o th  c o u n trie s  co u ld  
in s tru c t o v e rsea s  m iss io n s  to  “ id en tify  fo re ig n  n ew sp ap e rs  o r  jo u rn a ls  th a t are fo n d  o f  
w ritin g  b a d  th in g s  ab o u t u s”  an d  to ” b la c k lis t th e ir  n a m e s” . (It d o es  n o t sp ec ify  w h a t

23 The report was com piled  in M arch  1999. A m ong other ta lks, the m eetings between the 
representatives o f  the tw o  in te lligence  organizations took  place on 16 M arch  1999. The part on ‘ how  to 
handle m edia in the in fo rm a tio n  age’ appears to be com piled by the M alaysian  counterpart.
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w o u ld  be  th e  c o n se q u e n c e  o f  b e in g  b lack lis ted . In case  o f  M y a n m a r b la c k lis tin g  m eans 
a  d en ia l o f  e n try  to  th e  co u n try ).

F in a lly , th e  re p o rt su g g ests  th a t th e  re sp ec tiv e  “p o litic a l m a s te rs  an d  sen io r 
g o v e rn m en t o ffic ia ls  sh o u ld  p lay  a m o re  ag g re ss iv e  ro le  in  e x p la in in g  to  th e ir  resp ec tiv e  
co u n te rp a rts  and  to  th e  w o rld  a t large  the  real so c io -eco n o m ic  an d  p o litic a l s itu a tio n ” in 
th e ir  re sp e c tiv e  co u n trie s . K h in  N y u n t an d  h is o rg a n iz a tio n  re sp o n d e d  to  th is  ch a llen g e  
ag g re ss iv e ly  b y  e s ta b lish in g  th e ir  o w n  m e d ia  o u tle ts  an d  b y  c o u n te r in g  th e  cy b e r
ac tiv ism  o n  in te rn e t as  e la b o ra te d  in  th e  p rev io u s  c h a p te r .24

T h e  re p o rt is a  c le a r  in d ic a tio n  th a t at th e  o u tse t o f  th e  in fo rm a tio n  te c h n o lo g y  age, 
K h in  N y u n t an d  M ilita ry  In te llig e n c e ’s s tan ce  to w a rd  m e d ia  re m a in e d  th e  sam e as the 
b e g in n in g  o f  th e ir  re g im e  - u n y ie ld in g  re fu sa l o f  g iv in g  m e d ia  an y  ro o m  fo r d iffe ren t 
v iew s o th e r th an  th e  g o v e rn m e n t’s an d  th e ir  x e n o p h o b ia  to w a rd  th e  in te rn a tio n a l m ed ia . 
T h ere  d o es  n o t seem  an y  sig n  o f  ‘m o d e ra te ’ in  th e ir  m e d ia  p o licy .

4.4 Khin Nyunt, the Most High-Profiled General

T h e  e ffe c t o f  tig h tly  c o n tro llin g  in fo rm a tio n  th ro u g h  c e n so rsh ip  an d  re s tr ic tin g  
in f lo w  o f  fo re ig n  jo u rn a lis ts  in to  th e  co u n try  b y  M ilita ry  In te llig e n c e  w as th a t  K h in  
N y u n t h ad  b e c o m e  th e  m o s t h ig h -p ro filed  g en era l in  th e  T atm adaw  o n  th e  in te rn a tio n a l 
press. In  e a rly  y ea rs  K h in  N y u n t h e ld  h is  o w n  p re ss  co n fe re n ce s  an d  to o k  fo re ig n  
jo u rn a lis ts  o n  p re ss  to u rs  to  b o rd e r  a reas w h ere  K h in  N y u n t h ad  su c c e e d e d  in  m ak in g  
cea se fire  a g re e m e n ts  w ith  a rm ed  e th n ic  g roups. A g a in , K h in  N y u n t an d  M ilita ry  
In te llig en ce  w ere  th e  g a te w a y  fo r  th e  fo re ig n  m ed ia . K h in  N y u n t w a s  th e  m o s t w ritten  
ab o u t, an d  re a d  ab o u t g en e ra l a m o n g  th e  T atam daw .

A s d e sc r ib e d  in  th e  p re v io u s  ch ap te r, M ilita ry  In te llig en ce  en g a g e d  in  cy b ersp ace  
p u b lic  re la tio n s  b y  se n d in g  o u t new s a rtic les  an d  o ffic ia l s ta te m e n ts  d a ily  to  in terne t.
B y  ta k in g  o u t a  sam p le  o f  131 p iece s  o f  in fo rm a tio n  M ilita ry  In te llig e n c e  sen t o u t to  a 
n e w sg ro u p  b y  e -m a il in  th e  n am e  o f  O k  K ar (T h is is p re su m a b ly  a  p se u d o  n am e, w h ich  
w as m o st o ften  u se d  b y  M ilita ry  In te llig en ce  n e w s-d isse m in a tin g  te am  o n  in te rn e t)  on ly

