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# # 6270005125 : MAJOR URBAN PLANNING AND DESIGN
KEYWORD: urban planning, urban planning Thailand, urban planning teaching, development of urban planning
curricula
Kaywalee Noisundod : EVOLUTION OF URBAN PLANNING EDUCATION IN THAILAND. Advisor: Asst. Prof.
PORNSAN VICHIENPRADIT, Ph.D.

This research aims to study and compile information on urban planning curricula in Thailand, as well as to
analyze the relationship between urban planning education and significant related incidents in the past, in order to study
the evolution of urban planning education, and also to provide insights and recommendations for the future
development of urban planning curricula in Thailand. The research methods include urban planning curricula and
related data collection, analysis of relevant data, and in-depth interviews with related informants, i.e., experts in urban

planning and academia in the area of urban planning in Thailand.

According to the result of collecting urban planning related curricula in Thailand, it is found that there are
currently 10 institutions offering 19 education programs, which are divided into graduate and postgraduate levels.
Graduate programs at Silpakorn University and Chulalongkorn University were the early ones to offer urban planning
related degrees, both programs influenced subsequent urban planning courses in many institutions. From the analysis of
the key drivers affecting urban planning education in Thailand in the future, it shows that decentralization of
administrative power represents the most significant global factor, while preparation for aging society is the most
significant national factor which are influencing change. Nevertheless, recommendations, derived from interviews, for
adaptation of urban planning related curricula toward the future are; 1) Emphasizing lifelong learning in education, 2)
Firm adherence to urban planning principles, 3) Making sustainable development as a key objective, 4) Preparedness for
content adjustments under uncertainties, 5) Aligning curricula with the evolving demands of the job market, and 6)

Establishing international networks.

This research therefore proposes recommendations in preparing for the most up-to-date teaching direction.
As a part of building skills for the 21st century, it is imperative to enhance cross-cultural understanding skills, which are
crucial for future urban planners and related occupation in the future. In addition, diverse curricula can be anticipated in
the future as many educational institutions are currently able to manage teaching independently without strict
adherence to professional organizational guidelines. The content of urban planning should however be aligned with a

professional perspective, given both the professional and academic nature of the discipline.

Field of Study: Urban Planning and Design Student's Signature .........cocceevreeneenes
Academic Year: 2023 Advisor's Signature .........cecoeeeeneuneen.
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21st Century Student Outcomes and Support Systems
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Abstract

This article is a study to clarify preferred skills of the graduates, driven factors that will affect
changes on urban planning education, and points for curriculum adaptation in the future. The research
methodology is to interview the chairmen or the relevant persons of all active urban-planning-related
courses in all higher educational institutions in Thailand. Then, collected data is processed and analyzed,
sorted, and classified to suggest guidelines of courses’ curriculum adaptation for the future.

It is found that preferred skills of the urban-planning-related graduates are as follows; 1) ability to
adapt theories to practice, 2) skill to always learn new things, 3) academic and knowledge synthesis skill in
practical exercise, 4) negotiation and speaking skills, 5) teamwork and cooperation, 6) data management
skill, and 7) critical thinking and public communication skills. Then, driven factors affect changes on urban
planning education in the future are mostly sccial and environmental factors, and the other remarkable
factors are, Digital Lifestyle, Public Administration Development, and Decentralization of Administrative
Power. At last, points for urban-planning-related curriculum adaptation are; 1) Shifting existing education to
lifelong learning, 2) Adhering to the principles of urban planning, 3) Setting sustainable development as the
ultimate goal, 4) Preparing for uncertainty, and 5) Networking.

Urban planning is a profession which is involved with several sectors in the society. Hence, lifelong
learning oriented future urban planning education should encourage students to be open-mind and
enthusiastic in acquiring new knowledge. Therefore, the future education should enable urban-planning-
related personnel to brush up their skill whenever they want, and should make ordinary people in the

society have better understanding in urban planning issues.

Keywords: Urban Planning Education, Urban Planner, Urban Designer, Preferred Skill, Curriculum Adaptation
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