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## 4386147234  : MAJOR LAWS

KEYWORD: PUBLIC SECTOR’S ELECTRONIC TRANSACTION / CUSTOMS PROCEDURE / IMPORT /

EXPORT / ELECTRONIC TRANSACTION ACT
JUKKRIT NGAMKHUM : LEGAL PROBLEMS OF PUBLIC SECTOR’S ELECTRONIC
TRANSACTION : A STUDY OF CUSTOMS PROCEDURE OF IMPORTATION AND
EXPORTATION OF GOODS. THESIS ADVISOR: ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR
ORABHUND PANUSPATTHNA, THESIS COADVISOR : KRITTIKA PANPRASERT,

218 PP. ISBN 974-17-4461-7

The purpose of this thesis is to study legal problems on the use of electronic transaction in public
sector for seeking the guidance for using electronic transaction in any government authorities offices. The
guidance will promote the efficiency and provide the whole process of the use of electronic transaction . The
study methods were documentation analysis, questionnaires and interview. In studying and preparing this
thesis, the case study is limited to only the use of electronic transaction in the Custom Department and any
relevant problems incurred.

The study shows that although the Electronic Transaction Act of B.E. 2544 (2001) (“Act”) became
in force and Section 35 thereof provides a certain provision stipulating that the use of electronic transaction
in public sector must be in compliance with the Act and any regulations or the Royal Decree to be issued,
there is a problem incurred. This is because, currently, there is no any regulation or the Royal Decree
providing the procedure of the use of electronic transaction in public sector be yet issued pursuant to the
Act. This causes the uncertainty for private sector in dealing with the government authorities via electronic
transaction as to whether the business dealt with the government authorities via electronic transaction is
binding, lawful, valid and enforceable. As a consequence of which, there is inefficiency in using electronic
transaction in public sector as well as there 1s no certain procedure for the same. As this thesis limited its
study to only the use of electronic transaction in the Custom Department and any relevant problems
incurred, this study also shows another problem of the use of electronic transaction in such authority. The
problems'includes the liabilities under the Custom Act of BE 2469 (1926), the security system in keeping
and maintaining the information, the ability of both public and private sectors in handling and dealing with

the electronic transaction and the misconduct of the government officials.

Field of study LAW Student’s signature

Academic Year 2003 ..Advisor’s signature
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2. A freight-forwarder who assembles less than carload shipments (small shipments) into carload

shipments, thus taking advantage of lower freight rates.
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Singapore “Electronic Transaction Act 1998”

Article 3 “This Act shall be construed consistently with what is commercially reasonable under the

circumstances and to give effect to the following purposes:

(a) to facilitate electronic communications by means of reliable electronic records;

(b) to facilitate electronic commerce, eliminate barriers to electronic commerce resulting from
uncertainties over writing and signature requirements, and to promote the development of the
legal and business infrastructure necessary to implement secure electronic commerce;

(c) to facilitate electronic filing of documents with government agencies and statutory corporations,
and to promote efficient delivery of government services by means of reliable electronic records;

(d) to minimise the incidence of forged electronic records, intentional and unintentional alteration of
records, and fraud in electronic commerce and other electronic transactions;

(e) to help to establish uniformity of rules, regulations and standards regarding the authentication and
integrity of electronic records; and

(f) to promote public confidence in the integrity and reliability of electronic records and electronic
commerce, and to foster the development of electronic commerce through the use of electronic

signatures to lend authenticity and integrity to correspondence in any electronic medium.”

Article 6 (4) “Paragraph (3) does not limit the ability of any person :
(a) to establish in any other way, for the purpose of satisfying the requirement
referred to in paragraph (1), the reliability of an electronic signature; or

(b) to adduce evidence of the non-reliability of an electronic signature.”

Article 17 “If, through the application of a prescribed security procedure or a commercially
reasonable security procedure agreed to by the parties involved, it can be verified that an electronic
signature was, at the time it was made-

(a) unique to the person using it;

(b) capable of identifying such person;

(c) created in a manner or using a means under the sole control of the person using it; and
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(d) linked to the electronic record to which it relates in a manner such that if the record was changed
the electronic signature would be invalidated,

such signature shall be treated as a secure electronic signature.”

Article 18 (2) “In any proceedings involving a secure electronic signature, it shall be presumed,
unless evidence to the contrary is adduced, that —

(a) the secure electronic signature is the signature of the person to whom it correlates; and

(b) the secure electronic signature was affixed by that person with the intention of signing of

approving the electronic record.”