24 The M ili ta ry  In te llig e n ce ’s invo lvem ent in the in fo rm a tion  techno logy sector had started by this 
tim e. (See C hapter three.)
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from  th e  la s t one  m o n th  b e tw e e n  19 S ep tem b er an d  19 O c to b e r  2 0 0 4  (th e  d ay  K h in  
N y u n t w as  o u s te d ), K h in  N y u n t w as m en tio n ed  in  54 a rtic le s , w h e re a s  T h a n  S hw e w as 
m en tio n e d  in  19 a rtic le s  an d  M au n g  A ye w as m e n tio n e d  o n ly  in  9 s to rie s . In ten tio n a lly  
o r n o t, K h in  N y u n t s to o d  o u t am o n g  th e  sen io r g en era ls , g iv in g  th e  p u b lic  an  im p ress io n  
th a t he  w as h ig h ly  ac tiv e , im p o rtan t an d  p o w erfu l g en e ra l in  M y an m ar. F o r  jo u rn a lis ts , 
K h in  N y u n t w as  d iff ic u lt to  hav e  access  to . H o w ev e r, in  c o m p a riso n  to  o th e r to p  
g en era ls  to  w h o m  th e re  w as no  access , K h in  N y u n t w as s till re la tiv e ly  acc e ss ib le  leader 
o f  th e  m ilita ry  g o v e rn m en t. T h is  co u ld  have  w ell led  to  a  w id e ly -sh a re d  im ag e  o f  K h in  
N y u n t, w h ic h  w as a  “m o d e ra te ” o r  a “ so ft- lin e r” .

T h e  h ig h -p ro file  g iv en  to  K h in  N y u n t co u ld  h av e  c o n tr ib u te d  to  a n o th e r  cau se  o f  
co n flic t w ith in  th e  T atam adaw , i f  th e re  h ad  a lread y  b een  r iv a lry  e ith e r  in s titu tio n a lly  o r 
p e rso n a lly . A s th e  T atm adaw  s tre sses  im p o rtan ce  o n  o b ed ien ce  to  c o m m a n d , an y th in g  
th a t m ig h t d is ru p t th e  o rd e r  in  th e  h ie ra rch y  w o u ld  be fro w n e d  u p o n .

4.5 Military Intelligence’s Late Start in Publication Business

4.5.1 Media expansion in mid 199O’ร
A s tim e  p ro g re sse d  in  1 9 9 0 ’ร, the  m ilita ry  g o v e rn m e n t b e g an  a c tiv e ly  p ro m o tin g  

its o w n  v ie w s  th ro u g h  m o re  m e d ia  o u tle ts . N u m b ers  o f  fa c to rs  p ro m p te d  th e  
g o v e rn m en t in  th is  d irec tio n ; 1) C h an g es  o f  C h a irm en  o f  S L O R C : In  1992, C h a irm an  
G en. S aw  M a u n g  w a s  re p la c e d  by  G en . T h an  S hw e w h o  w as se e n  m o re  p ra g m a tic  th an  
h is  p re d e c e sso r, b r in g in g  in  m an y  re fo rm s w ere  b ro u g h t, a m o n g  w h ich , “ p e rh ap s  the  
m o s t u n e x p e c te d  o f  a ll ,” w as  a  u n ila te ra l h a lt to  all T atm adaw  o ffe n s iv e s  ag a in s t a rm ed  
e th n ic  m in o rity  fo rc e s .25 2) E s ta b lish m e n t o f  th e  N a tio n a l C o n v en tio n : In  1993 the  
co n v e n tio n  s ta r te d  to  d isc u ss  th e  b asic  p rin c ip le s  to  be  u sed  in  d ra ftin g  th e  n ew  
c o n s t i tu t io n 26 in  w h ic h  N L D  rep re sen ta tiv es  w ere  in c lu d ed  u n til 1995. T h e  s ta rt w as 
s ig n ific an t fo r  th e  m ilita ry  b ecau se  it en su red  th a t th e  m ilita ry  w o u ld  m a in ta in  p o litica l

25 S m ith , Burma p425
26 “National Convention ” handbook, handed to press representative in February, 2005 by 

In fo rm a tion  M in is try . A fte r  N L D  stopped partic ipa ting , the N ationa l C onvention  was adjourned in 1996. 
W ith  the in te rva l o f  8 years, it was reconvened again on 17 M a y  2004 w ith o u t the partic ipa tion  o f  N L D  
and is co n tinu ing  t i l l  now . N e x t session is lik e ly  to be held at the end o f  2006.
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co n tro l in  th e  g o v e rn m e n t, b rin g in g  m o re  co n fid en ce  in  th e  le ad e rsh ip . 3) T h e  reg im e  
b ecam e  m o re  o u tw a rd  lo o k in g : It w as n o w  h o p e fu l to  a ttra c t m o re  fo re ig n  in v estm en t 
an d  m o re  to u ris ts  to  M y a n m a r (1 9 9 6  w as d e s ig n a te d  “V is it  M y a n m a r Y e a r”). T he 
reg im e  a p p lie d  fo r A S E A N  m e m b ersh ip  in  1996.

