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# # 6280045022 : MAJOR HISTORY

KEYWORD:
Seubsaisiam Choosiri : FORGOTTEN WARRIORS: A STUDY OF THAI MERCENARIES IN
THE SECRET WAR IN LAOS THROUGH SAYUMPHU THOTSAPHON'S DOCUMENTARY
NOVELS, 1973 - 1976. Advisor: Asst. Prof. THIBODI BUAKAMSRI, Ph.D.

This thesis aims to study Thai mercenaries in the Secret War in Laos, also known as
Laotian Civil War, described in documentary novels by Prajim Wongsuwan (under the
pseudonym of Sayumphu Thotsaphon) by focusing on three different depictions of the

mercenaries presented in Sayumphu’s works: heroes, victims, and commoners.

This thesis proposes that perceptions of the Thai mercenaries participated in the
Secret War in Laos adopted by the Thai society are rather vague and negative as a result of the
Thai government’s desire to conceal mercenaries’ identities so as not to violate the
international agreement on the neutrality of Laos. Meanwhile, more attention from the Thai
society has been devoted to praising Thai soldiers in the Vietnam War because their identities
were not concealed. Thus, to evoke in the Thai society the memories and existence of the
Thai mercenaries in Laos, Sayumphu revealed their stories to the wider public and promoted
improved portrayals of the mercenaries by regarding them as heroes who bravely fought for
their country instead of soldiers of fortune hired by the Americans to wage war as commonly
understood by the society. Sayumphu also suggested that the Thai mercenaries in the Secret
War in Laos were victims of not only the war but also subjugation by both Thai and American
commanders. Nonetheless, Sayumphu did not deny that the mercenaries participation in the
war was motivated by financial gain since they were commoners, who possessed the same

needs as did other human beings.

Field of Study: History Student's Signature ......ccccoeveniriennee,

Academic Year: 2022 Advisor's Signature ........ccoccevernienne.
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