Article 47 “(1) Any department or ministry of the Government, organ of State or statutory
corporation that, pursuant to any written law
(a) accepts the filing of documents, or requires that documents be created
or retained;
(b) issues any permit, licence or approval; or
(c) provides for the method and manner of payment,
may, notwithstanding anything to the contrary in such written law
(1) accept the filing of such documents, or the creation or retention of
such documents in the form of electronic records;
(i1) issues such permit, licence or approval in the form of electronic
records;
(iii) © 'makesuch payment in electronic form.
(2) In any case where a department or ministry of the Government, organ of
State or statutory corporation decides to perform any of the functions in subsection (1) (i), (ii) or (iii),
such agency may specify
(a) the manner and format in which such electronic records shall be filed,

created, retained or issued;
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(b) where such electronic records have to be signed, the type of electronic
signature required (including, if applicable, a requirement that a sender
use a digital signature or other secure electronic signature);

(¢) the manner and format in which such signature shall be affixed to the
electronic record, and the identity of or criteria that shall be met by any
certification authority used by the person filing the document;

(d) control processes and procedures as appropriate to ensure adequate
integrity, security and confidentiality of electronic records or payments;
and

(e) any other required attributes for electronic records or payments that are
currently specified for corresponding paper documents.

(3) Nothing in this Act shall by itself compel any department or ministry of the
Government, organ of State or statutory corporation to accept or issue any document in the form of

electronic records.”
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Singapore “Customs Act”

Article 90A ““(1) The Director-General may establish and operate a computer service and make
provision for any manifest, return, list, statement, declaration, direction, notice, permit, receipt or
other document required or authorised by this Act to be made, served or submitted by electronic
transmission (referred to in this Act as an electronic notice).

(2) A registered user may, in accordance with the regulations made under
subsection (13), make and serve an electronic notice to the computer account of the Director-General.

(3) The Director-General or any person authorised by him may, in accordance
with the regulations made under subsection (13), make and serve an electronic notice to the computer
account of a registered user.

(4) Where an electronic notice is transmitted to the computer account of the
Director-General using the authentication code assigned to a registered user —

(a) with or without the authority of the registered user; and
(b) before the notification to the Director-General by the registered user
in the prescribe manner, of cancellation of the authentication code,
that notice shall, for the purposes of this Act, be presumed to be made by the
registered user unless he adduces evidence to the contrary.

(5) Where the registered user alleges that he has transmitted no such electronic
notice referred to in subsection (4), the burden is also on him to adduce evidence of that fact.

(6) For the purposes of this Act, an‘electronic notice or a copy thereof shall
not be inadmissible in evidence merely on the basis that it was transmitted without the making or
delivery of any equivalent document or counterpart in paper form.

(7) Notwithstanding any other written law, in any proceedings under this Act,
an electronic notice or a copy thereof (including a print-out of that notice or copy) or any database
report (including a print-out of that report) relating to that notice-

(a) certified by the Director-General to contain all or any information

transmitted in accordance with this section; and
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(b) duly authenticated in the manner specified in subsection (8) or is
otherwise duly authenticated by showing that there is no material
discrepancy between the electronic notice or copy thereof certified by
the Director-General and the copy of the same electronic notice kept
by an independent record keeper appointed under any regulations
made under subsection (13),

shall be admissible as evidence of the facts stated or contained therein.

(8) For the purposes of this section, a certificate-

(a) giving the authentication code and other particulars of any user and
device (if known) involved in the production and transmission of, and
identifying the nature of, the electronic notice or copy thereof; and

(b) purporting to be signed by the Director-General or by a person
occupying a responsible position in relation to the operation of the
computer service at the relevant time,

shall be sufficient evidence that the electronic notice or copy thereof has

been duly authenticated, unless the court, in its discretion, calls for further evidence on this issue.

(9) Where an electronic notice or a copy thereof is admissible under
subsection (7), it shall be presumed, until the contrary is proved, that the contents of the electronic
notice or copy thereof have been accurately transmitted.

(10) The Director-General may, for the purpose of facilitating any electronic
transmission under this section, approve the use in any such electronic transmission of symbols,
codes, abbreviations or other notations to represent any particulars or information required under this
Act.

(11) Any officer of ¢customs or any other person employed in the
administration of this Act shall not be treated as having contravened any provision of any written law
relating to confidentiality or secrecy merely because he communicates to the independent record
keeper or his employee or permits the independent record keeper or his employee to have access to

any electronic notice or any information contained therein.
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(12) The independent record keeper, his employee and any person transmitting

an electronic notice on behalf of another person shall not divulge or disclose the contents of any

electronic notice or copy thereof without the prior written consent of the Director-General.