A s a re su lt, th e  g o v e rn m e n t re lax ed  reg u la tio n s  w h ic h  e n a b le d  n e w  p riv a te  
p u b lic a tio n s  to  em erg e . T h ey  w ere  c la ss ified  as p riv a te , b u t th e  o w n e rsh ip  w as e ith e r 
d irec tly  o r  c lo se ly  lin k ed  to  th e  m ilita ry , i.e ., th e  p e rm it fo r p u b lic a tio n  w as issu ed  in  the 
n am e o f  a  m ilita ry  u n it o r  h ig h  m ilita ry  p e rso n n e l an d  th e  s ta f f  w rite rs  w ere  e ith e r a  m ix  
or p u re ly  p riv a te  c itizen s . In  o th e r w o rd s , th ese  p riv a te  p u b lic a tio n s  w ere  jo in t  v en tu res 
o f  m ilita ry  an d  c iv ilian s . O th e rw ise  it s till rem a in e d  d iff icu lt fo r a  p u re ly  p riv a te  en tity  
o r  in d iv id u a l to  rece iv e  a  p u b lish in g  pe rm it. T h e  re se a rch  fo u n d  th a t th e  in itia l n ew ly  
em erg ed  p r iv a te  p u b lic a tio n s  w ere  m o re  c lo se ly  re la te d  to  In fo rm a tio n  M in is try  o r 
M ilita ry  P ro d u c tio n  S e rv ice , w h ich  b e lo n g ed  to  D e fen ce  S e rv ice  u n d e r  D irec to ra te  o f  
P u b lic  R e la tio n s  o f  th e  A rm y  an d  n o t M ilita ry  In te llig en ce .

In  1995, th e  In fo rm a tio n  M in is try  s ta rted  a  w e e k ly  jo u rn a l c a lled  N a i Ngan Dagar 
(International News), w h ic h  in c lu d ed  n ew s tra n s la te d  fro m  fo re ig n  n e w sp a p e rs  and  
m a g a z in e .27 Hliat Ta Pyat (Snap), a w eek ly  jo u rn a l e s ta b lish e d  in  1996, w as  p u b lish ed  
by  C ol. T in  T h a n  O o , C h ie f  o f  M y a w a d y  T e le v is io n  an d  ed ite d  b y  M aj. M y a  T h an  San 
from  M y a w a d y  M e d ia  P ro d u c tio n  F o rce . (M y aw ad y  T e le v is io n  w as th e  f irs t an d  on ly  
te le v is io n  m a n a g e d  b y  th e  M ilita ry  B ro ad cas tin g  P ro d u c tio n  U n it o f  th e  D e fen ce  
S erv ice , e s ta b lish e d  in  1995 .) In  1997, Yadnar Bon N e w sp a p e r  w as  la u n c h e d  in  
M an d a lay  re g io n  o n ly , p u b lish e d  an d  ed ited  by  M ilita ry  M ed ia  P ro d u c tio n  F o rce . S am e 
year, a n o th e r  e n te r ta in m e n t n ew s, Popular Weekly Journal, w as s ta rted  by  a  d au g h te r  o f  
S ec re ta ry  3 o f  S L O R C  B rig  G en . W in  M yin t.

4.5.2 Military Intelligence’s Late Start
M ilita ry  In te ll ig e n c e ’s in v o lv e m e n t in  d irec t o w n e rsh ip  o f  p u b lic a tio n  cam e later. 

It w as  o n ly  1998, E c o n o m ic  R esea rch  U n it o f  M ilita ry  In te llig e n c e  27 28 s ta rted  
p u b lish in g  tw o  e c o n o m ic  re la te d  jo u rn a ls , The International Economic Weekly Journal,

27 The in fo rm a tio n  fo r the recent m edia ’ s h is to ry  presented in th is  chapter was gathered from  a 
com bina tion  o f  the fo llo w in g  sources: Living Color Magazines (2001-2004), Magnificent Myanmar 
(1988-2003), Myanmar Encyclopedia 2003/2004 and in terv iew s w ith  ed itors and reporters o f  the jou rna ls  
in Yangon, Decem ber 2005.

28 See C hapter T w o  fo r details o f  functions o f  E conom ic Research U n it.
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which carried foreign economic news translated from international newspapers and 
magazines into Myanmar language, edited by Aung Aye, a former Burma Communist 
Party member, and Myanmar Morning Post, a weekly journal in Chinese language, 
edited by Aung Win, Honorary Chairman of Myanmar Guandong Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry.29

Since around 2000, the military government unofficially encouraged each 
department and ministry to generate their own income in the name of Departmental 
Welfare Programme, which was discussed in the previous chapter. Military Intelligence 
made headway in establishing private journals since this time. They were published by 
high-ranking officers from Military Intelligence. In most cases, the publishing license 
was in the name of Military Intelligence officers, but the investment came from private 
entities. Thus, the journals were privately owned but controlled by Military Intelligence.

There were several reasons for their involvement in private sector publishing. First, 
after years of controlling the domestic media, Military Intelligence had good contacts 
with journalists and editors who were looking to have their own outlets. Second, the 
media market had significant revenue potential30, and presented a potentially lucrative 
investment opportunity for Military Intelligence officers. Third, by penetrating the 
private publishing sector, Military Intelligence could closely monitor potential threats to 
the regime. For example, it was commonly assumed that many of the underground 
members of the Burma Communist Party were active in media and publishing sector.
The following is a list of new private publications established by Military Intelligence 
after 2000:

1) Interview Journal, published by Military Intelligence Unit No.7 in 2000. The 
content focused of pop culture, movie stars, music and literature of Myanmar. 
Circulation was about 10,000. (Currently still publishing. After Military 
Intelligence was disbanded, the ownership was transferred to elsewhere)

29 B o th  were term inated w hen M ili ta ry  In te lligence  was disbanded.
30 In  M yanm ar the lite racy rate is quite h igh even in com parison w ith  A sian  and w o rld  

s tandard(A du lt lite ra cy  rate o f  2002 fo r w om en is 81% , men 89%  whereas A s ia  w om en 66% , men 82%, 
w o rld  w om en 75% , men 86% , accord ing to Earth Trends 2003 accessed on 17 M a r 2006 at 
h ttp ://e a rth tre n d s .w ri.o rg /p d f_ lib ra ry /co u n try_ p ro file s /p o p _ cou _ 1 0 4 .p d f). Because there had been so few  
publica tions, the p u b lic  had hunger fo r new publications.

http://earthtrends.wri.org/pdf_library/country_profiles/pop_cou_104.pdf
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2) M a h a r J o u rn a l  formerly H lia t Ta P ya t(S n ap), published by Myawady 
Production Unit. In 2000, it was renamed M a h a r jo u rn a l ', with the support of 
Deputy Chief of Military Intelligence, Maj Gen.Kyaw Win who regularly 
contributed articles. The journal reports on Myanmar artists and movie stars. 
Circulation was around 3,000. (Currently still running, ownership transferred)

3) 7 D a y , established in 2002, published by Brig. Gen. Thaung Tun, former 
Head of Counter Intelligence Department who also acted as liaison officer 
between the government and Aung San Kyi. 7 Day carried economic 
information and was considered very successful. Circulation was around
20,000. (Currently publishing, ownership transferred)

4) พนท T har N u (The P a r  to  tic ) , established by National Intelligence Bureau in 
2002. (On the journal name of publisher/editor or office address was not 
printed.) It reported on Myanmar politics, “with negative views toward 
America and pro-democratic activities”. 31 Circulation was not known. 
(Terminated when Military Intelligence was disbanded )

5) Super, launched in 2002, as a second journal published by NIB. The content 
focused on popular culture, entertainment news journal. Circulation not known, 
but it was considered unpopular in the market.32 (Currently terminated)

6) M ae S h oo  Tai (the T orch), also established in 2002 by Military Intelligence 
Unit No. 6. The Editor-in-Chief was Ma Ei, a former cadre of Burma 
Communist Party who surrendered in 1992. This journal, which focused 
primarily on sports, ceased publication after several issues. (Currently 
terminated)

31 A u th o r ’ s in te rv ie w  w ith  an ed ito r o f  a private  pub lica tion , in  Y angon, February 2006.
32 Same as above
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4.6 Myanmar Times -  Value Clash with the Tatmadaw

In addition to the six publications as described as above, two more publications 
were launched in 2000 and 2001. They were not published directly by Military 
Intelligence, however, they were considered symbolic of the power of Military 
Intelligence at its height. They were the M yan m ar T im es, a weekly a weekly English 
news journal published by Myanmar Consolidated Media Ltd. CEO. The editor was 
Ross Dunkley, an Australian joumalist/entrepreneur. The Deputy CEO was บ Sonny 
Swe, the son of Brig Gen.Thein Swe, Head of External Affairs Department of Military 
Intelligence. Its Myanmar language version was launched in the following year.

4.6.1 New phenomenon in Myanmar9ร Domestic Media
M yan m ar T im es  was a new phenomenon in the military-controlled media world in 

Myanmar where there was a clear division between domestic media which was 
supposedly working as a mouthpiece of the government and international media which 
could not even enter the country unless permitted under strict regulation or smuggle 
themselves in as unaccredited tourists. M yan m ar T im es  was both domestic and 
international. Domestic, because its base was in Yangon; international because it was a 
joint venture between Myanmar and Australian investment. Among the many 
publications established since late 1990’ร, M yan m ar T im es  was the only journal 
permitted to publish in English language. The primary targeted readership was the 
expatriate community including foreign diplomats, businessmen and visitors and 
educated and comparatively wealthy Myanmar citizens who worked in foreign 
embassies, foreign companies or living in exile.

Why the experiment? Journalist Roger Mitton wrote about the thoughts of 
Military Intelligence senior officers behind the inception of M ya n m a r T im es  in February 
2000, just before its launch; “Thein Swe and Hla Min (then Head and Deputy Head of 
Exterior Affairs Department of Military Intelligence) have been quietly fuming over the 
way the nation’s flagship paper, the Stalinist N ew  L igh t o f  M yan m ar, undermines their 
efforts to win greater international acceptance for Yangon’s point of view. So they 
authorized the launch of a new paper, The M yan m ar T im es a n d  B u sin ess Weekly, as part 
of a radical attempt to revamp the regime’s image. The move represents a daring and
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risky internal power play by that consummate survivor Khin Nyunt. Launching The 
M yan m ar T im es  is flagrantly against the wishes of the hardliners and could come back 
to scorch him.” 33

Mitton revealed in this article that The M yan m ar T im es  would not ask for a license 
from the Ministry of Information required for publishing newspaper. Instead, Thein Swe 
explained to Mitton that “it will be ajournai, not a paper”. In a newsletter of 4 February 
2000, edited by Hla Min reprinted an article posted on the internet that referred to the 
N ew  L igh t o f  M yan m ar  carrying “ articles and cartoons on the NLD [that] are so vicious 
that people reading them cannot go past the vitriol to get at any grains of truth.” Further, 
the article states: “The high authority may think it is not necessary, but in the modem 
world there is a need to give a good impression”. 34 The two high ranking officers, Brig 
Gen.Thein Swe and Col Hla Min were in charge of international relations. These 
officers, who became the contact point between the military regime and the outside 
world, were concerned about making “a good impression”.