(13) the Minister may make regulations-

(a)

(b)

)

(d)

(e)

®

(2)

(h)

prescribing the conditions for subscription to the computer service,
including the manner in which the authentication codes are to be
assigned;

prescribing the manifests, returns, lists, statements, declarations,
directions, notices, permits, receipts or any other document which
may be transmitted through the computer service including the form
and manner in which they are to be transmitted;

for the correction of errors in or amendments to electronic notices;
prescribing the procedure for use of computer service including the
procedure in circumstances where there is a breakdown or
interruption in the service;

for the appointment of an independent record keeper to be charged
with the duty to maintain for a prescribed period a record of all the
electronic notice and transactions made through the data service
provider between the Director-General and the registered users, such
a duty to include keeping the database reports;

for the independent record keeper to produce a copy of the relevant
record pertaining to any electronic notice or a copy thereof to either
the Director-General or the registered user, whose electronic notice is
in issue, when requested by either party to doso;

for the standards of security, confidentiality, data integrity and
conduct of the computer service and for the review of the operations
and activities of the data service provider by such authority or expert
as may be prescribed; and

generally for the better provision of the computer service.”
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Article 128 “(1) Any person who —

(a)

(b)

()

(d)

(e)

®

(2

makes, orally or in writing, or signs any declarations, certificate or other
document required by this Act, which is untrue or incorrect in any particular or
which is incomplete by omitting any material particular therefrom;

makes, orally or in writing, or signs any declarations, or document made for
consideration of any officer of customs on any application presented to him,
which is untrue or incorrect in any particular or which is incomplete by omitting
any material particular therefrom;

counterfeits or falsifies, or uses, when counterfeited or falsified, any document
which is or may be required under this Act or any document used in the
transaction of any business or matter relating to customs;

being required by this Act to make a declaration of the value of dutiable goods
imported into or manufactured in Singapore for the purpose of assessment of
customs duty or excise duty, fails to make the declaration as required or makes
such declaration which is untrue or incorrect in any particular or which is
incomplete by omitting any material particular therefrom;

fraudulently alters any document, or counterfeits the seal, signature, initials or
other mark of, or used by, any officer of customs for the verification of any such
document or for the security of any goods or any other purpose in the conduct of
business relating to customs;

being required by this Act to make a declaration of dutiable goods imported,
exported or transhipped, fails to make the declaration as required; or

fails or refuses to produce a proper office of customs any document required to

be produced under section 90,

shall be guilty of an offence and shall be liable on conviction to a fine not exceeding

$10,000 or the equivalent of the exact amount of customs duty, excise duty, or tax payable whichever

is the greater or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding 12 months or to both.
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(2) When any such declaration, whether oral or written, or any such certificate or other
document as is referred to in subsection ( 1) (a) (b) (¢) and (d) has been or in part, it shall be no
defence to allege —

(a) that the declaration, certificate or other document was made or used
inadvertently or without criminal or fraudulent intent, or that the person signing
the same was not aware of or did not understand the contents of the document;
or

(b) where the declaration was made or recorded in English by interpretation from
any other language, that the declaration was misinterpreted or not fully

interpreted by any interpreter provided by the declarant.
(3) When a failure to make a declaration as referred to in subsection (1) (f) has been proved, it shall
be no defence to allege that the failure was inadvertent orwithout criminal or fraudulent intent or that it was not

known that such a declaration is required to be made.
Article 129 “(1) Any person who, being required by this Act to answer any question put to him by
any proper officer of customs, or to give any information or produce any document which may
reasonably be required of him by the officer and which it is in his power to give —

(a) refuse to answer the question or does not truly answer the question;

(b) refuse to give such information or produce such document; or

(c) furnishes as true information or document which he knows or has reason to

believe to be false,

shall be guilty of an offence and shall be liable on conviction to a fine not exceeding
$5,000 or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding 12 months or to both.

(2) When any such answer or any such information or any such document is proved to
be untrue or incorrect in whole or in part, it shall be no defence to allege that such answer or such
information or such document or any part thereof was made or furnished or produced inadvertently or
without criminal or fraudulent intent, or was misinterpreted or not fully interpreted by an interpreter
provided by the informant.