The M ya n m a r T im es  was published by a private company called Myanmar 
Consolidated Media (MCM). It was a joint venture with a 51/49 split in favour of the 
Myanmar partners. Thein Swe became the publisher for the paper. The CEO of the 
company and Editor-in-Chief of the journal was Ross Dunkley, who previously worked 
as a journalist, editor and publisher in his native Australia, then in 1991 launched the 
Vietnam  In vestm en t R ev iew  in Vietnam. His deputy CEO was บ Sonny Swe, the son of 
Thein Swe.35 Sonny Swe’s wife Yamin Htin Aung was also a shareholder of MCM.

In an interview with a French magazine, Dunkley admitted he had persuaded the 
military regime by appealing to their concerns over making a positive impression.
“Your international image is not so good. Times are changing and I think it is in your 
interests to allow me to set-up here”. Khin Nyunt apparently agreed with him. “In the 
end I think that General Khin Nyunt who would have given the final approval, realized 
that there was little downside in allowing a foreigner to be involved in a media

33 Roger M itto n , Asiaweek, 18 February 2000, V o l. 26 N o .6
34 Ib id .

35 T he in  Swe was a senior m ilita ry  In te lligence  o ffic e r (A ir  Force) and was B rig . Gen. at the tim e 
o f  detention in O ctober 2004. He had been one o f  the mem bers o f  the Board o f  S cru tiny  tha t contro lled  
M ili ta ry  M édias and period ica l productions.
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partnership here.” Dunkley arranged a special censorship deal in which Military 
Intelligence would do the censoring instead of Press Scrutiny Board that belonged to 
Ministry of Home Affairs. 36

4.6.2 Special Censorship Deal
In Myanmar, the normal practice for any print media was that their publications 

had to be censored by the Press Scrutiny Board that comes under Ministry of Home 
Affairs. But the special censorship deal Dunkley had made with Military Intelligence 
was to bypass this normal censorship process. According to Steve Finch, who worked at 
Myanmar Times as business editor, Myanmar Times was the only publication which 
received the special treatment.37 Thein Swe, the paper’s publisher, whose son was one 
of the owners of the newspaper, was in charge of the censorship. It was another example 
of blatant cronyism of Military Intelligence.

This is how the censorship worked. Myanmar Times was published weekly and all 
the articles were sent to Military Intelligence office by fax in the evening, around 6 or 7 
pm at the latest on Friday. If a story was judged too negative for the good image of 
Myanmar, the censorship would make it appear less negative. Sometimes, a whole story 
would be taken out. In the English version, it was required to submit all headlines, 
layout, body of stories and photo captions of the front page, but with the rest of pages, 
only body of stories. By-lines were not required to be submitted, leading reporters to 
feel that they were “protected” because Military Intelligence side would not know who 
wrote the sensitive story. In the business section, weekly about seven or eight stories 
were reported. Some week no stories were taken out by the censorship, while in other 
weeks a few would be cut. The paper “usually assumes some would be cut, so they 
would prepare a few more than actually needed.” 38 What were too sensitive to write in 
the news? For instance in business section, Finch recalled that “direct mentioning of the 
word ‘crisis’ of banking crisis would not pass the censorship, but if one writes ‘Deposit 
went up since February 2003’, readers would know ‘February 2003’ meant banking

36 La vie des médias1 on h ttp ://w w w .fa its -e t-p ro je c ts .co m /B irm a n ie _ V ie _m e d ia s_G B .h tm , 5 
accessed on 25 January 2006. Press S cru tiny Board was transferred fro m  M in is try  o f  In fo rm a tio n  to 
M in is try  o f  H om e A ffa irs  in 1970. A fte r M ili ta ry  In te lligence  was disbanded, SPDC established Press 
S cru tiny and R egistra tion  D iv is io n  back to  M in is try  o f  In fo rm a tion  in A p r il 2005.

37 A u th o r ’ s in te rv ie w  w ith  Steve F inch who w orked fo r Myanmar Times (business section) from  
June 2003 to  D ecem ber 2004, conducted on 21 January 2006.

38 In te rv ie w  w ith  F inch

http://www.faits-et-projects.com/Birmanie_Vie_medias_GB.htm
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c r is is .” In fla tio n  w as a n o th e r  sen sitiv e  issue. A t th e  h e ig h t o f  in fla tio n , rep o rtin g  abou t 
it w o u ld  n o t p a ss , b u t a fte r  its p eak  p assed , it w as p a ssab le  to  w rite  “ in fla tio n  w as 
d ec reas in g ; in d ic a tio n s  su g g est th e  ra te  a ro u n d  60% , b u t it is lo w e r th an  p re v io u s .” 39

T h ere  w ere  no  c le a r  c e n so rsh ip  g u id e lin es , w h ic h  m ad e  it d if f ic u lt fo r jo u rn a lis ts , 
e sp ec ia lly  fo re ig n  jo u rn a lis ts  to  u n d e rs tan d  w h y  so m e  s to rie s  w o u ld  go  th ro u g h  
c e n so rsh ip  an d  so m e  o th e rs  no t. S ocia l p ro b lem s su ch  as d o m e s tic  v io le n c e  o r m en ta l 
d e p re ss io n  w ere  a llo w e d , w h e rea s  s to ries  ab o u t p ie rced  ea rs  a m o n g  y o u n g  m en  o r an  
in c id en t o f  s to le n  sh o es  o f  a  y o u n g  co u p le  a t S h w ed ag o n  P a g o d a  w e re  n o t p e rm itted . 
O th e r so c ia l to p ic s , su ch  as te a c h e r’s can in g  at sch o o l w ere  O K  b u t ed u c a tio n  fo r the  
d isab led  w as no t. In  th e  so c ia lite  sec tio n  in  w h ich  m an y  p ic tu re s  o f  p e o p le  appear, 
p h o to g rap h s  w ere  n o t p e rm itte d  o f  an y o n e  ac tiv e ly  in v o lv e d  in  p o litic s , in te r-rac ia l 
m arried  c o u p le s , M y a n m a r w o m a n  w ith  a lco h o l in  h e r h an d  o r in  re v e a lin g  c lo th es , and  
an y o n e  p h y s ic a lly  to o  u n a ttrac tiv e . “N o  e x p lan a tio n  w as g iv en  as a s to ry  o r a 
p h o to g ra p h  w as tu rn e d  d o w n . It w as q u ite  b iza rre  an d  d iff ic u lt so m e tim e s  to  
co m p re h e n d  th e ir  s ta n d a rd  o f  c e n so rsh ip ” . 40 B u t fo r  M ilita ry  In te llig e n c e , a ll th ese  
w ere  in  a  b id  to  p ro je c t  “ g o o d  im a g e ” o f  th e  coun try .

4.6.3 Posing a Value Threat
D esp ite  th e  c e n so rsh ip , The M yan am ar T im es m a n ag ed  to  p u b lish  “ fa irly  s tra ig h t 

co v e rag e  o f  th e  o n g o in g  ta lk s  b e tw een  A u n g  S an  รนน K yi an d  m e m b e rs  o f  th e  ru lin g  
ju n ta . O n  o ccas io n , รนน K y i’s p ic tu re  ev en  a p p ea red  on  th e  in s id e  p a g e s  o f  th e  p a p e r ,” 

w ro te  L in  N e u m a n n  in  2 0 0 2 . T h e  M yan m ar T im es  w as  “ a lso  th e  o n ly  lo ca l p a p e r to  
hav e  m e n tio n e d  re c e n t re lea se s  o f  p o litic a l p riso n e rs  an d  to  h av e  n o te d  th a t  th e  IL O  
recen tly  ac c u se d  th e  B u rm e se  m ilita ry  o f  u s in g  fo rced  la b o r in  ru ra l a re a s .” 41 It a lso  
ca rried  p h o to g ra p h s  o f  U .N . E n v o y  T an  Sri R aza li on  h is  v is its  to  M y a n m a r w h ich  
w o u ld  n e v e r  a p p e a r  in  N ew  L ig h t o f  M yanm ar.

A llo w in g  th e se  s to rie s  an d  p h o to g rap h s  p u b lish e d  o n ly  o n  th e  M ya n m a r Tim es 
w as in  i ts e lf  a  s ta te m e n t o f  M ilita ry  In te llig en ce . T o  th e  w e s te rn  fo re ig n  ex p a tria te s  w ho  
su b sc rib e  an d  read  th e  p ap e r, it m ean t th a t M yan m ar T im es  c o n s id e re d  issu es  su ch  as 
p o litica l ta lk s  w ith  รนน K yi o r  R aza li, o r co n ce rn s  o f  th e  in te rn a tio n a l c o m m u n ity  m ore

ฬ  In te rv ie w  w ith  F in c h

40 A u t h o r ’ s in te rv ie w  w ith  a n o th e r fo rm e r fo re ig n  re p o rte r fo r  M y a n m a r  T im e s ,  J a n u a ry  2 0 0 6

41 L i n  N e u m a n n , T h e  S u r v iv a l  o f  B u r m e s e  J o u rn a lism ',  V o lu m e  V I ,  N o . l  W in te r  2 0 0 2
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se rio u s ly  th a n  th e  re s t o f  th e  o ffic ia l p ap e rs . T o  th e  loca l jo u rn a lis ts  w h o  w rite  fo r o th e r 
p riv a te  p a p e rs  (m an y  o f  w h o m  fro w n ed  a t M yan m ar T im es  fo r its  d eg re e  o f  freed o m  to 
w rite ), it m e a n t th a t M ya n m a r T im es en jo y ed  th e  g iv en  p re ro g a tiv e  b y  M ilita ry  
In te llig en ce . T o  th e  re s t o f  th e  T atm adaw  lead e rsh ip , it w as a  c le a r  s ta te m e n t th a t 
M ilita ry  In te llig e n c e  h e ld  v a lu e s  d iffe ren t fro m  th e  re s t o f  th e  T atm adaw  an d  th a t 
M ilita ry  In te llig e n c e  w as n o t fo llo w in g  th e  o ffic ia l g u id e lin e , w h ic h  u su a lly  ap p ea rs  on  
th e  N ew  L igh t o f  M yan m ar. B y  sh o w in g  v isu a lly  th e  d iffe re n t v a lu e s  n o t in  co n fo rm ity  
w ith  the  re s t o f  th e  T a tm a d a w , M ilita ry  In te llig en ce  p o sed  a  v a lu e  th re a t to  the  
lead e rsh ip . It w as  a lso  p o ss ib le  th a t th e  M yan m ar T im es  p re se n te d  th e  au to n o m y  
M ilita ry  In te llig e n c e  en jo y ed . M yan m ar T im es  w as  a  case  fo r  n e w  v a lu e s  c la sh in g  w ith  
th a t o f  th e  T atm adaw  lead e rsh ip .