(3) Nothing in this Act shall oblige a person to answer any question which would have a

tendency to expose him to a criminal charge or to a penalty or forfeiture.”
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Article 130 A “(1) Any person who, without the authority of the Director-General —
(a) destroys, damages, erases or otherwise manipulates data stored in, or used in
connection with, a computer;
(b) introduce into, or records or stores in, a computer by any means data for the
purpose of —
(i) destroying, damaging, erasing or altering other data stored in that
computer; or
(ii) interfering with, interrupting or obstructing the lawful use of, that
computer or the data stored in that computer; or
(c) otherwise uses a computer,
the purpose or effect of which is to reduce, avoid or evade any liability to customs
duty, excise duty, or tax imposed or which would otherwise have been imposed by
this Act, or to defeat any provision of this Act, shall be guilty of an offence and
shall be liable —
(1) on the first conviction to a fine of not less than 10 times the amount of the
customs duty, excise duty, or tax or $5,000 whichever is lesser amount, and of
not more than 20 times the amount of the customs duty, excise duty, or tax or
$5,000 whichever is the greater and where the amount of customs duty or
excise duty cannot be ascertained, the penalty shall be a fine not exceeding
$5,000; and
(ii) on the second or subsequent conviction to the fine mentioned in
subparagraph (i) or to imprisonment-for a term not exceeding 2 years or to
both.
(2)In subsection (1), “data” includes'any computer program or part of a computer program
being a program, whether or not approved by the Director-General, for use in relation to the computer

service established under section 90A.”
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3. Law Concerning Electronic Signature and Certification

Services

Article 4: Accreditation

A person seeking to perform or has been performing designated certification service may receive an
accreditation from the related ministers.

2. A person seeking to receive an accreditation stipulated in the preceding paragraph shall, in
accordance with the prescriptions of the ordinance of the related ministries, file with the related
ministers an application form that states the following facts as well as other documents prescribed by

the ordinance of the related ministries:

i. the name and address, and if a organization, the name of its representative;

ii. an outline of the facilities used for the service applied for accreditation, and the method of

implementation of the service applied for accreditation.

3. When the related ministers have granted the accreditation stipulated in paragraph 1, the ministers

shall make an announcement of that fact.

Article 5: Disqualification provisions
A person to whom any of the following numbered items applies may not receive the accreditation

stipulated in paragraph 1 of the preceding article:

i. a person who has been sentenced to a penalty of imprisonment or greater (including an
equivalent penalty pursuant to the laws and regulations of a foreign country) or who has been
sentenced to a penalty pursuant to this Law and with respect to whom fewer than two years
have passed since the day on which either the enforcement of said penalty finished or the

person came to be no longer subject thereto;

ii. a person whose accreditation has been revoked pursuant to the provisions of either Article
14, paragraph 1 or Article 16, paragraph 1, and with respect to whom fewer than two years

have passed since the day of the revocation; or
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iii. an organization for whom either of the preceding numbered items applies to any director

performing the service.

Article 6: Requirements of accreditation
The related ministers shall grant an accreditation only when they find that the application for

accreditation stipulated in Article 4, paragraph 1 conforms to all of the following requirements:

i. the facilities including (hardware, and software) used for the service applied for

accreditation conform to requirements prescribed by the ordinance of the related ministries;

ii. the confirmation in the service applied for accreditation of the identity of the user is
performed through a method prescribed by the ordinance of the related ministries; and in
addition to the facts listed in the preceding numbered items, the service applied for
accreditation is performed through a method that conforms with requirements prescribed by

the ordinance of the related ministries.

2. In conducting the review for the purposes of the accreditation stipulated in Article 4, paragraph 1,
the related ministers shall, in accordance with the prescriptions of the ordinance of the related
ministries, perform on-site investigation of the system involved in the implementation of the service

applied for accreditation.

Article 9: Accreditation, etc. of changes

If an accredited certification service provider seeks to change an item stipulated in Article 4,
paragraph 2, numbered item 2 or numbered item 3, it must receive the accreditation of related
ministers. However, the foregoing shall not apply with respect to slight changes prescribed by order
of the related ministries.

2. A person seeking to receive the accreditation of change stipulated in the preceding paragraph shall,
in accordance with the prescriptions of the ordinance of the related ministries, file with the related
ministers an application form that states the facts concerning the change as well as other documents

prescribed by the ordinance of the related ministries.
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3. The provisions of Article 4, paragraph 3 and those of Article 6 shall be applied, mutatis mutandis,
to the accreditation of change provided for in paragraph 1.
4. If there is a change in a fact provided for in Article 4, paragraph 2, numbered item 1, an accredited

certification service provider shall give notice of that fact to the related ministers without delay.