M yan m ar T im es  w as  a  m o n o p o ly  by  M ilita ry  In te llig en ce  o f  an  E n g lish  jo u rn a l 
w h ic h  w as d o in g  w e ll f in an c ia lly . T he p a p e r ’s s ta f f  an d  c irc u la tio n  g rew . T h e  size  o f  
the  s ta f f  in c re a se d  fro m  tw e n ty  to  a lm o st th ree  h u n d red  in  2 0 0 4 , an d  a  n e w  M an d a lay  
o ffice  w as o p e n e d  w ith  ab o u t fo rty  p e r s o n n e l .42 C irc u la tio n  g re w  to  o v e r 10 ,000  in  
E n g lish  an d  15 ,000  in  M y a n m a r lan g u ag e . B ecau se  it w as th e  o n ly  E n g lish  w eek ly  
n ew sp ap e r, w ith  fo re ig n  jo u rn a lis ts  rep o rtin g  in  n a tiv e  E n g lish  la n g u ag e  an d  p rin ted  on  
g o o d  q u a lity  p a p e r  w ith  co lo rfu l p h o to g rap h s , it so ld  w e ll d e sp ite  th e  p rice  w h ic h  w as 
tw o  U S  d o lla rs  p e r  co p y . It w as  ex p en siv e  fo r M y a n m a r g en e ra l p u b lic  b u t n o t so for 
th e  fo re ig n  e x p a tr ia te  c o m m u n ity  w h en  th e  o n ly  o th e r E n g lish  c o m p e tito r  w as th e  sta te- 
o w n ed  N ew  L ig h t o f  M yan m ar.

T h ere  is v e ry  little  in fo rm a tio n  av a ilab le  on  th e  lev e l o f  p ro f it  g e n e ra ted  fo r the  
co m p an y  M C M  o r fo r  M ilita ry  In te llig en ce  d irec tly  o r in d irec tly . B u t th e  fac t th a t the 
m o n th ly  sa la ry  fo r M y a n m a r n a tio n a l rep o rte r  w as  s ix ty -tw o  U S D  to  s ta rt, w h ereas  
e d ito r  leve l re c e iv e d  a ro u n d  fo u r h u n d red  U S D , M yan m ar T im es  w as  p ro b a b ly  
g en e ra tin g  c o n s id e ra b le  p ro fit fro m  su b sc rip tio n , sa les  an d  a d v e rtise m e n t, th u s  se rv in g  
M ilita ry  In te llig e n c e  tw o  p u rp o se s ; s tra teg ica lly  by  p ro je c tio n  o f  b e tte r  im ag e  o f  the  
m ilita ry  reg im e  an d  th e  c o u n try  an d  co m m erc ia lly  by  g en e ra tin g  p ro fit.

42 D u n k le y  in  L a  v ie  d e s  m é d ia s
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4.7 Conclusion

M ilita ry  In te llig e n c e  o ffice rs  su ch  as T h e in  S w e an d  H la  M in , w h o  read  fo re ign  
n ew sp ap e rs  an d  m a g a z in e s  an d  an a ly zed  the  w o rld  p e rc e p tio n s  o f  th e  reg im e  daily , 
m u st h av e  b een  fru s tra te d  w ith  th e  im age th e ir  o w n  m e d ia  p ro jec ted . T h e in  S w e once  
a d m itted  th a t th e ir  “ re p o rte rs  are n o t as w ell tra in e d  as o th e r c o u n tr ie s”  an d  th a t som e 
sh o u ld  be tra in e d  to  a tta in  in te rn a tio n a l s ta n d a rd .43 D u n k ley  h a d  c o n d u c te d  a  tra in in g  
co u rse  in te rn a lly , b rin g in g  a  u n iv e rs ity  le c tu re r  fro m  A u s t r a l ia .44 E v e n  i f  th e ir  h opes 
fo r fo s te rin g  b e tte r- tra in e d  jo u rn a lis ts  w ere  g en u in e , as lo n g  as th e  r ig id  m ilita ry  system  
stays it w ill n o t a llo w  jo u rn a lis ts  to  m ake use  o f  th e ir  tra in e d  sk ills  fully .

F o r K h in  N y u n t, M ya n m a r T im es  w as a k ey  p a rt o f  th e  s tra te g y  to  reh ab ilita te  the  
g o v e rn m e n t’s “ b a tte re d  in te rn a tio n a l im a g e ” , sa id  B ertil L in tn e r .45 T h e  m a in  o b jec tiv e  
o f  th e  p a p e r  w as  to  m in im iz e  th e  n eg a tiv e  in te rn a tio n a l im ag e . H o w e v e r , b y  p u b lish in g  
p ic tu re s  o f  p o litic a l f ig u re  su ch  as A u n g  S an  รนน K yi o r  s to rie s  w h ic h  w o u ld  n ev er 
ap p ea r o n  o th e r  n e w sp a p e rs , M ilita ry  In te llig en ce  c h a lle n g e d  th e  v a lu e s  o f  th e  
T atam adaw . K h in  N y u n t an d  M ilita ry  In te llig en ce  g en era ls  sh o w ed  o v e rco n fid en ce  to  
th e  ex te n t th a t M ilita ry  In te llig en ce  o v e rro d e  th e  ru le s  w ith in  th e  m ilita ry , m ak in g  the  
M yan m ar T im es  an  e x c e p tio n a l case  th a t it w as n o t n e c e ssa ry  fo r th e  p a p e r  to  go 
th ro u g h  th e  n o rm a l re q u ire d  p ro ced u re  o f  c en so rsh ip . T h e in  S w e c o n d u c te d  the 
c e n so rsh ip  o f  th e  p a p e r  h is  so n  o w n ed . M ilita ry  In te llig en ce  a p p e a re d  to  m o n o p o liz e  the  
c o m m erc ia l su ccess  o f  th e  o n ly  E n g lish  n e w sp a p e r (ap a rt fro m  th e  s ta te  o w n e d  N ew  
L igh t o f  M ya n m a r) th a t h ad  no  o th e r co m p e tito rs .

T h u s, th e  M ya n m a r T im es  b ecam e  th e  sy m b o l o f  th e  “w e -c a n -d o -w h a te v e r-w e -  
th in k -is -r ig h t” a ttitu d e  o f  M ilita ry  In te llig en ce . T h e  n ew  se t o f  v a lu e s , p re se n te d  by  the 
M yan m ar Tim es, w as  p e rc e iv e d  as a  th rea t to  th e  o ld  v a lu es  o f  th e  T atm adaw , w h ich  
u p h e ld  th e  co h e re n c e  o f  th e  u n ity  and  th e  co m m an d  stru c tu re . T h e  T atm adaw  fo rce fu lly  
in te rv en ed  to  c ru sh  th e  th rea t.

W h en  K h in  N y u n t w as sack ed , the  m ilita ry  d e ta in ed  T h e in  S w e an d  sen ten ced  
h im  to  m o re  th an  o n e  h u n d re d  y ears  in  p riso n  in  N o v em b er. T h e  so n  S o n n y  S w e w as 
a lso  c a p tu red  an d  d e ta in e d  in  la te  N o v e m b e r 2 0 0 4  an d  re c e iv e d  a p r iso n  sen ten ce  o f  14

43 P e rs o n a l c o m m u n ic a t io n , Y a n g o n ,  2 0 0 4 .

44 D u n k le y ,  q u o te d  in  I n te r n a t io n a l  r e p o r ts :  M y a n m a r  2 0 0 3 ,  a cc e sse d  at 

h ttp :/ / w w w .in te rn a tio n a lre p o rts .n e t/ a s ia p a c ific/ m y a n m a r/ 2 0 0 3 / ya n g o n .h tm  o n  5 F e b ru a r y  2 0 0 6

45 Q u o te d  in  L in  N e u m a n n ’ s T h e  S u r v iv a l  o f  B u r m e s e  J o u r n a l is m

http://www.internationalreports.net/asiapacific/myanmar/2003/yangon.htm
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years. H is  ch a rg e  w as re p o rte d ly  th a t the  M yan m ar T im es  c irc u m v e n te d  re g u la r  sc ru tin y  
from  the  P re ss  S c ru tin y  B o ard . T h e  M yan m ar T im es still p u b lish e s  w eek ly , b u t the  
51 %  sh ares S o n n y  S w e h ad  (fo llo w in g  h is  a rres t, su cceed ed  b y  h is  w ife  Y a m in  H tin  
A u n g ) w ere  to  be  so ld  to  a n o th e r in d iv id u a l re p o rted ly  c lo se  to  th e  in c u m b e n t 
In fo rm a tio n  M in is te r .

T h e  p o w e r o f  in fo rm a tio n  K h in  N y u n t and  M ilita ry  In te llig e n c e , th u s , b ecam e  a 
so u rce  o f  w eak n ess . It c h a lle n g e d  th e  T atm adaw  by p re se n tin g  th e  v ie w s  th a t c lashed  
w ith  th e  m ilita ry  v a lu es . It a lso  m ad e  K h in  N y u n t th e  m o s t h ig h -p ro f ile d  gen era l in  the 
Tatm adaw , w h ich  d o m e stic a lly  d id  n o t serve  h im  any  g o o d  b u t m o re  lik e ly  cau sed  
d e sp ise  o r  ad d ed  an tag o n ism  ag a in s t h im  in th e  m ilita ry  c irc le . S en io r o ffic ia ls  such  as 
T h e in  S w e w ere  d r iv e n  fo r b la ta n t c ro n y ism  and  lo s t th e m se lv e s  in  th e  fo rtu n e  th e ir  
n ew ly  fo u n d  m e d ia  b u s in e ss  b ro u g h t in. T h e ir  su ccess , ag a in , in v ited  its  o w n  dem ise .
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