Article 11: Books and records
An accredited certification service provider shall, in accordance with the prescriptions of the
ordinance of the related ministries, create and preserve books and records relating to its accredited

service.

Article 12: Proper use of information relating to the confirmation of the identity of users
An accredited certification service provider shall not use the information it learns through the
confirmation of the identity of users for its accredited service for any purpose other than those

necessary for the provision of the accredited service.

Article 14: Revocation of accreditation
If any of the following numbered items applies to an accredited certification service provider, the

related ministers may revoke such accreditation:
i. if Article 5, numbered item 1 or numbered item 3 becomes applicable;

ii. if the accredited certification service provider fails to conform to any numbered item of

Article 6, paragraph 1; or

iii. if the accredited certification service provider violates any provision of Article 9,

paragraph 1, Article 11, Article 12, or Article 13, paragraph 2; or

iv. if the accredited certification service provider receives the accreditation provided for in
Article 4, paragraph 1 or the accreditation of change stipulated in Article 9, paragraph 1

through any improper means.

2. When related ministers have revoked an accreditation pursuant to the provisions of the preceding

paragraph, they shall make an announcement of that fact.
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Article 17: Investigation by a designated investigating organization

The related ministers may have the person they designate (hereinafter referred to as "designated
investigating organization") conduct the whole or part of the investigation pursuant to the provisions
of Article 6, paragraph 2 (including cases where they are applied mutatis mutandis in Article 7,
paragraph 2 [including cases where it is applied mutatis mutandis in Article 15, paragraph 2], Article
9, paragraph 3 [including cases where it is applied mutatis mutandis in Article 15, paragraph 2], and
Article 15, paragraph 2) (hereinafter referred to, with the exception of the following section, as
"investigation").

2. If related ministers have the designated investigating organzation conduct the whole or part of the
investigation pursuant to the provisions of the preceding paragraph, they shall not conduct the whole
or part of said investigation. In this case, the related ministers shall perform an examination in
consideration of the results of the investigation that the designated investigating organization gives
notice of pursuant to the provisions of paragraph 4 for the purpose of the accreditation provided for in
Article 4, paragraph 1 or a renewal thereof, the accreditation of change provided for Article 9,
paragraph 1 (including cases where it is applied mutatis mutandis in Article 15, paragraph 2) or the
accreditation provided for in Article 15, paragraph 1 or renewal thereof.

3. When the related ministers have the designated investigating organization conduct the whole or
part of the investigation pursuant to the provisions of paragraph 1, the person seeking to receive the
accreditation provided for in Article 4, paragraph 1 or a renewal thereof, the accreditation of change
provided for Article 9, paragraph 1 (including cases where it is applied mutatis mutandis in Article
15, paragraph 2) or the accreditation stipulated in Article 15, paragraph-1 or renewal thereof shall, in
accordance with the prescriptions of the ordinance of the related ministries, file with the designated
investigating ‘organization an application with Tespect to the investigation that the designated
investigating organization performs notwithstanding the provisions of Article 4, paragraph 2
(including cases where they are applied mutatis mutandis in Article 7, paragraph 2 [including cases
where this is applied mutatis mutandis in Article 15, paragraph 2] and Article 15, paragraph 2) and
Article 9, paragraph 2 (including cases where they are applied mutatis mutandis in Article 15,

paragraph 2).
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4. When the designated investigating organization has conducted the investigation upon the
application provided for in the preceding paragraph, it shall, in accordance with the prescriptions of
the ordinance of the related ministries, give notice of the results of the investigation to the related

ministers without delay.

Article 18: Designation

Designation pursuant to the provisions of the preceding article, paragraph 1 (hereinafter referred to as
"designation") shall, in accordance with the prescriptions of the ordinance of the related ministries, be
made upon the application of the person seeking to conduct the investigation (with the exception of a

person seeking to conduct it by means of an office located in a foreign country).

Article 19: Disqualification provisions

A person to whom any of the following numbered items applies may not receive designation:

i. a person who has been sentenced to a penalty of imprisonment or greater or who has been
sentenced to a penalty pursuant to this Law and with respect to whom fewer than two years
have passed since the day on which either the enforcement of the penalty finished or the

person came to be no longer subject thereto;

ii. a person whose designation has been revoked pursuant to the provisions of Article 29,
paragraph 1, or whose approval has been revoked pursuant to the provisions of Article 32,
paragraph 1, and with respect to whom fewer than two years have passed since the day of

said revocation; or

iii. an organization for whom either of the preceding numbered items applies to any director

performing said service.

Article 20: Standards of designation
The related ministers shall grant designation upon the application only when they find that it

conforms to all of the following numbered items:
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1. it possesses the financial base and technological ability sufficient to competently and

smoothly implement the investigation service;

ii. if an organization, there is no risk that its board members or the makeup of constituents
prescribed by the ordinance of the related ministries in accordance with organization type

will interfere with the fair implementation of the investigation;

iii. if it performs a service other than the investigation service, there is no risk that the

investigation will become unfair through the performance of such a service; and

iv. a proper and smooth implementation of the investigation upon the application will not be

impeded as a result of designation.

Article 23: Duty of confidentiality, etc.

The board members (here, in the following paragraph as well as in Article 43 and Article 45, if the
designated investigating organization is not an organization, the person who received said
designation) and staff members of the designated investigating organization, as well as persons who
formerly held such positions, shall not disclose any secrets that they learned in connection with the
investigation service.

2. For the purposes of the application of the Criminal Law (Law No. 45 of 1907) and other penalties,
the directors and staff members of a designated investigating organization engaging in the

investigation service are deemed public officials pursuant to laws and regulations.

Article 24: Duty of investigation
When the designated investigating organization is requested to conduct an investigation, it shall

conduct the investigation without delay unless there is a valid reason not to.

Article 25: Investigation service regulations
The designated investigating organization shall prescribe rules concerning the investigation service
(hereinafter referred to as "investigation service rules") and obtain the authorization of the related

ministers. The same procedure shall apply to amendments to the investigation service rules.
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2. Matters to be prescribed in the investigation service rules shall be prescribed by the ordinance of
the related ministries.

3. If the related ministers find that investigation service rules authorized pursuant to paragraph 1 have
become inappropriate for the fair implementation of investigations, they may order that such

investigation service rules be amended.

Article 26: Books and records
The designated investigating organization shall, in accordance with the prescriptions of the ordinance
of the related ministries, prepare and preserve books and record facts concerning the investigation

service as being prescribed by the ordinance of the related ministries.

Article 27: Order to conform
If related ministers find that a designated investigating organization is not in conformity with Article
20, numbered items 1 through 3, they may order that such designated investigating organization take

measures necessary to conform to these provisions.

Article 28: Suspension and abrogation of service

Unless it receives the authorization of related ministers, a designated investigating organization may
not suspend or abrogate the whole or part of its investigation service.

2. When he has given the authorization stipulated in the preceding paragraph, the related ministers

shall make an announcement of that fact.

Article 29: Revocation, etc. of designation
If the related ministers find that-any of the following numbered items apply to a designated
investigating organization, they may revoke such designation, or they may order that the whole or

part of the investigation service be suspended for a prescribed period:

i. if there is a violation of any provision of this section;

ii. if Article 19, numbered item 1 or numbered item 3 becomes applicable;
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iii. if investigation service is performed in violation of the investigation service regulations

authorized pursuant to Article 25, paragraph 1;

iv. if there is a violation of any order pursuant to the provisions of Article 25, paragraph 3 or

Article 27; or

v. if designation is received by any improper means.

2. When they have revoked a designation or ordered that the whole or part of the investigation service
be suspended for a prescribed period pursuant to the provisions of the preceding paragraph, the

related ministers shall make an announcement of that fact.

Article 30: Implementation of the investigation service by related ministers

If the designated investigating organization suspends the whole or part of the investigation service
pursuant to the provisions of Article 28, paragraph 1; if the designated investigating organization is
ordered to suspend the whole or part of the investigation service pursuant to the provisions of the
preceding article, paragraph 1; or if the designated investigating organization becomes unable to
conduct the whole or part of the investigation service due to a natural disaster or other ground, the
related ministers shall, notwithstanding the provisions of Article 17, paragraph 2, conduct the whole
or part of the investigation service when they find it necessary.

2. When the related ministers decide to conduct the investigation service pursuant to the provisions of
the preceding paragraph, or decide to no longer conduct the investigation service that it is conducting
pursuant to the provisions of the same paragraph, they shall make an announcement of that fact in
advance.

3. For the cases when the related ministers decide to conduct the investigation-service pursuant to the
provisions of paragraph' 1, permit the abrogation of the investigation service pursuant to the
provisions of Article 28, paragraph 1, or revoke a designation pursuant to the provisions of the
preceding article, paragraph 1, the ordinance of the related ministries shall prescribe necessary

matters including taking over of the investigation service.
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